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This work is dedicated to the HOLY SPIRIT, who gave 

the inspiration and the grace to commit these thoughts 

into writing and to all who desire a walk after the Spirit 

of the Living GOD. 
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PREFACE 
 
 
 

T his book, Prosperity, is the fourth, in the Walk-

ing with God series. It introduces us to God's 

wonderful plan concerning prosperity. From the 

beginning the enemy had been opposing the plan 

of God for mankind. When mankind suffered a 

setback in the Garden of Eden and the paradise 

was lost, God planned restoration but to be re-

stored, man only needs to repent for the peace of 

God which surpasses all understanding to be his. 

Grace was given to guide and comfort man as pil-

grim here on earth to his destination. Prosperity 

has however become a stumbling block and 

dimmed the vision of many of the pilgrims for the 

unseen treasure but as we know God and His pur-

pose for our lives, we must adjust our lifestyle, 

knowing that the King is coming to take us home. 

Our eternal destination, heaven, depends on our 

choices and on whose side we are, when He 

comes. 
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The Church today may be compared to a row-

boat in the middle of a stream, whose occupants 

are at ease, lukewarm, self-complacent, even when 

their boat is gradually drifting down the stream to 

the waterfalls below. To arrest this drift, the 

Church must be awakened to a life of righteous-

ness, must become conscious of her standing in 

Christ Jesus. In this perilous time, GOD, indeed, is 

building a people of power. A major requirement 

for partaking in this end time endeavour, is for all 

to know their God. This will ensure that we all 

conform to the image of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

shut out errors, which threatens to derail our walk 

with GOD. 

We all need to re-examine our faith and revisit 

the old landmarks, the footmarks of our fathers in 

the faith, to avoid being shipwrecked on our jour-

ney. James 1:22 admonishes us, “But be ye doers of 

the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 

self.” As you go through this book, you will read 

in it, what you need to do. I pray that you will 

have faith in your heart to receive the word and to 

profit with it. May the rich grace of Christ impart 

strength to every fainting hearts; Amen. 
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ENDORSEMENTS 
 

 

 

 

The prayer of Agur the son of Jakeh in Prov. 30:7-9 re-

quires tremendous grace to swallow. 

“Two things have I required of thee, deny me them not before I 

die. Remove far from me vanity and lies Give me neither pov-

erty nor riches, Feed me with food convenient for me.” Lest I 

be full and deny thee and say who is the LORD? or  Lest 

I be poor, and steal and take the name of God in vain.” 

This scripture, I think, typifies many believers' prayer for 

prosperity. “Lord give me just enough not to deny you”. 

No wonder many never truly get wealthy. And many 

that have stumbled on God's wealth don't know how to 

handle it. 

My friend, Felix Adeoye, has written a book that genera-

tions will forever be grateful. In a world troubled by the 

place of prosperity in the plan of God for mankind, Felix 

has shown in a lucid and dramatic manner like an expert 

navigator through the hidden truths of God's word how 

to handle the wealth in our hands and still be sure of a 

princely throne in heaven. Many types of sermon have 

emerged emphasizing the different sides to this familiar 

statement of our Lord Jesus Christ. “It's easier for a cam-
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el to pass through the eye of a needle than a rich man to 

see the kingdom of God.” 

This book is the manual you must have been waiting for 

to show you how to eat your cake and have it, how to be 

rich here on earth and still have a place in heaven. It's a 

book that I whole-heartedly recommend to all believers 

and non-believers particularly those that desire both to 

be wealthy and to make it safely to Heaven 

-Pastor Kunle Omotoso, Desire of Nations, RCCG, Abuja. 
 

This is a balanced insight on the controversial subject 

“prosperity in the church”. In the church today, is pros-

perity a stumbling block or a stepping-stone? The publi-

cation of this book at this time when the church is being 

polluted with all manners of doctrines on prosperity, 

which are contradictory, is very timely. Felix Adeoye's 

book provides a powerful and persuasive challenge to 

the “debased” view of prosperity which dominates our 

churches today. I strongly recommend this book to all 

who have quests for Bible truths 

-Reverend Bode Amoo, Dominion Life Church, Ilorin. 

 

That “the love of money is the root of all evil” is not con-

testable even in the world of unbelievers. But we seem to 

have made that timeless warning even more relevant to 

the church than the world.” The people of the world are 

obsessed with making money; the church is also ob-

sessed with money-making: where do we draw the line? 
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Many are making it (money), but they are not making 

heaven.” 

Ironically, the world is looking unto the church for help 

and guidance on this matter. The incontrovertible fact is 

that the church has failed the world on issue of material-

ism. Yet the church has the solution to the problem of 

materialism, if only she would wake up to her responsi-

bility as enshrined in the Holy Book. 

I salute the courage of this author, to challenge the prev-

alent and perverse interpretation and misinterpretation 

of the scriptures to suit human desire (including the 

church) today. Money or wealth has come to the centre 

stage in the church, that God must send some fire-brand 

ministers with the winnowing fan in their hands to clean 

out the threshing floor of ignorance, deliberate perver-

sion, selfish and erroneous entrenchment of avarice and 

covetousness. 

There is no better time than now. You have set the ball 

rolling. You have taken the bull by the horn. I hope other 

men of God who are justifiably aggrieved and disturbed 

by this deadly cancer and theatrical shows of some other 

members of the Body will follow your good example by 

registering their protest as well, through every possible 

medium. 

This is perfectly in line with the most cherished ageless 

counsel and admonition of Jude 2 & 3 “…I found it neces-

sary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the 

faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints. For cer-
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tain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked 

out for this condemnation…” 

I therefore, as usual, have no reservation in recommend-

ing this book to all, written by someone with rare guts 

and distinctly peculiar style replete with simile, meta-

phors and anecdotes that combine with the urgent mes-

sage he has, to make his writing a juicy, thrilling and de-

light any-day 

-Pastor Kehinde Adeoye, Liberty Parish, RCCG, Ikorodu 

 

Money matters have become very serious issues even 

among believers. No thanks to the present economic sit-

uation in many nations. Without doubt, God intends for 

his children to prosper since the lack of money will hin-

der the fulfillment of His will on earth. Felix Adeoye has 

been able to put together by God's inspiration a balanced 

view on the subject of prosperity. I recommend this book 

to all believers who desire to prosper in the true sense of 

the word, and also be a blessing to the entire world 

-Pastor Bisi Akande, Central Parish, RCCG, Abuja. 
 

 



Prosperity 13 

1 
 

PROSPERITY 
 

These are days of serious contradictions,  

When men love things rather than God, 

The gift in place of the giver,  

And have made prosperity a stumbling block, 

From this, Father, deliver us! 
 

 

 

T oday, the issue of prosperity has become the 

in-thing in many of our churches. It has taken 

the front burner and can no longer be ignored. 

There is a clear divide among believers. Many 

have asserted that you are either for it or against it. 

Hardly do we find a neutral ground to stand. Yet 

the Bible teachings on prosperity left no one in 

doubt as to what should be the attitude of a believ-

er towards material things. It is correct to state that 

the attitude of the believer to riches encapsulates 

his total faith and determines his destination, in 

the hereafter. 
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It seems we are back to those days when it was 

generally assumed that prosperity is the reward of 

godliness. That the more assets you have, the more 

righteous you must be. For if God were not with 

you, how could you have received so much. Anxi-

ety has been generated, leading many genuine 

seekers of God to become entangled in an endless 

search for wealth. The “prosperity of fools” has 

become the bane of many (Proverbs 1:32). Many 

have queried, “If God is with you, where is the ev-

idence? (i.e. the state-of-the-art automobiles, mod-

ern and well furnished mansions, travels all over 

the world to the bargain). Many still suppose that 

gain is directly proportional to the level of godli-

ness (1 Timothy 6:5). Believers are confused be-

cause the Scriptures though cannot be broken, ap-

pear to be suffering a somersault and well-

established Christian principles are being up-

turned to stand on their heads.  

On the one hand, the scriptures are lined up 

with the view that we cannot judge men's piety by 

their plenty, or of what they have in their heart by 

what they have in their hand. Even, “the tabernac-

les of robbers prosper” (Job 12:6). On the other 

hand, are assertions by men of our own generation 

who claim that God is not poor nor is He broke 
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that His children should go about in rags. They as-

sert that money has become the vehicle on which 

the gospel of Christ must travel. Since money is a 

defense and it answereth all things (Ecclesiastes 

10: 19), the gospel of Christ will spread rapidly 

with the vast deployment of wealth.  

These are serious contradictions that must be 

resolved in the light of the prescriptions contained 

in the holy creed. We must brace up to the truth 

for the battle ahead deserves no less. The enemy is 

unleashing the most potent weapon in his ar-

moury and the church is falling prey to the on-

slaught. The devil has wiles and is using this in the 

most devastating manner to frustrate the unwary 

travellers. Only the truth can salvage the faithful 

from the mire prepared by the devil to stagnate 

many in the heavenly race. 

That God is able, willing and ready to bestow 

His bounty, riches, wealth and goodness on all His 

children is a correct proposition. Our God is able 

because Psalm 24:1 says, “The earth is the Lord's, 

and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell 

therein.” The Bible says in Proverbs 8:18 “Riches 

and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and right-

eousness.” In Haggai 2:8, God said, “The silver is 

mine and the gold is mine.” Riches belongs to God 
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but is God willing to share His resources with us? 

We know that God is willing because Psalm 

35:27 says, “Let them shout continually and let them 

say the Lord be magnified that had pleasure in the pros-

perity of his servant.” He is the same person that 

said, “Hitherto have ye asked me nothing in my name: 

ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be 

full.” (John 16:24).  Apostle John spoke the heart of 

the Father when he said, “Beloved, I wish above all 

things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even 

as thy soul prospereth.” (3 John 2). 

We know that our God is ready because Ro-

mans 8:32 says, “He that spared not his own Son, but 

delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him al-

so freely give us all things?” If God therefore wants all 

to be comfortable and wealthy, nothing, by way of 

shortage of resources, can hinder HIM. It is certainly 

not a difficult matter for our heavenly Father to in-

tervene and turn our situation around for good. Or 

is it? Why then are many not enjoying the goodness 

of God in terms of wealth and prosperity? Why is 

money still an issue to many Christians?  

Many have been taught that giving is the foun-

dation of riches. This teaching is based on Luke 6:38.  

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
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and running over, shall men give into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that ye 
mete withal it shall be measured to you 
again.”  

(Luke 6:38) 

This, taken on a stand-alone basis, is however 

an incomplete exposition of the word of God on 

prosperity.  

Three things appear to be important when it 

comes to receiving the blessing of the Lord with-

out any addition of sorrow (Proverbs 10:22). The 

first is love. Love is the foundation for giving, you 

may give without loving but you cannot love 

without giving. In John 3:16 the Bible says that 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His Only be-

gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 

perish but have everlasting life.” 

The second is giving. When giving is preceded 

by love the result is always tremendous. Giving is 

like loading your cloud. A time comes when the 

cloud cannot contain any longer and the shower 

falls. A classical case is that of Cornelius in Acts 10. 

The Bible says God spoke to Peter to inform this 

faithful gentile that his prayers and alms had as-

cended to heaven and there is nothing else but the 

rain. When the rain came, he did not enjoy the bless-
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ings alone: it rained on him and his entire house-

hold. Without doubt, giving is a catalyst for abun-

dant blessing. God indeed loves a cheerful giver.  

Giving, however, cannot be reduced to a math-

ematical formula. For every child of God to reap 

the benefit of giving, their giving must be preced-

ed by love. They must be perfect as their heavenly 

father is perfect, “For God so loved the world that He 

gave…”  (John 3:16). 

All Bible believers must cultivate the habit of 

giving. Giving is not a step in getting closer to 

God. It is the result of being close to God. Apostle 

Paul said, “It is more blessed to give than to re-

ceive” (Acts 20:35). Remember, we make a living 

by what we get, but we make a life by what we 

give. One does not get into prosperity by hoard-

ing. In Proverbs 11:24-25, the Bible says,  

“There is that scattereth and yet increaseth, 
and there is that withholdeth more than is 
meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal 
soul shall be made fat and he that watereth 
shall be watered also himself.” 

(Proverbs 11:24-25) 

Without doubt, when you give your tithe and 

freewill offering to God, you will reap a bountiful 

harvest of prosperity. Giving is enriching. It is 
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however what you sow that you will reap. The Bi-

ble says in 2 Corinthians 9:6,  

“But this I say, He which sows sparingly shall 
reap sparingly; and he which soweth bounti-
fully shall reap also bountifully. Every man 
according as he purposeth in his heart, so let 
him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for 
God loveth a cheerful giver.”  

(2 Corinthians 9:6) 

Gratitude is the stethoscope that monitors the 

strength of our spiritual heart. We are not to give 

as a grudging obligation but a joyous cooperation 

with the Lord. He delights in cheerful givers be-

cause they follow in His steps. When we give 

without excitement, we have not given according 

to the Biblical standard. To enable our giving, He 

has all the power to provide abounding blessings 

so we will have abundance for good works. As 

you give faithfully, expect God to bless you abun-

dantly. Giving is different from tithing: tithe is 

compulsory; giving is not. For giving to be re-

warded it must be done in love; otherwise it is a 

throw away. 

When your giving is tied to something, you get 

what you want which might not correspond to 

what God desires to give. This is the problem with 

giving that is not love based. It is selfish, motivat-
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ed by greed and avarice. Giving as a principle is 

the omnibus ground available to both believers 

and unbelievers alike. For many, mere giving may 

be sufficient to invoke the law of harvest but for 

divine prosperity to emerge, both giving and love 

must be combined and in accordance with the due 

order.  

When you give without love you get little in 

return to make you comfortable, but to be ex-

tremely prosperous and healthy to enjoy all 

things, you must give with love. The love that 

must precede the giving is agape love, love with-

out condition. Jesus made this clear at least on two 

separate occasions. He told the Rich Ruler in Luke 

18:22 to distribute to a class of people who cannot 

give in return. Again, he told the disciples in Luke 

14:13-14 “But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, 

the maimed, the lame, the blind: And thou shalt be 

blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt 

be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.” When 

you give to those who are likely to give you in re-

turn, you have your reward already, which is lim-

ited in scope and size but pay back from God is 

usually unbounded. 

The third most important thing when seeking 

for things in the hands of God is the requirement 
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of due order. In 1 Chronicles 15:13 David said, 

“The Lord made a breach upon us and killed Uzziah be-

cause we sought Him not after the due order.” Psalm 

50:23 says, “Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me and to 

him that ordereth his conversation aright will I show 

the salvation of God.” There is a due order in seek-

ing God, even for things in His hands. God is not 

against prosperity but is concerned about the dis-

tortion of the old landmark ordained by him. He 

said in Obadiah 17, “But upon mount Zion there 

shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; and the 

house of Jacob shall possess their possessions.”  

The order is clear; a man that is not delivered 

from the kingdom of darkness cannot walk in holi-

ness, as you cannot make an empty sac to stand 

erect. Holiness however is the precursor to pros-

perity. Prosperity without holiness is a recipe for 

disaster. As far as God is concerned, prosperity is 

the portion of his children provided after deliver-

ance they seek to walk in His way. In Isaiah 35:8 

the Bible says,  

“And an highway shall be there, and a way, 
and it shall be called The way of holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall 
be for those: the wayfaring men, though 
fools, shall not err therein.” 

(Isaiah 35:8) 
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In Isaiah 42:24, God asked,  

“Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the 
robbers? did not the LORD, he against whom 
we have sinned? For they would not walk in 
his ways, neither were they obedient unto 
his law.”  

(Isaiah 42:24) 

When Achan, upon the collapse of the wall of 

Jericho swooped on the spoils, he got the death 

sentence. When Saul, king of Israel, appropriated 

the spoils of the Amalekites, he lost the kingdom. 

In these episodes, God was making it abundantly 

clear to all and sundry that the old landmark must 

not and cannot be shifted, without consequence.  

Too often, Christians rationalize that the end 

justifies the means. It doesn't. If we use the wrong 

means, the end is a waste of time. Jesus empha-

sized the need for us to keep faith with the old 

landmark in Matthew 6:33. He said, “But seek ye 

first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 

these things shall be added unto you.” He was saying 

in effect that righteousness must precede prosperi-

ty. When once we are delivered into the kingdom 

of God, our primary concern should be the welfare 

of the kingdom while the owner of the kingdom 

bestows his bounty on us, as He wills.  
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Above all else, God is concerned with our atti-

tudes. God wants to bless and prosper us accord-

ing to His plan for our lives. The key to God's pro-

vision is attitude; the attitude of being a steward 

or manager and not just a consumer (Luke 12:42). 

It must also be noted that God is sovereign and 

cannot be put in a straightjacket. All these condi-

tions may be fulfilled and riches withheld for the 

purpose of showing forth the glory of God. Re-

member the boy that was born blind in John 9. It 

was not on account of any sin committed by the 

parents or the boy but to show forth the glory of 

God. Remember also Lazarus; full of sores and 

who craved for crumbs from the rich man's table, 

yet he was not given. His righteousness however 

took him to heaven. In fact, the Bible says of the 

beggar “in his lifetime he receives evil things.” 

The truth is that God is interested in finding 

out the condition of our heart. Is our heart set on 

Him or on His gifts? Luke related the story of the 

prodigal son in chapter 15:11-32. Over the years, 

attention has been given to the prodigal son. Not 

much attention was given to the father of the 

prodigal. Many things are clearly mysterious 

about this father who gave his son the things he 

wanted without asking him for his agenda. What 
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do you want to do with my goods? He saw the 

boy pack his load from the house and he said 

nothing. The Father allowed him to go. He did not 

place any obstacle on his path neither did he force 

him to stay. He allowed the son to leave the house 

with his goods. The father was plundered as it 

were, for he was not yet dead; you only shared the 

goods of a dead man. He was alive yet he permit-

ted the despoiling of his goods.  This is the nature 

of God. The rain will fall on the good and the 

wicked. It is in His nature to give of his bounty 

freely to all.  

It also goes to prove a point. God is not dimin-

ished by what you and I collect; He owns the uni-

verse (Psalm 24:1). A cup of water might mean 

much to a boy who is thirsty but it is actually of no 

significance to the ocean. In Psalm 145:15-16 the 

Bible says,  

“The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou 
givest them their meat in due season. Thou 
openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire 
of every living thing.”  

(Psalm 145:15-16) 

God is not against our prosperity, he is not 

against our health, God is not against advance-

ment and progress. In actual fact, God is for us. 
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The problem is with our methodology. God's ways 

are not our ways; His thoughts are not our 

thoughts. He desires that we have good gifts. He 

desires that we have children. He desires that our 

home be secured from armed bandits. God is for 

us; but are we for him? We have all gone our dif-

ferent ways and God has given us up to our lusts 

and to do things that are not convenient (Romans 

1:18-32). When we adopt devil's method in gaining 

prosperity, in gaining health and children, in mak-

ing our ways prosperous, then we vote against 

God. But the moment we return to him, He re-

stores all things.  

When you and I come to the house of God, 

God always presents us with two proposals: My 

hand or My heart? The choice is always ours. This 

translates into: “Do you want a relationship with 

Me or the gift in my hands?” Mark it! God is not 

angry at your choice. It is what you do thereafter 

that clearly reveals what manner of man you are. 

A man who comes to the presence of God merely 

to collect and share in his booty but is not interest-

ed in having a relationship with God is a dead 

person. When the prodigal son eventually came 

home for a relationship, the Father said, “For this 

my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
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found” (Luke 15:24).  

That you seek to share in His bounty before 

seeking His heart does not make you to incur his 

wrath, but for you to remain in the camp of those 

who always collect without seeking His heart is 

detestable. As far as God is concerned, you are a 

dead person. Many will say but the boy has mon-

ey, more friends, more cars, more clothes, more of 

everything but less of God. The Bible says, “For 

what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath 

gained, when God taketh away his soul?” (Job 27:8). 

He was in a strange land and he could not sing the 

Lord‟s songs.  He was out of fellowship and could 

not worship. In 1 Timothy 5:6, the Bible says, “but 

she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.” 

God is not interested in people who clamour for 

His gifts but not Himself.    

This reminds us of the story of the ten lepers. 

They were healed but only one of them returned 

to have a relationship. Many want just the gift in 

his hands. They care not for a relationship with the 

giver. The woman of Tyre and Sidon in Matthew 

15:21-28 collected healing for her daughter and 

left. She was called a dog yet she persisted. She 

did not care for a relationship with the Master. She 

only wanted the gift. Her faith for material and 
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physical things was unsurpassed but that did not 

inspire her to seek heaven “for without are dogs.” 

The woman with the issue of blood equally col-

lected what she wanted and went home rejoicing 

but we never heard of her again. If however 

wealth is gained and heaven is lost, it seems to me 

we are of all men most miserable. “For what is a 

man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 

his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for 

his soul” (Matthew 16:26). Thank God for the likes 

of Mary Magdalene. She collected but stayed long 

enough to nurse a relationship and became the 

first evangelist after the Lord rose from death. 

It is sometimes dangerous to ask for His hands 

when you and I are supposed to be seeking His 

heart. The children of Israel asked for meat in the 

wilderness. They asked for things in His hands not 

His heart. He gave them meat, but the Bible says 

while the meat was yet in their mouth He slew 

them. It was not the devil that slewed them but 

God Himself. Psalm 78:29-31 gave us an account 

of what transpired: 

“So they did eat, and were filled: for he gave 
them their own desire; they were not es-
tranged from their lust. But while their meat 
was yet in their mouths, the wrath of God 
came upon them, and slew the fattest of 



Walking with God 28 

them, and smote down the chosen men of 
Israel” 

(Psalm 78:29-31) 

Apostle Paul asked, “Was then that which is good 

made death unto me?” (Romans 7:13). Sometimes 

good things could turn deadly if we fail to seek 

the heart of God. The initial purpose of material 

things is to make our lives easier and more com-

fortable. But it is amazing how complicated they 

can become. In fact, the urgency of our materialis-

tic lifestyles becomes a tyranny that demands most 

of our energies. God is looking for people who 

want to have relationship with Him. He is not sat-

isfied with people who come basically because 

they know He has the power to heal them, power 

to deliver them, power to set them free, power to 

relieve them of their burden. Yes, God is all of the-

se but much more. God wants relationship. Jesus 

asked Apostle Peter at the breakfast table by the 

seaside “Lovest thou me more than these”? (John 

21:15). God has basically two things that he offers 

continually: His hands and His heart. Which 

would you choose? 

God is actually seeking for people, who will 

not derail from the faith on account of riches, peo-

ple whose strength rests in the joy of the Lord. We 
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need people who will occupy commanding 

heights of the economy of nations without com-

promising the standards of God. These are few in 

number and scarce to find among the sons of men. 

The true treasurers of God are estranged from 

their lusts; the whiff of money notwithstanding, 

they hold on tightly to their maker. They glory not 

in riches but in their knowing God, who is the giv-

er of all things. They are constantly looking up to 

Him from whom all blessings flow. They are not 

proud of their achievements, for they know the 

true source of their wealth and they acknowledge 

Him as such. They do not glory in their accom-

plishments; they have learnt to glory only in their 

knowing God and God knowing them. Prophet 

Jeremiah said,  

“Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might, let not the rich man 
in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory 
in this, that he understandeth and knoweth 
me, that I am the Lord which exercise loving-
kindness, judgment, and righteousness in 
the earth: for in these things I delight, saith 
the LORD.” 

(Jeremiah 9:23-24) 

Perhaps, the prodigal son was seeking for hon-
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our but he missed it?  No man is ever honoured 

for what he received but for what he gives. What 

are you giving unto God? Are you still asking 

what can God do for you? The house of God is fast 

becoming a business centre where exchanges are 

made and every man seeks his own interest. We 

shout the loudest “Amen” when we seek His 

hands but a lowly one when His interests are at 

stake; God is concerned. He is concerned basically 

because of the danger which prosperity presents 

to the unwary traveller on the highway. 
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THE DANGER OF PROSPERITY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T he central issue stemming from the fall of 

mankind in Genesis 3 is and has always been: 

does mankind need God? The devil posited that 

man does not need God. That mankind will be as 

wise as God and be able to distinguish between 

good and evil. God maintained the opposite. To 

overrule the devil without trying out his hypothe-

ses would amount to a cover up and the question 

would still lurk in the recesses of our mind. God 

allowed the proposition of the devil to be tested 

and mankind unfortunately is still engaged in try-

ing out the possibility of living without God.  

Wealth tends to fuel this proposition that mankind 

does not really need God. The Preacher said it 

plainly, “Money answereth all things” (Ecclesiastes 

8:22). If all things could be done with money, why 
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not acquire it to be self-sufficient and independ-

ent? Perhaps this explains why the sick, the poor, 

the troubled and the disadvantaged populate our 

churches than the well-to-do, affluent and power-

ful members of the society except on ceremonial 

occasions. 

In Matthew 19:23-26 the Bible recorded the fol-

lowing conversation between the Lord Jesus and 

the disciples. 

“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I 
say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again 
I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
When his disciples heard it, they were ex-
ceedingly amazed, saying, who then can be 
saved? But Jesus beheld them, and said unto 
them, With men this is impossible; but with 
God all things are possible.” 

(Matthew 19:23-26) 

Jesus had just finished his discussion with the 

Rich ruler who showed tremendous interest in 

gaining eternal life. His discussion with him show-

cased how difficult it is to part with wealth on ac-

count of the kingdom. He therefore decided to 

warn all men about the danger of prosperity. 

Wealth, according to the Master, is deceitful. He 
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said it is extremely difficult for a rich man to enter 

heaven. His statement underscores the fact that 

the dangers that face the rich are real and terrible. 

The truth, according to the Master, is that 

wealth pulls a man away from the kingdom of 

heaven. There is a lure, an attraction, a force, a 

power, a pull that reaches out to draw a person 

from the kingdom when he looks at his wealth. 

The force is so strong that it enslaves a man and 

dooms any rich man from embracing heaven. 

Wealth brings comfort, position, power and recog-

nition. It boosts ego and makes a person self-

sufficient and independent in this world. As a re-

sult, there is a tendency for the rich to feel inde-

pendent and self sufficient, to live as though they 

need nothing; and in such an atmosphere and 

world of thought, God is forgotten. Proverbs 18:11 

says it very clearly, “The rich man's wealth is his 

strong city, and as a high wall in his own conceit.” 

The disciples were amazed because the state-

ment of Jesus runs contrary to common wisdom 

and thought of mankind. They had always be-

lieved that prosperity is God's blessings and that it 

is the reward of righteousness and obedience and 

that God blesses a person with the things of this 

earth if the person is righteous and obedient. But 
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Christ was saying the very opposite: that a pros-

perous person would most likely never enter 

heaven; that prosperity posed such a serious and 

dangerous threat to a person that his eternal doom 

was almost assured. Christ statement was to the 

effect that prosperity and righteousness are not as-

sociates. This was shocking! 

Solomon's pedigree placed him at an ad-

vantage in the service of God. He had a father who 

was described as a man after God's heart. He had 

peace in the kingdom, his father having subdued 

all the enemies around and made them subject to 

Israel. He was well favoured with riches and hon-

our. Then the unthinkable happened. Solomon be-

came rich and extremely wealthy that he gave his 

heart liberty to experiment with all kinds of pleas-

ure. At the end, he described all his experiences 

with wealth as vanity and vexation of spirit. He 

counted one thousand wives and concubines at his 

behest and they turned his heart away from God.  

We were also told of Jeshurun in Deuteronomy,  

“But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou 
art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art 
covered with fatness; then he forsook God 
which made him, and lightly esteemed the 
Rock of his salvation.”  

(Deuteronomy 32:15) 
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The Rich ruler was sorrowful when told to part 

with his wealth; he preferred to hold on to the 

temporal and sacrificed the eternal. He went away 

sorrowfully. 

All these examples show the damaging effect, 

which riches could do to our relationship or walk 

with God. There is a greater danger in having a 

surplus than in having a need. Riches are like 

good fruits on the stem of maize. If the stem is 

strong it could carry the weight of the blessing, 

but when it is weak, good fruits actually become a 

source of sorrow to the maize. They damage the 

stem and break it. God will not allow his blessings 

to become the source of your fall and departure 

from the faith. This is why He has not bestowed 

His bounty on many. Many Christians are like 

maize, which carries heavy fruits with difficulty. 

In fact, the heavier the fruits, the more likely for 

the maize stem to break. Why would God break 

you just for the sake of bestowing His blessing on 

you?  

Prophet Isaiah counselled all when he said:  

“Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them 
stretch forth the curtains of thine habita-
tions: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and 
strengthen thy stakes; for thou shalt break 
forth on the right hand and on the left; and 
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thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make 
the desolate cities to be inhabited.”  

(Isaiah 54:2-3) 

This counsel is for all. We are to strengthen our 

cord; make it stronger to receive the blessing of 

God so that His blessings do not become a curse 

that leads to perdition. The preparation of the 

heart is a necessary beginning if wealth is not to be 

the ruin and eventual fall from the faith. Many do 

not know why wealth has not been committed un-

to them. It is a function of your heart. If wealth in 

your hands would lead you astray and separate 

you from God, his mercy and love will ensure that 

you do not have it. You may pray and fast but 

God's love for you will ensure that you are not de-

railed in your walk with God on the platform of 

riches. The rich ruler in Luke 18:18-32 desired the 

kingdom but his attachment to wealth was his un-

doing. 

The testimony of a young Christian who came 

across stupendous wealth is illustrative. When he 

was unemployed, he was regular in his fellowship 

with God and men. When wealth came, his unpre-

pared heart focused on the wealth and his fellow-

ship with God and men suffered. The Pastor asked 

him why he was no longer frequent in fellowship; 
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he stated that his time is now gainfully directed to-

wards the management of his acquired wealth. 

The constructive prayer offered by the pastor that 

God should destroy this malignant disease that is 

separating the man from God went without 

“amen.” The man protested the prayer and plead-

ed that he will manage his time henceforth to 

please God. It is apparent that a “new god” now 

exists and is in competition with the true God. 

You cannot serve God and mammon so counselled 

the great Master. No wonder the rich ruler went 

away sorrowfully.  

The amount of time and attention devoted to 

money management, so called, define the love one 

has for it. As the love for money increases, the love 

for God dwindles. At the end, it makes shipwreck 

of faith once professed 1 Timothy 6:10-16. When 

we taste the things of this world and become com-

fortable, we tend to fear losing our possessions. 

We struggle to keep what we have and to get 

more. Wealth attaches a person to the world; it en-

ables a person to buy things that make him com-

fortable, it pleases his taste, stirs his ego, expand 

his experience, challenge his mental pursuit, stim-

ulate his flesh and stretch his self-image. Appear-

ance and performance are the ultimate. Jesus how-
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ever said, “That which is highly esteemed among men 

is abomination in the sight of God” (Luke 16:15). 

Esau did many things wrong in his lifetime but 

he made a timeless statement when he encoun-

tered his brother Jacob. He apparently had rede-

fined his relationship with material things. He had 

learnt that material success does not necessarily 

constitute endorsement of our actions. He said in 

Genesis 33:9 “I have enough, my brother keep that 

thou hast to thyself.” It has always been the ques-

tion, when is enough, enough? Riches tend to 

make a man selfish. For some unexplainable rea-

son, the more we have, the more we want. How 

much is enough? Priorities must be established 

outside of what the world calls success. Christ 

warned us that a man could gain the entire world 

and forfeit his soul in the pursuit. If you are pros-

pering materially, you are at risk of temptations 

and dangers of affluence. May be you need to 

pause and take stock, lest your blessings turn out 

to be snares. 

The majority of warnings in Christ's messages 

were to the wealthy, not the poor. Just having 

abundance is not a sign of God's blessings. A disci-

plined lifestyle with abundance is greater witness 

than the abundance could ever be (2 Corinthians 
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8:14). The Lord Jesus warned all who cared to lis-

ten when he said in Luke 12:15, “Take heed, and be-

ware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in 

the abundance of the things which he possesseth.” He 

repeated the warning when he said, “And take 

heed, and beware of covetousness: lest at any time your 

hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunken-

ness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon 

you unawares” (Luke 21:34). Two things; power 

and prosperity, easily mislead mankind. The rea-

son is not far-fetched. Power, in whatever form, 

has snare, pride; prosperity at any level has snare, 

self-sufficiency and independency. No wonder the 

apostles warned all true believers to “flee these 

things.” 

It is easy to rationalize a self-indulgent lifestyle 

in a society in which most people indulge them-

selves. To get the right balance, we must go to 

God's Word. It is not necessary to live poorly to 

serve the Lord. The only people who think pov-

erty is spiritual are those who haven't tried it. But, 

affluence is perhaps the greatest threat to our walk 

with the Lord, “For where your treasure is, there will 

your heart be also” (Matthew 6:21). Of all the ways 

satan tempts Christian to compromise God's 

word, money is the most common. When we love 
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money and order our lives around its accumula-

tion and preservation, we have made money our 

god, putting it before everything else and guaran-

teeing that we do not live a righteous life. If we 

put God and His commands first, then we are free 

to pursue success, knowing that we have our pri-

orities in the right order and God will reward us (1 

Timothy 6:10).  

We are not to celebrate poverty, but the current 

drive and emphasis by Christians on material ac-

quisitions is pregnant with danger. The signpost is 

reading red already, not just amber, with pastors 

competing on the number of automobiles acquired 

and current models. The church is treading a dan-

gerous path that leads to nowhere but destruction. 

Money, useful as it is, must not and indeed cannot 

replace righteousness, the bedrock of anointing 

(Hebrews 1:9).  

Each Christian must learn to live on what God 

provides and not come under the pressure 

brought on by driving desires for wealth and ma-

terial things. “If we have food and covering, with these 

we shall be content” (1 Timothy 6:8). A get-rich-

quick attitude is characterised by attempts to 

make money quickly with little applied effort. If 

your short-range goal is to make money, you 
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should review it because it is not a Christian objec-

tive. Having money as a goal means you are de-

pending on yourself and not on God. Instead, seek 

God's will and then achieve nothing less than ex-

cellence (Matthew 6:33).  

Money drowns men in destruction and perdi-

tion. The word „drown‟ is a descriptive picture of 

wealth being “a personal monster, which plunges 

its victims into an ocean of complete destruction.” 

The person who falls into foolish and hurtful lusts 

of this world shall be utterly destroyed and ru-

ined, both in body and soul. And the destruction 

and ruin shall be for eternity. 

“For many walk, of whom I have told you 
often, and now tell you even weeping, that 
they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 
whose end is destruction, whose God is their 
belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who 
mind earthly things.”  

(Philippians 3:18-19) 

It is not that Christianity pleads for poverty. 

There is no special virtue in being poor, and no 

happiness in having a constant struggle to make 

ends meet. But Christianity does plead for two 

things. It pleads for the realization that it is never 

in the power of things to bring happiness. It 

pleads for the concentration upon the things that 
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are permanent, the things that a man can take with 

him when in the end he dies. 

The decay of a Christian's spiritual life usually 

can be traced directly to incorrect priorities. Almost 

without exception, these misplaced priorities relate 

to money. Money and its related symptoms (pride, 

greed, and ego) divert our affections from God 

(Luke 16:13). God still reserves the right to make 

decisions in our lives  even economic ones. But as 

history has always proven, when a people gain 

prosperity, most of them become arrogant and self-

sufficient, extravagant and indulgent, greedy and 

unjust, worldly and immoral, slothful and compla-

cent, selfish and hoarding. There is a greater danger 

in having a surplus than in having a need. 

Just as over-eating can make a person sick and 

too much insulation in a home can trap toxic air 

inside, too much wealth can be dangerous to the 

moral and spiritual health of an individual, a city, 

or nation. In fact, Jesus warned about the deceit-

fulness of riches in Matthew 13:22. He said,  

“He also that received seed among thorns is 
he that heareth the word; and the care of 
this world, and deceitfulness of riches, choke 
the word, and he becometh unfruitful.” 

(Matthew 13:22)  
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The deceitfulness of riches and its ability to 

freeze our relationship with God is a major reason 

for the withholding of riches from many. Prosperi-

ty is capable of choking the word of God in the 

hearts of the believers and make it unfruitful. It 

can make our love for God to become cold, or 

worst of all, to become lukewarm with the at-

tendant consequence of being “spewed out” by 

God. 

Luxury can easily delude us into spiritual care-

lessness, greed and ultimate ruin. Such is the case 

of Babylon in John's vision of her fall (Revelation 

18:2-3,7-8). Historically, Babylon achieved wealth, 

power and dominance through constant warfare, 

oppression and deception. It was known through-

out the ancient world for plundering others for its 

own gain. Here in Revelation 18, Babylon is proba-

bly a symbol not only of Rome, but also of a world 

system that operates in open rebellion against 

God. But there is a heavy price to pay for the self-

indulgent lifestyle that Babylon's people live, and 

for the injustices they resort to in maintaining it. 

Cruelty and deception do not go unanswered: The 

city becomes a dwelling place for demons 

(Revelation 18:2). Her patterns of luxury become 

addictive, similar to alcoholism, sexual excesses 
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and the like. 

God values our relationship with Him and He 

will not allow money or any other thing to be the 

hindrance to our fellowship with Him. Apostle 

Paul asked in Romans 8:35, “What shall separate us 

from the love of God?” The answer now seems so 

clear as we have come a long way from the days of 

the Apostles in our Christian journey. We now 

know that money could separate us from the love 

of God. Christ said,  

“No man can serve two masters: for either 
he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to the one, and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”  

(Matthew 6:24) 

In love, God withholds things from you that 

may take you from His presence, money inclusive. 

Something that will take you from Him is not a 

blessing and is not to be desired. The biggest pos-

session one can have in life is the presence of God. 

Every other thing is emptiness. They will dissolve 

into nothingness. They cannot last.  

Comfort has a way of making believers to be-

come carefree and careless. Oh! what profundity 

informed the prayer of Agur the son of Jakeh in 

Proverbs 30:7-9.  
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“Two things have I required of thee; deny 
me them not before I die: Remove far from 
me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty 
nor riches; feed me with food convenient for 
me: Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, 
Who is the LORD? Or lest I be poor, and 
steal, and take the name of my God in vain.” 

(Proverbs 30:7-9) 

Until God prepares your heart to receive his 

riches, you run the risk of forsaking the true God 

for the god of money. The race for money clearly 

explains this. Many kill and maim to get wealth, 

thereby confirming the words of Apostle Paul that 

“they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, 

and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown 

men in destruction and perdition” (1 Timothy 6:9). 

Many lust after riches, they lie, they steal, they kill, 

and they make sacrifices to become wealthy in this 

life because of their ignorance of the danger of 

riches and the mandate of God concerning riches. 

Money could make one to forget God since it is ca-

pable of answering all things for man and making 

dependence on God an unnecessary pastime.  

If a Christian is indeed a pilgrim and a soldier, 

is it right for him to be involved deeply in the af-

fairs of this world when he knows he is on a jour-

ney? Is permanency an attribute of a pilgrim? We 
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all need to address ourselves to these issues. How 

do we relate this rat race to what Apostle Peter 

told us about the present world being reserved for 

fire and that a new heaven and a new earth are on 

the way? In Colossians 3:1-2 we were admonished,  

“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God. Set your affection 
on things above, not on things on the earth.”  

(Colossians 3:1-2) 

Too many cultured people are so well fixed 

here on earth that even the thought of heaven no 

longer appeals to them. They don't aspire tomor-

row's heaven because they are mesmerized by the 

pleasures of this world. If any person says this 

world is our permanent home,  he can have it. I 

am longing for a better place where there will be 

no sin, no sorrow, no hatred, no prejudice and no 

death. Heaven is the final destination of every 

child of God! The hope of this world is so inade-

quate, but the hope of the Christian is so valid. 

People may bathe themselves in the lap of the lux-

ury, but deep down in their hearts they hurt so 

much and it is no laughing matter. 

I dare say that if you are committing glaring 

sins and you are making visible progress and 
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prospering, be rest assured that you have been 

classified as a robber into whose hands abundant 

wealth could be committed (Job 12:6). Just like 

God bestowed power to the basest of men, He also 

gives wealth to the greedy and uncaring people so 

that on the last day none would have an excuse.  

“O the depth of the riches both of the wis-
dom and knowledge of God! how unsearch-
able are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out!”  

(Romans 11: 33) 

Jesus said “But woe unto you that are rich! For ye 

have received your consolation. Woe unto you that are 

full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! 

for ye shall mourn and weep” (Luke 6:24-25). Why 

did the apostle warn believers to “flee these 

things”? Chiefly, because prosperity and comfort 

harbour snares that drown men in destruction and 

perdition. It brings with it self-sufficiency and 

carefree disposition towards God. Many cling to 

wealth. They do not “flee these things” because of 

their ignorance of the deceitfulness of riches and 

the true mandate of riches as commanded by God. 

“But they that will be rich fall into tempta-
tion and a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruc-
tion and perdition. For the love of money is 
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the root of all evil: which while some covet-
ed after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sor-
rows. But thou, O man of God, flee these 
things; and follow after righteousness, godli-
ness, faith, love, patience, meekness.” 

(1 Timothy 6:9-10) 

The rich are far more tempted to live in the 

flesh and to live extravagantly; far more tempted 

to live selfishly and to control and dominate peo-

ple through the power of their wealth. The rich 

and they who will be rich are never free from the 

bombardment of temptation. Therefore, the rich 

person never has peace. He never possesses con-

tentment, not inward completeness and satisfac-

tion. He never feels completely fulfilled and suffi-

cient. 

Moses stated the danger of prosperity clearly 

to all.  

“And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, 
and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and 
all that thou hast is multiplied; then thy 
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD 
thy God, which brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt, from the house of bondage.” 

(Deuteronomy 8:13-14) 

Under Solomon, Israel emerged as a power 

house of wealth and military might. Its influence 
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extended from Euphrates to Egypt and its afflu-

ence to a majority of its citizens, whose prosperity 

is summarized as “eating and drinking and rejoic-

ing” (1 Kings 4:20). As Solomon's reign put a tem-

porary stop to threats from without and strife 

from within, everyone lived in safety, “each man 

under his vine and his fig tree” (1 Kings 4:25). This 

good news suddenly comes to a halt when Solo-

mon began to love many foreign wives (1 kings 

11:1). Things turn downhill from there as Solomon 

turns away from the Lord to idols. God pronounc-

es judgment on him and raises adversaries against 

him.  What happened? Why did Solomon's bril-

liant reign end on such a tragic note? How could 

the wisest king who ever ruled violate the law so 

foolishly and blatantly by accumulating wives 

who would lead him into idolatry?  

One answer is that times of prosperity can eas-

ily dull the spiritual sensitivity of even the most 

devoted of God's people. It's not that prosperity is 

evil in and of itself. But Jesus described the deceit-

fulness of riches, which can choke the spiritual out 

of a person. What happened to Solomon and Israel 

can happen to any of us. Those who live in relative 

affluence are especially vulnerable to losing touch 

with God, even as possessions and power multi-
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ply. Perhaps Israel and its King should have paid 

more attention to the warning signs that it was 

headed for spiritual disaster. 

The words „I‟, „me‟, „my‟ and „myself‟ appear 

more than forty times in Ecclesiastes 2:1-11! This 

says a lot about the lifestyle that the writer was 

pursuing. He seems to have focused on the gratifi-

cation and glorification of himself. Does this self-

centred outlook sound familiar? Many people to-

day are using their skills to attain a lifestyle that is 

built around their own comforts and convenience. 

The needs of others hardly matter to them. But Ec-

clesiastes shows that this approach to living is ulti-

mately empty, futile, and passing, it is “vanity and 

grasping for the wind” (Ecclesiastes 2:11). 

There is a close affinity between prosperity 

and the flesh. And unless we allow God in be-

tween, we run the risk of annihilation. Prosperity 

can become a cancer that eats up our spiritual vi-

rility. Too much comfort can mean less of God, the 

benevolent. Why is that which is good become 

death? Prosperity aids rebellion and makes one as-

sertive of his independence. To rest and trust in 

God as the sustainer and provider is good mes-

sage to the less affluent, but balderdash to the rich. 

With abundant wealth, we can easily gratify self, 
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conforming to the corrupt pattern of this present 

age. 

Prosperity represents a present danger, which 

many ignore to their peril. To have money and to 

use it for godly purposes is good but to satiate the 

flesh with the pleasures of this world while many 

are wallowing in abject poverty is detestable and 

clearly ominous to the discerning. 
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A buse is inevitable when purpose is not 

known. Many have fallen victim of the dan-

ger of riches because of their ignorance of its as-

signed mandate. Apostle Paul said: 

“Charge them that are rich in this world, that 
they be not high minded, nor trust in uncer-
tain riches, but in the living God, who giveth 
us richly all things to enjoy. That they do 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready 
to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying 
up in store for themselves a good foundation 
against the time to come, that they may lay 
hold on eternal life.”  

(1 Timothy 6:17-19) 

The word charge is a strong word. A charge is a 

command to do something. It has the force of a mil-

itary command, yet it has the tenderness of an ap-

peal to it. It means to beg and beseech a person- 



Walking with God 54 

strongly so, to the point that the person is com-

manded to act. In this charge God is appealing and 

begging the rich person, but He is doing it so 

strongly that it is a command. The rich person is 

approached in love and tenderness and an appeal is 

made to him, but he is expected to do exactly what 

God says. Five strong charges are given to the rich. 

First, the rich person is not to be highminded, 

proud, or arrogant. The world honours money. 

Practically everyone in the world wants more 

money, and most are actually seeking more mon-

ey. Few persons would turn down money. Money 

is so interwoven in the fabric of this world that it 

is probably the most honoured thing in this world. 

The result is that the rich person is lifted up in the 

minds of most people. Most people want to be like 

the rich person. Most people put the rich person 

upon a pedestal. This makes it extremely difficult 

for a rich person to keep a proper perspective of 

himself. There is greater danger that the rich per-

son will begin to think too highly of himself. There 

is the danger that he will become high minded, 

prideful, and arrogant; that he will begin to feel 

above other persons and to esteem himself better 

than others. The rich person must guard against 

this.  
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Riches and possessions do not make a person a 

good person; they do not make a person a quality 

person. Therefore, riches and possessions do not 

make a person better, of more quality than anyone 

else. Apostle Paul said, “For I say through the grace 

given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to 

think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but 

to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every 

man the measure of faith” (Romans 12:3). One would 

have thought that knowing everything belongs to 

God would make even the wealthiest among us 

humble. But it's sad what little bit of success will 

do to our egos and pride. Those who have been 

given responsibility in this life must be very care-

ful to exercise great caution, lest they give up their 

eternal rewards for some temporary ones. 

Second, the rich person is not to trust in the 

uncertainty of riches. Riches are about the most 

uncertain things in life. The world's economy is 

never certain, fluctuating up and down every few 

years; crisis follows crisis in world affairs and the 

markets respond and react to each crisis. Even if a 

person can keep his wealth in this life, disease or 

accident can happen overnight, and the person's 

wealth does him no good whatsoever. Riches may 

be here today, but they are just as easily gone to-
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morrow. The wisest man counseled: 

“Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own 
wisdom. Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that 
which is not? For riches certainly make 
themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle 
toward heaven.”  

(Proverbs 23:4-5) 

Third, the rich person is to trust in God. The 

word „trust‟ means to fix and set one's heart and 

life upon God. God is (he actually exists). He is liv-

ing and He is the only Person who possesses every 

good and perfect gift. James said, “Every good gift 

and every perfect gift is from above and cometh down 

from the Father of light with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17). The Psalm-

ist said, “Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us 

with benefits, even the God of our salvation” (Psalm 

68:19). There is tremendous freedom of mind in 

knowing and believing that God owns it all, and 

that money is nothing more than a resource pro-

vided by God to allow us to accomplish his pur-

poses on this earth. 

Fourth, the rich person is to do good and to be 

rich in good works. What works? The works of a 

rich man are clearly stated: he is to distribute his 

wealth and be generous in it. Too many rich peo-

ple shut their ears when they hear this. They turn 
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their attention elsewhere, for they do not want to 

think about giving large amount of money. They 

reject the fact that God expects them to give  to 

give to the point of sacrifice just like God did 

when He gave His only begotten Son and just like 

God's people do. God expects the rich to do good 

and be rich in good works. He expects the rich to 

distribute and to be generous and sacrificial in 

meeting the needs of the lost and poor and dying 

of this world. “As we have therefore opportunity, let 

us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are 

of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10). Addition-

ally, we are told “to do good and to communicate for-

get not: for with such sacrifices God is well 

pleased”  (Hebrews 13:16). 

Fifth, the rich person is to lay up wealth for the 

world to come. How does a rich person lay up 

wealth for the world to come? By using their 

wealth to do good and being ready to share and 

doing the work of charity. In Proverbs 13:7, the Bi-

ble said, “There is he that maketh himself rich, yet hath 

nothing: there is he that maketh himself poor, yet hath 

great riches.” 

The charge to the rich reveals the purpose of 

God in blessing His people. It is for distribution 

and not for hoarding. The question has always 
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been, are we ready to receive the blessings of the 

Lord on His terms? True prosperity goes with the 

added responsibility of willingness to distribute to 

those of the household of faith and then others 

(Galatians 6:10). The rich ruler in Luke 18 who 

claimed to have fulfilled all laws was asked to 

comply with the responsibility of distributing his 

accumulated wealth to the poor and sorrow filled 

his heart immediately. Once you see a hoarder, no 

matter how wealthy, he cannot be at peace and 

sorrow is not far from him. 

The scene is tragic, for God put the gifted upon 

earth to sacrificially meet the needs of the less gift-

ed. But instead of meeting their needs, the gifted 

are living in excessive comfort and pleasure, in-

dulging the whims of their flesh. The Bible says, 

“Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves 

bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that 

faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth 

corrupteth” (Luke 12:33).  A rich man is actually a 

lowly person (James 1:9-11), a servant to serve oth-

ers. He is to serve by distributing the wealth of 

God to others. Jesus asked in Matthew 24:45-51 

“But who is that faithful and wise servant, 
whom his lord hath made ruler over his 
household, to give them meat in due sea-
son? Blessed is that servant, whom his lord 
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when he cometh shall find so doing. Verily I 
say unto you, That he shall make him ruler 
over all his goods. But and if that servant 
shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his 
coming; And shall begin to smite his fellow 
servants, and to eat and drink with the 
drunken; The lord of that servant shall come 
in a day when he looketh not for him, and in 
an hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut 
him asunder, and appoint him his portion 
with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.” 

(Matthew 24:45-51) 

The mandate was clear to the disciples; the Bi-

ble said, they sold and brought the proceeds and 

they shared it with all and none said ought belong 

to him. We read of this joyous account in Acts 4:33

-37.  

“And the multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and of one soul: neither 
said any of them that ought of the things 
which he possessed was his own; but they 
had all things in common…Neither was there 
any among them that lacked: for as many as 
were possessors of lands or houses sold 
them, and brought the prices of the things 
that were sold, And laid them down at the 
Apostles' feet: and distribution was made 
unto every man according as he had need. 
And Joses, who by the apostles was sur-
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named Barnabas,.. , a Levite, and of the 
country of Cyprus, Having land, sold it, and 
brought the money, and laid it at the 
apostles' feet.”  

(Acts 4:33-37) 

In Proverbs 22:2, we were told, “the rich and 

poor meet together: the LORD is the maker of them all.” 

To a consecrated child of God, material blessings 

in life are an added incentive for greater Christian 

service; not an expensive cloak to be worn with 

pride and self-sufficiency. The rich should walk 

humbly before the Lord and thank Him from 

whom all blessings flow, for His blessings upon 

our lives.  

The mandate to distribute is so serious that Je-

sus said, “Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of 

him that taketh away thy goods ask them not 

again” (Luke 6:30). The book of Proverbs accentu-

ated this fact when it said, “Withhold not good from 

them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine 

hand to do it. Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and 

come again, and tomorrow I will give; when thou hast 

it by thee” (Proverbs 3:27). 

The mandate to distribute has nothing to do 

with the amount of wealth but with the existence 

of a neighbour with needs. The widow of Za-
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rephat understood the charge to distribute. The 

widow was asked by Prophet Elijah to prepare 

first for the man of God. Her obedience paved way 

for the true riches that sustained her and her fami-

ly throughout the period of famine. She under-

stood the principle of distribution. Her readiness 

to distribute her resources and meet the needs of 

others guarantees nourishment for her in period of 

need. The test of our faith seems to come when we 

see the needs of others. It is then that God proves 

us in our obedience to Him. A little boy who had 

enough food for himself, in John 6:5-12, was asked 

to share. When the boy shared, Jesus multiplied it 

so that there was enough for all. We may have 

provided only for ourselves, but if we will share 

what we have with Jesus, it will be used to supply 

others' needs, and yet somehow miraculously, we 

will still have enough for ourselves. It seems to me 

that the beauty of life does not depend on how 

happy we are, but on how happy others can be be-

cause of us.  

The time is also immaterial; we are expected to 

rise up though it be in the middle of the night be-

cause of our neighbour's importunity. In Luke 11:5

-8, we read the following:  
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“And he said unto them, Which of you shall 
have a friend, and shall go unto him, Friend, 
lend me three loaves; For a friend of mine in 
his journey is come to me, and I have noth-
ing to set before him? And he from within 
shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the 
door is now shut, and my children are with 
me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. I say 
unto you, Though he will not rise and give 
him, because he is his friend, yet because of 
his importunity he will rise and give him as 
many as he needeth.” 

(Luke 11:5-8) 

Without doubt, the lack of understanding of 

the purpose of God's blessings exposes people to 

the danger of riches. This lack of understanding 

alone is responsible for the unending struggle for 

wealth by the sons of the Kingdom. Why struggle 

for that which is to be distributed to others, except 

there is a contradictory agenda to the mandate of 

God? “A faithful man” the Bible said in Proverbs 

28:12, “abound with blessings, but he who make haste 

to be rich will not go unpunished.” The Preacher fur-

ther said in Ecclesiastes 5:11, “When goods increase, 

they are increased that eat them: and what good is there 

to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with 

their eyes?” 

This is the root of the statement by Apostle 
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Paul, that “godliness with contentment is great 

gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). “And having food and raiment, 

let us be therewith content” (1 Timothy 6:8). The se-

cret of contentment is not much money. The rich 

cling and hoard their money, and the rest of the 

mankind is forever seeking to get more and more 

money. But God is clear about the matter of mon-

ey: money and wealth do not bring contentment. 

Money tempts and enslaves. A person with money 

can buy anything he wants when he wants; can go 

wherever he wants when he wants; can do just 

about anything he wants when he wants. A person 

with such a power is always tempted to buy any-

thing, go anywhere, and do anything. He is al-

ways tempted to live selfishly and to hoard what 

he has. He is always tempted to keep on buying 

and buying; to keep on going and going; to keep 

on doing and doing.  

Man's contentment comes from having both 

his need for physical and spiritual food met. One 

without the other leaves him with some empti-

ness, some incompletion. Jesus said, “Man shall not 

live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out 

of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). True content-

ment comes only from godliness and it is a great 

gain.  
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“Let your conversation be without covetous-
ness; and be content with such things as ye 
have: for he hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee.”  

(Hebrews 13:5) 

“Better is little with the fear of the Lord, 
than great treasure and trouble therewith.”  

(Proverbs 15:16) 

The power to heal, deliver and set free are 

freely given by God, the same way the power to 

get wealth is given by God. Nobody has argued 

that the power to heal or deliver is strictly person-

al to the person endowed with such gifts, why 

should the power to get wealth be treated differ-

ently? In fact what is noticeable is the eagerness to 

share the anointing to heal and deliver with others 

whereas the power to prosper is seen as some-

thing personal. This should not be. Acts 10:38 says, 

“How God anointed Jesus Christ of Nazareth who went 

about doing good, healing all that were oppressed of the 

devil for God was with him.” The Bible says in Mat-

thew 10:8 “…freely ye have received, freely give.” But 

this is a hard knock for those who, like King Neb-

uchadnezzar, had built their own empire by their 

own strength and wisdom. If, however, God is the 

source of your wealth, if indeed He gave you the 

power to make wealth, the mandate is yours for 
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execution. We must recognize that God owns eve-

rything, and all blessings come from Him 

(including our ability to work).  

“For who regards you as superior? And what 
do you have that you did not receive? But if 
you did receive it, why do you boast as if you 
had not received it?”  

(1 Corinthians 4:7) 

The world reels in desperate need. People are 

starving, sick, un-housed, unclothed, and suffer-

ing by millions; and teeming millions are spiritual-

ly lost and without God in this world and doomed 

to die without ever knowing Him. Why would 

any man keep more than what he needs for him-

self and his family? How in this world can any 

man hoard and not help? As God looks at the rich, 

He is bound to ask the same questions. In fact, His 

questions are bound to be more pointed and force-

ful. This is exactly what Christ said to the rich 

young man: “Go and sell that thou hast; and give to 

the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 

come and follow me” (Matthew 19:21). 

The issue of distribution and our attitude to 

the poor took the center stage in Matthew 25:31-

46. Jesus said those who will make heaven on the 

last day are people who were always ready to 



Walking with God 66 

share with others and visit the sick and those in 

prison.   

“Then shall the righteous answer him, say-
ing, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, 
and fed thee? Or thirsty, and gave thee 
drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and 
took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or 
when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and 
came unto thee? And the King shall answer 
and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, in-
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me. Then shall he say also unto them 
on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels: For I was an hungred, and ye 
gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave 
me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took 
me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: 
and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then 
shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or 
a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and 
did not minister unto thee? Then shall he 
answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least 
of these, ye did it not to me. And these shall 
go away into everlasting punishment: but 
the righteous into life eternal.” 

(Matthew 25:31-46) 

The only faith that God knows and accepts is 
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the faith that serves Christ by ministering to peo-

ple. A man who says he has faith and does not 

minister to people is only professing faith in 

Christ. The true believer is “God's workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus unto good works” (Ephesians 

2:10). God knows no faith apart from good works, 

that is, ministering to the needs of people. Apostle 

James said “Show me thy faith without thy works, and 

I will show thee my faith with my works” (James 2:18).  

The basis of judgment and the reasons why the 

goats will be separated from God are revealing. 

The goats failed to minister. Very simply, the goats 

are persons who fail to help the hungry, the 

thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the 

prisoner. They are persons who do not become in-

volved in meeting the needs of people. They are 

persons who do not dedicate themselves to meet-

ing the desperate needs of a corruptible world. 

The goats live a selfish life. The goats are people 

who live a life of comfort and ease, a life of no-

concern and care, a life of materialism and things, 

a life of pleasure and indulgence, a life of money 

and plenty. They live selfishly while the world 

around them is suffering with hunger, sickness 

and death. They refuse to see that they are failing 

to help Christ when they fail to help the needy.  
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Apostle John asked, “But whoso hath these 

world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and 

shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how 

dwelleth the love of God in him?” (1 John 3:17). Note 

this: goats are not condemned for what they did, 

but for what they did not do. Their sin was the sin 

of omission, not commission. This was however 

terrible in the sight of God. How many destitute 

people were left suffering all through life because 

a goat did not help them? 

The call of a Christian is a call to be first and 

foremost a pilgrim; a passer-by in the world. To be 

a pilgrim is to abstain from many of the things, 

which the inhabitants do. This lack of understand-

ing of who a Christian is, has spelt doom for 

many. They now misinterpret their call to mean 

acquisition of wealth and pursuit of worldly pleas-

ures. They freely compete in pleasure seeking ac-

tivities and gleefully announce that they now oc-

cupy mansions hitherto considered the exclusive 

preserves of the high and mighty in the society. 

The world is amazed for the battle seems painless-

ly to have ended. It now seems we can serve God 

and mammon. Christ must have made a mistake 

in asserting the contrary. 

When a pilgrim finds himself enriched in this 
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world, when he discovers that the wealth that he has 

acquired is truly incompatible with the status of a 

pilgrim, he needs to ask questions. If he is a genuine 

seeker, he will discover that those things were given 

to him for distribution to others and not solely for 

his consumption or personal aggrandizement. The 

ultimate test of prosperity is the ability to release it. 

The scripture says, “There is he that scattered and yet 

increases and yet there is he that withholds more than is 

meet and yet it tended only to poverty” (Proverbs 11:24). 

It is a contrast in human logic that by giving up 

something we can receive even more. But Christ 

taught this principle frequently; it's called sowing 

and reaping. It is our choice whether to take what 

we want now or store it and receive it in God's eter-

nal kingdom. For every true pilgrim, God is prepar-

ing something. Jesus said,  

“In my Father's house there are many man-
sions if it were not so I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you.”  

(John 14:2) 

Apostle Paul further stated that  

“Eyes have not seen, ears have not heard 
neither has it entered into the heart of man 
what God hath prepared for them that love 
him.” 

(2 Corinthians 2:9) 
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This is the unseen treasure that awaits every 

true pilgrim. When we compare the time to enjoy 

God's rewards to the time spent in this world, 

there is no contest. The essence of the mandate 

given to the rich is actually to ensure the continu-

ous flow of the blessings of God. Many do not un-

derstand that the mandate was for their blessings. 

The hand of the giver is always on top of that of 

the receiver and so no matter how much is given 

away, the rich is always made richer. No wonder 

the Bible says, “it is more blessed to give than to re-

ceive” (Acts 20:35). 

If God has caused your blessing to overflow 

and all you do with the wealth is to occupy more 

space with it, you need to check yourself. Wealth 

in the hands of His children is for the advance-

ment of the Kingdom and for the relief of the poor 

and the widow and the fatherless, otherwise it 

might be all you'll get because you have no part in 

the Kingdom to come.  Of course, if you are obedi-

ent with the wealth given to you, you'll partake of 

the fatness but that is not the ultimate purpose 

why God has given you the money. The money 

was given for you to be a blessing to others and to 

advance the kingdom projects. Wealth in the 

hands of believers is like money kept with the 
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bank. The manager is in charge of the money but it 

is not his. He is entrusted with the safe-keeping 

and administration of the fund. He takes his salary 

and feeds his family but his responsibility is to re-

lease the fund to those whose right to it is properly 

established.  

A man has both life and possession only tem-

porarily - as a trust. If he handles his life and pos-

session badly, he shows he is not fit to be trusted 

with responsibility in the new heavens and earth. 

Unfaithfulness disqualifies a person from all he 

would receive. In Luke 16:11 we read: “If therefore 

you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, 

who will commit to your trust the true riches.” Our 

lives and possessions are His. If we are not faithful 

in using them, how can we expect to be compen-

sated? Note: a person never has all he would have 

if he fails to pursue God and to give others what is 

due to them. The Christian is to be faithful in han-

dling possessions, for his faithfulness determines 

what he will be trusted with eternally. Money and 

possessions are the least trust given a person. They 

are nothing compared to eternal salvation and to 

love, joy, peace and the absolute assurance and 

confidence of life eternal. They are nothing com-

pared to the presence and companionship, the 
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power and leadership of the Holy Spirit. They are 

nothing compared to possessing the Word of God 

and the promises of God. They are nothing com-

pared to knowing God personally and to being 

made an heir of God and a joint heir with Christ. 

The blessing that follows the mandate is equal-

ly unknown to many. The Bible says God is not 

unfaithful to forget your labour of love. Psalm 41:1

-3 state the blessings as follows: 

“Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the 
LORD will deliver him in time of trouble. The 
LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive; 
and he shall be blessed upon the earth: and 
thou wilt not deliver him to the will of his 
enemies. The LORD will strengthen him up-
on the bed of languishing: thou will make all 
his bed in his sickness.” 

(Psalm 41:1-3) 
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THE THREE RICH MEN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T hree men in the Bible illustrate the im-

portance of the mandate to the rich. The first 

is to be found in Luke 12:15-21. It reads: 

“And he said unto them, Take heed, and be-
ware of covetousness: for the life of a man 
consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possessth. And he spake a 
parable unto them, saying, The ground of a 
certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 
And he thought within himself, saying, What 
shall I do, because I have no room where to 
bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: 
I will pull down my barns, and build greater; 
and there will I bestow all my fruits and my 
goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years; 
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But 
God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee: then whose 
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shall those things be, which thou hast pro-
vided? So is he that layeth up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich towards God.” 

(Luke 12:15-21) 

Apostle Paul said they that serve at the altar 

are entitled to the things of the temple. A man 

who is the object of the bounty of God cannot but 

be a partaker of it, but he is not the target. He is 

the treasurer for God. When men use their God-

given ability to make money and produce goods, 

and then begin to keep back and hoard, they are 

stealing; they are keeping for themselves what 

rightly belongs to others. Therefore they will suf-

fer catastrophic loss in the next world. They will 

suffer total devastation (Luke 12:20; 16:22-23). 

Why? Because they love not enough to do what 

they and their particular talents were put on earth 

to do: provide for those who were less gifted and 

less fortunate. Ephesians 4:28 says, “Let him that 

stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working 

with his hands the thing which is good, that he may 

have to give to him that needeth.” 

When we recall the story of the Rich fool we 

are amazed at the justice of God in this matter. We 

read of how his land brought forth bountifully. 

We saw the man declare his intention to safeguard 
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his position as the latest nouveau riche. He an-

nounced possibly with glee, that he would build a 

new barn (store house) to keep the increase. He 

added that he would declare to his soul “it is time 

to eat, drink and be merry”. But God said, not so. 

The goodies are not yours. They were actually 

meant for others and since you have no intention 

of distributing it you have lost your raison detre. 

Pack it up! 

The second is located in Luke 16:19-26 where 

Jesus related the story of the Rich Man and Laza-

rus. He said, 

“There was a certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day: And there was a cer-
tain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid 
at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be 
fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich 
man's table: moreover the dogs came and 
licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the 
beggar died, and was carried by the angels 
into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also 
died, and was buried; And in hell he lifted up 
his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abra-
ham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And 
he cried and said, Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may 
dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But 
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Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in 
thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is 
comforted, and thou art tormented. And be-
side all this, between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed: so that they which would 
pass from hence to you cannot; neither can 
they pass to us, that would come from 
thence.” 

(Luke 16:19-26) 

By all human measurements, the rich man was 

a “winner,” while the beggar apparently died as 

he lived;  a “loser.” But the Lord pulled aside the 

veil and gave us a look at the other side, beyond 

the span of life here on earth. There are persons 

who are apparent winners by human standards 

who are eternal losers, and by the same token, 

there are losers who are eternal winners. The rich 

man, who had chosen to serve things rather than 

God, had made his choices in life that consigned 

him to an eternal separation from God in an envi-

ronment of constant, conscious torment. The beg-

gar, though a “loser” in health and wealth, was 

rich spiritually. Rather than becoming embittered 

by his miserable circumstances, he had responded 

with a love for God that bore patiently life's loneli-

ness and anguish and which sought to serve, no 

matter how obscure his place, with a prayerful re-
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demptive commitment to a hurting humanity. 

The story of the Richman and Lazarus clearly 

illustrates the mandate given to the rich. The story 

actually presents us with a conundrum. We were 

not told that the rich man stole the wealth or that 

he became angry with Lazarus who chose to make 

his gate his place of business for soliciting alms. 

He only ignored the beggar. He was minding as it 

were, his own business. Once you are blessed you 

must pray for the grace to share with others what 

you also have received, “for freely you have re-

ceived, freely you must give.” The moment you 

observe that you do not have the grace to share 

with others what you have received from the 

Lord, beware lest the blessing become a curse to 

you. When you are made rich in this world and 

the riches are not utilized for the Kingdom, be-

ware, lest prosperity gives birth to adversity. It 

might be you have decided to settle yourself here 

on earth with no plan or hope for the world to 

come.  

Abraham said to the rich man, “Son, remem-

ber!” What a sobering thought. He said something to 

the rich man that usually escaped our attention: he said, 

“Remember that while you were on earth you received 

good things.” The problem here is that riches might 
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even increase and you might live out your days in 

full thereby giving credence to a false sense of se-

curity thinking that 'if God is not with me, these 

will not be happening to me'. The truth however is 

that you're being settled and you will be reminded 

of this. Eliphaz, when speaking to Job said, 

“Hast thou marked the old way which wick-
ed men have trodden? Which were cut 
down out of time, whose foundation was 
overflown with a flood: which said unto God, 
Depart from us: and what can the Almighty 
do for them? Yet he filled their houses with 
good things.”  

(Job 22:15-18) 

In a way, it makes sense to have it all while on 

this terrestrial earth, for if you have no plan for the 

world to come, sending treasures there might ac-

tually be a foolish thing to do. Abraham said, 

“Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime received 

thy good things, and likewise Lazarus, evil things: 

but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.” 

what is the meaning of this? What has this got to 

do with their destination? A Christian in stupen-

dous wealth must ask question. He must not rest 

content with flatterers. He must go the extra mile 

in meeting needs of people if he is to make it on 

the last day. Selfishness, indulgence, extravagance, 



Prosperity 79 

hoarding, all that leads to and indicates the neglect 

of others, will visibly condemn a man when he 

stands before Christ. The Bible says,  

“If there be among you a poor man of one of 
thy brethren within any of thy gates in thy 
land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, 
thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut 
thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy 
poor brother.”  

(Deuteronomy 15:7) 

The last of the three men is found in Luke 

18:18-25. Here we read the story of the Rich Ruler. 

The Bible says, 

“And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good 
Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 
And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou 
me good? none is good, save one, that is, 
God. Thou knowest the commandments, Do 
not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not 
steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy 
father and thy mother. And he said, All these 
have I kept from my youth up. Now when Je-
sus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet 
lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, 
and distribute to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven: and come, and fol-
low me. And when he heard this, he was 
very sorrowful: for he was very rich. And 
when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, 
he said, How hardly shall they that have rich-
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es enter into the kingdom of God! For it is 
easier for a camel to go through a needle's 
eye, than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God. And they that heard it said, 
who then can be saved? And he said, The 
things which are impossible with men are 
possible with God.” 

(Luke 18:18-25) 

The story of the Rich Ruler is one of the sad-

dest passages in the entire Bible. The Rich Ruler 

missed one of the great opportunities of history, 

and “turned away sorrowfully because he had 

great possessions.” This is really the story of man-

kind in general. We reject the salvation that Jesus 

offers us, our chance of finding God- because we 

“have great possessions”. Not in the least because 

people are very rich in terms of money, for indeed 

most people are not, but because we have great 

possessions in the way of preconceived ideas, con-

fidence in our judgment, and in the ideas with 

which we happen to be familiar; spiritual pride, 

born of academic distinction; sentimental or mate-

rial attachment to institutions and organizations; 

habits of life that we have no desire to renounce; 

concern for human respect, or perhaps fear of pub-

lic ridicule; or a vested interest in worldly honour 

and distinction. And these possessions keep us 
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chained to the rock of suffering that is our exile 

from God. 

The Rich Ruler is one of the most tragic figures 

in history; not because he happened to be wealthy, 

for wealth in itself is neither good nor bad, but be-

cause his heart was enslaved by that love of mon-

ey which Paul tells us is the root of all evil. He 

could have been a multi millionaire in silver and 

gold, like Abraham and, as long as his heart was 

not set upon it, he would have been just as free as 

the poorest beggar to enter the Kingdom of Heav-

en. His trust, however, was in his riches, and this 

shut the gate. 

When you acquire wealth in your own way 

and seek to bless God with it, you declare without 

saying so that God is poor and need to be helped. 

God is not poor, neither is He broke. He owns all 

things. He, therefore, says to you in return, to part 

with what you have achieved on your own, count 

it as dung, become poor in spirit and I will reveal 

myself to you and bestow wealth untold on you. 

Paul said,  

“But what things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
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and do count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ.” 

(Philippians 3:7-8) 

Many wonder why after studying Mathematics 

or Physics, God asked them to preach the gospel. 

Oh, why didn't God direct them to study theology 

right from the beginning? That which is earthly is 

earthly. God cannot be helped. He is the helper. 

We need His help. It is not our money but His 

wealth that will advance the work of the King-

dom.  A man said, let me acquire all the money I 

could, then I will come and work for God. Sorry, 

this is misplaced and misguided wisdom. It is not 

your money but you as you are: empty, naked, 

poor and wretched but surrendered, that God 

needs to use. 

The Rich Ruler kept the commandments from 

his youth but was ignorant of the mandate for the 

rich. He came asking the Master the most im-

portant question in life; he said, “what must I do 

to inherit eternal life?” The answer was so unex-

pected that he was left dumbfounded. The Master 

said, “if you want to be perfect, then go and sell your 

possessions and give to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven.” The statement left the rich ruler 

distraught and the disciples bewildered. Deeply 
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touched by the outcome of the discussion between 

the Master and the Rich Ruler, the disciples blurt-

ed out “Who then can be saved? Jesus said, the things 

that are impossible with men are possible with God.” 

Only God's special intervention can help a rich 

man to make heaven.   

A man cannot earn his way to heaven any 

more than he can pay for it. We need a saviour, 

not a resume cataloguing our achievements. A 

three-cord strand is not easily broken but a two-

fold combination of man and wealth is a disaster 

and is headed in the direction of destruction. The 

question then is this; can that which is a blessing 

become a curse? Yes! If you fail to apply it for the 

purpose the giver originally intended it. The story 

of the three rich men actually underscores the im-

perativeness of the mandate. The story of the three 

rich men had one thing in common: a powerful 

lesson for the rich. 

What is the lesson to be learnt from the story of 

the three rich men; it is the need to ask the right 

question. We all must begin to ask the right ques-

tion. Why the right question? Because, if we keep 

asking the wrong question, we cannot have the 

right answer. Only the right question will elicit the 

correct answer. In Genesis 1:26-28, the Bible says, 
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“And God said, Let us make man in our own 
image, after our own likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creep-
ing thing that creepeth upon the earth. So 
God created man in his own image, in the 
image of god created he him; male and fe-
male created he them. And God blessed 
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over every living thing that moveth upon the 
earth.” 

(Genesis 1:26-28) 

When God created man, he blessed him. The 

first thing God did to man was to bless him. After 

blessing him, he said to him, do something with 

the blessing that I have conferred on you. God 

said to man; be a blessing, impact your environ-

ment with the blessing I have blessed you with. 

When the earth is cultivated instead of lying fal-

low, the earth is glad because by this it can be a 

blessing. The earth is not glad that it is bringing 

forth briers and thorns. The earth needs somebody 

to cultivate it, so that it can bring forth food for the 

eater and be a blessing to mankind. The earth 

wants you to subdue it as directed by God. It is by 
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doing this that you become a blessing to the earth. 

Talking to Abraham in Genesis 12:2-3 God 

said; 

“And I will make of thee a great nation, and I 
will bless thee, and make thy name great; 
and thou shall be a blessing: And I will bless 
them that bless thee, and I will curse him 
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all fami-
lies of the earth be blessed.” 

(Genesis 12:2-3) 

God was more specific, He said to Abraham, 

“….and thou shall be a blessing.” Of all the seven 

things that God said to Abraham; only this was a 

command to be carried out by Abraham. All the 

other things were to be done by God. He told him 

what he was going to do for him. Abraham was to 

do the blessing. God is still saying today, “Brother 

John I have blessed you and you will be a blessing. 

Sister Jane I have blessed you and you will be a 

blessing.” You will be. God will not do that for 

you. What the church needs to ask itself today is 

not “am I blessed” but “am I a blessing?” It is one 

thing to be blessed; it is another thing to be a bless-

ing. To be blessed is a privilege; very easy thing to 

do by God. But to be a blessing is difficult because 

it is a responsibility to be carried out by you: “And 

thou shall be a blessing.” 
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In the Acts of Apostles 10:38, the Bible says, 

“How God anointed Jesus Christ of Nazareth with the 

Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing 

good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; 

for God was with him.” Immediately God blessed Je-

sus with the anointing, he did not sit down. The 

Bible says, he began to impact the world with the 

blessing of God upon his life. And Jesus, while 

speaking on the Sermon on the Mount, said,  

“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt 
have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be 
salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, 
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A 
city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Nei-
ther do men light a candle, and put it under 
the bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let 
your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.” 

(Matthew 5:13-16) 

The question is; are you a sweet smelling sa-

vour to the world around you? Is your light shin-

ing to give light to those around you? Are you im-

pacting your world positively? We must resemble 

Christ on this matter. The Bible says, “Let this mind 

be in you, which was also in Christ Je-
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sus” (Philippians 2:5). And thou shall be a bless-

ing” means you will go out and from what you 

have received you will begin to help individuals 

and families and those you know and those you 

do not know. You will help the church and help 

the work. The reason for poverty and not prosper-

ity is because we do not use the things God gave 

us for the purpose for which it is given; purpose 

had been disappointed.  

Blessing is good but we must be careful not to 

disappoint the purpose for which it had been giv-

en. Abraham had to be careful with the blessing 

conferred on him by God. In Genesis 18:1-8, Abra-

ham saw three men and he ran towards them and 

compelled them to come under his roof. He at-

tended to them, washes their feet, gave them food 

and took care of them. There are people who have 

no record of those that were blessed through 

them. To the church and to their neighbours; they 

are tight fisted and miserly. They have no record 

of anyone who could trace their blessing to them 

in life; that is why the blessings conferred on them 

are limited. Our capacity for his blessing is deter-

mined by how much we are prepared to release to 

others and propagate the gospel.  

We can sing loud and clear for all to hear, 
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“Abraham blessings are mine; I am blessed in the 

morning; I am blessed in the evening, Abraham 

blessings are mine”. Who is arguing with you on 

this? Of course you are blessed but the right ques-

tion is, are you a blessing? In Hebrews 13:16, the 

Bible says, “But to do good and to communicate forget 

not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” We 

need to be able to transform what we have re-

ceived into what we can give. We must be ready to 

transform that which is an input into an output 

and that happens only when we make up our 

minds to do what God wants us to do.  

You need to sit down and ask yourself, am I a 

really a blessing to the world around me? Most of 

the reason why people are not blessed as they 

should is because we have not made up our mind 

to be a blessing. 

Zechariah 8:13 says “…and ye shall be a bless-

ing.” When you decide to be a blessing, the bless-

ing of God will be multiplied to you. You should 

be asking yourself the right question; who have I 

been a blessing to? When last was I a blessing? 

How was I a blessing? The answers to these ques-

tions will tell you whether you are in line for the 

blessing of God. In what way have I been a bless-

ing to the Church, to the city I live in and to others? 
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Those who are not mindful to be a blessing will al-

ways have limited blessing from God.  The goal of 

God is to make sure the blessing he conferred on 

you is shared with others. If everyone will be shar-

ing the blessing of God there will be no lack in our 

midst. Remember the early church, when they 

shared; there was no lack. They were ready to 

share and that was why they were able to get so 

much done, but in the church today everyone want 

to be blessed but not ready to be a blessing.  

The right question is, am I a blessing with my 

resources and with my time? In those days, many 

things done with money today were not done with 

money then. We pay people to sing and we pay 

people to preach; we pay the drummers and we 

pay the trumpeters; we pay cleaners and pay vir-

tually everybody to serve God. No more room for 

selfless services, everything is monetized. The 

Apostles said to the cripple man at the beautiful 

gate; “Look on us…. silver and gold have I none 

but such as I have give I thee.” In the Church to-

day, people are not ready to part with their silver 

and gold and there is no such as I have. We all 

ought to be saying “I know there is something I 

can do.” I am blessed; therefore I must be a bless-

ing. The correct question to ask is, am I a giver or a 
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keeper of the blessing of God? Have I put in all 

that I have into the system? God wants you and 

me to impact our environment positively.  

To make impact means to bring about a result. 

It means to make a strong effect or to make a dif-

ference. It means to create an impression, a con-

trol, a force or an influence. It means to make a 

mark on something, to strike with force. Beloved, 

in the life of a man there are only two kinds of im-

pact; negative and positive impact. But as a child 

of God, you are supposed to be making positive 

impact.  

Beloved, it is a tragedy if you die without mak-

ing an impact. Has anyone's life been changed be-

cause you got born again? Who has surrendered his 

life to Christ because you were born again? Are 

there lives that are holy because of you? Have you 

impacted positive things into your wife or hus-

band's life? Is your life positively or negatively af-

fecting other people's lives? Are those who are 

close to you better or worse because you are in their 

lives? Is your association with your friends making 

them better or is it making their lives worse? 

Ask yourself these questions; are the things 

you are doing productive and will they have im-

pact when you are no more? Are you involved in 
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anything that will be productive and last after you 

are dead? Will your absence in your place of work 

affect co-workers? When you die, will anybody 

apart from your family members be sorrowful? 

Are you leaving any footprint on the sands of 

time? Does your community know that you are a 

believer? Beloved, when you are gone what will be 

the impact of your existence? These are important 

questions you should ask yourself. It's been said 

“some people bring happiness wherever they go; 

some bring happiness whenever they go” and I 

think, that statement is right. Which is yours? 

God wants you to make impact. People of im-

pact are willing to do what others are not willing 

to do. People of impact are not afraid of challeng-

es. People of impact leave a legacy for others who 

will come after them. People of impact don't run 

their life making money. If you run your life mak-

ing money, then, you are not making any impact. 

The reason is that immediately you die, the money 

will be useless and those who will spend the mon-

ey are those who do not sweat with you. Money 

does not make impact. Having money is nothing; 

it is what you do with the money that counts. That 

is why your life must be spent on something of 

lasting value.  
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The Rev. Richard Newton in Expository Treas-

ury tells of a farmer who, after paying his bill to 

his rich landlord, asked to see the gold which the 

landlord kept in his vaults. The landlord obliged 

him. Whereupon the poor farmer said, “Now, my 

lord, I am as well of as you are” “How can that 

be?” the landlord asked. The farmer answered, 

“Why, sir, you never use any of that money. All 

that you do with it is to look at it. I have looked at 

it too, and I‟m just as rich as you are!” 

Brethren, you must affect others, you must 

make the world a better place. People must be-

come better by meeting you. Don't make your as-

sociation with people to be empty. You must as a 

matter of necessity, affect the lives of the people 

you meet. You must be a blessing, because you are 

created to be a blessing to the world. Your life 

must be like a big stone thrown into the pond with 

a mighty ripple effect in the water. 

The story of the rich fool in Luke 12:16-21, has 

a message for all. God was saying in effect now 

that I have removed you from the equation, whose 

will these things be? 

God must have considered that probably the 

rich fool behaved the way he did because there 

was no poor man around his vicinity. So he 
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moved to the other rich man in Luke 16:19-23. This 

time he placed the poor man at his gate and said 

let us see whether he will have pity now that the 

poor man is within his reach and sight.  But he 

chose to ignore the poor man. 

The story of Daves and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-

23 paints a very sad picture of our uncaring atti-

tude towards each other. We care less about what 

happens to others. We are more concerned about 

ourselves. Many are like Daves and that is why 

God is not committing resources unto them. James 

4:3 says “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, 

that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” Listen, the 

devil is not worried that you are blessed; he is con-

cerned that you do not become a blessing. But the 

heartbeat of God is that you become a blessing. 

To complete the trilogies, we had the story of 

the rich young ruler in Luke 18: 18-23. The story of 

the young ruler is instructive. Jesus looked at him 

with love and said unto him “make an impact.” 

“Go and sell all that you have and distribute to the poor 

and come and follow me.” Jesus challenged the man 

to come and be like him. But the man was sad and 

went away sorrowfully.  

The truth is, God wanted the three rich men to 

impact their world for good. They preferred to be 
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consumers and they lost out. You also must im-

pact your world positively with the blessing of 

God in your life. The truth again is that, you can 

do more than you are currently doing. The largest 

room in the world is the room for improvement. 

We could choose to be a thermostat to this world 

and not a mere thermometer. God has loaded you 

with so much that you cannot afford to live a life 

without impact. You are born a star and God is 

commanding you to rise and shine everywhere in 

the world. 

Brethren, it is a tragedy and a sin to die with-

out making maximum use of the deposit of God 

inside you. Where you are born does not deter-

mine your destiny. The decision to impact your 

world is yours. What happened to you does not 

matter; it is what happens in you that matters. 

Yesterday has ended and you have a future to 

pursue. Brethren, you must make an impact in the 

life of people. When the Lord calls you home, 

what will be the record of what you did when you 

were on earth? 

God wants you to be a blessing. Maybe you are 

saying; I do not have enough to feed myself or to 

pay the school fees of my children how then can I 

share with others. Listen, at any point in time, 
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whether you are rich or poor, there will always be 

needs in your life to be met and at the same time 

there will always be somebody you can be a bless-

ing to, notwithstanding your own lack.  

The story of the widow of Zarephath in 1 Kings 

17:8-15, is instructive. The woman was probably la-

menting her condition when the man of God came 

to her and said, give me water. As she was going 

for the water, he quickly said, woman, water is 

easy; add food to it. Then she burst out and be-

moaned her condition. The man of God still said; 

go and do as I have told you, because until you re-

lease that which you have, what you are looking 

for will not come your way. Listen, there is some-

thing God is looking for in you; it is not the abun-

dance but that ability, that readiness and willing-

ness to be a blessing and this is what will usher 

you into that realm of abundance. Until you give, 

the Bible says in Luke 6:38, it shall not be given to 

you. Until you sow, you cannot reap. 

In 1 John 3:16-18, the Bible says,  

“Hereby perceive we the love of God, be-
cause he laid down his life for us: and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
But whoso hath this world good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his 
bowels of compassion from him, how 
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dwelleth the love of God in him? My little 
children, let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in deed and in truth.” 

(1 John 3:16-18) 

Cornelius in Acts of the Apostles chapter 10 

was a man of impact. He did not just pray; he gave 

alms of what he has. He impacted his environment 

and God took notice. Dorcas, in Acts 9:36-43, was 

a woman of impact. The widows gathered round 

Apostle Peter when she died before her time, 

showing off what she did when she was alive. 

What can people say or show others about your 

life? 

Elementary physics taught us that the impact 

of light on materials, when they are exposed to it, 

give them their distinctiveness. When a material 

absorbs the light, it is called an opaque material. 

When the material merely allows the light to pass 

through, it is a transparent material. But when the 

material reflects the light to various other surfaces, 

it is called a reflective material. A reflective materi-

al distributes the light it has received as if it were 

the source of the light. The right question to ask 

again is this, what is the impact of the light of God 

that has fallen upon you since you gave your life 

to Christ? Are you a reflector or an absorber of the 
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goodness of the Lord? God wants you to reflect 

His image here on earth. But the choice is yours. 

Will you stand up and be counted a blessing? 
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THE PARADOX 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T he question why those who do not fear God 

prosper is timeless? In Jeremiah 12:1-2, the Bi-

ble says,  

“RIGTHEOUS ART thou, O LORD, when I 
plead with thee: yet let me talk with thee of 
thy judgments; Wherefore doth the way of 
the wicked prosper? Wherefore are all they 
happy that deal treacherously?  Thou hast 
planted them, yea, they have taken root: 
they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou 
art near in their mouth, and far from their 
reins.”  

(Jeremiah 12:1-2) 

Job also wanted to know when he asked the 

following: 

“Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, 
yea, are mighty in power? Their seed is es-
tablished in their sight with them, and their 
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offspring before their eyes. Their houses are 
safe from fear, neither is the rod of God up-
on them. Their bull gendereth, and faileth 
not; their cow calveth, and casteth not her 
calf. They send forth their little ones like a 
flock, and their children dance. They take 
the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the 
sound of the organ. They spend their days in 
wealth, and in a moment go down to the 
grave.” 

(Job 21:7-14) 

The wisest king stated it as a paradox. He said 

in Ecclesiastes 10:5-7,  

“There is an evil which I have seen under the 
sun, as an error which proceedeth from the 
ruler: Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich 
sit in low place. I have seen servants upon 
horses, and the princes walking as servants 
upon the earth.”  

(Ecclesiastes 10:5-7) 

It remains a paradox to us till date. Why 

should the reverse not be the case? Job said, “The 

tabernacles of robbers prosper, and they that provoke 

God are secure; into whose hand God bringeth abun-

dantly.” Why ungodly men prosper in the world 

we do not understand. Why those who should be 

behind bars rule over our heads we do not know. 

They escape the justice system with ease. They 

could afford to buy up the police and the corrupt 
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judges are ever in support of their cause. Our pris-

on walls are too small to hold them. They rule and 

reign in the land where they ought to be servants. 

This is a conundrum. Somebody must have the an-

swer. The Psalmist went further. He said in Psalm 

73:2-9, 

“But as for me, my feet were almost gone; 
my steps had well nigh slipped. For I was en-
vious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperi-
ty of the wicked. For there are no bands in 
their death: but their strength is firm. They 
are not in trouble as other men; neither are 
they plagued like other men. Therefore pride 
compasseth them about as a chain; violence 
covereth them as a garment. Their eyes 
stand out with fatness: they have more than 
heart could wish. They are corrupt, and 
speak wickedly concerning oppression: they 
speak loftily. They set their mouth against 
the heavens, and their tongue walketh 
through the earth.” 

(Psalm 73:2-9) 

He continued the lamentation in verse 12-17, 

“Behold these are the ungodly, who prosper 
in the world; they increase in riches. Verily I 
have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed 
my hands in innocency. For all the day long 
have I been plagued, and chastened every 
morning… When I thought to know this, it 
was too painful for me; Until I went into the 
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sanctuary of God; then understood I their 
end.” 

(Psalm 73:12-17) 

What does this mean? What actually is the end 

of those who accumulate wealth at the expense of 

their souls? The Psalmist said in verse 18-20 

“Surely thou didst set them in slippery plac-
es: thou castedst them down into destruc-
tion. How are they brought into desolation, 
as in a moment! They are utterly consumed 
with terrors. As a dream when one awaketh; 
so, O Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt 
despise their image.”  

(Psalm 73:18-20) 

Job also asked; 

“Knowest thou not this of old, since man 
was placed upon earth, that the triumphing 
of the wicked is short, and the joy of the 
hypocrite but for a moment? Though his ex-
cellency mount up to the heavens, and his 
head reach unto the clouds; yet he shall per-
ish for ever like his own dung: they which 
have seen him shall say, where is he? He 
shall fly away as a dream, and shall not be 
found: yea, he shall be chased away as a vi-
sion of the night. The eye also which saw 
him shall see him no more; neither shall his 
place any more behold him.” 

(Job 20:4-8) 
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Many like the Psalmist are confused about this 

state of affairs and like David said 'until we go in-

to the sanctuary of the Lord' we are bereft of wis-

dom.  

Job further gave an answer as to why the wick-

ed prosper. He said,  

“Have ye not asked them that go by the 
way? And do ye not know their tokens, that 
the wicked is reserved to the day of destruc-
tion? They shall be brought forth to the day 
of wrath. Who shall declare his way to his 
face? And who shall repay him what he hath 
done? Yet shall he be brought to the grave, 
and shall remain in the tomb.” 

(Job 21:29-30) 

We lack understanding of the ways of God. He 

said it, but we forgot. In Isaiah 55: 8-9, God said, 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 

your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heav-

ens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 

than your ways, and my thoughts higher than your 

thoughts.” We would rather have preferred that 

they who serve God be wealthy and comfortable. 

That godliness should mean gain. But God knows 

better. He knows what danger stupendous wealth 

posed to our walk with Him. 

The unbelievers prosper because they care not 
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for the presence of God in their life. Eliphaz the 

Temanite said,  

“Hast thou marked the old way which wick-
ed men have trodden? Which were cut 
down out of time, whose foundation was 
overflown with a flood: which said unto God, 
Depart from us: and what can the almighty 
do for them? Yet he filled their houses with 
good things; but the counsel of the wicked is 
far from me.” 

(Job 22:15-18) 

Prosperity that will rob us of the presence of 

God is not to be desired as a child of God. It is 

meet to ponder the word of the Psalmist in Psalm 

92:5-7. He said,  

“O LORD, how great are thy works! And thy 
thoughts are very deep. A brutish man 
knoweth not; neither doth a fool understand 
this. When the wicked spring as the grass, 
and when the workers of iniquity do flourish; 
it is that they shall be destroyed for ever.” 

(Psalm 92:5-7) 

In Matthew 4, we were treated to a narrative of 

the temptations that came the way of our Lord Je-

sus Christ. The devil told him in a private conver-

sation “if only you will bow down to me I would give 

you the glory of this world.” This assertion by the 

devil clearly demonstrates his hold upon the glory 
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and the riches of this world. All that the devil 

wants are people who will bow down to him and 

worship him just for the sake of acquiring the glo-

ry and the wealth of this present world. He has 

however, gone a step further in his demand. He 

now requires men (including women) to demon-

strate their unalloyed loyalty to him through the 

commission of heinous crime that will make them 

to be odious in the sight of God. To all intents and 

purposes, there is no linkage between the blood of 

a man, his private organs or the smashing of a day

-old baby with pestle in a mortar and wealth ac-

quisition. The devil, however require this of man, 

so that their hatred of God could be shown be-

yond all reasonable doubt. This is the counsel of 

Ahitophel, which he gave to Absalom when he 

staged a rebellion against David, his father. He 

counseled Absalom as follows: 

“And Ahitophel said unto Absalom, Go into 
thy father's concubines, which he hath left 
to keep the house; and all Israel shall hear 
that thou art abhorred of thy father: then 
shall the hands of all that are with thee be 
strong. So they spread Absalom a tent upon 
the top of the house; and Absalom went in 
unto his father's concubines in the sight of 
all Israel.” 

(2 Samuel 16:21-22) 
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Just as Ahitophel said, the main purpose of 

asking Absalom to sleep with the concubines of 

his father, in the sight of all Israel, was to make it 

clear to all and sundry that Absalom has elected 

irrevocably to part ways in absolute terms with his 

father and was ready to mount the throne. Anyone 

therefore capable of demonstrating uncommon ha-

tred of God for the purpose of wealth acquisition 

is a sure candidate for the blessing of the devil. It 

must be noted, however, that such blessings al-

ways have added to it uncommon sorrow; some-

time it is accompanied with premature and violent 

death or covenant that prohibits the enjoyment of 

God-given liberty. Some in their vain imaginations 

will thereafter seek to serve God by building 

churches and giving money to ministers of God or 

even dedicate their ill-gotten wealth to some pious 

deeds in order to appease God and obliterate their 

sins. Men in their wisdom are deceived into ac-

cepting the philosophy that they could sin deliber-

ately and without repenting of their sin, turn to 

God, in order to enjoy the fruit of their iniquitous 

behaviour. 

It should be noted that for our giving to be 

meaningful and acceptable to God, the foundation 

must be firm and laid correctly. If you steal or kill 
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to get rich and then embark on alms giving, it is 

not acceptable. What you are to do is restitution 

and not gift. You can only be generous after you 

are just. If the source is not right, no amount of 

giving will confer legality on illegality. If Christ 

told those who cast out demons in His name that 

he never knew them because they were workers of 

iniquity, do we suppose those who accumulate 

wealth in an ungodly manner and spend same in 

building churches and paying ministers of God or 

making their lives comfortable would fare better? 

Many are prospering materially, but starving 

spiritually. There is a lesson here for people today, 

Jesus asked “what shall it profit a man if he gains the 

whole world, and loses his soul” (Mark 8:36). The 

problem is not gaining the world, but doing so at 

the cost of one's soul. That is too big a price to pay. 

It is possible to be materially wealthy but spiritual-

ly bankrupt. Possessions and prosperity by them-

selves are ultimately empty and unsatisfying. Un-

less a person's soul is alive and well, life is spiritu-

al poverty, no matter how well off that person 

may be. 

Prophet Isaiah said,  

“Woe unto them that join house to house, 
that lay field to field, till there be no place, 
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that they may be placed alone in the midst 
of the earth! In mine ears said the LORD of 
hosts, of a truth many houses shall be deso-
late, even great and fair, without inhabitant.” 

(Isaiah 5:8-9) 

Just like in our own days, the people in the 

days of Isaiah were accumulating houses and 

land, but losing their ethical integrity. Many resort 

to unethical practices to increase their gains.  

The love of money is truly the metropolis of all 

evil.  Anyone who is in doubt of the whiff of mon-

ey, of the deceitfulness of riches and the damaging 

effect of prosperity on our walk with God should: 

 Ask Jeshurun who waxed fat and kicked 

against God. “But Jeshurun (Israel) waxed fat and 

kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, 

thou art covered with fatness, then he forsook God 

which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of 

his salvation” (Deuteronomy 32:15-19). Without 

doubt, riches foster rebellion. 

 Ask Judas who betrayed the Master for thirty 

pieces of silver. 

 Ask Demas who forsook Paul because he loved 

the present evil world. 

 Ask Solomon who was rich and became lustful 

and his many wives turned his heart away 
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from God. 

 Ask Balaam who despite hearing God persists 

in his pernicious way because of the promise 

of riches by a pagan king. Of his doctrine, the 

Bible warned believers to refrain from in Reve-

lation 2:14. The whiff of money provided the 

necessary impetus for him to teach “Balak to 

cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel, 

to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit 

fornication.” 

 Ask Gehazi who inherited leprosy because he 

coveted the riches of Naaman. Unbridled 

search for wealth brings sorrow.  

 Ask Achan who brought shame and defeat on 

Israel by taking the accursed things and per-

ished in the process. 

 Ask the Rich fool whose land brought forth 

abundantly. He said now is the time to start 

eating, drinking and being merry. But the 

kingdom of God is not eating and drinking 

and being merry. Riches could lead to idolatry.  

 Ask Ananias and Sapphira who lost their lives 

because the love of money was irresistible in 

Acts 5. The love of money could lead to un-

faithfulness, dishonesty and unfruitfulness. 
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 Ask the Rich Ruler in Luke 18:18-30 who went 

away sorrowfully when asked to share his 

wealth with the poor. The love of money could 

lead to the worship of mammon. 

Money has put human beings into the battle 

that has no end. Money has been the subject of 

pursuit since man came into the world. Money has 

turned itself into the greatest idol. Majority have 

been captured in the school of money worship-

pers.  Many have gone to places they should not 

have gone to. Many have gone to prison because 

of money. Many have eating and swallowed what 

they should not because of money. Many people 

are suffering in a strange land because of money. 

Money is a deceiver. It will give sickness nobody 

can remove. Money is a confusionist, because 

those who don't have it think they are in trouble, 

those who have it know they are in trouble. Mon-

ey has deceived many girls into wasting their vir-

ginity and wasting their virtues. Money has made 

people to suck blood in strange places. Money has 

changed the vision of so many great men of God. 

Money has turned many innocent souls into 

grave yard. Money has turned many women to 

widows and children into orphans. There is a spir-

it known as mammon. No wonder those who nev-
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er receive deliverance from the hands of mam-

mon, cannot really give to God. Those in the grip 

of the power of mammon think when they lose 

money, they have lost human beings. Money has a 

caging influence, a dominating evil power and a 

destructive hand. You need to understand, your 

life is more than money. You met money in this 

world and one day you will leave it behind. Mon-

ey should not dispatch you out of this world be-

fore your time.  

In  1Timothy 6:10, the Bible says, “For we 

brought nothing into this world and it is certain we can 

carry nothing out.” As a Christian, money is made 

for you; you are not made for money. It is sad to 

know that money is gradually destroying the call-

ing of many men of God and it has destroyed the 

destiny of many people. For example, how can 

someone kill his wife because of money; how can 

someone kill his mother because of money. How 

can someone allow money to put him in direct 

confrontation with his own destiny? Money has 

destroyed the destiny of many in this world and is 

still destroying countless number of people.  

Whatever you do to acquire money, you and 

your generation will suffer for it. Christians don't 

do wrong things to get money. Quick money is 
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quick death. As a Christian you are supposed to 

be hard working. Money is strong and deceitful; it 

control fools and make them do all kind of evil. 

To protect their wealth and position many 

have resorted to occultism. They joined them-

selves to others in secret and exclusive societies 

looking for help. The love of money has led them 

away from the true source of all that is good and 

perfect. They shunned the Light and embraced 

darkness. They all assumed, albeit wrongly, that 

the life of a man consisted in the abundance of his 

possessions. That it is possible to serve God and 

mammon. The deceitfulness of riches misled them. 

They did not know at what they stumbled on until 

they found themselves in the pit. And it was a 

very deep pit. To the righteous, the word of God is 

bold and clear:  

“Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be 
thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long. 
For surely there is an end; and thine expec-
tation shall not be cut off.”  

(Proverbs 23:17-18) 

Our destination is not the same, therefore, do 

not envy those who accumulate wealth without 

God but remain in the fear of the Lord always. Let 

us hear the conclusion of the whole matter from 
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the Psalmist. He said, 

“Be not afraid when one is made rich, when 
the glory of his house is increased; For when 
he dieth he shall carry nothing away: his glo-
ry shall not descend after him. Though while 
he lived he blessed his soul: and men will 
praise thee, when thou doest well to thyself. 
He shall go to the generation of his fathers; 
they shall never see light. Man that is in hon-
our, and understandeth not, is like the 
beasts that perish.”  

(Psalm 49:16-20) 
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THE TASK AHEAD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T he battle is raging. It is fierce. And it will not 

be won by the possessor of the largest re-

sources i.e. cars, houses, money etc. It is a battle to 

be fought without any of the known weapons in 

human armoury. Even the wisdom of men would 

fail them, “for the weapons of our warfare are not car-

nal but mighty through God to the pulling down of 

strongholds, casting down imaginations and everything 

that exalt itself against the knowledge of Christ” (2 Co-

rinthians 10:4-6).  

The weapons that we are to put on must be 

mighty through God, not man or his wealth. The 

weapons that are mighty through God are only 

available to the believers alone. Any other re-

source that God has released and made possible 
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for all to enjoy (believers and unbelievers alike) is 

a non-issue and would not prevail. Money is not 

the exclusive preserve of the Christians. Unbeliev-

ers control enormous resources beyond imagina-

tion. The richest men in the world are not without 

question, Christians. To rely on this as a veritable 

weapon would be to lose the battle before it even 

commences. God gives wealth to robbers. He en-

sures that they are well catered for and fed. “Their 

eyes stand out with fatness: they have more than heart 

could wish” (Psalm 73:7). 

It's been said that since the devil used large 

sum of money to fund a lie (Matthew 28:11-14), 

larger sum of money must therefore also be used 

to fund the truth. It must be noted that money is 

an arm of the flesh and as a weapon it cannot 

prosper. To rely on this, is to be committed to a 

certain defeat. Every human effort other than the 

cross always has and will fail. No effort of man 

has ever solved the world's problems of sin and 

evil, disease and suffering, selfishness and greed, 

death and judgment. We cannot seek repose on 

the bed of riches. Help must come and it will 

come. We must hold on to the fort, and must not 

waver. It is worthless to compromise. It is useless 

to seek to fight the enemy on an equal footing. The 
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Apostles did not rely on this weapon. Jesus did 

not recommend it. He rejected it when it was pro-

posed to him by the devil. We do well to rely on 

the everlasting arm.  

Moses could have used his position and the 

treasures of Egypt to secure the release of the chil-

dren of Israel but the Bible said,  

“By faith Moses, when he was come to 
years, refused to be called the son of Phar-
aoh's daughter; choosing rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to en-
joy the pleasures of sin for a season; es-
teeming the reproach of Christ greater rich-
es than the treasures of Egypt: for he had re-
spect unto the recompense of the reward.”  

(Hebrews 11:24-26) 

When he encountered God at Mount Horeb, he 

was not given large sum of money to secure the 

release of the children of Israel from captivity; he 

received only a rod. Doesn't money answereth all 

things anymore? 

Simon offered the disciples money to purchase 

the gift of God.  

“And when Simon saw that through laying 
on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost 
was given, he offered them money. Saying, 
Give me also this power, that on whomsoev-
er I lay hands, he may receive the Holy 
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Ghost. But Peter said unto him, Thy money 
perish with thee, because thou hast thought 
that the gift of God may be purchased with 
money.” 

(Acts 8:18-20) 

Simon made a very simple request; but one 

that is beyond the reach and power of money. 

Money cannot buy the gift of God. This reveals the 

limit of money; it can only buy things that are visi-

ble. It is not useful when invisible things are want-

ed. Simon wanted the invisible; he wanted the 

power of the Holy Ghost and all he offered was 

money. The Apostle did not mince their words, 

they said unto him; your money perishes with 

you, for thou thought the gift of God could be ob-

tained with money. Money has met its match. It is 

valueless when the most valuable things are need-

ed; the gift of God. There is nothing in heaven that 

the money here on earth can purchase. How use-

less! 

When Jacob set out to encounter his estranged 

brother, Esau, on his homeward journey, the Bible 

made it clear that Jacob expected money to answer 

all things. He therefore sent present ahead of him 

to Esau. “For he said, I will appease him with the pre-

sent that goeth before me, and afterward I will see his 

face; peradventure he will accept of me” (Genesis 
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32:20). Jacob tried all manners of subterfuge to 

pacify his angry brother but Esau discountenanced 

all the gifts. It was not until Jacob met with God 

that the anger of Esau mysteriously melted and he 

became a jolly good friend, weeping for his lost 

brother like a baby. The errors of Jacob were for-

gotten, all because God intervened. His money 

failed him when it mattered most. Yes, “the gift of 

a man maketh room for him”, but truly “Riches 

profiteth not in the day of wrath; but righteousness de-

livereth from death” (Proverbs 11:4). Esau disregard-

ed all the gifts but could not resist the God of Ja-

cob.    

Wealth actually is a double-edged sword, ef-

fective in the hands of the enemy, alluring to the 

pastors, irresistible to the laity. Our standing in 

Christ is immaterial except we fortify ourselves 

against this onslaught from the hordes of dark-

ness. Pastor steals unabashedly. Ushers put their 

hands in the till. They buy cars and houses with 

stolen wealth. How far can we go running with 

the hares and hunting with the hunter? Our em-

phasis on wealth is misplaced. It is not our weap-

on. It should be de-emphasized. Let God give as 

He wills but let us march on with the armour of 

truth and godliness.  If gaining heaven is every-
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thing, nothing more is precious beyond a beautiful 

welcome at the pearl gate at the end of the jour-

ney, not even a fat bank account. If, however, 

wealth is gained and heaven is lost, we are of all 

men most miserable. “For what shall it profit a man 

if he gains the whole world and loses his soul” (Mark 

8:36). Many people assume that their theology of 

material prosperity alone represents the life of the 

Spirit, the normal life of the Christian. They are to-

tally mistaken about the radiant presence of the 

One Who “though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 

became poor…” (2 Corinthians 8:9).  

The people of the world are obsessed with 

making money; the Church is also obsessed with 

money making: where do we draw the line? Many 

are making it (money) but they are not making 

heaven. We are quick to quote 2 Corinthians 8:9, 

which says “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 

became poor, that ye through his poverty might become 

rich” The question is, rich in what? What is the na-

ture of the riches bequeathed to us by Christ? For 

it is what you have that you give. You cannot give 

that which you did not possess. Were the apostles 

talking about physical riches or spiritual riches? 

Were they talking about the wealth that could be 
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seen? Remember the Bible said “Eye hath not seen, 

ears have not heard, neither has it entered into the heart 

of men what God hath prepared for them that loves 

him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). 

How can it be that the “poor to riches” concept 

that the Bible spoke about in 2 Corinthians 8:9 re-

fers to the wealth of this world? Was Paul referring 

to that which could be seen or was he referring to 

the unseen treasure of the Kingdom? If Christ came 

to make us rich in the physical sense why did He 

say the life of a man does not consist in the abun-

dance of his possessions? How come he charged 

the rich ruler to empty himself of the riches of the 

world and distribute to the poor and come to fol-

low him so that he could have treasure in heaven? 

Could the treasure referred to in 2 Corinthians 8:9 

mean the riches of this world, when John told us 

not to love this world? (1 John 2:15-17). 

The message of prosperity is not the message of 

the cross. Tell me, who in his right mind would re-

ject prosperity? Apostle Paul was not stoned by the 

Ephesus because he told them how to become rich. 

The martyrs of old were not tied to the stakes and 

burnt alive because they preached the message of 

prosperity to the people. Whether believers or un-

believers, who will not want to be a millionaire in 
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Naira or Dollar or Pound Sterling? If this is what 

Christ came to die on the cross for then he needed 

not to have died. This is because we have erudite 

scholars on business management who can com-

municate effectively on the lifestyle of the „Richest 

men in Babylon‟ and on „How to retire young and 

retire rich‟. The ABC of investment has been 

known for ages, for every generation has produced 

its own Rockefeller, Forbes and Bill Gates. The 

message of the cross is about the kingdom of God, 

not of men, for though we be in this world, Christ 

said “we are not of this world” (John 17:16).  

The message of the cross is about the right-

eousness of God being brought to bear in the af-

fairs of men. In very clear terms Jesus said, “But 

seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness 

and every other thing shall be added unto you” (John 

6:33). Believers are told not to fret about their 

needs like the heathen “for your heavenly Father 

knoweth that ye have need of all these 

things” (Matthew 6:32). We should hold night vig-

ils, not on account of prosperity but for the sake of 

the kingdom of God that is suffering violence; vio-

lence from the predators that are fast turning the 

grace of our God into lasciviousness. Men whose 

God is their belly, who love earthly things and 
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would readily sacrifice godly principles on the al-

tar of prosperity. If prosperity is the message of 

the cross, then the offence of the cross is ended. 

For no one in his right mind will object to the be-

nevolence of the highest relating to the increase of 

his bounty and welfare. 

The lifestyle of the Apostles belies the current 

interpretations foisted on this verse of the scrip-

tures. The Apostles labour with their hands, to 

meet their needs. The Apostles were not recorded 

to be extremely wealthy in physical terms though 

they penned down these words for our edification. 

The riches bequeathed to us by Christ surpass the 

wealth and glory of this world. The claim that 

money is the vehicle for spread of the gospel is not 

true. God's anointing is the vehicle for the spread 

of the gospel. God, not money, saves soul. He 

alone provides the anointing that breaks the bond-

age and translates from darkness to light. God, not 

money, is the answer for all things. The story of 

the man at the Beautiful gate attests to this. 

“And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with 
John, said, Look on us. And he gave heed un-
to them, expecting to receive something of 
them. Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I 
none; but such as I have give I thee: In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and 
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walk. And he took him by the right hand, and 
lifted him up: and immediately his feet and 
ankle bones received strength. And he leap-
ing up stood, and walked, and entered with 
them into the temple, walking and leaping, 
and praising God. And all the people saw him 
walking and praising God: and they knew 
that it was he which sat for alms at the Beau-
tiful gate of the temple: and they were filled 
with wonder and amazement at that which 
had happened unto him.”  

(Acts 3:4-10) 

What generated amazement was not money 

(which the Apostles did not have) but the anoint-

ing of God, which brought joy to a crippled man. 

For those who claimed the riches of the gentiles 

have been given to them and have turned upside 

down the scripture which says, “But ye shall be 

named the Priests of the LORD: men shall call you the 

ministers of our God: ye shall eat the riches of the gen-

tiles, and in their glory shall ye boast your-

selves” (Isaiah 61:6). I commend the words of 

Apostle Paul in Acts 20:32-35: 

“And now brethren, I commend you to God, 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified. I have 
coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. 
Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands 
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have ministered unto my necessities, and to 
them that were with me. I have shewed you 
all things, how that so labouring ye ought to 
support the weak, and to remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” 

(Acts 20:32-35) 

Paul laboured to support the weak. He was the 

apostle of the gentiles, yet he laboured to give to 

those who are weak. He said he did not covet their 

gold or silver. He wanted them, not theirs. This is 

against the modern day preaching of “claim it and 

receive it.” In the Bible, it was recorded that a man 

has so much money that he actually kept a Levite 

in his house to do his biddings. Today, many rich 

men have on their payroll men of God who at the 

snap of their fingers, must come running to offer 

divination. The Balam and Balak experience is 

nothing to them. Balak was direct. He told Balam 

if you do not do my biddings, your God does not 

want you to be rich and honoured. What a shame! 

Thank God for the likes of Elisha. The wealth of 

Naaman would not persuade them so much as to 

have audience with him who will not first bow 

down to the Almighty God. Prophet Micah was 

right “the prophet divine for money” (Micah 3:11). 

Thank God for Daniel who gave a good testi-
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mony before a pagan king. He said “Let thy gifts be 

for thyself and give thy rewards to another; yet I will 

read the writing unto the king, and make known to him 

the interpretation” (Daniel 5:17). Elisha gave a good 

account of his stewardship. Naaman, the leper, 

implored him, “...now therefore, I pray thee, take a 

blessing of thy servant. But he said, As the LORD 

liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he 

urged him to take it; but he refused” (2 Kings 5:15-16). 

Our prayer “warriors” and “pastors” now con-

duct private night vigils in the homes of the well-

to-do member of the society. It does not matter to 

them that this same people are members of secret 

societies, adulterers or fraudsters, once they are as-

sured of a handsome reward after. Some pastors 

are even on the payroll of the rich and they queue 

up to collect their pay at the end of each month. 

The gospel must pay them or they will pay them-

selves. Money has taken the front burner and the 

gospel of Christ must be commercialised! It must 

be made more attractive to the rich, the high and 

mighty in the society, for the riches of the gentiles 

must be transferred to the believers by whatever 

or whoever. The end must justify the means or 

should it not? Elisha's query remains eternally rel-

evant, “Is it a time to receive money, and to receive 
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garments, and oliveyards, and sheep, and oxen, and 

menservants, and maidservants?” (2 Kings 5:26). 

Anointing is not a meal ticket. It is a tool for his 

work. When it is commercialised to meet the needs 

of the carrier, it has become corrupted and the 

anointed becomes a yesterday's man only waiting 

to expire. When Saul was rejected, he remained on 

the throne, yet, for several years but he was there 

only on his own terms. He was now running his 

own errands, no more at the behest of God. A sub-

stitute was to emerge shortly. For every anointed 

man, who chooses to use the anointing of God for 

selfish purposes, there is a substitute in prepara-

tion. Many who have corrupted the anointing of 

God on their lives have become yesterday's men. 

They are still parading the scene but as expired 

product only for the period earmarked for the 

preparation and emergence of the substitute. This 

period of preparation and emergence of the substi-

tute is the period of grace many of the rejected 

prodigal sons misinterpret to be the continuous ap-

proval of God of their lifestyle. Finally, at the ap-

pointed time, the substitute appeared and the re-

jected faded away. It is a well worn path that many 

have trodden to their destruction. When we misuse 

the anointing of God to serve our stomach, we be-
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come rejects in the presence of God and ready to 

fade away. Could this be what our Lord Jesus 

Christ meant with these words? 

“Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in thy name? and in 
thy name have we not cast out devils? and in 
thy name done many wonderful works? And 
then will I profess unto them, I never knew 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 

(Matthew 7:22-23) 

It appears prosperity is a very wrong index to 

certify God's approval of a man. That you are rich is 

not a certification that you are approved of God. 

That I spent the resources of God for the work of 

God is not a guarantee that I will see the Lord. You 

must add something to your prosperity. You must 

add holiness without which no man shall see the 

Lord (Hebrews 12:14). A clean heart and clean hands 

are required by the Lord (Psalm 15 and Psalm 24). 

Riches have a tendency to deaden our sensitivity to 

God. The riches we accumulate weaken our relation-

ship with God, except when sought in accordance 

with the due order and deployed in accordance with 

the mandate of God. There appears to be an inverse 

relationship between wealth accumulation and de-

pendency on God. The accumulation of money is a 

major deterrent to a humble spirit. The tendency is 
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to desire to be served rather than to serve. This is the 

danger of prosperity. 

Without doubt, wealth represents a present 

danger to our walk with God. Jesus was consistent 

in his evaluation of the place of wealth in the life 

of men. “And he said unto them, Take heed and beware 

of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the 

abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 

12:15). Why did he say this? I thought he came so 

that through his poverty we might become rich. I 

think I knew why the Master made this timeless 

and seminal statement. He knew that all that you 

could possibly purchase with the wealth of the 

world is the bread offered by the world. You can-

not redeem your soul with the riches of the entire 

world. The Bible says,  

“They that trust in their wealth, and boast 
themselves in the multitude of their riches; 
None of them can by any means redeem his 
brother, nor give to God a ransom for him: 
(For the redemption of their soul is precious, 
and it ceaseth for ever:) That he should still 
live forever, and not see corruption. For he 
seeth that wise men die, likewise the fool 
and the brutish person perish, and leave 
their wealth to others. Their inward thought 
is, that their houses shall continue for ever, 
and their dwelling places to all generations; 
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they call their lands after their own names. 
Nevertheless man being in honour abideth 
not: he is like the beasts that perish.”  

(Psalm 49:6-12) 

He once said it that “Man shall not live by bread 

alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the 

mouth of God” (Mathew 4:4). Again, He said, 

“Labour not for the bread that perisheth” (John 6:55).  

In fact, we were told we should “not labour to be 

rich” (Proverbs 23:4). If these admonitions are con-

tained in the scriptures, we do well to pay more 

than the usual attention to them. We ignore them 

only at our own peril. The disciples were con-

scious of the damaging effect riches could bring to 

a Christian in his walk with God. James said,  

“Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for 
your miseries that shall come upon you. Your 
riches are corrupted, and your garments are 
moth eaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; 
and the rust of them shall be a witness 
against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were 
fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the 
last days… ye have lived in pleasure on the 
earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished 
your hearts as in a day of slaughter.”  

(James 5:1-3,5) 

In Matthew 27:3-5, we found somebody who 

pursued money. Let us see what happened at the 
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end of the day.  

“Then Judas, which betrayed him, when he 
saw that he was condemned, repented him-
self, and brought again the thirty pieces of 
silver to the chief priest and elders, saying, “I 
have sinned in that I have betrayed innocent 
blood. And they said, what is that to us? See 
thou to that. And he cast down the pieces of 
silver in the temple, and departed, and went 
and hanged himself.”  

(Matthew 27:3-5) 

The money was useless to him now. He dis-

covered it too late.  

The Bible says those who make haste to be rich 

shall not be innocent (Proverbs 28:20). Money has 

deceived kings. It has destroyed nations. Money 

has destroyed friends and relatives. It has removed 

trust from many lives. Money has sent millions to 

hell fire. It has removed shame from the world. So 

the bottom line is this, money that does not come 

from God is not a blessing. There is a spiritual force 

behind money. No wonder the Bible says “the love 

of money is the root of all evil.” Money has a voice. 

To listen to his voice is to marry a cobra. 

As a believer, your key passage is Romans 12:1

-2, which says, 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
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mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and ac-
ceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 

(Romans 12:1-2) 

Your consecration to the Lord determines the 

kind of Christian you are. When you are already a 

sacrifice on the altar of God, your possession is al-

so on the altar. The problem of many is that they 

have not given themselves completely on the altar 

of sacrifice. When you give your all on the altar, 

your talent, your money, your gift becomes availa-

ble for his use. Once you are on the altar then eve-

rything is given. The truth is if we are not a sacri-

fice; if we have not laid all on the altar of sacrifice, 

we cannot release all to the Lord. We cannot sacri-

fice money if we, ourselves, are not a sacrifice. We 

need courage these days to sing that sublime 

hymn passed unto us by the saints of yester years:  

Take my silver and my gold; 

Not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect and use 

Every power as Thou shalt choose. 
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T wo things are essential in wealth acquisition. 

The due order is one. Unless we follow the 

due order, we miss the essence of riches from God 

and project the prodigal son‟s attitude to wealth. 

To pursue the kingdom of God and his righteous-

ness before all other things is a function of the con-

dition of the heart. The second is the true purpose 

of riches: to bless others. God told Abraham in 

Genesis 22:17-18, 

“That in blessing I will bless thee, and in 
multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the 
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is 
upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall pos-
sess the gate of his enemies; And in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 
because thou hast obeyed my voice.”  

(Genesis 22:17-18) 
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It seems God wanted to bless the nations of the 

earth and he needed a man as the channel. How 

unthinkable it would be for Abraham to presume 

that the wealth was for himself and his family 

alone. It is for the nations of the earth. Being able 

to release the blessing of God to others is also a 

condition of the heart. When you pursue riches 

contrary to the due order you cannot fulfill the 

true purpose for which wealth was designed for. It 

therefore appears that central to the choice of God 

in blessing people is their heart condition. 

Many of God's children are wallowing in pov-

erty not because God is broke but because they are 

not ready to receive the abundance promised by 

God. God loves His children so much that He will 

not give unto them what they cannot bear. Re-

member Jesus said unto the disciples in John 16:12 

“I have yet many things to say unto you but you can-

not bear them now.” Until we are able to receive the 

prosperity of God along with the mandate, we do 

not receive it less that which is meant to be a bless-

ing becomes a curse.  

God is not against prosperity. God calls each of 

us to a radical lifestyle of total commitment to Him, 

but rarely does the Lord call us to voluntary pov-

erty. The possession or absence of material things is 
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not the issue when you decide to serve Christ, but 

your attitude about them is. God said, I desire com-

passion, and not a sacrifice (Matthew12: 7).  

The scriptures give evidence that one of God's 

blessings to those who love and obey Him is pros-

perity. The Bible says, “If ye are willing and obedient, 

you will eat the best from the land” (Isaiah 1:19 NIV). 

By listening to God's teachings, we gain both emo-

tional and physical security, which leave us free to 

live a happy and prosperous life (Psalm 128:1-2). It 

is nothing with our God to traverse the obstacles 

erected by men or the devil, in order for his chil-

dren to have their possessions but God is anxious 

that His children do not turn to folly and conduct 

themselves like people of the world and ruin their 

eternal destiny.  

The system of men is detestable but it does not 

stop God from making ways for His own, when 

necessary. The question however is, when will it 

be necessary for God to do so? Only when His 

children have demonstrated unalloyed loyalty and 

faithfulness, to stick like a leach to God and hon-

our Him in all things, riches notwithstanding. This 

also implies their readiness to let go of worldly 

things, where it conflicts with the principles of 

God or where God is not honoured. Money takes 
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to hell when it is elevated and competes with the 

love for God in our hearts. When our love for 

money competes with the attention we should 

give to God, the love of money has become the 

root of all evil. When godly principles are readily 

sacrificed because money is involved, the love of 

the Father is sneered at and demoted.  

As stated by William Barclay, in The Letters to 

Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, p.152,  

“Money in itself is neither good nor bad; it 

is simply dangerous in that the love of it 

may become bad. With money a man can 

do much good; and with money he can do 

much evil. With money a man can selfishly 

serve his own desires; and with money he 

can generously answer to the cry of his 

neighbour's need. With money a man can 

buy his way to the forbidden things and fa-

cilitate the path of wrong doing; and with 

money he can make it easier for someone 

else to live as God meant him to live. Mon-

ey is not an evil, but it is a great responsi-

bility.”  

The Bible teaches that we should help fellow 

Christian in need and also show hospitality to 

strangers. Thus, every member of any local church 



Prosperity 137 

should be able to look to the fellowship they at-

tend as an extension of God's provision (James 

2:15-16). 

The implication of wealth in this world goes 

deeper than many are prepared to admit. The 

main purpose of God-given wealth to people is for 

them to be a blessing, not the sole consumer. 

Many live in 50-bedroom mansion with many ex-

otic automobiles in the park. You are a consumer, 

a container, a robber and not a blessing. Solomon 

realised the purpose of God-given wealth. He said,  

“Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: 
the king himself is served by the field. He 
that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with 
silver; nor he that loveth abundance with in-
crease: this is also vanity. When goods in-
crease, they are increased that eat them: 
and what good is there to the owners there-
of, saving the beholding of them with their 
eyes?”  

(Ecclesiastes 5:10-11) 

The rich need to ask themselves over and over 

again the question, why am I blessed? Is it for con-

sumption or for distribution? Sometimes the good 

things given to you might not be because of you, 

but because of a near kinsman who you are to ca-

ter for. For every Lazarus, God has provided a 
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Daves, a rich man, to minister to his needs. If in-

stead of meeting needs you set up an agenda for 

the flesh, to eat, to drink and be merry, be careful 

for the giver may withdraw not just the goodies 

but your life. Remember the rich fool. God has 

blessed us with all the resources to meet our daily 

needs and a surplus to meet the basic needs of 

some other people. The rich and the poor have a 

common bond, the Lord is the maker of them all 

(Proverbs 22:2). The rich must be careful to use 

their present resources well, not hoarding riches 

selfishly but recognizing that God is the owner, 

and that they are only the stewards or trustees for 

Him. The command of money involves a responsi-

bility, which you cannot evade. You must dis-

pense it wisely or take the consequences. 

Those who choose to disobey the mandate of 

God relative to wealth are making a statement to 

the effect that the wealth they have, were acquired 

by their own strength and not as stated by Moses 

in Deuteronomy 8: 10-18. He said,  

“When thou hast eaten and art full, then 
thou shalt bless the LORD thy God for the 
good land which he hath given thee. Beware 
that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in 
not keeping his commandments, and his 
statutes, which I commanded thee this day: 
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Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and 
hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; 
And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, 
and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and 
all that thou hast is multiplied; Then thine 
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD 
thy God, which brought thee forth out of the 
land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; 
Who led thee through that great and terrible 
wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and 
scorpions, and drought, where there was no 
water; who brought thee forth water out of 
the rock of flint; who fed thee in the wilder-
ness with manna, which thy fathers knew 
not, that he might humble thee, and that he 
might prove thee, to do thee good at thy 
latter end; And thou say in thine heart, My 
power and the might of mine hand hath 
gotten me this wealth, But thou shalt re-
member the LORD thy God: for it is he that 
giveth thee power to get wealth, that he 
may establish his covenant which he sware 
unto thy fathers, as it is this day. And it shall 
be, if thou do at all forget the LORD thy God, 
and walk after other gods, and serve them, 
and worship them, I testify against YOU this 
day that ye shall surely perish.” 

(Deuteronomy 8:8-10) 

If prosperous people will now, while they are 

still prosperous, acknowledge God as their true 

source, and pray regularly for still more spiritual 
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understanding on this point, they need never suf-

fer poverty or financial trouble at all. Not to com-

ply with the mandate of God concerning wealth is 

to deny the source of the wealth. Moses asserts 

that it is God that giveth power to make wealth. 

The same God that anoints a man to heal and to 

perform diverse miracles is the same God that 

anoints a man to make wealth.  

God is a giver and he expects all His children 

to give. When God bestows any of His bounty on 

you, He does not expect you to break the chain but 

rather to lengthen the cord of giving. God told 

Abraham that he would bless him so that he will 

equally be a blessing. He was elected to be a chan-

nel for distribution, not a container to hold the 

blessing. Every rich man who fails to comply with 

the mandate of God on riches actually toys with 

the idea of a continuing city in his name after his 

demise. The Bible captures their thought process 

in Psalm 49:11-14 when it said,  

“Their inward thought is, that their houses 
shall continue forever, and their dwelling 
places to all generations; they call their lands 
after their own names. Nevertheless man 
being in honour abideth not: he is like the 
beasts that perish. This their way is their fol-
ly: yet their posterity approve their sayings. 
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Selah. Like sheep they are laid in the grave; 
death shall feed on them; and the upright 
shall have dominion over them in the morn-
ing; and their beauty shall consume in the 
grave from their dwelling.” 

(Psalm 49:11-14) 

King Solomon said, and he should know, being 

the richest man ever on earth, that the thought of a 

continuing city is a mirage. He said many times 

the wealth is bequeathed to a fool who wastes the-

se resources and the estate is impoverished and 

endangered all over (Ecclesiastes 5:11-14). It is 

sometimes difficult to imagine that the family of a 

man in stupendous wealth can eventually end up 

wallowing in abject poverty. But the Bible said 

wealth has wings to fly away.  “Wilt thou set thine 

eyes upon that which is not? For riches certainly made 

themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward 

heaven” (Proverbs 23:5).  

A man who gathers riches without right is like 

a partridge. The Bible says, “As the partridge sitteth 

on eggs, and hatcheth them not; so he that getteth rich-

es, and not by right, shall leave them in the midst of his 

days, and at his end shall be a fool.” There are many 

examples, even in our generation, of people with 

sudden, unexplainable, wealth but who die myste-

riously at a premature age. 
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Unexplained and sudden wealth should be 

queried by the Church, notwithstanding the possi-

ble loss of income by way of tithes and offering. It 

is not acceptable to take tithes of stolen money or 

ill-gotten wealth. Churches must begin to screen 

the tithes they collect. Not all the cash that comes 

into the church should be accepted. Some money 

smell; others stink. Both must be rejected. The 

work of the kingdom must be pursued with the 

right implements and resources. A brother stole 

the money of his employer and used the stolen 

money for the purchase of assets for his local 

church. Is he right or is he wrong? Perhaps, it is 

right to steal from our employers to bless the 

church since the riches of the gentiles are ours. 

How we acquire the wealth should matter less to 

God so long as we make it available for God to 

use, or should it? The end now justifies the means. 

This certainly is a very strange doctrine. Yet many 

conduct their lives on this basis.  

True ministry is not a money-making business. 

If you are looking for money; go get yourself a job 

somewhere else. Today, there are many who think 

that Christianity has become a money-making en-

terprise, and some of their observations are rea-

sonably justified. In many cases, religion has be-
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come a multimillion-dollar business with hallelu-

jah hucksters peddling packaged piety and bar-

gain blessings. It is hard to believe some of the 

hideous and greedy interpretations placed upon 

the teaching of Christ in order to extract money 

from reluctant people for religious work. We 

should love God for who He is, not for what He 

can provide. We call Him Lord, but think of Him 

as a means to an end. There is not much relation-

ship in that kind of religion. Many assert that Jesus 

Christ was so rich that He had a treasurer carrying 

the purse of the ministry. Yes, the purse was so 

full that when it was time to pay tax, He could not 

take out of it but had to send the fisherman to the 

river to get a fish carrying the coin to pay the tax 

collector. 

Unfaithfulness in the use of money and posses-

sion disqualifies a person from true, heavenly rich-

es. Jesus said, “If ye then have not been faithful in the 

unrighteous mammon, who will entrust to you the true 

riches?” (Luke 16:11). A person may think his life 

and possessions are his own to do as he wills, but 

they are not. His life and possession are God's. 

God has trusted the person with life and posses-

sion only as long as he is on this earth. The holder 

is only a steward of all he is and has. He cannot 
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take his possession with him, out of this world, 

when he dies. It is sad to see a person work him-

self nearly to death, only to die and leave every-

thing behind. When a Christian feels comfortable 

in this world, he really needs to take inventory of 

his life. Everyone has a date with death, and no 

one lives forever. It is an undeniable fact that 

“naked we came and naked we go.” The death of a 

very rich man was announced in a local church. 

On the way home after the service, the following 

conversation ensued between a father and his son: 

Father: Do you know the man whose death was an-

nounced in the Church was a very rich man? 

Son: I know. 

Father: Only God knows how much he left behind. 

Son: Not only God, I also know. 

Father: How? 

Son: I know, because he left all. 

It is an undeniable fact that we all have to 

leave this world with empty hands whether we 

like it or not. After having conquered the known 

world, Alexander the Great ordered that, when his 

corpse was embalmed, his hands should be left ex-

posed. He said: “I want all men to know that I left 

the world with empty hands.” Alexander the 
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Great conquered everything except himself. His 

one time musical charm, his charisma, his fresh vi-

tality, his extraordinary capacity to make people 

love and follow him without question - all these 

faded away. Instead, he became a drunken wreck, 

and finally turned into a maniac.  

Remember, absolute freedom is found only in 

loving and serving God. The conquest of self is the 

greatest victory of all, but Alexander even when 

he was at the height of his power, had never been 

able to achieve it. He thought he was immortal, 

and believed in his own destiny. It is an illusion 

that humanity suffers from time to time. History 

teaches us valuable lessons and constantly re-

minds us “that mankind is not the captain of the 

ship, but merely a passenger.” 

For you not to fall on the slippery path of pros-

perity; you must add something to your faith. 

Apostle Peter said,  

“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to 
your faith… brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness charity. For if these things 
be in you, and abound, they make you that 
ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

(2 Peter 1:5-8)  

The vision is clear. It has been made plainer. 
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Will you run with it? The choice is yours to make. 

Indeed, money talks. Sometimes its message is 

about the false security we've placed in it. But it 

can also say that we've decided not to miss the 

blessing of blessing others. Money talks, but what 

does yours say about you and your faith? When 

last did you sing this song? 

I'd rather have Jesus, than silver or gold 

I'd rather be His than have riches untold 

I'd rather have Jesus than houses or land 

Yes, I'd rather be true to his name alone. 

Than to be the King of a vast domain 

And be held in sins as slave. 

I'd rather have Jesus, than anything 

This world affords today. 

-Jim Reeves 


