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PREFACE 
 
 
 
 

T his publication titled Repentance, the third in 
the Walking with God series, introduces us to the 
most potent weapon made available to man by 
God Himself. From the beginning the enemy had 
been opposing the plan of God for mankind. 
When mankind suffered a setback in the Garden 
of Eden and the paradise was lost, God planned 
for man’s restoration. However, to be restored, 
man only needs to repent so that the peace of God 
which surpasses all understanding could become 
his. Grace was given to guide and comfort man as 
pilgrims here on earth to their destination.  

Prosperity has however become a stumbling 
block dimming the vision of many of the pilgrims 
for the unseen treasure; but as we know God and 
His purpose for our lives, we must adjust our life-
style, knowing that the King is coming to take us 
home. Our eternal destination, heaven, depends 
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on our choices and on whose side we are, when 
He comes. 

The Church today may be compared to a row-
boat in the middle of a stream, whose occupants 
are at ease, lukewarm, self-complacent, even when 
their boat is gradually drifting down stream to the 
waterfalls below. To arrest this drift, the Church 
must be awakened to a life of righteousness, must 
become conscious of her standing in Christ Jesus. 
In this perilous time, GOD, indeed, is building a 
people of power. A major requirement for partak-
ing in this end time endeavour, is for all to know 
their God. This will ensure that we conform to the 
image of the Lord Jesus Christ and shut out errors, 
which can derail our walk with GOD. 

We all need to re-examine our faith and revisit 
the old landmarks, the footmarks of our Fathers in 
the faith, to avoid being shipwrecked on our jour-
ney. James 1:22, admonishes us: “But be ye doers of 
the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 
self.” As you go through this book, you will read 
in it, what you need to do. I pray that you will 
have faith in your heart to receive the word and to 
profit with it. May the rich grace of Christ impart 
strength to every fainting heart, Amen. 
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1 
 

REPENTANCE 
 

You have longed for sweet peace, 

And for faith to increase, 

And have earnestly, fervently prayed, 

But you cannot have rest or be perfectly blessed, 

Until all on the altar is laid. 

 

 

 

F oundation is a very important structural part 
of a building. So it is in the life of a believer. As it 
is written, “If the foundations be destroyed what can 
the righteous do” (Psalm 11:3). For a Christian, 
repentance is that foundation stone on which all 
other things rest. Without it, no meaningful 
Christian life can exist, just as you cannot build 
something on nothing. When a man does not 
know where he is coming from, he probably does 
not know where he is going.  

Repentance is the beginning of any meaningful 
relationship with God. It represents a moment in 
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life when one becomes sober and conscious of his 
life of sin, recognises no other way to go and not 
willing to continue in the old worn out path, 
decides to make a U-turn and retrace his steps, 
back to the Saviour. 

The prodigal son offers us a graphic illustra-
tion of repentance. The young man rebelled 
against his father, collected what he said belongs 
to him and without being told to leave, left home 
and strayed into strange country for strange com-
panionship. At a point, he came to himself and 
came out with a monumental decision to return to 
his father and put an end to a life of misery. This is 
a sober moment, which many have never experi-
enced. Their Christian experience was short-
circuited. They can remember nothing but a 
preacher pleading with them and assuring them 
that heaven will not be complete without them. 
No solid Christian life can be built on an experi-
ence like this. Others were fortunate to be born 
into a Christian home and so assumed that they 
were Christian without any concrete commitment 
to the Lord. This also is a faulty foundation. 

Everyone must come to the inevitable conclusion 
that his sin-laden life is a burden and must decide to 
come to the Lord for relief. Jesus said in Matthew 
11:28, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
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laden, and I will give you rest.” To have the promised 
rest, you must realise that you were under a yoke 
from which you seek relief from the Saviour.  

When you come to the Lord simply because 
you are persuaded, begged and cajoled or because 
you need children or an exchange of your poverty 
stricken life for His riches, you miss the point of 
repentance. And having failed to enter through 
the door, you are like a thief, a robber, who has no 
part in the inheritance. You came, you saw, you 
plundered and went back to your vomit; reason 
many do not have a definite salvation experience. 
They can only remember joining a church, clap-
ping and dancing their way to hell fire. Repen-
tance was not preached unto them.  

Some went to church to placate their spouse or 
merely to fulfil a civic duty and be accepted in a 
society that sees church going as a sign of being 
correct. A foundation must not be so carelessly 
laid; otherwise, it will also, like insouciant 
children, be carelessly trampled upon. It is 
therefore not surprising that years after many 
have allegedly accepted Christ; they must still be 
persuaded to forsake girlfriends, stop collecting 
bribes and the practice of deceit. 

There is only one foundation that is required of 
man: repentance. Any experience outside of this is 
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a mere camouflage; it cannot last. It is a true saying 
that for the treasure of the Kingdom to be mine, I 
must first of all buy the field. The only price the 
Lord requires of me is repentance, a genuine 
turning away from my old way to a new way; a 
turning from a life of sin to a life of righteousness. 
Of that man who has genuinely repented it could 
be said: “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  

Repentance is that turning point which marks 
a departure from the old path of sin to a new life 
of righteousness. As a result of our hearts being 
transformed, and our lives being different, we 
need not fall under the wrath of God. And we 
won't need to suffer for our own sins because 
we've confessed them, acknowledged them, for-
saken them and asked God to forgive us. And so, 
instead of condemnation, He will clothe us with 
Christ's righteousness, and we will be heirs of 
heaven, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.  

It is an integral part of repentance that there 
must be a turning away from specific sin. The 
Ninevites turned from the sin that was most char-
acteristic of them - the sin of violence. We noticed 
that the people were to give up their evil ways and 
their violence; we too must turn from our specific 
sins, whatever they may be. We must repent 
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specifically, if we want to be blessed by God and 
come to know Him fully. 

John the Baptist had no other engagement than 
the cry of repentance. The Bible said: 

“In those days came John the Baptist, 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, And 
saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. For this is he that was spoken of 
by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of 
one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make His paths straight.” 

(Matthew 3:1-3) 

John was a man who preached repentance and 
forgiveness of sins. He preached “the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins” (Luke 3:3). 

Repentance prepares the way and makes the 
road of our hearts straight. Repentance builds up 
every low place and takes down every high place 
in our lives. Repentance prepares us for His pres-
ence. In fact, you cannot live in His presence with-
out repentance. Repentance permits pursuit of His 
presence. It builds the road for you to get to God 
(or for God to get to you). Just ask John the Baptist. 
When he built the road, Jesus “came walking”. 

The first sermon of our Lord Jesus Christ was 
on repentance. In Matthew 4:17, Jesus said, 
“Repent ye for the Kingdom of God is at hand.” 
Repentance was also the last sermon of Jesus 
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Christ. In Revelation 3:19, Jesus said, “Be zealous 
therefore and repent.” Repentance must be eternally 
important for Christ to begin and end His 
preaching ministry with it.  

Every “born again” experience that is not 
rooted in heart-searching repentance and a turning 
away from evil is a mirage. It is indeed a fluke, a 
camouflage, a mere jolly ride on a roller coaster 
headed for destruction. Since the foundation of 
such an experience is faulty, it is bound to collapse 
sooner or later like a pack of cards to the 
consternation and disgrace of the owner of such a 
house and his well wishers. Great is always the fall 
of a house, the foundation of which is based on 
shifting and sinking sand (Matthew 7:24-27). A 
good foundation is a fundamental requirement if 
one is to lay hold of eternal life (1 Timothy 6:19). 
Friend, this experience you are hollering about, on 
what foundation was it laid?  

No wonder Jesus never mentioned the “born 
again” experience to his disciples except once and 
only at night to a visitor. He was always stressing 
the need for repentance. Have you repented? The 
truth is: If you are saved, you have a testimony. 
Your testimony is not how you joined a Church 
but how and when you repented of sin and 
received the Lord Jesus Christ and his new birth.  
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When my relationship with the Lord is not 
based on repentance but on what I have received 
from the Lord; then, I will not care for the giver 
but the gift. God is not interested in people who 
clamour for his gifts but not Himself. The whole 
essence of Abraham's testing in Genesis 22 was to 
prove a point: does Abraham love God or his gift, 
Isaac. Thank God for Abraham's choice. What is 
your choice? 

Evidently, if I come to God to receive bless-
ings, children, riches, peace, long life, freedom 
from demonic attacks etc. and these needs are not 
satisfied either in the long or short run, I have a 
basis to seek alternative ways of acquiring or satis-
fying my heart desires. If problems of life compel 
me to seek God as others seek the herbalist and the 
marabout, it is a trade off and nothing to base a 
meaningful relationship upon. The ten lepers, in 
Luke 17:12, who were healed, went their way 
rejoicing and only one found the joy of salvation, 
which caused him to return, to give thanks. 

The story was told of a man who was sick and 
very near unto death. Relatives brought him to a 
Bible believing church, where he was prayed for 
and healed by God's miraculous intervention. He 
went back home joyful and grateful for the healing 
which he had received and for which no charge 
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was made. When he was found missing in Church 
services and visits were made to him by concerned 
Church members, he told them nothing but the 
truth. He said, “Why should my healing become a 
burden to me? If I go to the hospital and I am 
treated for an ailment, will I continue to sleep in 
the hospital or be required to pay constant hom-
age to the doctors; to demonstrate my gratitude?” 
The church members were stunned but the truth 
was told. 

Receiving a touch of the miraculous, or any 
other blessing God deems fit to bestow, is not a 
sign of acceptance into the kingdom. It is merely a 
wake-up call drawing attention to our need for the 
Saviour. Building a relationship on this is deceitful 
and an illusion; an attempt to short-circuit repen-
tance and enter through some other ways; instead 
of the open door.  

The truth, again, is that without repentance you 
may receive the crumbs but not the bread, which 
belongs to the children. A desperate woman 
(Matthew 15:21-28) came to Jesus pleading for the 
touch of the Master. She was told, in unmistakable 
term, that the bread she was asking for belongs to 
the children and not dogs. The woman accepted 
her status of a dog. She did not contest this, neither 
did she plead to become a child. She insisted on 



Repentance 17 

collecting the crumbs and left. The woman, like 
many others, had only a limited concept of Jesus, of 
who He was. To see Jesus only as a miracle worker 
and healer, was and still is an inadequate concept 
of Him. There is the need to grow in our 
understanding of just who Jesus really is. It is 
remarkable that Jesus did not run after the woman, 
to persuade her to become one of the followers. She 
was described as a dog and so is everyone who 
comes to the Lord to collect blessings, without first 
repenting of his or her sin and accepting Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Saviour. They should be 
reminded, “without are dogs” (Revelation 22:15). 

This brings the point home to us forcefully: I 
may be blessed not because I have been accepted 
but for my importunacy. The Lord Jesus Christ 
saw healing and miracles as by-products of His 
ministry, (mere starters, not the main course) to 
the extent that Jesus was not careful enough to 
introduce himself to the man at the pool of Beth-
saida who had been sick for thirty eight years. He 
simply healed the man and disappeared. It was 
much later that the man met Him and when he got 
to know Jesus, the subject of their discussion was 
not the healing but the issue of repentance.  

In John 5:12-14 we read: 
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“Then asked they him, What man is that 
which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and 
walk? And he that was healed wist not who it 
was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a 
multitude being in that place. Afterwards 
Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto 
him, behold, thou art made whole: sin no 
more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.” 

(John 5:12-14) 

Unlike Abraham, the choices of many are 
obvious. No wonder that today the world is 
experiencing a famine of the word, not of the 
preaching of it but of the hearing. People are heap-
ing unto themselves teachers who will teach and 
preach what they want to hear. They want pros-
perity preachers, healing and miracle workers but 
not a teacher of righteousness. They are like King 
Felix, who, when Paul started to reason of right-
eousness, temperance and judgement, he pleaded 
that he be spared and that a convenient season be 
arranged for such talk. Another opportunity was 
not recorded though it was at his behest to convene 
such a meeting (Acts 24:24-25). The stadium could 
be filled, no matter the size, if only miracles, healing 
and prosperity messages would be dispensed freely 
or at a fee. The teacher of righteousness would be 
grateful for handful attendants.  

People can come from far and near to be 
healed and restored but not to accept Jesus as the 
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Master and Saviour. They want the gift but not the 
giver. For those who delight in attending crusade 
and church services solely to receive a touch of the 
miraculous, danger lies ahead. There is a woe that 
trails all those, who having experienced the power 
of God, fail to repent. Jesus said,  

“Woe unto thee, Chorazin! Woe unto thee, 
Bethsaida! For if the mighty work had been 
in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in 
you, they had a great while ago repented, 
sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it shall be 
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 
judgment, than for you.”  

(Luke 10:13-14) 

And to every preacher, a warning: it is easier 
and profitable to commercialise anointing when it 
is dispensed solely for the purpose of sooth 
saying, healing and prosperity messages. Anoint-
ing to teach righteousness, holy living and stand-
ing right with God is not marketable to a genera-
tion that loves the gift but not the giver.  

Many avoid the issue of repentance because 
the people do not always favour a preacher who 
stresses the issue of repentance. John the Baptist 
preached repentance to the people, saying, he that 
hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath 
none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise. 
He preached repentance to the publicans asking 
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them to exact no more than that which is 
appointed them.  John preached repentance to the 
soldiers and asked them to do violence to no man, 
neither accuse any falsely; and be content with 
their wages. He preached it to the high and the 
lowly. He preached repentance to Herod the 
tetrarch, who being reproved by him for Herodias, 
his brother Philip's wife, and for all the evils, 
which Herod had done, arrested the fiery preacher 
“and shut up John in prison.”  

This notwithstanding, every preacher is charged 
by God to “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a 
trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the 
house of Jacob their sins” (Isaiah 58:1). 
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2  
 

WHAT IS REPENTANCE?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T he question may be asked: do many truly 
accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour as 
they troop out in response to altar call? Is the 
response based on heart searching and recognition 
of their sinful state? Or, are they coming forward 
to accept Christ because they were told He (Christ) 
would make them successful, give them money 
and cast out their devils? As it is commonly stated, 
a woman attracted by dancing to a marriage, 
would equally dance away, in no time, from her 
matrimonial home. Why? Because there was no 
real commitment from the beginning. No wonder 
Churches are filled with all kinds of people who 
do not understand what repentance from dead 
works represents. 
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Repentance is simply a changed life, a life that 
turns from sin to righteousness, from self to God, 
from this world to heaven, from the temporal to 
the eternal. It represents a turning; to change one's 
mind; to turn one's life. It is a turning away from 
sin and turning to God. It is a change of mind, a 
forsaking of sin. It is putting sin out of one's 
thoughts and behaviour. It is resolving never to 
think or do a thing again.  Apostle Peter told the 
people of his days in Acts 26:20 “that they should 
repent and turn to God, and do works meet for 
repentance.” The change is turning away from 
lying, stealing, cheating, immorality, cursing, 
drunkenness, and the other so called glaring sins of 
the flesh. But the change is also turning away from 
the silent sins of the spirit such as self-centredness, 
selfishness, envy, bitterness, pride, covetousness, 
anger, evil thoughts, hopelessness, laziness, 
jealousy, and lust. Acts 8:22 says, “Repent therefore 
of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the 
thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.” 

Repentance, as to its nature, is the carnal and 
corrupt disposition of men being changed into a 
renewed and sanctified disposition. Repentance 
denotes an abhorrence of all evil, and a forsaking 
of it. It is not the drawing near to God with our 
lips, while our hearts, which he regards, are far 
from him. It is not feeling sorry for sin. Esau wept 
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over his errors but did not repent. In Hebrews 
12:16-17, the Bible says,  

“Lest there be any fornicator, or profane 
person, as Esau who for one morsel of meat 
sold his birthright. For ye know how that 
afterward, when he would have inherited 
the blessing, he was rejected: for he found 
no place of repentance, though he sought it 
carefully with tears.”  

(Hebrews 12:16,17) 

Judas equally regretted what he did but failed 
to repent. He turned over the thirty pieces of silver 
but not his heart. Repentance is more than sorrow. 
Sorrow is usually associated with repentance but 
it is “Godly sorrow that worketh repentance unto 
salvation.”  

A person may repent simply because he wills 
and acts to change; or a person may repent 
because he senses an agonizing sorrow within. But 
the sense or feeling of sorrow is not repentance. 
Repentance is both the change of mind and the 
actual turning of one's life away from sin and 
toward God. Sin causes sorrow, but sorrow has no 
healing power by itself. Only repentance, a change 
of mind or a turn of life, can heal the heart of man.  

A girl committed fornication and was put in 
the family way. She cried and expressed sorrow 
over the act but brightened up when money was 
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made available for abortion. The feeling of sorrow, 
in this instance, is not repentance but fear of facing 
the public with an unwanted pregnancy. There is 
no resolve to deal with the sin itself and live holy 
henceforth. 

Worldly sorrow can be sorrow over doing 
wrong or of coming short from what one expects. 
It is a violation of one's values. It can also be a 
sorrow caused by being found out, or suffering 
consequences, or being punished. In either case 
“the sorrow of the world works death.” It can eat up a 
man with guilt and remorse, depression and 
despair as in the case of Judas Iscariot (Matthew 
27:3-5). It can also embitter a man in rebellion and 
resentment against the consequences and punish-
ment of sin as in the case of Esau. Godly sorrow is 
the sorrow that is wrought in the heart of man by 
the conviction of the Holy Spirit. Godly sorrow 
always leads to repentance. 

A man who has not given his life to Christ 
needs to experience the Bible repentance, which is 
a heartfelt sorrow over sin that leads one to 
receive Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord and turn 
to live an entirely new life, based on the word of 
God. The word “repent” itself means, “to turn 
around.” The great old puritan Thomas Watson 
said that “repentance is the vomiting of the soul”. 
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It means that from your gut you abhor what you 
did and if given the opportunity to do it again, 
you wouldn't. It means that you are repulsed by 
your sin and that you are sick of your sin. And 
you want nothing to do with it any more. In the 
pit of your gut, you want nothing more than to 
change and be a different kind of man. And not 
only that but you are going to demonstrate your 
change of heart by a change in your behaviour. 
That's repentance, genuine repentance. 

When a person repents, he comes to the cross 
of Jesus, realizes his unpayable debt (sin) and 
pleads the blood of Jesus Christ as the only suffi-
cient (efficacious) payment or atonement for that 
sin. Note this: Repentance is the front door to 
heaven. There is no back-door.  Zaccheus (in Luke 
19:2-8) climbed the sycamore tree to catch a 
glimpse of the Lord. When he saw the Lord, there 
was heart searching and a desire to put an end to 
cheating, bribery and corruption. He gave back to 
those whom he had defrauded; he gave four times 
what he had taken. Restitution became the thrust 
of his life for the next while. Only the desire to be 
with the Lord remains.  

The point is that, this sinner, Zaccheus, truly 
repented. He was serious about following Jesus 
Christ and living righteously. No wonder the Lord 
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said, “This day is salvation come to this house, forso-
much as he also is a son of Abraham” (Luke 19:8). 

Of all things that happen on the earth, only 
true repentance brings joy to heaven. In Luke 15:3-
10, Jesus spoke two parables to emphasize the 
unique position of a repentant sinner in the sight 
of God. He said: 

“What man of you, having an hundred 
sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave 
the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and 
go after that which is lost, until he finds it? 
And when he hath found it, he layeth it on 
his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he 
cometh home, he calleth together his 
friends and neighbours, saying unto them, 
Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep 
which was lost. I say unto you, that likewise 
joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine 
just persons, which need no repentance.” 

(Luke 15:4-7) 

He continued: 

“Either what woman having ten pieces of 
silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a 
candle, and sweep the house, and seek 
diligently till she find it? And when she hath 
found it, she calleth her friends and her 
neighbours together, saying Rejoice with me; 
for I have found the piece which I had lost. 
Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the 
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presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth.” 

(Luke 15:8-10) 

The cause of celebration was stated by the 
Father of the prodigal son in Luke 15:24 “For this 
my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found. And they began to be merry.” It is not the 
demonstration of power but repentance, which 
assures us of a place in heaven that brought joy to 
the heavenly hosts. The real basis for joy is not 
power, but salvation. The great privilege of a 
believer is not his work and ministry, but the fact 
that he is a child of God and has been given eter-
nal life. Speaking to the seventy disciples, who 
returned and gave a report of the fall of satan and 
his demons being subject to them, Jesus said, “I 
beheld satan as lightning fall from heaven… Notwith-
standing in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject 
unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are 
written in heaven” (Luke 10:18-20). 

Does a believer need to repent? The answer is 
yes.  When the believer does wrong or falls short, 
the Holy Spirit is grieved. His work is quenched. 
His ministry of making the believer become like 
Jesus is hindered and hampered. So he begins His 
convicting work. Under the weight of conviction, 
the believer's heart is thereby led to repent. The 
believer changes his mind and turns his behaviour 
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around to what it should be (Peter in Matthew 
26:75). A believer who refuses to repent wallows 
around and eventually dwells in the realm of 
worldly sorrow. He always bears the mark of 
indwelling and unconfessed sin and failure.  

For a believer, repentance, in a sense, means 
aligning oneself in every area with the life of Jesus. 
I must keep on asking myself: where am I out of 
joint with Biblical prescriptions? When you and I 
are properly aligned, then the glory of God will 
radiate in our life without measure. Repentance is 
essential for the believers because “When a right-
eous man turneth away from his righteousness, and 
commiteth iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity 
that he hath done shall he die” (Ezekiel 18:26).   

Repentance is a weapon available to the 
believer throughout his journey on earth except 
when he falls into apostasy and commits “sin unto 
death” (1 John 5:16). In fact, you cannot live in His 
presence without repentance for “if thou, LORD, 
God shouldest mark iniquities who shall stand” (Psalm 
130:3). No one plans to fall but any man can fall.  

The Bible says, “Wherefore let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 
10:12). But there is forgiveness with God, if only 
we will repent. That repentance is a viable option 
for the believer is shown in the life of David, a 



Repentance 29 

man after God's own heart; he sinned, he repented 
and was restored.  

For those peddling the concept of “once saved, 
always saved” and those clinging to the erroneous 
concept that though we sin, we are still the sons of 
God and that it affected cordiality and affection 
only but not the relationship; they should be told 
to remember the warning given by Prophet 
Ezekiel and what Apostle Paul told the Church in 
Rome. Paul said,  

“Be not high-minded, but fear: For if God 
spared not the natural branches, take heed 
lest he also spare not thee.” 

(Romans11:20-21) 

We must walk in humility and the fear of God, 
fearing unbelief lest we too be broken off. As 
Apostle Peter said,  

“And if ye call on the Father, who without 
respect of persons judgeth according to 
every man's work, pass the time of your 
sojourning here in fear.” 

(1 Peter 1:17) 

If God could cut off his chosen people and grafted 
you in, you had better live the time of your 
sojourning in this world with soberness and humility. 
Indeed, the Bible says you are to “work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12). 
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REPENTANCE AND FORGIVENESS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I t is strange but true that people are now taught 
forgiveness without repentance. This is not the 
teaching of the Bible. God, as revealed in the Bible, 
will go a great length to bring a people to the level 
of repentance but will not forgive an unrepentant 
sinner. Jesus said in Luke17:3-4,  

“Take heed to yourselves: if thy brother tres-
pass against thee, rebuke him; and if he 
repent, forgive him. And if he trespass 
against thee seven times in a day, and seven 
times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I 
repent; thou shalt forgive him.”  

(Luke 17:3,4) 

Believers must be in readiness to forgive, no 
matter the sin, once the offender truly repents.  The 
Bible says, “And be ye kind to one another, even as God 
for Christ sake hath forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:32).  
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Forgiveness without repentance, however, is 
condonance and this is not what the Bible teaches. 
God went to a great extent to get Jonah to Nineveh, 
just to bring the people of that great city, to a 
realisation of their wickedness, the imminent 
judgement and the need for repentance. When God 
directed Prophet Jonah to warn the city of Nineveh 
of the consequence of their sinful practices and the 
inevitable judgement, Jonah protested, knowing 
that God will not carry out His resolve to destroy, 
once the people repent of their wickedness.  

In Jonah 4:1-2 we have the following passage: 

“But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he 
was very angry. And he prayed unto the 
LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not 
this my saying, when I was yet in my country? 
Therefore I fled before unto Tar-shish: for I 
knew that thou art a gracious God, and 
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, 
and repentest thee of the evil.” 

(Jonah 4:1-2) 

Why did God repent of the evil designed for the 
people of Nineveh? The Bible said in Jonah 3:4-10, 

“So the people of Nineveh believed God, and 
proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from 
the greatest of them even to the least of 
them. For word came unto the King of 
Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and 
he laid his robe from him with sackcloth, and 
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sat in ashes. And he caused it to be 
proclaimed and published through Nineveh 
by the decree of the king and his nobles, 
saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor 
flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor 
drink water: But let man and beast be 
covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto 
God: let them turn everyone from his evil way 
and from the violence that is in their hands. 
Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and 
turn away from his fierce anger, that we 
perish not? And God saw their works, that 
they turned from their evil way; and God 
repented of the evil, that he had said that he 
would do unto them; and he did it not.” 

(Jonah 3:4-10) 

When the people of Nineveh turned from their 
wickedness to God in ashes and sackcloth, the 
Lord also repented of the evil He earmarked for 
them. This is telling us that God is willing to 
endure our waywardness, preferring that we turn 
from our wickedness unto a life of righteousness. 
He will however not pardon an unrepentant 
sinner. To teach forgiveness without repentance is 
to give false hope to people. The Bible says, “whoso 
boasteth himself of a false gift is like clouds and wind 
without rain” (Proverbs 25:14). 

If God forgives without repentance, the possi-
bility exists for a man to become hardened, careless 
in his walk with God and take God for granted, 
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since God will forgive iniquity regardless of the 
state of mind. This will be teaching infinite grace, 
which is nowhere, taught in the Bible.  

Repentance is however a serious matter in the 
sight of God and should therefore not be taken for 
granted or abused. The believer is not expected to 
take for granted the forgiveness of God, for judg-
ment awaits the person who so abuses the grace of 
God. It is abused when I claim to have repented 
and yet refuse to forsake the object of enmity. It is 
abused when day after day I come before the Lord 
repenting of the same thing therefore making it a 
habit and not a solemn moment. The Lord said, 
“Go and sin no more” (John 8:11) not come back, 
repeatedly, to repent of your sin. Sin must not 
become a habit for a believer; otherwise it might 
be said that he never repented from the beginning.  

A Christian may fall and though he falls, he 
rises up again to glorify the Lord, not to bring Him 
to open shame; for then he crucifies the Lord 
afresh. Apostle Paul in the letter to the Hebrews 
was emphatic on this issue. He says: 

“For if we sin wilfully after we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fear-
ful looking for of judgement and fiery indig-
nation, which shall devour the adversaries.” 

(Hebrews 10:26-27) 



Repentance 35 

Forgiveness should not to be taken for granted. 
The basis of forgiveness is the blood that was shed 
on the cross of Calvary. Jesus paid the price. It is 
no longer the blood of goats and bulls but the 
precious blood of Jesus that is availing for man-
kind. The blood is not to be abused but treasured.  

Scholars of the Bible have for long struggled 
with the salvation of the thief crucified at the right 
hand of Jesus. The salvation of the thief at the right 
hand was simply based on repentance. In Luke 
23:39-43 we read: 

“And one of the malefactors which were 
hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be 
Christ, save thyself and us. But the other 
answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not 
thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same 
condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we 
receive the due reward of our deeds: but 
this man hath done nothing amiss. And he 
said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus 
said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day 
shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 

(Luke 23:39-43) 

The thief by the right hand repented. He said 
to his companion in banditry, friend, you know 
we deserve this punishment but He does not. 
Then he said to Jesus, “Lord remember me in your 
kingdom.” In these simple statements, he acknowl-
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edged his sinful nature and pleaded for forgive-
ness of the Lord. Jesus saw through the statements 
he made. He saw a broken and a contrite heart 
and He could not reject the plea. He responded 
“Today, you will be with me in paradise.” To reject the 
repentant thief would have gone against the 
grains of His teachings on repentance.  

In Ezekiel 18:23, God asked  

“Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked 
should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not that 
he should return from his ways, and live?”  

(Ezekiel 18:23) 

Apostle Peter said,  

“The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some people count slackness; 
but is longsuffering to usward not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance.” 

(2 Peter 3:9) 

God chastises us as children to bring us to a 
level of repentance. The Bible says, “For godly 
sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be 
repented of” (2 Corinthians 7:10). This is saying 
that, God deliberately chastises His children, so 
that they could repent of their sins, turn from their 
wicked ways and return to God. God is always 
willing to apply the blood of Jesus to cleanse our 
sins, no matter how terrible the sin might be. To 
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claim forgiveness without repentance is to take for 
granted the blood that was shed on the cross. 
Some sing the chorus: 

Lifted, I am lifted, 

Lifted by the blood, 

Above sins and sorrows, 

Into the presence of the Lord. 

This song will have no meaning if it is not 
preceded by true and meaningful repentance. The 
blood of the lamb cannot and should not be 
abused. Rather, it should be treasured highly for it 
to be efficacious in our lives. Before the blood can 
do the work of cleansing, we must be in fellow-
ship with God.  

In 1 John 1:5-10, we were told:  

“This then is the message which we have 
heard of him, and declare unto you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
If we say that we have fellowship with him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth: but if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 



Walking with God 38 

If we say that we have not sinned, we make 
him a liar, and his word is not in us.” 

(1 John 1:5-10) 

Forgiveness without repentance appeals to the 
flesh, which is given the freedom to do as he wills; 
only to come sometimes on a daily or weekly basis 
to apply the cleansing blood and then go back to 
its vomit. Jesus did not teach this. He said to the 
woman caught in the very act of adultery, “Go and 
sin no more” (John 8:11). This is repentance in its 
true form. When you repent of a sin committed, it 
does not become a recurring decimal. Repentance 
is a two way process. It involves a confession and 
a forsaking. If you confess without forsaking, you 
have not repented.  

The Bible says, “He that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper, but he that confesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). 

God forgives sin when a person confesses and 
forsakes his sin. Confession is necessary; it is part 
of repentance.  

“Now therefore make confession unto the 
LORD GOD of your fathers, and do his pleasure: 
and separate yourselves from the people of the 
land, and from the strange wives.” 

(Ezra 10:11)  

Verbal repentance is however not enough. Just 
being present in the midst of those who worship 
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God is not enough. Repentance requires a change 
in conduct. 

Confession does for the soul what preparing the 
land does for the field. Before the farmer sows the 
seed, he works the acreage, removing rocks and 
pulling out stumps. He knows that seeds grow 
better if the land is prepared. Confession is the act of 
inviting God to work the acreage of our hearts. 
“There is a rock of greed over here Father, I can't 
budge it. And that tree of guilt near the fence?  Its 
roots are long and deep. And may I show you some 
dry soil, too crusty for seed?” God's seed grows 
better if the soil of the heart is cleared. And so the 
Father and the Son work the field together; digging 
and pulling, preparing the heart for fruit. Confession 
invites the father to work the soil of the soul. Not to 
forsake the sin confessed is to undo what God has 
done and make him to rework the land.  

To subscribe to the concept of forgiveness 
without repentance, is to swallow hook, line and 
barrel the twin concept of once saved, always 
saved. God hates divorce, but it still, painfully, 
takes place. God spoke about Ephraim in Hosea 
4:17, saying, “Ephraim is joined to idols: let him 
alone.” That is a divorce simplicita. 

Forgiveness without repentance is sweet and 
condescending but does not produce godly char-
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acter, for God will always forgive irrespective of 
my attitude to sin. No sinner or backslider can be 
said to have genuinely repented if he still condones 
sin. A repentant heart manifests an attitude of 
hatred towards sin. The promotion the Lord Jesus 
attained or received was not due solely to humility 
as recorded in Philippians 2:5-11 but also to his 
attitude to the question of sin (Psalm 45:7; Hebrews 
1:8-9). Repentance is the beginning of a new life in 
Christ and also a condition for healthy relationship 
between the Lord and the believers. 
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WHY REPENT? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

O ne of the world most perplexing problems is; 
why do men suffer? Some people believe that men 
suffer because they are greater sinners. They think 
bad and terrible things happened unto them 
because they have committed a great sin, and that 
God is punishing them because they have been 
such great sinners. Jesus said, No. Men are not 
suffering because they are greater sinners. Why 
then do people who seemly are innocent, suffer? 
In the book of Luke 13:1-5, the Bible recorded the 
following conversation between the Lord Jesus 
Christ and some followers: 

“There were present at that season some 
that told him of the Galileans, whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And 
Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye 
that these Galileans were sinners above all 
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the Galileans, because they suffered such 
things? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish. Or those eight-
een, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, 
and slew them think ye that they were 
sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusa-
lem? I tell you, Nay: but: except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish.” 

(Luke 13:1-5) 

This is one of the most difficult sayings of 
Jesus. The question is raised, what about the 
people Pilate slaughtered, or the innocent people 
killed by the falling of the tower? Where was God 
in these events? The question under discussion 
was, how could God allow these things to 
happen? The question is actually a thinly veiled 
accusation. The issue was, as always, how can God 
allow innocent people to suffer? 

We can hear the implied protest in the 
question. The eighteen people walking down the 
street were innocently minding their own 
business. They were not heckling the construction 
workers. They were not running away after 
robbing a bank. They happened to be there at the 
wrong time and in the wrong place. They suffered 
the consequences of a fatal accident. 

We too can ask, Lord why did people die in the 
numerous heartbreaking aircraft mishaps? His 
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response would still be the same “Except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish”. Oh those people that 
died during the unexpected upheaval in Lagos, 
Kigali and far away Darfur, He would still have 
replied, “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.” Oh, Lord how about the people who lost 
their lives during the sudden and sporadic riots in 
many parts of Nigeria that claimed so many lives, 
my Lord would still have responded, “Except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”  

In February 2002, it was reported in the media 
that about 117 people perished in what was 
described as one of the worst air mishaps in 
Iranian history, when a Tupolev 154, crashed into 
snow covered mountains. The plane was reported 
to be totally destroyed and scattered in small 
pieces across the mountain. Back at home, the 
bomblast at Ikeja cantonment in Lagos, in January 
2002, and the EAS Airline crash in Kano in which 
scores of people died, were all tragedies on a very 
large scale. If we ask, why did all these happen? 
The response of Jesus would still have been the 
same: “except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 

In December 2004, as the world waited, with 
bated breath, for the dawn of a new year, the 
unexpected happened. Over one hundred and fifty 
thousand people were swallowed by the 



Walking with God 44 

Tsunamis; they were swept into the ocean, in one 
of the worst occurrence of natural disasters. They 
came so close to the year 2005 but they never 
entered into it. It was within their reach; they 
almost made it into the New Year, yet the Tsuna-
mis put an end to that expectation. Where was God 
in this event? What would Jesus say to such an 
occurrence? You can bet on it, My Lord would still 
say to the world, what He said two thousand years 
ago: “except you repent, ye shall all like wise perish.” 

R.C. Sproul in his book The Holiness of God 
(page 123) said,  

“He (Jesus) did not say, I am very 
sorry to hear about this tragedy. 
These things happen, and there is 
not much we can do about it. It was 
fate. An accident. As good Chris-
tians you have to learn to accept the 
bad with the good. Keep a stiff 
upper lip. Be good Stoics! I know I 
taught you that the one who keeps 
Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps. 
But that was a poetic statement, a bit 
of hyperbole. Do you realize what a 
difficult task it is for my Father to 
run the Universe? It gets tiring. 
Every now and then He must take a 
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nap. On the afternoon in question, 
He was very weary and grabbed 
forty winks. While he was nodding, 
the tower fell. I am sorry about that, 
and I will report your grievance to 
Him. I will ask Him to be a bit more 
careful in the future.” 

Jesus did not say, “I know I told you that My 
Father notices the landing of every sparrow and 
that He numbers the hairs on your head. Do you 
realize how many sparrows there are flying 
around? And the hairs on your head! The afternoon 
the tower fell; my Father was busy counting the 
hairs on the head of a particularly bushy-haired 
fellow. He was concentrating so hard on the 
fellow's head that He overlooked the falling tower. I 
will suggest that He gets His priorities in order and 
not spend so much time with sparrows and hair.” 

No. Instead, Jesus rebuked the people for 
putting their amazement in the wrong place. He 
said, “Unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 
The point is unmistakable: all men must repent of 
sin, for all men are sinners, just as sinful as the 
Galileans. Jesus continued from where they 
stopped. He cited the incident of the eighteen 
construction workers, to illustrate the point that 
tragedy is not necessarily due to sin or to degrees 
of sin.  
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If suffering were due to sin, then there would 
be no life whatsoever. Why? Because all men are so 
sinful, that they are worthy of only the most 
horrible suffering, death itself. Thus He concluded: 
all men must repent or else perish. All men are 
guilty of great sin, sin great enough to perish.  

“As it is written, there is none righteous, no 
not one: there is none that understandeth, 
there is none that seeketh after God. They 
are all gone out of the way, they are 
together become unprofitable; there is 
none that doeth good, no not one. Their 
throat is an open sepulchre; with their 
tongues they have used deceit; the poison 
of asps is under their lips: whose mouth is 
full of cursing and bitterness: their feet are 
swift to shed blood: destruction and misery 
are in their ways: and the way of peace 
have they not known: there is no fear of 
God before their eyes.” 

(Romans 3:10-18) 

The Bible says, “For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 

In effect, what Jesus was saying was this: “You 
people are asking the wrong question. You should 
be asking me, “Why didn't that tower fall on my 
head?” The question is not, “Why do they perish?” 
but “Why am I spared?” Sometimes people asked, 
“If God is as powerful as you are saying, why can't 
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He just save the whole world—if truly He loves 
the whole world?” That is also a wrong question. 
The right question is: “Why did God save me?” 
The truth is we do not know why A is saved and B 
remains unsaved. What we know is “that the grace 
of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all 
men” (Titus 2:11). It is our response to the grace of 
God that determines where we stand. 

Sin entitles God to punish us. All men are 
doomed to perish. The Bible says in Romans 6:23, 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our LORD.” In 
Romans 8:6, the Bible says, “For to be carnally 
minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace.” All that God now demands is repentance. 
The Bible says “And the times of this ignorance God 
winked at; but now commanded all men everywhere to 
repent” (Acts 17:30). 

Repent or perish. You must wonder why 
Christ did not say “repent or die” or “repent or get 
killed”. The truth is if you die without repenting, 
you perish forever. The essence of His reply is that 
no man can live the second time without having 
repented. The Lord Jesus couldn't have said other-
wise, because repentance is the beginning of any 
meaningful relationship with GOD.  

“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out, when the 
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times of refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord.” 

(Acts 3:19) 

Repentance brings refreshing moments to us, 
for it leads to remission of sins and the receipt of 
the gift of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:38). 

The question is not “Why did they die?” but 
“Why am I spared?” And the answer is: because 
God wants you to repent. Why didn't that tower fall 
on my head? Because, God wants you to repent. In 
Revelation 2:21, we were told of some people that 
God gave space of time to repent but they refused. 
God is always giving people time to repent.  

In 2 Peter 3:9, the Bible says,  

“The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness; but 
is long-suffering to us-ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance.” 

(2 Peter 3:9) 

“Why was I spared from the various air disas-
ters?” Because God wants me to repent! “Why was 
I not at the World Trade Centre when it was 
attacked on September 11?” Because God wants 
me to repent! Repentance triggers a relationship 
with God. The moment we repent, we receive 
forgiveness of sin and the gift of the Holy Spirit is 
ours for the asking. Additionally, the work of 
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restoration begins. Repentance is the genesis of the 
process of restoration for backsliders and sinners. 
Repentance opens the way and makes us to 
receive the grace of God. This was the outcome of 
the prodigal son repentance. He came to himself, 
sought the father and he was so fully restored that 
the reception ceremony drew envy from his 
uncaring brother. When God restores a man, his 
past is completely obliterated. Restoration is how-
ever preceded by repentance, which is the basis 
for pardon and remission of sins.  

In Isaiah 55:7 we read, 

“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him 
return unto the LORD, and he will have 
mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon.” 

(Isaiah 55:7) 

Through repentance, sinners receive justifica-
tion and acceptance. Above all, there is joy in 
heaven, joy to God, Christ and the heavenly hosts; 
when a sinner repents. 
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FRUITS OF REPENTANCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A postle Paul stated, “But beloved, we are 
persuaded of better things of you, and things that 
accompany salvation, though we thus speak” (Hebrews 
6:9). A repentant heart must bear fruits. Repentance 
in its essence is tied to fruit-bearing. John the Baptist 
said emphatically, 

“Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of 
repentance, and begin not to say within 
yourselves, we have Abraham to our father: 
for I say unto you, That God is able of these 
stones to raise children unto Abraham. And 
now also the axe is laid unto the root of the 
trees: every tree therefore which bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire.” 

(Luke 3:8-9) 
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Genuine repentance always brings evidence 
with it. That's how you recognize it. When John 
the Baptist preached, he said, “Bring forth fruit in 
keeping with your repentance.” In other words, 
demonstrate your repentance. If you tell me that 
tree is an apple tree, then, show me some apple. 
Those apples should be hanging all over that tree. 
Otherwise, how do I know it's an apple tree? That 
what's John the Baptist was trying to get across to 
the people. And that's what Manasseh did after he 
was restored to the kingdom. He showed his fruit 
as he went about undoing the evil that he spent so 
many years doing (2 Chronicles 33:10-16). 

In Isaiah 5:1-6, a formal complaint was lodged 
and a decision taken. God said, 

“Now will I sing to my well beloved a song of 
my beloved touching his vineyard. My well-
beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: 
And he fenced it, and gathered out the 
stones thereof, and planted it with the 
choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst 
of it, and also made a winepress therein: 
and he looked that it should bring forth 
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. And 
now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of 
Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my 
vineyard. What could have been done more 
to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? 
Wherefore, when I looked that it should 
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bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild 
grapes? And now go to; I will tell you what I 
will do to my vineyard: I will take away the 
hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and 
break down the wall thereof, and it shall be 
trodden down: And I will lay it waste: it shall 
not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall 
come up briers and thorns: I will also 
command the clouds that they rain no rain 
upon it.” 

(Isaiah 5:1-6) 

Men must bear fruit or else they shall perish. 
The fig tree was greatly privileged. It was in the 
vineyard. It was planted by the vineyard keeper 
himself. God causes every man to be born into the 
world. He stands behind every person as that 
person's creator and Lord. It was planted in the 
vineyard itself, right where there were other trees 
bearing fruit. It had the same soil, nourishment, 
rain, and sun from heaven. The fig tree's purpose 
was to bear fruit. It had been planted to bear fruit 
and it existed to bear fruit. It was by nature a fruit 
tree; therefore it was supposed to bear fruit. It had 
no other purpose for existing.  

The vineyard owner took the best care to 
cultivate the fruit, he fenced it, took it under his 
special protection, kept it night and day under his 
own eye, lest any should hurt it. He gathered the 
stones out of it that, as nothing from without 
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might damage it, so nothing from within might 
obstruct its fruitfulness. 

Yet see how this expectation, which was 
neither high nor hard, but righteous and reason-
able, was frustrated. The tree brought forth wild 
grapes; not only no fruit at all, but bad fruit, worse 
than none, grapes of Sodom (Deuteronomy 32:32). 
Wild grapes are the fruits of the corrupt nature, 
fruit according to the crabstock, not according to 
the engrafted branch, from the root of bitterness 
(Hebrews 12:15). Remember, where grace does not 
work, corruption will. Wild grapes are the hypo-
critical performances in religion, that look like 
grapes, but are sour or bitter, and are so far from 
being pleasing to God that they are provoking. 

The vineyard owner, God himself came 
looking for fruit. It was not someone else; it was 
God himself. He planted the tree to get fruit and 
he expected fruit. God expects fruit from those 
that enjoy vineyard privileges, not leaves only. 
The vineyard owner found no fruit to his dismay. 
The tree was bare. It failed in its purpose. The 
investment in the life of the tree was wasted.  

When God found no fruit on the tree, He asked 
“What could have been done more to my vineyard that I 
have not done in it?” The tree had everything. No 
inducements were lacking to it. God asked, 
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“Wherefore, what reason can be given why it should 
bring forth wild grapes, when I looked for grapes?” 
Note, the wickedness of those that profess 
religion, and enjoy the means of grace, is the most 
unreasonable unaccountable thing in the world, 
and the whole blame of it must lie upon the 
sinners themselves. 

The vineyard owner had waited patiently a 
long time (James 5:7). He had come time after time 
looking for fruit. The tree had plenty of time to 
bear fruit, if it were ever going to bear fruit. The 
owner’s patience was extremely long-suffering (2 
Peter 3:9). As far as God was concerned, the tree 
was wasting and misusing space. The purpose of 
the vineyard, the very reason for its existence, was 
to produce fruit for the owner. All space was 
needed for fruit. No space could be allowed to be 
wasted, not forever. The tree was hurting the 
production of the vineyard. The question God 
posited is, what should I do to my vineyard? 

Jesus followed up this discussion with the 
disciples in Luke 13:1-6 with a parable. He said, 

“A certain man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and 
found none. Then he said to the keeper of his 
vineyard, 'Look, for three years I have come 
seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none. 
Cut it down; why does it use up the ground?' 
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but he answered and said to him, ‘Sir, let it 
alone this year also, until I dig around it and 
fertilize it. And if it bears fruit, well. But if 
not, after that you can cut it down’.” 

(Luke 13:1-6) 

This is one parable Jesus did not bother to 
explain to the disciples. He simply demonstrated 
it. The owner of the tree had been nurturing it, 
caring for it for three years and then one day he 
said, cut it down. That was not a hasty decision. 
He took his time but judgment day came finally, it 
may be slow in coming but it will come. The tree 
was to be cut down. The owner pronounced judg-
ment. The vineyard dresser interceded for the 
unfruitful tree; he pleaded for mercy. He asked for 
another year, one last chance for the tree. God 
granted one last chance, one last opportunity. The 
question is: do you know when that last opportu-
nity would be given? 

Strangely enough, the disciples did not ask for 
explanation of the parable. Jesus also did not 
explain the parable, he simply demonstrated it. It 
was a parable meant to be demonstrated and not 
explained. It was a parable then, but it became a 
reality when Jesus encountered that fig tree that 
had no fruit.  

“And on the morrow, when they were come 
from Bethany, he was hungry: And seeing a 
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fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if 
haply he might find anything thereon: and 
when he came to it, he found nothing but 
leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. And 
Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat 
fruit of thee hereafter forever. And his disci-
ples heard it… And in the morning, as they 
passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from 
the roots. And Peter calling to remembrance 
saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree 
which thou cursedst is withered away.”  

(Mark 11:12-14, 20-21) 

Apparently, the one year period of grace had 
expired for that fig tree. Jesus pronounced judg-
ment immediately. Some have argued that the 
time of the fig tree had not come, and that it was 
not right to expect fruit from the fig tree. This is 
usually the problem with men, they always argue 
that the time has not come; Jesus is not coming yet; 
there is still more time to enjoy sin, enough time 
ahead to prepare for the coming of the Lord. But 
according to the time table of God, the period 
given for the fig tree to produce fruits had come 
and so it withered to the root; for failing in its one 
purpose. There was no pleading any more for that 
fig tree. After three years of watering and nourish-
ment; after the one year period of grace had 
expired; nothing could be said in its favour and 
God's judgment on it was executed. 
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For every man there is 'one more year'. The 
“one year” expired for the fig tree when Jesus 
came to it and found no fruit. He said, “Let no fruit 
grow on thee henceforward forever. And presently the 
fig tree withered away” (Matthew 21:19). There was 
no one to plead for that fig tree that day, but they 
witnessed the destruction of it.  No one pleaded 
for mercy for that fig tree because the one year 
period of grace granted had expired. Presently, 
you still have time to position yourself to where 
your destiny is, where God wants you to be. 

The judgment of God was based on the fruit.  

“And now also the axe is laid unto the root of 
the trees: therefore every tree which 
bringeth not forth fruit is hewned down, and 
cast into the fire.”   

(Matthew 3:10) 

“But that tree which beareth thorns and 
briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing: 
whose end is to be burned.” 

(Hebrews 6:8) 

The essence of our salvation is to bear fruit. 
Christ’s death on the cross was to liberate us from 
the clutches of the law and make us capable of 
fruit bearing.  To bear fruit, we must abide in 
Christ. Jesus said,  

“I am the true vine, and my father is the 
husbandman. Every branch in me that 
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beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every 
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it that 
it may bear more fruit. Now ye are clean 
through the word which I have spoken unto 
you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in 
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in 
me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: he 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye 
can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he 
is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; 
and men gather them, and cast them into 
the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 
Herein is my father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples”  

(John 15:1-8) 

He further stated: 

“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask 
of the Father in my name, he may give it 
you.” 

(John 15:16) 

Attachment to Christ is essential, if we are to 
bear fruit successfully. However, the sin we 
commit separates us from God (Isaiah 59:1-2). The 
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more you sin, the more difficult it becomes for you 
to bear fruit. We must abide in him and be in 
continual fellowship with him. As we fellowship 
with Christ, we are watered with the word of God 
so that we can bear fruit. The word of God 
cleanses us and makes us fruitful (John 15:3).  

Again, it must be stressed that sanctification is 
essential to fruit bearing. The issue of sanctifica-
tion has confused many for a long time. But there 
is no complication to it. It resolves itself to this; 
what is my choice? Where is the bent of my heart? 
If I have a choice between holiness and sin, which 
one would I choose?  If I have a choice to tell lies 
or speak the truth, which one would I choose? The 
bent of my heart determines and tells me clearly 
whether I am sanctified or not. It is not the length 
of my stay in church or age in the LORD. The 
issue is; has my heart changed? If I have a choice 
between stealing someone's handset and reporting 
a lost article to the Police, what will be my choice? 
It is our daily choices that indicate whether we are 
sanctified or not and where we are headed.  

Ananias and Sapphira made a choice (Acts 5:1-
11); they kept a part of the money and lied to the 
Holy Ghost and they were divinely executed. 
Peter asked Ananias, “Why has satan filled your 
heart to lie to the Holy Ghost?” Sanctification is of 
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the heart and is a product of our choices. When we 
live like the world, dress like the world, tell lies 
like the world; we deceive ourselves. If we say we 
are children of God, what fruits of repentance 
have you produced since you were born into the 
kingdom or do you just keep coming to ask for 
nourishment and watering without any fruit to 
show for it? The fruit that God expects of you are 
clearly stated:  

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance: against such there is 
no law.” 

(Galatians 5:22-23) 

The concept of progressive sanctification, like 
the concept of purgatory and once saved always 
saved, has secretly crept into the church and many 
have embraced it to their damnation. That is why 
many claimed they have accepted Christ and ten 
years down the line they have no tangible testi-
mony to show for following Jesus. They still tell 
lies with ease; fornicate and commit adultery; 
clinging to the world and claiming sonship of the 
kingdom. Where is the evidence of the new birth? 
Where are the fruits of repentance? 

How sad it is when God looks at our life and 
He sees only leaves without fruit. What a tragedy 
to waste the years that God has given us. The 
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tragedy is we do not know how many years we 
have left. No wonder the Psalmist prayed: “So 
teach us to number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). Listen beloved, 
Christianity without holiness, without seriousness, 
without sacrifice, without commitment to the One 
who saved us, cannot take us far. How far will 
you go with a compromised lifestyle? Clinging to 
the world and holding onto Jesus at the same time; 
is nothing short of deceit.  

Listen, if in matters as simple as dressing you 
cannot shape up, how will you do in great matters 
of holiness? It is time to shape up and bear fruit 
for the Lord because God is interested in fruit 
bearing. He demands that we bear fruit worthy of 
repentance.  

The message of John the Baptist was powerful, 
a message for all ages. He preached the truth 
about men, what they were and had become. They 
were 'vipers' and poisonous. They were sick and 
doomed. He told them to repent and bear fruit. 
And the fruit must be worthy (deserving), consis-
tent with repentance, fruit that shows a changed 
heart and a turning away from sin. They are to 
“walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the 
knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10). 
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John preached against pride. Many felt accept-
able to God because they had undergone a 
religious ritual. They thought how they lived 
mattered little. They were saved because they 
were special; special enough to be acceptable to 
God. Most people are prideful. They feel that God 
would never reject them. They feel acceptable 
because they are blessed with so much, somewhat 
religious, members of a church and regular 
worshippers. Indeed “there is a generation that are 
pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their 
filthiness” (Proverbs 20:6). Judgment however is 
coming and all trees that do not bear good fruit 
will be cut down and cast into fire. “But that which 
beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto 
cursing; whose end is to be burned” (Hebrews 6:8). 
Every tree, no matter the height or standing, that 
does not bear fruit shall be chopped down and 
destroyed. It does not matter how high (position) 
nor how green (appearance) the tree is; it must 
bear fruit or else be removed and destroyed. 

Repentance must affect lives or it is nothing. It 
must inspire love and care for others. A repentant 
heart is a giver; he must care enough to share his 
material goods with those who were in need. He 
must love and care for others enough to treat them 
fairly and respectfully and justly. A soldier of Christ 
must be truthful and honest, contented and 
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responsible. John’s message demanded a changed 
life. Has your life changed? John's message pierced 
the ears and the hearts of the people; he pressed and 
pressed upon the people their need to prepare for 
the coming of the Lord; John preached against sin in 
high places. He rebuked the ruler, Herod for his evil 
life and carnal excess, for his terrible sin of adultery. 
Herod could not stand this. The result was his arrest 
and incarceration. This notwithstanding, the Bible 
enjoins all believers to possess “...a good conscience; 
that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they 
may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversa-
tion in Christ” (1 Peter 3:16). Many professed soldier 
of Christ are rightly accused, for they bear not the 
fruits of repentance. 

I realize people want to have victory over the 
devil, but the question is: have you gotten victory 
over yourself? Jesus said, “repent for the kingdom of 
God is at hand.” What did he mean? Simply this: 
That when you repent and cleanse yourself of all 
uncleanness and disobedience, then the kingdom 
of God, which is not in word, but in power, will 
arrive in your life. It is then you will have power 
with glory. Don't let God give you the power or 
even prosperity as many are clamouring after, 
without the glory, otherwise on the last day he 
will have to say, “I never knew you, depart from me, 
ye workers of iniquity.” 
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I know we all want to trample over the devil 
and destroy his works, but how about marching 
over the anger, the hypocrisy, the lust, the lies, the 
covetousness and disobedience in our lives, first. 
Many want the treasure of the Kingdom, but do 
not want to pay the price. 

A lady came over to a Pastor after a crusade 
and told the story of her life. She was obviously on 
the wrong side of 30s without a husband, which 
she wanted desperately. After narrating how she 
had been ditched several times without a concrete 
proposal from any of the men that came her way, 
she started to cry. The Pastor wanted to weep with 
her but the Holy Spirit told the Pastor not to do so, 
that she had never followed Him consistently for 
two months. She had been fornicating. The Pastor 
then asked her when last she fornicated. She 
confessed to doing this few days before meeting 
the Pastor. She defended her action by saying: 
“You know pastor, when they propose to you, you 
just have to open up for them.” She had been 
opening up for people and wanted God to give 
her a brother that had been consecrating his life 
for years! Not so.  

A wife, at home, sorely provoked a deacon 
after a church service. The wife said something 
belittling of his status as a husband and he gave 
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her three slaps. After the deed was done, he 
confessed that he did not know what went wrong 
and why he had to slap his wife three times. As 
the Chinese would say, “once is a happenstance, 
twice is a coincidence, the third time is enemy 
action.” Probably the first slap could be excused 
but to slap somebody three times reveal that it was 
anger that was on display. We all do well to 
remember this signpost: “The man who could 
make me angry can kill me”  

This was the signpost that welcomes visitors to 
the office of an unbeliever. When asked to explain 
the phrase; he narrated how his senior brother 
bought a new white Cadillac and was so much in 
love with the car, that every morning he brought 
out the Cadillac and supervises its cleaning, 
personally. One day as he was wont to do, he had 
just finished the daily ritual of cleaning the white 
Cadillac when a taxi driver passed by, entered a 
pothole and splashed mud on the car. And 
because the taxi driver would not wait to apolo-
gise, the brother went into rage, cursing and 
shouting, at the top of his voice and as he was 
doing this he dropped down dead, beside the car. 
Since that day he learnt the lesson that the man 
who could make me mad could kill me. Indeed, as 
the Bible says, “anger resteth in the bosom of 
fools” (Ecclesiastes 7:9). 
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Another most important thing to repent of is 
our disobedience. Are you obedient when it comes 
to money? We sing, “Abraham's blessings are 
mine, I am blessed in the morning, I am blessed in 
the evening, Abraham's blessings are mine.” God 
is asking you: “Is that so? Do you know and if you 
know, are you practicing what Abraham did? He 
was a man totally surrendered to the will of God 
that he was ready to give up the gift (Isaac) for the 
sake of the Giver (Genesis 22:1-18).”  

In 2 Corinthians 10:4-6 we read:  

“For the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strongholds; Casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exal-
teth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ: And having in a readi-
ness to revenge all disobedience, when your 
obedience is fulfilled.”  

(2 Corinthians 10:4-6) 

Obedience and blessings are two sides of the 
same coin. The two go together. In Isaiah 1:18, the 
Bible says, “ 

If you are willing and obedient you will eat 
the fruits of the land.” 

(Isaiah 1:18) 

In Deuteronomy 5:29, God said,  
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“O that there were such an heart in them, 
that they would fear me, and keep my 
commandments always, that it might be well 
with them, and with their children forever!”  

(Deuteronomy 5:29) 

To obey is always better than sacrifice. 
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T he greatest gift from God to mankind is the 
gift of repentance. The gift was given in order to 
escape the wrath of God. When God wants to 
destroy any man, the first thing he takes away is 
the ability to repent (Matthew 13:11-15). This was 
the case with Pharaoh and Judas. Their hearts 
were hardened because the goodness of the Lord 
that could have led them to repentance was 
denied them. Pharaoh died in the Red Sea because 
he wanted to do what the Israelites did. That was 
suicide since he did not know who made the sea 
stagnant. Judas committed suicide not knowing 
the goodness of the Lord.  

The Bible says, “Or despisest thou the riches of his 
goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not 
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knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to 
repentance” (Romans 2:4). In the case of Pharaoh, 
his servant berated him, “How long shall this man be 
a snare unto us? Let the men go, that they may serve 
the LORD their God: knowest thou not yet that Egypt 
is destroyed” (Exodus 10:7), but he will not listen.   

Judas was warned but he would not listen. 
Jesus said, “The son of man goeth as it is written of 
him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is 
betrayed! It had been good for that man if he had not 
been born” (Matthew 26:24). Judas went ahead to 
ask, “Master is it I?” Jesus responded and said 
“Thou hast said.” He was identified as the bad 
guy. The Master pronounced a curse on the person 
who will betray him, yet Judas could not be 
bothered. It was impossible for him to repent. The 
gift of God eluded them both. Repentance leads to 
forgiveness and it is the only way out of the 
bondage of sin.  

 

The Basis of Forgiveness 

The basis of forgiveness lies in two things:  

1. The fact of creation 

God created mankind not the devil and God 
knows that it was the devil that misled mankind 
into disobeying him. Romans 8:20, says,  
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“For the creature was subject to vanity, not 
willingly but by reason of him who hath 
subjected the same in hope.” 

(Romans 8:20) 

What hope? The hope of enslaving mankind 
and thereby perpetuates his satanic reign on earth. 
If he cannot gain heaven, he should at least estab-
lish his satanic kingdom on earth without opposi-
tion of any kind (Revelation 12:1-17). The devil 
knows that the only way to ensure the enslave-
ment of mankind is by subjecting them to the 
bondage of sin.  

This is why God is always willing and ready to 
forgive, when we repent, because there is some-
thing of God in each of us. He knows Adam and 
Eve were misled into disobeying him.  It was God 
who created us, not the devil. It was God who 
breathed into man, the breath of life, for him to 
become a living soul. When the elder brother of 
the prodigal son was complaining; the father said, 
you don't know what you are saying “for this my 
son was dead but now he is alive” let us rejoice 
and be merry. 

God knew it was not you but the devil that 
pushed everyone into a lifestyle of disobedience, 
and as such, He is ever ready to forgive, provided 
we repent. God knew Adam and Eve were 
deceived into rebelling against him. They did not 



Walking with God 72 

rebel willingly. In another place, it was written, 
“And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 
deceived was in transgression” (1 Timothy 2:14). So it 
was through deceit that the enemy got Adam and 
Eve to embrace a lifestyle of disobedience. They did 
not on their own disobey God; somebody pushed 
them into doing so. This is why God is more than 
willing to forgive when our heart is contrite. 

 

2. The Weakness of Man 

The second reason for forgiveness through 
repentance is that God knows the weakness of man. 
God's compassion and readiness to forgive lies in 
His recognition of our fallibility. The Bible says, 

“The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and plenteous in mercy. He will not 
always chide: neither will he keep his anger 
forever. He hath not dealt with us after our 
sins; nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities. For as the heaven is high above 
the earth, so great is his mercy towards 
them that fear him. As far as the east is from 
the west, so far hath he removed our trans-
gressions from us.Like as a father pitieth his 
children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear 
him. For heknoweth our frame; he remem-
bereth that we are dust.” 

(Psalm 103:8-14) 
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The Psalmist says, that, God knows that we are 
dust and therefore pliable and subject to manipu-
lation. He has therefore given us the chance to 
return to him through the medium of repentance. 
Angels, we may quickly note, do not have this 
opportunity.  

The plan of the devil is to create enmity 
between mankind and God; and ruin the fellow-
ship between God and man. He deceived mankind 
by inciting Adam and Eve to disobey God's 
command and he succeeded. But God went ahead 
to frustrate him. God created a platform for recon-
ciliation. He said in Isaiah 1:18, 

“Come now, and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 

(Isaiah 1:18) 

A popular sticker reads: If you are going in the 
wrong direction, God permits U-turn. If you are 
going to North America and you discover that you 
are headed in the direction of South Pole, God 
allows a U-turn at any point in time. Nobody is 
too far gone that he cannot be forgiven as long as 
you are alive. Repentance is a gift, for the living, 
not the dead.  

The Bible, however, says: 
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“By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and 
by the fear of the Lord men depart from 
evil.” 

(Proverbs 16:6) 

The implication of this scripture is that you 
cannot obtain forgiveness by pleading for mercy 
and lying at the same time. You must come clean 
before God and men. You cannot be telling God 
that you are sorry and be telling men you did not 
do it. That is the product of a stony heart. Repen-
tance is not just a cheap way out of the predica-
ment of sin but God's way out of bondage of sin 
and therefore must be done to please God. Repen-
tance must be total to be effective. You cannot be 
opening up before God and be covering up before 
men. Shame is part of repentance. It is the price 
you have to pay to be forgiven. Ahab repented, put 
sackcloth upon his flesh and fasted and went about 
softly. Immediately, on seeing this, God directed 
Elijah to tell Ahab that the sentence for his iniquity 
would be suspended (1 Kings 21:27-29). 

It was not only God that saw him, humbled, 
but everyone. That was shameful for a king. It was 
not only God that saw David repent; even the 
servants were aware that the king had sinned 
against God. 

Repentance and cover up are strange bed-
fellows. You cannot do the two at the same time. It 
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is like blowing hot and cold, simultaneously. This 
is deceit. Every attempt at cover up is a signal that 
our repentance is only skin deep; it is not from the 
heart. It is a signal that we do not dislike the 
offence; we only hate the shame associated with 
being discovered. We are not sorry for the wrong 
doing; we became sober because we have been 
discovered. And if the same circumstance 
repeated itself, we will do it again, only this time, 
we would be more careful so as not to be caught. 
We would be smarter in committing the sin. In 
Psalm 51:17, David said, a contrite heart thou will 
not despise. If the heart is truly contrite, it will 
hate the iniquity and not venture near it again. 

The message of the prodigal son's story (Luke 
15:11-32) is not about the straying from home but 
about repentance. This is why the celebration was 
not about the elder brother who never 'sinned' or 
'left home' but about the homecoming, the coming 
back to life, of the prodigal son. It is good not to 
leave home but heaven placed a premium on 
those who strayed and returned because there is 
no flesh that has never strayed.  

The Bible says, “all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23), but according to 
Apostle Paul, the past, “God winked at; but now 
commandeth all men everywhere to repent” (Acts 
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17:30). This is the central mission of the Lord Jesus 
Christ which is to “save his people from their 
sin” (Matthew 1:21). 

Now listen, simply because the prodigal son 
was celebrated on his return does not mean repen-
tance is a cheap way to commit sin and then 
return to God. The undue emphasis placed on the 
celebration of the prodigal son could be mislead-
ing to some who deliberately go into sin, counting 
on the generosity of our heavenly father to accept 
them back. Listen, repentance is costly. Even from 
the account of the prodigal son, he lost all that was 
glamorous about him in the foreign land. When he 
was in the foreign land, he lost everything 
precious.  

He learnt a bitter lesson that each time you 
wandered away from the protective arm of the 
Lord, who is our shepherd, you lose the benefits of 
shepherding. In the foreign land, the prodigal son 
suffered deprivations, hunger, thirst, bitterness, 
loss of friends and many good things, hitherto 
taken for granted. He learnt the bitter lesson that 
in the foreign land people do not add to you; 
rather, they take away from you everything 
precious and when they perceive that you have 
nothing more to offer, they do away with you, for 
you are useless to them now. 
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True repentance is about the acknowledge-
ment of the depravity of man. Jesus said,  

“I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine just persons, 
which need no repentance.”  

(Luke 15:7,10) 

He further posited as follows:  

“How think ye? If a man have an hundred 
sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth 
he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth 
into the mountains, and seeketh that which 
is gone astray? And if so be that he find it, 
verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of 
that sheep, than of the ninety and nine 
which went not astray.”  

(Matthew 18:12-13) 

Man is lost and must be recovered and the 
only path of recovery is the route of repentance. 
Until the change of 'heart of stone' is effected and a 
'heart of flesh' is received from above, man is a 
decorated pig and will return to wallow in the 
mire, if given the slightest chance. This explains 
the situation of many today. They have not experi-
enced any transformation in their lives. Christian-
ity has become a religion, a business undertaking, 
pursued with vigour and passion, for the sake of 
the man of God and not for God. They seek no 
relationship with their maker but a hollow confes-
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sion of faith for the sake of filthy lucre. Church 
activities are to further their enlightened self 
interest. Their god is their belly (Philippians 3:19). 

The truth is: repentance is costly as it does not 
permit the keeping of the loot gathered from 
iniquity. The son that came from the affair with 
Bathsheba died; not even the fasting and praying 
by David could keep him alive. But Ahab kept the 
vineyard of Naboth and eventually died with the 
loot. Remember Zaccheus, the tax collector. Of his 
own volition, he told Jesus, 

“And Zaccheus stood, and said unto the 
Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor; and if I have taken anything 
from any man by false accusation, I restore 
him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This 
day is salvation come to this house, forso-
much as he also is a son of Abraham. For the 
Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost.”  

(Luke 19:8-10) 

Repentance is not just a plea to escape punish-
ment; it is also a promise not to commit the offence 
again. This is where the robbers meet the road for 
many. Many are quick to repent but not ready to 
turn their back on sin. Look at David, we never 
saw him commit adultery again. He gathered him-
self together, faced the punishment and move on 
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to righteousness. The prodigal son never went 
astray again. He had learnt his lessons. When our 
mind is not made up to part ways with sin, our 
repentance is only skin deep; it is certain we will 
do it again. 

Repentance is a means through which we 
develop hatred for the sin committed. It is this 
hatred for iniquity that will keep the person away 
from going back to the sin. When and if he goes 
back, he is likened to a dog that returns to his 
vomit. How horrible. Hatred for sin is important if 
we are to live holy. The Bible says of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; 

“Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above 
thy fellows.”  

(Hebrews 1:9) 

Repentance is a privilege; an opportunity 
which should not be abused but accompanied 
with a promise not to do it again. Be rest assured, 
that, if the prodigal son had strayed the second 
time, there would have been no merriment or joy 
at his home coming, even if he is accepted back. 
Trust would have been abused and destroyed. 
Anybody can abuse the first opportunity but to 
abuse it the second time, is to be an ingrate and to 
take the giver of the opportunity for granted. 
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When the Lord Jesus said, “forgive your brother 
seventy times seven,” (Matthew 18:21-22), yes, this is 
good and acceptable but the implication for the 
aggressor is that he would have successfully 
destroyed the trust in the relationship. If we abuse 
this scripture, the implication is that whenever 
there is a serious assignment to be committed to 
someone, the name of the recalcitrant offender will 
not come for mention; not because he was not for-
given but because the level of trust has depleted, 
significantly.  

Remember you may be forgiven but cursed. 
This is the awful lesson brought home to us 
powerfully in the escapade of David with Bath-
sheba. He committed adultery with Bathsheba, 
murdered the husband smartly and took over his 
wife. God said through Prophet Nathan, 

“Wherefore hast thou despised the com-
mandment of the LORD, to do evil in his 
sight? Thou has killed Uriah the Hittite with 
the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy 
wife, and hast slain him with the sword of 
the children of Ammon. Now therefore the 
sword shall never depart from thy house; 
because thou hast despised me, and hast 
taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy 
wife. Thus saith the Lord, Behold I will raise 
up evil against thee out of thine own house, 
and in will take thy wives before thine eyes, 
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and give them unto thy neighbour, and he 
shall lie with thy wives in the sight of the 
sun. For thou didst it secretly: but i will do 
this thing before all Israel, and before the 
sun.” 

(2 Samuel 12:9-12) 

David responded, 

“And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned 
against the LORD. And Nathan said unto 
David, The LORD also hath taken away thy 
sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because by 
this deed thou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the 
child also that is born unto thee shall surely 
die.” 

(2 Samuel12:13-14) 

He was forgiven but cursed. All the curses 
came to pass. Every sin has a consequence and 
forgiveness does not eliminate the discipline and 
consequences of that sin. By the time God dealt 
with Samson, the hair on his head began to grow 
again; he regained his power but he never 
regained those eyes that the Philistines removed. 
Forgiveness may remove the condemnation of sin 
but it will not eliminate the punishment. Sin has 
terrible consequences.  

It is possible for someone who engages in 
fornication and adultery to repent but if 
gonorrhoea or HIV has entered, it may kill the 
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person. And it is possible the person will still 
make heaven. Forgiveness does not free you from 
accountability; forgiveness does not negate the 
consequences of your sinful conduct.   
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REPENTANCE AND DELIVERANCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T he key to many deliverance cases is true 
repentance. One major verse of the scriptures, 
which underscores the importance of repentance 
in the deliverance ministry says, “If the foundations 
be destroyed what shall the righteous do?” (Psalm 
11:3). The Bible says “the prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much” (James 5:13), but this is where the 
foundation has not been tampered with. If the 
foundation is rotten or faulty, the righteous man's 
prayer will not avail anything.  

When the foundation is destroyed; only God, 
can repair it. It is no longer a work for man but 
God, who alone can visit foundations and cause 
restoration in the life of men. Stop running helter-
skelter and personally call on Him who is able and 
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willing to visit your foundation and repair the 
damage of many years in your life.  

God said in Ezekiel 14:13-20: 

“Son of man, when the land sinneth against 
me by trespassing grievously, then will I 
stretch out mine hand upon it, and will 
break the staff of the bread thereof, and will 
send famine upon it, and will cut off man 
and beast from it: Though these three men, 
Noah, Daniel and Job, were in it, they should 
deliver but their own souls by their right-
eousness, saith the Lord GOD. If I cause 
noisome beast to pass through the land, and 
they spoil it, so that it be desolate, that no 
man may pass through because of the 
beasts: though these three men were in it, 
as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall 
deliver neither sons nor daughters: they only 
shall be delivered, but the land shall be 
desolate…Or if I send a pestilence into the 
land, and pour out my fury upon it in blood, 
to cut off from it man and beast: though 
Noah, Daniel, ad Job, were in it, as I live, 
saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither 
son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their 
own souls by their righteousness.” 

(Ezekiel 14:13-20) 

God said that even if Noah, Daniel and Job 
were to stand to plead for some people, he would 
not hear. They will only succeed in pleading their 
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own cause. Why? The foundation must be 
repaired personally. 

Effective repentance is always personal. David 
prayed a personal prayer of repentance after his 
sin was revealed and God had mercy on him. 
Ahab prayed a personal prayer of repentance and 
got a reprieve from God. They did not engage in 
cover up or call for a group of intercessor to inter-
cede for them in order to escape punishment. 
When you are sincere and you approach God with 
penitence you will have his pardon. 

Another verse of the scripture which stresses 
the importance of repentance in deliverance is 
(Proverbs 26:2). It says “As the bird by wandering, as 
the swallow by flying, so the curse causeless shall not 
come.” Many are afflicted because there is a cause 
for it. Until the cause is removed, the curse will not 
depart.  Curse is attached to cause. When you 
remove the cause, the curse ceases. The cause is sin 
and when you repent, the force of the curse dies.  

Balaam, the soothsayer, understood this 
perfectly. He told a bewildered Balak, who invited 
him to “come, curse me Jacob, and come defy 
Israel” (Numbers23:7),  

“Behold, I have received commandment to 
bless; and he hath blessed; and I cannot 
reverse it. He hath not beheld iniquity in 
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Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in 
Israel: the LORD his God is with him, and the 
shout of a king is among them. Surely there 
is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is 
there any divination against Israel…” 

(Numbers 23:20,21,23) 

Balaam was saying in effect that what gives 
curses its force is absent. There is no cause to propel 
the curse in the life of Jacob. It is sin that gives life 
to every curse. John the beloved added his voice to 
this. He said: “We know that whosoever is born of God 
sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth 
himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not” (1 John 
5:18). This is because, as the Bible says, “He that 
diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and whoso breaketh an 
hedge, a serpent shall bite him” (Ecclesiastes 10:8). 

A minister who delights in casting out demons 
and does not preach holiness or command the 
people to repent from their sin is like a dog that 
takes shit. The dog cares less how the shit came 
about; he simply licked them all up. He is a 
cleaner but not a good one. A good cleaner is one 
who insists that you do not mess up your life or 
break the edge of protection around your life; 
otherwise the serpent would bite. 

The man who preaches holiness as a lifestyle 
demands that you should not mess up your life 
'lest a worse thing come upon thee'. It is far better, 
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he reasoned, not to be messed up than after giving 
the enemy a foothold to begin to solicit for the 
assistance of a “cleaner” who will either do his 
duty for free or for a fee. The command of God 
that says “Touch not mine anointed, and do my 
prophet no harm” (Psalms 105:15), has embedded in 
it the corresponding obligation on the part of the 
anointed, not to meddle with the things of the 
enemy, for that would be tantamount to breaking 
the hedge of God.  

The two must go hand-in-hand. A good 
minister must combine both. He must be ready to 
clean up but also insist that there should be no 
messing around. When you clean up without 
insisting that there be no messing around, you will 
be loved and adored by the people; for they loved 
to wallow in sin and yet not be troubled by the 
devil. This will only cause incalculable harm to the 
victim. Jesus was no such cleaner. He always 
admonished, “Go and sin no more lest a worse thing 
come upon thee.” Why such insistence? Because he 
had earlier said: 

“When the unclean spirit is gone out of a 
man, he walketh through dry places, seeking 
rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return 
unto my house whence I came out. And 
when he cometh, he findeth it swept and 
garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh to him 
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seven other spirits more wicked than 
himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: 
and the last state of that man is worse than 
the first.” 

(Luke 11:24-26) 

Many deliverance ministers are popular 
because they are simply 'cleaners' who will not 
demand repentance and a lifestyle of holiness 
from the people. They love the filthy lucre that 
comes from such occupation. But Jesus warned,  

“Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my father which 
is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? And in thy name have we cast out 
devils? And in thy name done many wonder-
ful works? And then will I profess unto them, 
I never knew you; depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity.” 

(Matthew 7:21-23) 

The classification of the deliverance minister 
and prophets into the category of workers of 
iniquity could be as a result of their tolerance of 
the sinful habits of the people. They never rebuked 
them for their sins because they loved the fame 
and the gifts associated with the cleaning exercise.  

A young man of marriageable age came to a 
Pastor for deliverance from body odour. He stated 
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that all his girlfriends were deserting him because 
of the offensive odour that oozes out of his body 
and that has defied all medical aids. The Pastor 
wanted to pray but the Holy Spirit told him not to 
pray, and that if he prayed, there would be no 
result. The Pastor wondered why but obeyed and 
asked the young man to tell him his background. 
In the course of the discussion, it was revealed that 
the young man stole the savings of a group of 
children meant to celebrate Christmas. He was 
their school teacher at the time. The young man 
got admission to further his education and took 
off with their money. The children reported the 
matter to God in their own way and the result was 
the body odour. There was actually no need for 
prayer, for as the young man went back to the 
village and restituted his ways with the children, 
the body odour disappeared, giving way to a 
healthy relationship with others. 

The story of another young man, afflicted with 
a very strange disease, gives vent to the proposi-
tion that every curse has a cause. The young man's 
father was in want and desiring to send this young 
man to school, stole a bicycle belonging to a 
neighbour. He sold it and was able to pay the 
school fees of the young man. The owner of the 
bicycle placed a curse on the person who stole his 
bicycle, stressing that if the family take as much as 
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the staple food, rice, a strange disease should 
afflict them. And it came to pass that each time the 
young man ate rice, he was always afflicted. 
Prayers were made in vain until the Holy Spirit 
revealed the cause. The young man restituted and 
bought a brand new cycle for the children of the 
bicycle owner, who was by now deceased; and 
this ended the strange illness, for which no cure 
was found for years. 

To be delivered from all manners of afflictions, 
the true key is repentance. What man must do is to 
repent, turn to God and turn away from sin and the 
coming destruction. When there is repentance 
“moments of refreshing” shall come again. Men 
however will try all manners of contrivance. They 
will pray, they will fast, they can pay their way 
through no matter how expensive it is but to repent 
they will not. Asking them to eat the humble pie is 
asking for too much. They prefer to go to the bar 
beach at night, to be washed by prophets without 
honour. They are ready to spend their money to 
purchase peace of mind but to repent and turn 
from their wickedness, they would not.  

Jesus, echoing the words of Prophet Isaiah, 
said in Matthew 15:8-9,  

“This people draweth nigh unto me with 
their mouth, and honoureth me with their 
lips; but their heart is far from me. But in 
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vain do they worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men.”  

(Matthew 15:8,9) 

Since repentance is not just to confess but also 
to forsake, men will not repent. Where there is 
true repentance, the hand of God moves. His 
compassion knows no bound and He will arise, 
though it happens in the middle of the night. 
Prophet Isaiah said, 

“BEHOLD, the LORD's hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid his face from you, that he 
will not hear.” 

(Isaiah 59:1-2) 

Any sin in your life will strengthen your 
enemy to fight you harder. In Joshua chapter 7, it 
was a bewildered Joshua, along with the elders of 
Israel, who lay on his face to the ground fasting, 
praying and crying. Joshua was busy praying to 
God after the defeat of Israel in the hands of the 
people of Ai. He lay down on his face crying and 
requesting for God's intervention and brandishing 
the covenant that God made with Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob as his platform. God said, 

“Get thee up; wherefore liest thou thus 
upon thy face? Israel hath sinned, and they 
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have also transgressed my covenant which I 
commanded them: for they have even taken 
of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, 
and dissembled also, and they have put it 
even among their own stuff. Therefore the 
children of Israel could not stand before 
their enemies, but turned their backs before 
their enemies, because they were accursed: 
neither will I be with you anymore, except ye 
destroy the accursed from among you.” 

(Joshua 7:10-12) 

God was asking Joshua, Is this the time to pray? 
Get up and clean up. Listen; until we repent we tie 
the hands of God to fight on our behalf. The correct 
thing to do is not to pray but to remove the accursed 
thing from our lives. The offence must be removed 
for the cure to manifest. The moment Achan was 
discovered and dislodged with the accursed thing, 
the defeat of the city of Ai was accomplished. God 
became the master strategist who orchestrated the 
plan and ensured that not only was the city of Ai 
defeated, it became a dung hill to this day. “And 
Joshua burnt Ai, and made it an heap forever, even a 
desolation unto this day” (Joshua 8:28). 

What God expects from us is not prayer but 
repentance. It is not your prayer that is as important 
to God as your heart of repentance. The Bible says, 
“He that turneth his ear from hearing the law, even his 
prayer shall be abomination” (Proverbs 28:9). 
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What God expects from many people is not 
service but repentance. The condition of the heart 
is more important to God than your service. In 2 
Chronicles 25:2, speaking about King Amaziah, 
the Bible says, “And he did that which was right in 
the sight of the LORD, but not with a perfect heart.” 
He was rendering service with a lot of zeal but 
God was concerned about the condition of his 
heart. If you steal and you bring the proceeds to 
God to build a house of worship or to minister to 
men of God, it is a waste of time and resources. 
The Bible accentuates this fact and says in 
Proverbs 21:27, “The sacrifice of the wicked is 
abomination: how much more, when he bringeth it with 
a wicked mind.” 

To be wise is to repent of your iniquitous 
behaviour and to forsake them. This is one major 
weapon that the enemy has no solution to. But 
people prefer to do all else, except repent. In 
Micah 6:6-8, God made a proposal to the people of 
Israel on how best they could be accommodated 
with Him, having been at variance in times past. 
The people were convicted of their injustice and 
ingratitude towards God. They express the desires 
to be at peace with God upon any terms. So they 
said in verse 6: 

“Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, 
and bow myself before the high God? Shall I 
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come before him with burnt offerings, with 
calves of a year old? Will the LORD be 
pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten 
thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of 
my body for the sin of my soul?” 

(Micah 6:6,7) 

This proposal betrays their ignorance, though 
it shows zeal. They offer that which is very rich 
and costly - thousands of rams. They offer that 
which is very dear to them, and which they would 
be most loath to part with. They could be 
contented to part with their firstborn for their 
transgression, if that would be acceptable as atone-
ment, and the fruit of their body for the sin of their 
soul. All that rightly understand their own interest 
cannot but be solicitous of what they must do to 
please God, to avoid his displeasure and to obtain 
his good will. It is correct to seek for ways to be in 
right standing with God and for this purpose sin 
must be atoned for. 

To those that had become vain in their imagi-
nations this seemed a probable and expedient way 
of making satisfaction for sin, because our children 
are pieces of ourselves; and therefore the heathen 
sacrificed their children, to appease their offended 
deities. Without doubt, those that are thoroughly 
convinced of sin, of the malignity of it, and of their 
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misery and danger by reason of it, would give the 
entire world, if they had it, for peace and pardon. 
But these offers, if accepted by God as the price of 
peace would be too great a price to pay by all and 
too small a price to pay by some. God gave man-
kind a level playing field. God had often declared 
that to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams, that sacrifices and offerings 
he would not accept in place of obedience. 

Some of the proposals for peace were even 
absurd like the offering of rivers of oil. One stream 
of the blood of Jesus Christ is worth ten thousands 
of rivers of oil. Some were wicked things outright 
as to give our first-born and the fruit of our body 
to death, which would but add to the transgres-
sion and the sin of the soul. All these are external 
things, parts of that bodily exercise, which 
profiteth little and which could not make the 
comers thereunto perfect. They are all insignifi-
cant, and insufficient to attain the end proposed; 
they could not answer the demands of divine 
justice, nor satisfy the wrong done to God in his 
honour by sin, nor would they serve in lieu of the 
sanctification of the heart and the reformation of 
the life. Men will part with anything rather than their 
sins, but they part with nothing to God's acceptance 
unless they part with them. God declares plainly 
what he demands, and insists upon, from those 
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that would be accepted of him. Let their money 
perish with them that think the pardon of sin and 
the favour of God may be so purchased. In verse 8, 
the prophet said: 

“He hath shown thee, O man, what is good; 
and what doth the LORD require of thee, but 
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God.” 

(Micah 6:8) 

It is God himself that has shown us what we 
must do. We need not trouble ourselves to make 
proposals; the terms are already settled and laid 
down. He whom we have offended, and to whom 
we are accountable, has told us upon what condi-
tions he would be reconciled to us. Our relation-
ship with God requires sacrifice and forgiveness, 
but it is not our sacrifice. Sin goes far too deep in 
us. It has twisted us all out of shape, making us 
hardly recognisable to the one who made us. 
Consequently, our “sacrifices” for God easily 
become manifestations of our sin, not our love for 
Him. We use them as a bargaining weapon. “If I 
do this for you, God, will you do this for me?” We 
try to use these sacrifices to control His behaviour 
and bring Him down to our level. But this will 
never lead us to deeper intimacy with God. 

When the Lord Jesus Christ was asked to 
explain why he spoke in parables to the people, 



Repentance 97 

He said,  

“Because it is given unto you to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it is not given. For whosoever hath, to 
him shall be given, and he shall have more 
abundance: but whosoever hath not, from 
him shall be taken away even that he hath. 
Therefore speak I to them in parables: 
because they seeing see not; and hearing 
they hear not, neither do they understand. 
And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of 
Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, 
and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall 
see, and shall not perceive: For this people's 
heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull 
of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; 
lest at any time they should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and should 
understand with their heart, and should be 
converted, and I should heal them.” 

(Matthew 13:11-15) 

This is a powerful scripture revealing the secret 
of the Almighty God. When a man turns to God in 
repentance, God absolutely has no choice but to 
deal with him. The word “converted” in this verse 
is actually referring to repentance. Only a man 
who is healed (forgiven) can have a relationship 
with God. Repentance is the gift of God (Acts 
11:18) and it is the final solution to all miseries. “Or 
despiseth thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance 
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and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of 
God leadeth thee to repentance” (Romans 2:4). 

Why are we saying all these, it is possible that 
this is the only message you need to hear for your 
life to experience the turn around you have been 
longing for. May be you do not need so many 
messages other than to repent. It may be the reason 
why so many things have not taken shape in your 
life. Even if you say certain things are happening in 
your life, are you sure it is not a camouflage, a lie, a 
mirage and the ultimate question is, will it last? 
Running around men of God asking for prayers is 
not and cannot be the solution. It can only work for 
a while; as a palliative measure, why not repent? 
Fasting and prayer, effective as they are, may 
sometime fail to yield the desired result except 
when preceded by repentance. 

“Then said the Lord unto me, pray not for 
this people for their good. When they fast, I 
will not hear their cry; and when they offer 
burnt offering and an oblation, I will not 
accept them: but I will consume them by the 
sword, and by the famine, and by the pesti-
lence.”  

(Jeremiah 14:11-14) 
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OF SAUL, DAVID AND AHAB  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T rue repentance holds the hand of God from 
inflicting judgement and in this case it is not injus-
tice but non-justice. God does not always act with 
justice. Sometimes he acts with mercy. Mercy is not 
justice, but it is also not injustice. Injustice violates 
righteousness. Mercy manifests kindness and grace 
and does no violence to righteousness. We may see 
non-justice in God, which is mercy, but we never 
see injustice in God. The story of the three kings, 
Saul, David and Ahab, is apposite here.  

Saul, the first King in Israel, was given a divine 
mandate to carry out a holy war against the 
Amalekites. In executing the divine vengeance, he 
was not to spare anyone and anything. He, as King, 
used his discretion in sparing the best of sheep and 
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the King of the Amalekites. The Bible says when 
God's representative came to him in Gilgal, it was 
Saul who fired the first salvo and said, “Blessed be 
thou of the LORD: I have performed the commandment 
of the LORD.” Samuel was perplexed and asked a 
rhetorical question, saying, “What meaneth then this 
bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the 
oxen which I hear?”Saul, confronted with the reality 
of the situation, now said:  

“They (not me) have brought them from the 
Amalekites: for the people spared the best 
of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice 
unto the Lord thy God; and the rest we have 
utterly destroyed.”  

(1 Samuel 15:15) 

Samuel responded  

“Wherefore then didst thou not obey the 
voice of the LORD, but didst fly upon the 
spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the 
LORD?”  

(1 Samuel 15:19) 

Saul was not to be outdone, he said:  

“Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, 
and have gone the way which the LORD sent 
me, and have brought Agag the king of 
Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the 
Amalekites. But the people took of the spoil, 
sheep and oxen, the chief of the things 
which should have been utterly destroyed, 
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to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God in Gilgal.” 

(1 Samuel 15:20,21)   

These immortal words were then uttered:  

“Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the 
voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, 
and stubbornness is as iniquity as idolatry. 
Because thou has rejected the word of the 
LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being 
king.”  

(1 Samuel 15:22-23) 

Rather than repent and seek forgiveness, Saul 
said, 

“I have sinned: yet honour me now, I pray 
thee, before the elders of my people, and 
before Israel, and turn again with me, that I 
may worship the LORD thy God.” 

(1 Samuel 15:30) 

Now honour me (not honour the Lord) and 
make the sacrifice with me in the presence of this 
people. He valued the approval of men than the 
presence of God so much that he tore the garment 
of Samuel, in his bid to persuade the prophet to 
hearken unto him. He failed to repent. He did not 
take away the object of enmity between God and 
himself. It was Samuel who eventually took the 
gauntlet by hewing Agag in pieces “before the 
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LORD in Gilgal” The Bible says,  

“And Samuel came no more to see Saul until 
the day of his death: nevertheless Samuel 
mourned for Saul: and the LORD repented 
that he had made Saul king over Israel.” 

(1 Samuel 15:35) 

This is a sad irony. It was Saul who sinned but 
it was Samuel who mourned. Samuel was praying 
and Saul was playing. What was the consequence 
of this paradox? In 1 Samuel 16:14 we read: 

“But the spirit of the LORD departed from 
Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD 
troubled him” In verse 23, the Bible says, 
“And it came to pass, when the evil spirit 
from God was upon Saul, that David took an 
harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was 
refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit 
departed from him.”  

(1 Samuel 16:14) 

David playing on the instrument was merely a 
palliative, not curative, measure. What would 
have delivered Saul completely was a change of 
heart, repentance. He did not repent and so in 1 
Samuel 18:10, the Bible again says,  

“And it came to pass on the morrow, that the 
evil spirit from God came upon Saul, and he 
prophesied in the midst of the house; and 
David played with his hand, as at other 
times: and there was a javelin in Saul's hand. 
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And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will 
smite David even to the wall with it. And 
David avoided him twice.” 

(1 Samuel 18:10) 

The remedy that Saul needed for his deliverance 
from the murderous rage inspired by the evil spirit 
was repentance. He could have enjoyed restoration 
but he chose to continue in his pernicious ways. His 
end was pathetic. He died on the mount of Gilboa, 
unsung, unwept and uncelebrated. 

Ahab showcased repentance without forsak-
ing. While it is good to repent, it is equally impor-
tant to forsake the object of enmity between God 
and us. Ahab saw the vineyard of one of his 
subjects, Naboth and coveted it.  He shied from 
outright seizure and decided to buy same for 
himself. When the deal fell through, he became 
dejected and would not eat.  

Covetousness is a disease that kills content-
ment. It takes away happiness and appetite and 
makes the person to pine away in sorrow. This 
was the condition Jezebel found her husband and 
proposes the elimination of the cause of this 
strange disease, in the life of her husband. They 
plotted and carried out this heinous crime in the 
full glare of all. Naboth was stoned to death for 
refusing to part lightly with the patrimony of his 
forbears. 



Walking with God 104 

On completion of the act of murder, God dis-
patched the fearsome prophet, Elijah, to announce 
to the elated King, who had promptly taken 
possession of another's property (the fruit of his 
wickedness), the coming judgment. In 1 King 21:27
-29, we were given a full account of the probative 
value of repentance in the sight of God. 

“And it came to pass, when Ahab heard 
those words, that he rent his clothes, and 
put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and 
lay in sackcloth, and went softly. And the 
word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tish-
bite saying, Seest thou how Ahab humbleth 
himself before me? Because he humbleth 
himself before me, I will not bring the evil in 
his days: but in his son's days will I bring the 
evil upon his house.” 

(1 Kings 21:27-29) 

Ahab's repentance showed that evil predic-
tions can be done away with or at least temporar-
ily averted, when we repent. Ahab could have 
progressed further but the presence of his iniqui-
tous and wickedness personified wife, Jezebel, 
was too intimidating. It was too alluring for him to 
resist and pursue the forgiveness of his sins to 
logical conclusion. He simply lapsed into further 
iniquity, until his neck was well tied by the rope 
and found no further way of escape. The Bible 
says in Proverbs 29:1, “He, that being often reproved, 
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hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and 
that without remedy.” He died in the battlefield in 
which he was the only casualty and dogs licked 
his blood thus bringing to pass, the judgement of 
God as pronounced by Prophet Elijah.  

This is where many missed it, when you 
repent; you obtain forgiveness but that is based on 
your not continuing or reviving the object of 
enmity. Just as Jesus said to the woman caught in 
adultery “Go and sin no more” (John 8:11), the 
sinner is not expected to take forgiveness for 
granted. You are to abandon or eliminate the 
cause of the enmity. If you lament and bewail past 
sins and do not forsake them, your repentance is 
in vain; you are mocking God, and deceiving your 
own soul. You must put off the old man, with his 
deeds, before you can put on the new man, Christ 
Jesus. The Bible says, “He that covereth his sins shall 
not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). The forsaking of 
the sin repented of is key, very important, in the 
sight of God. The probative value of repentance is 
enhanced when accompanied by forsaking of the 
sin and total dedication to God.  

When we confess and do not promise to 
forsake the offending act, we come short of the 
mercy of the Lord. When we promise not to 
commit the offence again we partner with God 
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against sin. The mercy of the Lord is in our 
promise to hate sin. By so promising, we enlist on 
the side of God for righteousness in the fight 
against sin. To recognise that we have committed 
sin is good, but it avail nothing if we do not 
promise to resist the sin in future. Listen to the 
words of Elihu. He said, 

“That which I see not teach thou me: if I 
have done iniquity, I will do no more.” 

(Job 34:32) 

The promise to fight sin evokes the compas-
sion of God; who graciously grants the compan-
ionship of mercy. Mercy takes over and helps in 
the fight against sin, thereby making us stronger 
to resist the sin that doth easily beset us. It is good 
to confess; but it is meaningful when we forsake. 
Without a forsaking, repentance has no meaning 
for then mercy is not granted. 

King David, well beloved of God, demon-
strated fully the place of repentance in the sight of 
God. He committed adultery, attempted a cover 
up, and eventually murdered the husband of 
Bathsheba. This progression showed the nature of 
sin. The more a person sins, the harder and more 
sinful he becomes. Sin begets sin; sin nourishes 
more and more sin. The more a person sins, the 
easier it is for him to sin. One sin prepares the 
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heart for the next sin. The human heart just 
becomes hardened the more it sins. Sin deceives 
and looks good, but the more a person sins, the 
more enslaved he becomes to sin.  

David's failure to repent on time shows the 
clear and present danger that follows promotion 
in the Kingdom. When David was wandering 
about in the desert with Saul seeking to take his 
life, he had several, unusual, opportunities to take 
Saul's life. On two occasions, David had opportu-
nity to get even with Saul (and take his life), but 
David said, “The Lord forbid that I should (harm) 
my master, the Lord's anointed.” It did not take 
him a moment to repent when he cut the hem of 
Saul's garment. His heart smote him. Now, as the 
king of Israel, he committed adultery and murder, 
yet he was not moved to mourn. Many become too 
big to repent of their sins, they resort to cover up. 
It was not until Nathan, the prophet, confronted 
David with his sins, that he acknowledged it and 
sought forgiveness. 

When the prophet of God confronted him, 
David said: “I have sinned against the LORD.” 
Immediately, following this acknowledgement of 
sin, Prophet Nathan said,  

“The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou 
shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this deed 
thou hast given great occasion to the 
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enemies to blaspheme, the child also that is 
born unto thee shall surely die.” 

(2 Samuel 12: 13-14) 

He repented and forsook the object of enmity 
between him and God. He accepted the verdict of 
God concerning the fruit of his sin with Bathseba, to 
the consternation of his servants. One beautiful 
thing about his life is that David wasn't too proud to 
hold out his hand for help. It is important to note 
that when the prophet of God announced the 
impending doom to the three kings, only Ahab and 
David turned to God in repentance. Saul cared not 
for the presence of God. He was satisfied with the 
honour he had with the people. David went straight 
to the temple to seek the face of God. The prayer he 
offered was well captured in Psalm 51:1-5: 

“Have mercy on me, O God, according to thy 
loving-kindness: according unto the multi-
tude of thy tender mercies blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from 
mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I acknowledge my transgressions: and 
my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee 
only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy 
sight: that thou mightest be justified when 
thou speakest, and be clear when thou 
judgest. Behold I was shapen in iniquity; and 
in sin did my mother conceive me.”  

(Psalm 51:1-5) 
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He pleaded further in Psalm 51:9-12: 

“Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all 
mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, 
O God; and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence; and 
take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore 
unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold 
me with thy free spirit.” 

(Psalm 51:9-12) 

Repentance has such a great probative value in 
the sight of God because of His unfailing love. The 
force of repentance is found in love so eternal and 
so amazing that a sinner once an outcast, at the 
moment of repentance, found peace unspeakable 
in His presence. God has no pleasure in the death 
of a sinner: He demands only repentance.  

Apostle Paul told us plainly in Romans 
5:8,“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Prophet Ezekiel told us why God did this, “For 
I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith 
the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live 
ye” (Ezekiel 18:32).  

David knew the secret. He said in Psalms 
51:16-17, 

“For thou desirest not sacrifice; else will I 
give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 
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broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise.” 

(Psalm 51:16,17) 

David had faults. He committed sin. He was 
guilty of great offences. But unlike King Saul, 
David was not rebellious and disobedient. David 
was quick to repent. Unlike Ahab, he did not 
merely confess his sin, he also forsook them. 
Because of this willingness to repent, Paul says, 
David was a man whose heart was inclined 
toward God. In Acts 13:22, we read, “I have found 
David, a man after mine own heart, who shall fulfil all 
my will.” Many believed, and rightly so, that what 
endeared David to God was his worship life. 
Beyond this, however, was his attitude to repen-
tance. The most powerful words ever penned 
down by man on repentance, of course, under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, were by David. 
Psalm 51 reveals this all too clearly. 
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HINDRANCES TO REPENTANCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M any will not repent because of a major 
hindrance to repentance  pride. It takes humility, 
soberness and heart searching to repent. It is really 
an admission that what the devil told mankind, in 
the Garden of Eden that we would be like God 
once we eat of the forbidden fruit, was false after 
all. It is not true. We are not and cannot be God 
until we come to God.  

Pride takes the place of praise in our hearts. It's 
the desire to be adequate in our own strength, to 
be loved by God because we are good enough, 
and to be admired by people because of our supe-
rior performance. The snake is not in the grass, it 
is in our souls. Pride pollutes everything it 
touches. It keeps us from growing spiritually, 
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creates tension in our relationships, and makes us 
a person difficult for the Lord to bless. It is the 
basic sin causing separation from God, from our 
real selves, from others, and from the splendour of 
living as a spectator of the blessings of God in 
people and events. 

Spiritual pride is the root of all other manifes-
tations of pride in the life of the believers. It is 
satan's most powerful tool. With it we can miss 
meeting the Lord, and because of it we can be kept 
from spiritual growth after we have begun a rela-
tionship with Him. God said, “If my people, which 
are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land.” (2 Chronicles7:14) 
It is not possible for a proud man to repent. A 
humble heart is a pre-requisite for true repentance. 

Repentance has such a high value in the 
presence of God that the recognition of one's guilt 
assures one of a new beginning. It is difficult 
however to repent because pride and repentance 
are opposed to each other. The enemy of repen-
tance is pride. This is why the Bible says, “but the 
proud he (God) knoweth afar off” (Psalm 138:6). 
Humility, however, aids repentance and makes a 
man penitent and to quickly seek the face of God, 
for forgiveness. Of the seven things that God hates, 
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pride was listed as number one in Proverbs 6:16. 
People want to make enormous sacrifice, including 
the shedding of their children's blood, but they 
find repentance, a hard nut, difficult to crack. This 
is because in repentance you are humbled and 
there is no place for pride of accomplishment.  

Repentance, when truly embarked upon, is a 
leveler of all mankind. Whether great or small, we 
all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God. The Bible says there is none righteous, no not 
one. In Luke 18:9-14 the two men that went to the 
temple to pray came back with different 
testimony. One was justified; the other was 
condemned. The difference lies in their character: 
one was proud, the other humble. Proverbs 29:23 
says it all: “A man's pride shall bring him low: but 
honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.” Pride is 
bruised at the altar of repentance and this is why 
many detest it and wish to make other sacrifices. 
But there is no other way to be happy in Jesus but 
to trust and obey.  

Without humility, no man can come to the 
level of repentance. Pride must be dealt with for 
man to inherit his blessings and enter into the 
Promised Land. For Naaman, the Syrian, to be 
cleansed of his leprosy, he must descend from his 
high horse and take a bath in the lowly river 
Jordan. Naaman queried,  
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“Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel? May I not wash in them, and be 
clean? So he turned and went away in a 
rage.” Thank God for the discerning servant 
with humble heart. The servant asked, “My 
father, if the prophet had bid thee do some 
great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? 
How much rather then, when he saith to 
thee, Wash, and be clean?” 

(2 Kings 5:10-13) 

Naaman thought of this, came to himself, came 
down from his high horse, took a bath in river 
Jordan and the Bible says, his skin was restored 
like that of a baby. God said, “Every one that is 
proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: though 
hand join in hand, he shall not be unpun-
ished” (Proverbs 16:5). 

Corollary to the above is the fact that repen-
tance involves forsaking and when there is no 
forsaking, repentance is ineffectual. Repentance 
denotes an abhorrence of all evil, and a forsaking 
of it. A major reason why people do not forsake 
sin is absence of hatred for sin. Many do not like 
sin but they do not hate it also. It was not humility 
solely that was responsible for the elevation of the 
Lord Jesus. His hatred for sin singled Him out for 
Honour. The Bible says,  
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“But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O 
God, is forever and ever: a sceptre of right-
eousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 
Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above 
thy fellows.” 

(Hebrews 1:7-9) 

Jesus’ hatred for sin elevated Him but it was 
His humility that sustains Him. Many cannot say 
sorry to their fellow human beings whom they 
have offended. They are too proud to do so. Yet 
the Bible says, “Though the Lord be high, yet hath he 
respect unto the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar 
off” (Psalm 138:6). 
 

Why is Repentance Important? 

There are three verses of the scriptures that stress 
the importance of repentance. The first verse states 
as follows:  

“Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall 
not be unpunished: but the seed of the 
righteous shall be delivered.” 

(Proverbs 11:21) 

The second verse says,  

“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper, 
but he that confeseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy.” 

(Proverbs 28:13) 
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The third verse is located in the book of 
Numbers 32:23. It says,  

“But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have 
sinned against the Lord: and be sure your sin 
will find you out.” 

(Numbers 32:23) 

These three verses underscore the reason why 
repentance is crucial and critical. The implication of 
the first verse is this; associating with people of 
God and attending church services and conferences 
when there is unconfessed sin will not excuse our 
sins. Sin is a great detective; it will find you out 
even in the midst of the congregation. The Bible 
says though hand join in hands the wicked shall 
not go unpunished. Being friends to Bishops and 
General Overseer and Pastors cannot help except 
we take the route of repentance. Being a popular 
preacher or author of several books is not the 
panacea, for except we repent we too shall perish. 

The Bible says, “Righteousness exalteth a nation 
but sin is a reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34). 
Whenever sin is on the driving seat, what will 
follow is shame. Our worst enemy is our sinful 
heart. Jesus said, “For out of the heart proceed from 
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, blasphemies: these are the things which 
defile a man: but to eat with unwashed hands defileth 
not a man” (Matthew 15:19-20).  
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Sin hooks a man and pins him down and make 
him to be a slave. We must deal with sin in all its 
ramifications. Sin is like a small child playing with 
a snake. When it bites, except a cure is quickly 
found and administered, the result is death. You 
can choose your sins but you cannot choose the 
consequence of that sin. We need to repent so that 
the enemy will not have an inroad into our lives. 
Sin will cause the cup of joy to leak. Immediately 
you sin, the chain of reaction is set in motion.  

Many think they can hide their sin but they 
cannot hide it from God. We may call sin a 
blunder but God call it blindness. We may call it 
an error but God call it enmity against the divine 
order. We may call it a weakness or an infirmity 
but God calls it an iniquity. We may call it a 
mistake but God call it madness. We need to 
repent before God and not carry iniquity about. A 
lot of people are involved in cleverly hidden and 
cleverly concealed sin; they are playing hide and 
seek, one leg with God and another with the devil;  
thereby giving the enemy the opportunity to 
wreck havoc. You cannot sow sin and expect a 
good result. No matter how clever you are, you 
cannot sow crime and get away with it. You 
cannot sow dishonesty and reap integrity. It is not 
possible.  The Bible says, everything is naked 
before God's eyes (Hebrews 4:13). That which the 
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Pastor and fellow human beings cannot see, they 
are naked before him. The Bible says, “For a man's 
ways are in full view of the LORD, and he examines all 
his paths” (Proverbs 5:21). 

We do well to know that sin is a destroyer. All 
sinners are grouping together with the devil to 
fight the Almighty God. Plenty of people are 
coming to the house of God every day, yet they 
are living a life of cleverly concealed sin that they 
think the Almighty God cannot see.  

“Yet they say, the LORD shall not see, neither 
shall the God of Jacob regard it. Understand, 
ye brutish among the people: and ye fools, 
when will ye be wise? He that planted the 
ear, shall he not hear? he that formed the 
eye, shall he not see?” 

(Psalm 94:7-9) 

The sinners are just destroying themselves. We 
need to repent from every known sin. Sin is a 
capacity blocker because the eyes of God cannot 
behold sin; he turned away from Jesus when he 
was carrying the sin of the whole world. He cried 
my father, my father, why hast thou forsaken me? 
Sin will make you get abandoned by the Almighty 
God. Many are laying bad foundation for their 
lives by living a life of quiet sin, eventually the sin 
will block all their capacity before they realise 
what they have done to themselves. 
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Sin is the greatest of all detectives and be sure 
your sin will certainly find you out except you 
repent.  When the Bible says, “your sin shall find 
you out” it means if you do not want your 
children to steal, do not train them with stolen 
money. If you do not want your children to have 
broken homes, do not punch their mother in their 
presence. If you do not want your daughter 
messed up, you also must not mess up other 
people's daughter. Sin obscures the soul. The Bible 
says; “But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his 
own soul: all they that hate me love death” (Proverbs 
8:36). If you know the number of days that the lies 
you are telling is cutting off from your days on 
earth, you will not tell lies again. King David said,  

“What man is he that desireth life, and 
loveth many days, that he may see good? 
Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from 
speaking guile.” 

(Psalm 34:12-13) 

Sin sometimes comes as a friend but the longer 
you stay in that sin, before you find your way out, 
the more it will catch that person. Sin will eventu-
ally turn on you like a mad lion and cause you 
pain. Sin is a clever enemy and will want to teach 
you how to cover up. The Bible says, “He that 
covereth his sin shall not prosper but he that confesseth 
and forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Proverbs 
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28:13). If you agree to cover up your iniquity, be 
rest assured that you shall not prosper and your 
sin will find you out. It will find you out on your 
face, your sin will find you out in your body; your 
sin will find you out in your children; your sin will 
find you out in your conscience; and your sin will 
find you out when you appear before God on the 
judgement day. Any unconfessed sin and which is 
not repented of will find you out. Sin is a great 
detective. We need the mercy of God; but to obtain 
the mercy of God, we must tell him the truth. Even 
in the physical, it is said, he who comes to equity 
must come with clean hands. The Psalmist asked, 
rhetorically; 

“LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? 
Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that 
walketh uprightly, and worketh righteous-
ness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.He 
that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor 
doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a 
reproach against his neighbour. In whose 
eyes a vile person is contemned; but he 
honoureth them that fear the LORD.”  

(Psalm 15:1-4) 

He was not done, he asked the second time. 

“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
Or who shall stand in his holy place? He that 
hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who 
hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor 
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sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the bless-
ing from the LORD, and righteousness from 
the God of his salvation. This is the genera-
tion of them that seek him, that seek thy 
face, O Jacob.” 

(Psalm 24:3-6) 

The power of unconfessed sin lies in its ability 
to bar men from spending eternity with the Lord. 
Beloved, be sure that all these cleverly concealed 
sins will find you out except you drop them now. 
All those games you are playing will find you out. 
All those strange women you are playing with will 
eventually be your ruin. The sugar daddies will 
eventually introduce bitterness into your soul 
except you disengage now. Sin is like a magnet it 
attracts the enemy to your hiding place. If you 
keep on hiding sin, the enemy will waste your life.  

Sin is not judged the way we see it; it is judged 
the way God sees it. Sin will put hell into the soul 
of man and then put the soul in hell. Prices may 
rise and fall but the wages of sin remain the same. 
Plenty of sinner but there are no new sin. All the 
nations of the earth have gone the way of the flesh 
and sin is climbing the top position. Unless we 
repent and bring the Lord into our situation we 
are writing letter to unending sorrow. Listen, 
wickedness never go unpunished. And “there is no 
peace, saith the Lord, to the wicked” (Isaiah 48:22). 
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This is the verdict of the Lord on all sinners. 

We always pay for the pleasure of sin with the 
coin of sorrow.  Every sin you cover up will even-
tually bring you down. Sin is sin and there is no 
small sin. A small sin may bring a great conse-
quence. Listen, the sin of one person can bring 
calamity to many. Remember Jonah. A single 
sinner can put a whole country in trouble.  A small 
boy with small pox smuggled himself into a ship 
and arrived in one country and before he could be 
detected and quarantined, he had infected and 
killed three million people.  

A single sinner can put a whole family in trou-
ble. You must understand that one single leak in a 
ship is enough to sink the ship. One single termite 
is enough to destroy a wardrobe. You may call it 
small but it can destroy the whole family (ask 
Achan in Joshua 7). Sin can destroy a whole life 
and everything precious. The only thing God is 
asking is that you repent and ask him to change 
your heart so that the power of sin is destroyed in 
your life. 

Repentance is critical that is why John the Baptist 
preached it. That is why Jesus preached it. That is 
why the Apostles laid stress on it. Remember also 
that repentance is a lifetime opportunity, because, 
the Bible says, “And it is appointed unto men once to 
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die, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). There 
is no special place reserved for repentance after 
death. 

Repentance is most important because of the 
tragedy of covered sin. Sin is the most prevalent 
thing in the world and this was why Jesus came. If 
not for the problem of sin Jesus need not to die on 
the cross. Sin is so terrible that God has to surren-
der his own Son as substitute so that sin could be 
dealt with. When Jesus hung on the cross, the 
people he came to die for were laughing him to 
scorn. He had no comfort from those watching 
him die. His legs were not touching the ground 
and his head was not reaching unto heaven. He 
was suspended in the midst. He turned to his 
Father and his Father turned away from him. And 
he cried, my father, my father, why has thou 
forsaken me. God ran away from his own Son 
because of the horribleness of sin.  

Sin is clearly revealed in the Bible. Sin is a 
cheat. Sin is a destroyer. Sin is a deceiver. The 
Bible says, “There is a way that seemeth right to a 
man, but the end thereof is death” (Proverbs 14:12). It 
may look right and good but the end is death. Sin 
will promise you pleasure but will pay you back 
in the currency of pain. Sin will promise you life 
but will pay you back in the currency of death. Sin 
will promise you profit but will pay you back in 
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the currency of poverty. Sin is dangerous beyond 
description. The Bible says sin is the violation of 
God's law. Society may punish crimes as 
expressed in the law, but only God can punish sin. 

There is no small sin. Sin is sin. Any uncon-
fessed sin has devastating effect; unlamented sin 
will certainly bring the anger of a holy and right-
eous God against you. The Bible says, “He that 
covereth his sin shall not prosper, but whoso confesseth 
and forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). 

You cover up your sin when you make excuses 
instead of blaming yourself and accepting respon-
sibility for your actions. You may cover up your 
sin by enveloping it in secrecy so that nobody 
knows like Achan. You may cover up your sin 
with falsehood like Gehazi. You may cover up 
your sin by shifting blame to another person like 
Adam but you may be the one that is destroying 
your prosperity by the covering.  

Confession means to own up that you did it. It 
means to reveal, to expose, to lay bare, to unfold it, 
to uncover it, to unveil it and to unmask it. It 
means to let the cat out of the bag, it means to 
admit it, to acknowledge it and plead guilty.  

The folly of excusing sin will bring trouble but 
if you will confess your sin there are blessings that 
will come to you.  If you want to be nearer to God 
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then do not cover anything before him. In the 
Bible, those that are called the friends of God are 
those who keep short account with God. Anytime 
they got into trouble with God they address it 
quickly and reconcile with God. The second bless-
ing of confession is that it will bring power into 
your life. The third blessing is that a great work of 
grace will come upon you. The fourth kind of 
blessing that your confession will bring to you is 
that God will turn your captivity (Job 42:10). When 
you confess your sin, God will turn your captivity 
into victory. The fifth thing that confession will 
bring to you is that your spiritual battle will be 
taken over by God. Remember the battle of Ai. It is 
then that you will receive deliverance from beset-
ting sin. When you confess your sin, you will 
receive physical and spiritual healing. Lastly, 
when you confess your sin, the Bible says you will 
preserve your soul. 

But when you refuse to confess your sin; pride 
will move in, depression will come and destruction 
will follow. God will be far from you. It will lead 
you into falsehood and then you become powerless 
and sin will draw you into other things and lastly it 
will lead to physical and spiritual poverty. 

Why do you need to repent? It is so that you 
can prosper physically and spiritually. What we 
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have these days is a lot of false repentance in the 
churches. Repentance without restitution is not 
repentance. If you stole somebody's property, it is 
not enough to say God forgive me when you still 
have the property in your possession. You must 
return what you took. This is where many are 
missing it. Repentance brings deliverance. If you 
have cleverly concealed sin, the deliverance minis-
ter may not know but the evil spirits know that 
you are hiding something, and they will hide in 
that area that you did not confess. No one can see 
complete deliverance from an evil spirit until 
complete repentance is done. If you are not fully 
repentant the evil spirit will return. If there is a sin 
in your life and you drop it, the enemy operating 
in that area will no longer have a hold on you. 
There will be no legal ground for the enemy to 
stand upon in order to oppress. 

Many are being assured of false peace. You 
cannot be living in sin and expect to sing victory 
song. There are many actors and dramatist in the 
church today because the church is offering salva-
tion to people who are not ready for it. 

In between the Old Testament and the New 
Testament there was silence and after a long 
silence in heaven; the first voice that came to man-
kind was the cry of repentance. Repentance is total 
sacrifice and surrender of yourself to God. Repen-
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tance is to deny yourselves and take up your cross 
daily and to follow Jesus. Repentance is to come to 
Jesus with an attitude of 'I cannot do it on my 
own'. It is to turn around and go in the opposite 
direction. Repentance is to change one's mind. It is 
to have godly sorrow for sin. It is to put off the old 
man and put on the new man. It is a complete 
reversal of our attitudes and values. Repentance is 
to bury your pride. Repentance is to hate things 
you love. If you love to drink and smoke and live 
a sexually loose life before but now you are differ-
ent. This is true Bible repentance. For anyone to go 
back to his or her sinful habits is an indication that 
the person never repented. 

Repentance is not the sorrow of a thief who was 
caught and was terrified of the consequence. It is 
not reluctant apology of someone proved wrong. It 
is not somebody you force to apologise. Repentance 
is not stopping a particular sin because of certain 
circumstances. Some are not taking alcoholic drinks 
not because of repentance but because of their 
health. Feeling sorry is not enough. When you truly 
repent you hate your sins. Repentance without 
tears in the eyes, without mourning in the heart is a 
counterfeit repentance. It cannot go far. 

If you look into your heart and it is still dark 
and ugly; you better repent. For he that covereth 
his sins shall not prosper but if you confess and 



Walking with God 128 

forsake them, you shall have mercy. It is good to 
beg for mercy now than to wait for the day of 
judgement and these things are read out then it 
will be too late. The Bible says, “behold, now is the 
accepted time; now is the day of salvation” (2 
Corinthians 6:2). Delay could be deadly. 

The Bibles says, there is nothing covered that 
shall not be revealed. All the unresolved murder 
cases, armed robbery, theft, and incest committed 
in secret shall be known. The serial killers will be 
revealed, the unfaithful wife will be exposed, the 
men with one wife but severally dispersed and 
hidden concubines will be known. “For there is 
nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, 
that shall not be known” (Matthew10:26). 

All these attempts at covering sin can only be 
for a moment. A day is coming when the inner-
most thoughts of every man shall be laid bare to 
all mankind. The only way of escape is to confess 
and to forsake the sin while we are still living. The 
Bible says, 

”Therefore judge nothing before the time, 
until the Lord come, who both will bring to 
light the hidden things of darkness, and will 
make manifest the counsels of the heart: 
and then shall every man have praise of 
God.” 

(1 Corinthians 4:5) 
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It is important to know that when a Policeman 
is pursuing a thief, what he is pursuing is sin. 
When a doctor prescribe medicine for sickness; 
what he is prescribing against, is sin. Conscience is 
always condemning sin and God always punishes 
sin. The Bible says, though hand join in hand, no 
sinner will go unpunished. Only repentance can 
turn a sinner into a saint and a loser into a victor. 
The only route to God's presence is the route of 
repentance. It pays to repent. 
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THE LOSERS! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eli 

E li was a loser. When the young Samuel 
revealed the mind of God to him regarding the 
iniquitous behaviour of his children and the 
impending doom that awaits his entire family, he 
did not repent. Rather than wail and mourn and 
call the children to order, he simply challenged 
God to do as He pleases. “And Samuel told him 
every whit, and hid nothing from him. And he said, It is 
the LORD: let him do what seemeth him good” (1 
Samuel 3:18). Of course, with nothing to move the 
hand of God to restrain the destroyer from 
enforcing the punishment, he died and his two 
children died, on the same day. What a price to 
pay for arrogance. Eli was a prophet of God who 
failed to discipline his children.  He did not cry 
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out for mercy, neither did he repent of the sins 
brought to his attention. 

 

Adam and Eve 

Adam and Eve were losers. The whole of the 
human race were denied of marvelous blessing, 
which God could have bestowed because of the 
failure of Adam and Eve to utilize the potent 
weapon of repentance. Adam and Eve sinned 
against God by disobeying His commandment not 
to eat of the forbidden fruit. God gave man the 
opportunity to answer for himself, He asked, 
“Adam where art thou?” Adam became an excuse 
industry and said the woman you gave me made 
me to eat. Not once did Adam repent of the sin 
committed. Not once did Eve answer for herself 
with a penitent heart for what she did. And God 
was left with no other option than to let the 
hammer fall on the whole of the human race.  

What a stupendous difference it would have 
made if Adam and Eve had repented of their 
disobedience. When confronted by God they did 
not repent but started to make excuses. If only 
Adam and Eve had repented, in tears and sack-
cloth, pleading for the mercy of God what a differ-
ence it would all have made. But now the whole of 
the human race was denied of the goodness of the 
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Lord and must partake of their sin in place of their 
righteousness. What a legacy? Thank God for 
Jesus who came to restore all things. 

 

Cain 

Cain was a loser. He slew Abel and when 
confronted with the blood that crieth for revenge 
he simply requested that he be sent away and that 
no man should avenge the blood of his brother by 
killing him. Concerning him the Bible records in 
Genesis 4:9-13 as follows:  

“And the Lord said to Cain, where is Abel thy 
brother? And he said, I know not: Am, I my 
brother's keeper? And he said, What hast 
thou done? The voice of thy brother's blood 
crieth unto me from the ground. And now 
art thou cursed from the earth, which hast 
opened her mouth to receive thy brother's 
blood from thy hand; when thou tillest the 
ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto 
thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond 
shalt thou be in the earth.”  

(Genesis 4:9-13) 

Cain did not repent. He only said: “My punishment 
is more than I can bear.” He did not repent in sack-
cloth and ashes and so missed the opportunity to 
be restored. 
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Saul 

Saul was a loser. He sinned but did not repent. 
Though Samuel mourned for Saul, he himself did 
not mourn. An evil spirit tormented him and 
though David was skilful in playing the instru-
ment of worship, it only gave Saul a temporary 
relief.  The evil spirit inspired him to prophesy, to 
seek the witch of Endor and finally moved him to 
take his own life on the mount of Gilboa. He died 
with his son, Jonathan and his armour bearer on 
the same day. Indeed “how are the mighty fallen 
and the weapons of war perished.” 

 

Gehazi 

Gehazi was a loser and another example of an 
unrepentant heart. He was the servant of Elisha who 
ran after the lucre of office. When confronted by 
Elisha, he lied instead of repent, and the leprosy of 
Naaman cleaved unto him and his generation 
forever. Church history had it that the four lepers 
who announced the withdrawal of the Syrian army 
from the border of Israel, thus heralding the 
provision of food to a famished nation, were Gehazi 
and his children. He did not repent of his sin of 
covetousness. He attempted a cover up, forgetting 
that “he that covereth his sins shall not prosper.” He 
sowed the wind and reaped the whirlwind. 
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Milcah 

Milcah, the wife of David, was a loser. She berated 
David for dancing and praising God in a way she 
did not understand. She did not repent and so 
died childless. 

 

Judas Iscariot 

Judas Iscariot was a loser. He was sorrowful but 
did not repent. His sin drove him to desperation 
and he took his own life. It was not his blood that 
was expected to wipe away his own sins. If only 
like Peter he had cried for forgiveness what a 
difference this would have achieved.  

 

Ananias and Sapphira 

Ananias and Sapphira were losers. They were 
deceitful and rather than repent they lied to the 
Holy Ghost and suffered the consequence of 
their sin. 

Now these were written for our examples and 
warning; to the intent that we should not fall after 
the same error, in nourishing an unrepentant 
heart, but rather that we seek the forgiveness of 
the Living God.  God is merciful. Yes, but he 
demands that we repent of our sins and come 
clean from our iniquities. The Bible says, 
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“He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have 
sinned, and perverted that which was right, 
and it profiteth me not; He will deliver his 
soul from going into the pit, and his life shall 
see the light. Lo, all these worketh God 
oftentimes with man, to bring back his soul 
from the pit, to be enlightened with the light 
of the living.” 

(Job 33:27-30) 

Do not say that your sins are too many and too 
great to expect to find mercy. No, be they ever so 
many, or ever so great, the blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ will cleanse you from all sins. God's grace, 
my brother, is free, rich, and sovereign. Manasseh 
was a great sinner, and yet he was pardoned; 
Zaccheus was gone far from God, and went out to 
see Christ, with no other view but to satisfy his 
curiosity; and yet Jesus met him, and brought 
salvation to his house. Manasseh was an idolater 
and murderer, yet he received mercy; the other 
was an oppressor and extortioner, who had gotten 
riches by fraud and deceit, and by grinding the 
faces of the poor: so did Matthew, too, and yet 
they found mercy. 

Have you been blasphemers and persecutors 
of the saints and servants of God? So was Paul, 
yet he received mercy. Have you been common 
harlots, filthy and unclean persons? So was Mary 
Magdalene, and yet she received mercy. Hast 
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thou been a thief? The thief upon the cross found 
mercy. I despair of none of you, however vile and 
profligate you have been; I say, despair of none of 
you, especially when God has had mercy on such 
a wretch as I am. God is waiting. He is waiting for 
you to turn over a new leaf, a new page in your 
history, which is capable of unleashing your 
potential. It is your sin that has withheld good 
things from you, not God (Jeremiah 5:25). Why 
not repent?  

Do not let the devil deceive you by telling you 
that all your delights and pleasures will be over, if 
you repent. No; this is far from depriving you of 
all pleasure, rather, it is an inlet unto unspeakable 
delights, peculiar to all who are truly regenerated. 
The new birth is the very beginning of a life of 
peace and comfort; and the greatest pleasantness 
is to be found in the ways of holiness. Solomon, 
who had experience of all other pleasures, said of 
the ways of godliness, “all her ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace” (Proverbs 
3:17). The Bible stated further that “in the presence 
of God is life, at his right hand there are pleasures for 
ever more” (Psalm 16:11). 

What is God saying to His people today? What 
is the message of God to our generation? This is 
His message:  
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“Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye 
even to me with all your heart, and with 
fasting, and with weeping, and with mourn-
ing: And rend your heart, and not your 
garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: 
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and of great kindness, and repenteth him of 
the evil. Who knoweth if he will return and 
repent, and leave a blessing behind him; 
even a meat offering and a drink offering 
unto the LORD your God? Blow the trumpet 
in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn 
assembly: Gather the people, sanctify the 
congregation, assemble the elders, gather 
the children, and those that suck the breasts: 
let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, 
and the bride out of her closet. Let the 
priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 
between the porch and the altar, and let 
them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give 
not thine heritage to reproach, that the 
heathen should rule over them: wherefore 
should they say among the people, where is 
their God? Then will the LORD be jealous for 
his land, and pity his people.” 

(Joel 2:12-18) 

Repentance is the basic need of today. May God 
help us to search our hearts and to turn to Him so 
that moments of refreshing may come into our life. 
We need to repent so that God might make Himself 
more real to us, use us better in His kingdom, and 
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experience the blessings that He has in store for us. 
We all need to tell the LORD that we regret the 
hours we have wasted and the pleasures we have 
tasted that God was never involved. We need to 
confess that though His love is in us, it doesn't 
always win us when competing with our sins. 

We must repent, making no excuses, no one 
else to blame. We must return to fall in love with 
Jesus. We must bow down our knees and repent. 
We need to lament of the idols we've all accepted; 
of the commandments we've rejected to pursue 
our selfish ends. We need to confess our need of 
Him and put selfishness and envy aside and 
behind us and take up the cross once again. 

The Church must repent of its practice of 
accepting people into the church just because they 
profess Christ. There needs to be evidence of 
repentance. A bare profession, though precious, will 
not serve: there must be more than buds and 
blossoms. Good purposes and good beginnings are 
good things, but not enough; there must be fruit, a 
good heart and a good life. Our thoughts and 
affections, words and actions, must be agreeable to 
the spirit. Such fruit as this God expects from us, 
grapes, the fruit of the vine, with which to honour 
God and man (Judges 9:13). The church needed to 
stop conveying a sense of false hope and false 
security to unbelievers by baptizing them when they 
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made confession without true repentance. John's 
baptism is called “the baptism of repentance,” that is 
the person who repented was baptized. 

The Lord Jesus said,  

“Remember therefore how thou hast 
received and heard, and hold fast, and 
repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I 
will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt 
not know what hour I will come upon thee.” 

(Revelation 3:3) 

Apostle Peter added his voice and said, 

“Repent, and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and 
to your Children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” 

(Acts 2:38-39) 

Would you provoke a celebration in heaven at 
this instant by repenting of your sins or would you, 
like Eli ask God to do as He please? The choice is 
yours.  Having said all that is permissible in the 
context of our little discourse, the issue still remains: 

Is your all on the altar of sacrifice laid? 

Your heart, does the spirit control, 

You can only be blest 

And have peace and sweet rest 

As you yield Him your body and soul. 


