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PREFACE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

T his book, The Knowledge of God, is the fifth, in 

the Walking with God series. It introduces us to 

God's most sacred desire for His children:  

Knowledge. It explains the danger of not knowing 

the God we profess we are serving and the dilem-

ma of a believer who is told on the last day 'I know 

you not'. From the beginning, the enemy had been 

opposing the plan of God for mankind. When 

mankind suffered a setback in the Garden of Eden 

and the paradise was lost, God planned restora-

tion. However, to be restored, man only needs to 

repent so that the peace of God which surpasses all 

understanding could become his. Grace was given 

to guide and comfort all who are pilgrims here on 

earth to their destination. Prosperity has however 

become a stumbling block dimming the vision of 

many of the pilgrims for the unseen treasure; but 

as we know God and His purpose for our lives, we 

must adjust our lifestyle, knowing that the King is 
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coming to take us home. Our eternal destination, 

heaven, depends on our choices and on whose side 

we are, when He comes. 

The Church today may be compared to a row-

boat in the middle of a stream, whose occupants 

are at ease, lukewarm, self-complacent, even when 

their boat is gradually drifting down stream to the 

waterfalls below. To arrest this drift, the Church 

must be awakened to a life of righteousness, must 

become conscious of her standing in Christ Jesus. 

In this perilous time, GOD, indeed, is building a 

people of power. A major requirement for partak-

ing in this end time endeavour is for all to know 

their God. This will ensure that we conform to the 

image of the Lord Jesus Christ and shut out errors, 

which can derail our walk with GOD. 

We all need to re-examine our faith and revisit 

the old landmarks, the footmarks of our Fathers in 

the faith, to avoid being shipwrecked on our jour-

ney. James 1:22 admonishes us “But be ye doers of 

the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 

self.” As you go through this book, you will read 

in it, what you need to do. I pray that you will 

have faith in your heart to receive the word and to 

profit with it. May the rich grace of Christ impart 

strength to every fainting heart. Amen. 



The Knowledge of God 9 

ENDORSEMENTS 
 

 

 

 

In this day and time, when Christians are more inclined 

to seeking after notable personalities and shakers and 

movers of the society rather than seeking God; in this 

time and age, when Christians struggle to outwit one an-

other in having a handshake with those who matter in 

the society; in this modern time, when Christians strug-

gle for the attention and mention by politicians, and in 

this time and age that politics in the house of God, has 

ruined the basics of Christian ethics, there is no better 

wake-up call than the one we are served in this book. 

The author's book is therefore timely to bring the atten-

tion and focus of lost Christians, ministers and Christian 

workers back to the God who found them. Our boast, 

like the author rightly agreed with the scriptures, should 

be in knowing God. 

I am glad to recommend this as a must handbook for an-

yone who desires to know the God we profess to be serv-

ing. A good number of Christians and Christian workers 

are working and labouring for the God they do not 

know. It is time to know; that is the challenge posed by 

this book. 

The author surely knows what he is saying. The book is 

a product of a Christian who knows his God. He is a dis-
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ciple and an ardent follower of those who know God. No 

wonder he pursues the discussion with such strong pas-

sion and powerful intellectual reasoning and persuasion. 

I desire that we all share in this burden of the author by 

leading our generation back to knowing the God we 

serve. I commend this book to all who love the Lord and 

seek to know Him more  

- Pastor Adebowale Adesina, Higher Ground Parish, Re-

deemed Christian Church of God, Lagos. 

 

This fifth volume in the series of the God-given vision 

'Walking with God' has zeroed in on the knowledge of 

God. Of course, to walk successfully with God, one can-

not overestimate the importance of the knowledge of 

God. But the author has identified some dangerous er-

rors in the claim by some to have known God, when in 

fact, they only know God's name. Some others can only 

boast of mental knowledge that does not affect the heart. 

Whereas the true, crucial and effectual knowledge of 

God required of any believer goes beyond this. 

It transcends ordinary awareness and acquaintance to in-

timacy and ultimately to practicalising those information 

and revelation you have of God, which in turn trans-

forms your personality to an epistle that men read. There 

is however, another category of knowledge seekers who 

get so animated with the creations of God and workings 

of the universe making them to be puffed up against the 

creator. Knowledge here, works anti-clockwise. Instead 

of stimulating the fear of God, it hardens their hearts 
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against God -'Familiarity breeds contempt'. 

Finally, once again one can say it is a must read for all se-

rious-minded believers who do not desire to explore on-

ly the shallow waters, but also to launch into the deep.  

- Pastor Kehinde Adeoye, Redeemed Christian Church of 

God, Ikorodu, Lagos. 

 

Filled with deep insights, this timely book is essential 

reading for today's Christian. Reading this book gives 

one a clearer understanding of Apostle's Paul's heart cry 

in Philippians 3:10 “That I may know Him”. You can't 

walk with the God you don't know. This book will help 

you to know how to walk with God using the key of 

knowledge. “Walking with God” is very instructive and 

very much needed. I cannot recommend it highly 

enough for Christians of all theological traditions. It is a 

textbook manual for the whole body of Christ  

- Reverend Bode Amoo, Dominion Life International 

Church, Ilorin. 

 

The progenitors of our faith had always only thrived 

based on their knowledge of the Almighty. Having gone 

through Walking with God (Volume 5), I can only say it 

is overwhelmingly explosive. It is a book every focused 

and serious minded Christian needs. Grab it.  

- Pastor Dan Ogun, Chapel of Life Parish, Redeemed Chris-

tian Church of God, Abuja. 
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1 
 

KNOWLEDGE OF GOD 
 

Ye worship ye know not what: 

We know what we worship: 

For salvation is of the Jews. 

- John  4:22 
 

 

 

R elationship flounders on lack of agreement. 

God did ask “Can two walk together, except they 

be agreed?” (Amos 3:3). To agree is beyond mere 

nodding of heads. It means to know and after 

knowing to accept the other person as he is. When 

we accept without knowing, the relationship is en-

dangered, as fresh facts may command a re-

appraisal of the relationship. Inadequate 

knowledge usually spells doom for relationships. 

Friendship and relationship established with oth-

ers without firm foundation are usually at risk for 

failure to know and agree with each other at the 

outset.  

In Hosea 4:6, God said, “My people perish for 
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lack of knowledge.” Not only people, even relation-

ships, are terminated for lack of knowledge. To ac-

cept Christ requires knowledge of him and a fol-

lowing based on sufficient information. In the 

book of John, chapter 6, a group of people thought 

they knew Jesus and attempted to enthrone him as 

their king. They were in love with him who cared 

enough to provide them with bread and fish to as-

suage their hunger. What could be better than to 

install him as their king, to assure them of their 

daily ration and relieve them of their burden? The 

story line goes thus: 

“And a great multitude followed him, be-
cause they saw his miracles which he did on 
them that were diseased... Then those men, 
when they had seen the miracle that Jesus 
did, said, this is of a truth that prophet that 
should come into the world. When Jesus 
therefore perceived that they would come 
and take him by force, to make him a king, 
he departed again into a mountain himself 
alone.”  

(John 6:2,14-15) 

Rather than wait to be forcefully made a king, 

Jesus ran from the people. He must have asked 

himself; for how long will I continue to run from 

these people? Jesus then decided to introduce him-

self to them. He decided to unveil a little bit of his 
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personality to these people, who loved him so 

much as to propose to make him their king. When 

they got to know a little bit about Jesus, they 

quickly changed their minds about him. Of their 

own volition, they decided to rupture their rela-

tionship with Jesus and part ways with him. The 

genesis of the parting of ways began with the in-

troduction given by the Lord Jesus concerning 

himself. He said: 

“I am the living bread which came down 
from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, 
he shall live for ever: and the bread that I 
will give is my flesh, which I will give for the 
life of the world. The Jews therefore strove 
among themselves, saying, How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat? Then Jesus said 
unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ex-
cept ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Who-
soever eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him 
up at the last day. For my flesh is meat in-
deed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that 
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 
dwelleth in me, and I in him. As the living Fa-
ther hath sent me, and I live by the Father: 
so he that eateth me, even he shall live by 
me.”  

(John 6:51-58) 
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He told the crowd that he was indeed the 

bread that every man should labour to eat, since 

he came down from heaven. He said, 'he that 

eateth me shall have life'. He was not done. He en-

couraged them to drink his blood and eat his flesh. 

His admirers, the crowd, were confused and con-

founded. They started to reason. How can this 

man give us his flesh and his blood to drink? What 

does he take us for, cannibals? His flesh! This was 

a staggering difficulty for them. Then they did the 

only reasonable thing in the circumstance: they left 

him alone. The crowd withdrew their affection 

from Jesus and parted ways with him. They cho-

rused “This is an hard saying; who can hear it?” (John 

6:60). “From that time”, the scriptures reported, 

“many of his disciples went back, and walked no more 

with him” (John 6:66).  

This did not disturb the Lord. He merely re-

quested to know whether the other people tagging 

along also shared the same position with the de-

parted. He wanted defection or devotion. He was 

ready to start all over again rather than waste his 

time with ignorant and uncommitted followers. Je-

sus saw some still standing and he asked them for 

what reason they chose to stand by him.  
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“Then said Jesus unto the twelve, will you 
also go away? Then Simon Peter answered 
him, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life. And we believe and are 
sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the 
living God.”  

(John 6:67-69) 

The disciples had knowledge of the one they 

follow and when the Master asked them to choose 

other vocation, they asked, “To whom shall we go; 

thou hast the word of eternal life.” They demonstrat-

ed by their response, that their following was 

based on knowledge. Until we know, we risk part-

ing. Until we know, our commitment remains 

shallow, for we claim to accept, that, of which we 

have little knowledge and are found sooner or lat-

er to be liars. When we truly know a person, quali-

ty decision is made and the decision endures and 

survives all manners of vicissitudes and challeng-

es of life.  

Many do not know the LORD whom they 

claim they are following. They are ignorant of this 

one thing and are likely to be lost. They know not 

at what they stumble. Though they go to church, 

they walk in the day as one that gropes in the 

dark. Jesus encountered a woman at the well of 

Sychar in the city of Samaria and the following 
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discussion ensued.  

“The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive 
that thou art a prophet. Our fathers wor-
shipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in 
Jerusalem is the place where men ought to 
worship. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, be-
lieve me, the hour cometh, when ye shall 
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusa-
lem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye know 
not what: we know what we worship: for 
salvation is of the Jews. But the hour 
cometh, and now is, when the true worship-
pers shall worship the father in spirit and in 
truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship 
him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”  

(John 4:19-24) 

Paul also encountered a group of people that 

knew not the God they worship. In Acts 17:23, he 

said, 

“For as I passed by, and beheld your devo-
tions, I found an altar with this inscription, 
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore 
ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto 
you.” 

(Acts 17:23) 

Jesus prayed in John 17:3, “And this is life eter-

nal, that they might know thee the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” Here, eternal life 
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is equated with knowledge. The only thing that 

God allows man to glory about is knowledge of 

Him. “For they that know their God shall be strong 

and shall do exploits.” (Daniel 11:32). Knowing God 

is an imperative for all believers. God said, “For I 

desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of 

God more than burnt offerings.” (Hosea 6:6). No 

wonder, Paul cried out in Philippians 3:10, 

“That I may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his suffer-
ing, being made conformable unto his 
death.” 

(Philippians 3:10) 

Paul was not talking about believing in Christ, 

for he was already a believer. He was talking 

about knowing God and being conformed to him 

in every area of his life. He wanted to be like the 

Lord in words, in acts and in thoughts. God de-

clares emphatically that if a man should glory, he 

should glory only in his knowing Him. Prophet 

Jeremiah said: 

“Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might, let not the rich man 
glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth 
glory in this, that he understandeth and 
knoweth me, that I AM THE LORD which ex-
erciseth loving kindness, judgment, and 
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righteousness in the earth: for in these 
things I delight, saith the LORD.” 

(Jeremiah 9:23-24) 

It seems that to know God is the principal 

thing in all of our life‟s endeavours. On hearing 

about the faith of some, Apostle Paul said,  

“Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith 
in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the 
saints, cease not to give thanks for you, mak-
ing mention of you in my prayers; That the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes 
of your understanding being enlightened; 
that you may know what is the hope of his 
calling, and what the riches of the glory of 
his inheritance in the saints…” 

(Ephesians 1:15-18)  

Prophet Jeremiah in chapter 31:31-34 stated the 

reason for the new covenant. He said: 

“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that 
I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not 
according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers in the day that I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt; which my covenant they brake though 
I was still an husband unto them, saith the 
LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel; After 
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those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law 
in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. And they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying Know the LORD: for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them un-
to the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I 
will forgive their iniquity, and I will remem-
ber their sin no more.” 

(Jeremiah 31:31-34) 
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2 
 

WHAT IS KNOWING? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D ecision-making requires quality information. 

As the cliché goes, “If you are not informed, 

you will be deformed.” Knowing God requires a 

basic understanding of the fact that “God is a Spirit 

and they that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit 

and in truth” (John 4:24).  

Two words actually revealed the poverty of 

the English language. The word „love‟ and the 

word „know.‟ In many instances that we employ 

the word love, we really do not mean to convey 

the same meaning but for lack of adequate vocab-

ulary, we say what we do not really intend. We do 

not mean what we say, though we say what we 

mean. It is frustrating. We love our wife and we 

love the flowers. The same goes for the word 
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“know.” I realize that what we term as “knowing 

the Lord” is sometime akin to mere knowledge of 

Him. This is not sufficient. The fact that you have 

knowledge of somebody does not mean you know 

the person.  

Do you know the President of the United 

States? Yes, oh yes, I know him. He is President 

Barrack Obama. That does not mean you know 

him. How many children does he have? What is 

the name of his wife? You probably do not know 

the answers to these questions.  

Do you know the General Overseer of the Re-

deemed Christian Church of God? Oh yes, I was at 

the camp on Friday. That does not mean you 

know him. I mean, I was in his house and we took 

breakfast together; it still does not mean you know 

him. May be, you know a little bit more of him. 

How many children has he got? What time does 

he go to bed? Is his last child now a graduate and 

is he or she married? You probably cannot answer 

those questions, yet you claimed you know him.  

Just because you read a chapter of the Bible be-

fore you sleep does not mean you know GOD. 

Having knowledge of somebody is not the same 

thing as knowing the person. Attending a meeting 

does not mean you know the preacher. When last 
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did you spend an evening with him? You do not 

know GOD because you read the Bible; we read 

the encyclopedia and yet we don't know the au-

thors! You do not know somebody until you 

spend quality time with him.  

The word “know” is a very powerful word. It 

is usually used in a loose sense due to the poverty 

of the English language. To really know a person, 

you would need to have walked together, talked 

together, lived together, spent time together, 

shared together, for possibly many years. Then 

you would know what hurts him, what he likes, 

who he is, his fears, his strengths and weaknesses, 

and motives behind his actions. Then you could 

claim that you know him beyond mere acquaint-

ance. The only way to know God is to get near 

Him and study Him, learning all we can about His 

will, desires, and wants; all about His nature and 

thoughts and behaviour. When we draw near God 

and begin to keep His word, we begin to establish 

a relationship with God.  

We have almost forgotten that God is a person 

and, as such, can be cultivated as any person can. 

It is inherent in personality to be able to know oth-

er personalities, but full knowledge of one person-

ality by another cannot be achieved in one encoun-
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ter. It is only after long and loving mental inter-

course that the full possibilities of both can be ex-

plored. It is just like a boy who meets a girl and 

begins to draw near her. He begins to know her 

and to develop affection for her, and the more he 

associates with her, the more he loves her. So it is 

with God. The more we draw near Him and keep 

His Word and please Him, the more we learn 

about him and love Him. All social intercourse be-

tween human beings is a response of personality 

to personality, grading upward from the most cas-

ual brush between man and man to the fullest, 

most intimate communion of which the human 

soul is capable. Religion, so far as it is genuine, is 

in essence the response of created personalities to 

the creating personality, God. 

The word “know” in its strongest sense means 

the “inner mingling of two lives.” Adam knew Eve 

and she conceived. Cain knew his wife and she con-

ceived. When you know GOD there is a spiritual 

union. His life and yours become one. When you 

are one with the LORD, there will be communion 

that will give birth to revelation. It is an intimate 

relationship. Only through intimate fellowship 

with GOD can we get to know HIM. When we are 

intimate with GOD, revelation will come. When 
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you are not intimate with GOD, you will be full of 

information. You will run around echoing what 

somebody said, and what others said, and the dan-

ger is when the person who said goes astray, you 

also go astray with him. But there comes a moment 

in your life when you declare; GOD said. It is a 

revelation to you and you can rest on this; know-

ing fully that “God is not a man, that he should lie; 

neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he 

said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall 

he not make it good?” (Numbers 23:19).  

How then do we know God? Some have con-

tended that knowing God is through the study of 

His Word. A cursory reading of 2 Timothy 2:15 

might give us this impression. It reads:  

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.”  

(2 Timothy 2:15) 

The word “study” in this context means 

“diligently be careful” not “read” the Bible. The 

NIV puts that verse as follows: “Do your best to pre-

sent yourself to God as one approved, a workman who 

does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles 

the word of truth.” This is a correct rendition of that 

passage. That reading does not lead to an under-
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standing of God was clearly explained by Apostle 

Paul in 2 Timothy 3:1-7.  

He said: 

“This know also that in the last days perilous 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of 
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, un-
thankful, unholy, without natural affection, 
truce breakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are good, trai-
tors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God; having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof: 
from such turn away. For of this sort are they 
which creep into houses, and lead captive 
silly women laden with sins, led away with 
divers lusts, Ever learning and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

(2 Timothy 3:1-7) 

Paul concluded in verse 7 that somebody could 

be, “Ever learning and never able to come to the 

knowledge of the truth.” This is a terrible state to be 

in. You can be learning, reading and hearing and 

never able to know Him, because of the lack of a 

basic ingredient required to activate the word in 

your life. Indeed, Paul encountered a group of 

people (called the Epicurians) whose main hobby 

was to hear some new thing.  
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“Then certain philosophers of the Epicurians, 
and of the stoics, encountered him. And some 
said, What will this babbler say? Other some, 
He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange 
gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, 
and the resurrection. And they took him, and 
brought him unto Areopagus, saying, May we 
know what this new doctrine, whereof thou 
speakest, is? For thou bringest certain strange 
things to our ears: we would know therefore 
what these things mean. (for all the Atheni-
ans and strangers which were there spent 
their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or 
to hear some new thing).” 

(Acts 17:18-21) 

In our own days, nobody will deny the fact 

that knowledge is increasing more than ever be-

fore but true faith is becoming a scarce commodi-

ty. People now frequent bookshops to buy books 

and all manner of materials. The issue is; how can 

someone be 'ever learning and never able to come 

to the knowledge of the truth'? Could it be he does 

not understand what he is reading like the Ethio-

pian eunuch? Or could it be that a basic apprecia-

tion of the gospel has eluded him? 

Apostle James gave an insight as to why peo-

ple might be learning and yet never able to come 

to the knowledge of the truth. He said in James 
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1:22-25;  

“But be ye doers of the word and not hear-
ers only, deceiving your own selves. For if 
any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, 
he is like unto a man beholding his natural 
face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and 
goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth 
what manner of man he was. But whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty and 
continueth therein; he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man 
shall be blessed in his deed.” 

(James 1:22-25) 

The secret of knowing the Lord is in doing and 

not in learning or preaching or hearing. It is not 

what you know but what you do. The Master said,  

“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say? Whosoever cometh 
to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth 
them, I will shew you to whom he is like: He 
is like a man which built an house, and 
digged deep, and laid the foundation on a 
rock: and when the flood arose, the stream 
beat vehemently upon that house, and could 
not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. 
But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a 
man that without a foundation built an 
house upon the earth; against which the 
stream did beat vehemently, and immediate-
ly it fell; and the ruin of that house was 
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great.” 

(Luke 6:46-49) 

The foundation for walking with God is obedi-

ence, doing the things which Christ says. There is 

no substitute. If a person wishes to be a follower of 

Jesus Christ, that person has to do what Jesus says. 

Both builders in this passage call Jesus “Lord”. 

Both acknowledge Him as Lord. Both pray and 

call Him “Lord, Lord,” and both witness before 

others that He is Lord. Both are known as follow-

ers of Jesus. But Jesus questions disobedience. He 

rebukes and warns anyone who calls Him Lord 

and does not do what He says. As Lord, He is due 

allegiance and expects loyalty from all, especially 

those who call Him Lord. A profession of words is 

not enough.  

Even repeating one's profession, “Lord, Lord,” 

is not enough. One can cry before the world and 

still be questioned and warned by Christ: “Why 

do you not do the things which I say?” A person is 

cheating himself to profess and not obey. Profes-

sion without obedience gives a false sense of secu-

rity; it makes one feel like he is acceptable to God 

when he is not. Christ says he is not, for the only 

foundation to discipleship, that is, the only way to 

be acceptable by God, is to do the things which 
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Christ says. 

Some people, like the Athenians, spent their 

time in nothing else but in learning and hearing 

new things. This by itself is not bad but the appli-

cation of what is learnt is what makes the differ-

ence. Are you a learner or a doer? Jesus said, “Not 

everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord shall enter into 

the Kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 

Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). He re-

peated the matter for it was of great importance to 

him.   

“Jesus answered and said unto him, if a man 
love me, he will keep my words: and my Fa-
ther will love him, and we will come unto 
him, and make our abode with him. He that 
loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and 
the word which ye hear is not mine, but the 
Father's which sent me.” 

(John 14:23-24) 

Jesus said to Peter and Andrew “Follow me.” 

He met James and John and said the same thing: 

“Follow me.” It is in following the Lord that we 

get to know him. When we follow, we obey. A 

popular hymn encourages us to trust and obey. 

Many are reading “21 Laws of Leadership” but are 

not ready to imbibe the basic principle of follow-

ership. The basic principle is obedience, for there 
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is no other way to be happy in Jesus but to trust 

and obey.  

A woman cried out to Jesus in Luke 11:27-28 

and said, “Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the 

paps which thou hast sucked”. Jesus said, “yea rather 

blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep it.” 

Knowing and doing are like two sides of one coin, 

one without the other is a counterfeit. When you 

have knowledge, you profess, conforming to the im-

age of Christ comes only with doing the will of God. 

The issue of performance was further accentu-

ated by Jesus. He said,  

“But what think ye? A certain man had two 
sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, 
go work in my vineyard. He answered and 
said, I will not: but afterwards he repented 
and went. He came to the second, and said 
likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: 
and went not. Whether of them twain did the 
will of his father? They say unto him, the first.” 

(Matthew 21:28-31) 

All commended the first son, basing their judg-

ment not on the knowledge of the two but on their 

responses to the expressed will of the father. They 

both knew the will of their father but only one had 

enough respect for the father to do His bidding, 

thereby earning commendation.  
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Samuel told Saul in 1 Samuel 15:22, “Hast the 

Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, 

as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is 

better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 

rams.”  Every sacrifice pales into insignificance 

and is counted as naught, when we are not obedi-

ent. Isaiah 1:18 said “If you are willing and obedient 

you will eat the good of the Land.” Obedience to the 

expressed will of the Father is the principal thing 

and could be said to be the be-all and end-all of 

our salvation. 

Reading and hearing fuel our faith but faith is 

not the same thing as knowing the Lord. In many 

cases, you do not need to know the Lord to receive 

from Him. You can be blessed once the faith in 

Him is certain. The woman with the issue of blood 

was not a follower of the Lord but she came from 

behind, touched the helm of his garment and got 

healed. The centurion merely stated a principle of 

faith and Jesus said I have not seen such a great 

faith, no, not in Israel, and the son was healed. 

Paul encountered a crippled man in Acts 14:9-10 

and the Bible said as he was preaching; he per-

ceived that the man had faith to be healed. He 

took hold of his hand and pulled him up and his 

ankles were straightened. 
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Faith is not the same thing as knowing but you 

need faith to receive from God and to please Him 

(Hebrews 11:6). Faith is the pathway or channel 

that leads to God. Many get to the presence of God 

and rather than sit down like Mary at the feet of 

Jesus to know Him, they pick and choose what he 

has to offer and go their way. Knowing God re-

quires more than a passing visit to collect what we 

think we lacked. It requires intimate relationship 

and a walking with God. Besides, it requires that 

we trust and obey Him.  Faith, indeed, cometh by 

hearing (Romans 10:17) and it could come by read-

ing, but knowing God cometh through obedience 

to the truth that you hear. You do not know God 

by studying or hearing. The God whom we serve 

is not for analysis or laboratory test. He is to be 

obeyed! Yes, your faith will increase as you read 

and hear 'for faith cometh by hearing' but that 

does not mean you know him. You know God 

through commitment to executing His will. Con-

cerning Christ, the Psalmist wrote,  

“Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; 
mine ears hast thou opened: burnt offering 
and sin offering hast thou not required. Then 
said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the books 
it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, oh 
my God: yea thy law is within my heart.”  
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(Psalm 40:6-8) 

No one can ever denigrate the importance of 

learning. It is vital and important, but where it is 

not accompanied with obedience, it is futile. It is 

good to know but it is far better to obey.  For a 

truth known and obeyed is worth more than a 

thousand truths known without compliance. It is 

not the truth that we hear but the one we obey that 

makes us free. We only know a truth as we obey it. 

The truths of the Word are not for parroting but 

compliance. Knowing God requires study, but ar-

dent study does not guarantee knowing, except 

we obey. 

Churches are springing up by the day. More 

people now go to church or hear sermons on tele-

vision. Preachers are preaching all manner of mes-

sages. Knowledge is increasing, yet there is a fam-

ine of the word. Certainly not of the preaching but 

of something that is a vital ingredient required to 

activate the word in the lives of the hearers-

obedience. Faith needs a companion for it to be 

profitable. We were told again and again by the 

Apostles that faith, when it is unaccompanied by 

obedience, is an orphan without an orphanage. 

Faith needs to be warehoused and nourished, if it 

is not to be shipwrecked. Apostle Peter said,  
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“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to 
your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
and to knowledge temperance; and to tem-
perance patience; and to patience godliness; 
and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness charity. For if these things 
be in you, and abound, they make you that 
ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

(1 Peter 1:5-8) 

Apostle James in James 2:14-22 again stressed 

the need to add something to our faith. He said, 

“What doth it profit, my brethren, though a 
man say he hath faith, and have not works? 
Can faith save him? If a brother or sister be 
naked, and destitute of daily food, and one 
of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give 
them not those things which are needful to 
the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, 
if it hath not works, is dead, being alone”. 

(James 2:14-17) 

He continued, 

“But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith 
without works is dead? Was not Abraham 
our father justified by works, when he had 
offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest 
thou how faith wrought with his works, and 
by works was faith made perfect.” 

(James 2:20-22) 
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The word “works” in this context properly 

translates to obedience. Abraham obeyed God and 

it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he 

was called the friend of God. We cannot know 

God in any other way apart from obedience to his 

creed. When we claim we know God, we assert 

that we are obedient unto him. The scriptures 

rightly said, of some professors, who failed to ac-

company their faith in God, with obedience. It 

says, “They profess that they know God; but in works 

they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and 

unto every good work reprobate.” (Titus 1:16). 

Tell me, how much more does a man need to 

know before he stops beating his wife? How many 

books does a man need to read before he stops 

telling lies? How many sermons does a man need 

to hear before he stops committing fornication and 

adultery and taking of bribes? Let us give a 

straight answer; no more, just obey. In Matthew 

11:16-17, Jesus wept and lamented over the people 

of his generation. He said,  

“But whereunto shall I liken this generation? 
It is like unto children sitting in the markets, 
and calling unto their fellows, And saying, 
we have piped unto you, and ye have not 
danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye 
have not lamented.” 
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(Matthew 11:16-17) 

What shall we do to a man who hears sermon 

after sermon and yet continues to drink and forni-

cate, continues to beat his wife and take bribes? 

What shall we do to you so that you might begin 

to walk with God and do His will? You hear ser-

mon after sermon, yet you are like a cake that is 

not turned. Sunday school teachers taught you; no 

change, those preaching deliverance preached; the 

prosperity preachers preached, those preaching 

faith spoke and yet you remained adamant to cor-

rigendum. What else shall be done unto you? 

What shall we do to a man who hears sermon after 

sermon and yet continues in his pernicious ways? 

To come to the knowledge of the truth requires 

that we be committed and be ready to do what he 

has commanded. It is not enough to have head 

knowledge of a matter, if we are not ready to do 

his commandments; we are numbered with the ig-

norant and the condemned. Of what use is our 

knowledge, if we are not obedient? It is not the 

facts that we know that counts in the presence of 

God but the one we obey as we journey through 

life. This is not salvation by works but by obedi-

ence. Apostle John declared, 

“And hereby we do know that we know him, 
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if we keep his commandments. He that 
saith, I know him, and keepeth not his com-
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him 
verily is the love of God perfected: hereby 
know we that we are in him. He that saith he 
abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, 
even as he walked.” 

(1 John 2:3-6) 

The place of obedience is the hallmark of our 

total Christian experience. Once we fail in this, we 

fail in all. To underscore the importance of obedi-

ence, the scriptures made it clear to all that our 

LORD also learnt obedience through suffering.  

“Though he were a Son, yet learned he obe-
dience by the things which he suffered; and 
being made perfect, he became the author 
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
him.” 

(Hebrews 5:8-9) 

In Philippians 2:8-11 we read, 

“And being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. Where-
fore God also hath highly exalteth him, and 
given him a name which is above every 
name: That at the  name of Jesus Every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth; and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
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Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the father.” 

(Philippians 2:8-11) 

Is this salvation by works? Absolutely not! But 

about obedience which is the central theme that 

dominates the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. It 

is about that singular Christian character that dis-

tinguishes one from an infidel. Once we are saved 

and become his people by grace, we are to seek 

him first, follow His commands, and live our lives 

for Him and not ourselves. This is where the sweat 

of obedience shows up. The point is this: believing 

Christ and obeying Christ mean the same thing. 

To obey and to believe Christ are the same act. 

Therefore, Scripture emphatically declares that 

Christ is the authour of eternal salvation to all 

those who obey Him (Hebrews 5:9). 

Abraham demonstrated his understanding of 

God when he complied with the directive to sacri-

fice his son, Isaac, and today he is called the friend 

of God. After this demonstration of total surrender 

to God by Abraham, God swore to Abraham in 

Genesis 22:16-18. He said,  

“By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for 
because thou hast done this thing, and hast 
not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in 
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I 
will multiply thy seed as the stars of the 
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heaven, and as the sand which is upon the 
sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the 
gate of his enemies; And in thy seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed; because 
thou hast obeyed my voice.” 

(Genesis 22:16-18) 

Jesus said, “If any man willeth to do His will, he 

shall know of the teaching” John 7:17. The 

knowledge that results in obedience lead to in-

creased power to apprehend the meaning of the 

truths of Scripture. One cannot yield to God‟s 

Word without gaining an increased understanding 

of it. He said, “If ye abide in my Word, then are ye my 

disciples, and ye shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free” (John 8:31-32). Practice and pre-

cept must travel together, if one is to arrive at the 

desired destination, safe and sound. 

Listen, the Bible says, “Blessed are they that do 

his commandments, that they may have right to the tree 

of life, and may enter in through the gates into the 

city” (Revelation 22:14). The obedient man keeps 

God's Word and knows God and loves God. The 

word “do” is continuous action. It means to con-

tinue on and not to stop. It means day by day obe-

dience. If we keep God's Word day by day, then 

we learn more and more about God; we learn to 

love Him more and more. His love becomes per-
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fected, completed, and fulfilled in us. The obedient 

person is the person who knows God and loves 

God. He is the person who knows the love of God; 

he knows all the fullness of life that God's love 

brings. No matter what a person may profess  no 

matter how religious a person may be- if he does 

not obey God, he does not know God. Neither 

does he love God. 

The exercise of dominion is not rooted in the 

knowledge of God. It is an act of faith in His 

Word. To equate dominion with knowledge of 

God is a misnomer. The exercise of dominion 

could lead to an in-depth appreciation of the giver 

which could in turn create a desire to know Him. 

Faith and dominion are companion but 

knowledge of God is incomparable and beyond 

these. The possession of faith and the exercise of 

dominion are good and spiritual but amount to 

nothing save if we know Him personally. Domin-

ion for every child of God is a gift. It is not some-

thing to be struggled for, since it was freely given 

by God himself. Jesus said, “Fear not, little flock for 

it is your father good pleasure to give you the King-

dom” (Luke 12:32).  

In Genesis 1:28 we read: 

“And God blessed them, and God said unto 
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them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over every living thing that 
moveth upon the earth.” 

(Genesis 1:28) 

The Psalmist re-echoed the matter in Psalm 8:4

-8.  

“What is man, that thou art mindful of him? 
and the son of man, that thou visitest him? 
For thou hast made him a little lower than 
the angels, and hast crowned him with glory 
and honour. Thou madest him to have do-
minion over the works of thy hands; thou 
hast put all things under his feet: all sheep 
and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; 
the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
and whatsoever passeth through the paths 
of the seas.” 

(Psalm 8:4-8) 

Man was given dominion to be exercised in a 

particular context. God, after giving man domin-

ion, places him in a garden with specific instruc-

tion. For as long as man was obedient, dominion 

over all things was a concluded matter. But when 

man disobeyed God, he lost dominion and became 

servant to sin and satan. It is malapropism to as-

sume that a man knows God because he has do-

minion though he yet walks in disobedience. If he 
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does not pay now, he surely must pay later. A 

classic example was the case of Samson. He exer-

cised dominion with great zeal. He destroyed the 

strongholds of the Philistines. God gave him victo-

ry at each encounter with the enemy, but he lived 

a life of disobedience and ended up grinding pep-

per for the enemy with his two eyes removed. He 

died prematurely because he exercised dominion 

without first complying with the requirement of 

obedience.   

Again, King Saul was brought from obscurity 

to limelight. He was made a King to rule and reign 

over the heritage of God. In his own words, Saul 

said, “Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the 

tribes of Israel? And my family the least of all the fami-

lies of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then speakest 

thou so to me?” (1 Samuel 9:21). Yet, he was en-

throned, but he lost dominion through disobedi-

ence. Samuel said to him, afterwards, with amaze-

ment, wondering how is it, that Saul did not know 

the first principle of dominion. He said,  

“Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the 
voice of the LORD? Behold to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams. For rebellion is as the sin of divination 
and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 
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Because thou hast rejected the word of the 
LORD, he also hath rejected thee from being 
king.” 

(1 Samuel 15:22-23) 

Walking in dominion is predicated on our 

readiness to be submissive to God. James said, 

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, 

and he will flee from you” (James 4:7). When we fail 

to submit and seek to exercise dominion we stand 

the principles of domineering on its head. In 2 Co-

rinthians 10:4-6, Apostle Paul emphatically de-

clared,  

“(For the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds;) casting down imagina-
tion, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into captivity every thought to the obedi-
ence of Christ; and having in a readiness to 
revenge all disobedience when your obedi-
ence is fulfilled.”  

(1 Corinthians 10:4-6) 

Obedience is the key to our victory. God said, 

“O that there were such an heart in them, that they 

would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, 

that it might be well with them, and with their children 

for ever” (Deuteronomy 5:29). Prophet Isaiah add-

ed, “O that thou hadst hearkened to my command-
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ments! Then had thy peace been as a river, and thy 

righteousness as the waves of the sea” (Isaiah 48:16). 

The LORD continued, 

“Oh that my people had hearkened unto me, 
and Israel had walked in my ways! I should 
soon have subdued their enemies, and 
turned my hand against their adversaries. 
The haters of the LORD should have sub-
mitted themselves unto him: but their time 
should have endured for ever. He should 
have fed them with the finest of the wheat: 
and with honey out of the rock should I have 
satisfied thee.” 

(Psalm 81:13-16) 

The obedience Christ learnt gave him domin-

ion. The scripture says, “And being found in fashion 

as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient unto 

death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8). 

Consequently, God gave him a name, that is above 

every other name, at the mention of which, every 

knee must bow and every tongue confess that Je-

sus is LORD. Obedience gave him dominion. 

There is however a curious situation wherein 

many walk disorderly and yet exercise dominion. 

They cast out devils and demons; and give proph-

ecy in the name of the LORD. That casting out de-

mons and exercising dominion over evil forces is 

not akin to knowing God was stressed by the Lord 
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Jesus Christ. In Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus said,  

“Not every one that saith unto me LORD, 
LORD shall enter the kingdom of heaven; but 
he that doeth the will of my father which is 
in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in your 
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? 
and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? And then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity.”  

(Matthew 7:21-23) 

Their being classified as workers of iniquity 

lies in their disobedience to the will of God. 

Dominion without obedience is catastrophic. 

God gave Jesus a name that is above every other 

name, therefore every one exercising faith in that 

name can prophesy and cast out devils though in 

his own life he is disobedient. The name of Jesus 

gives him victory but he is a castaway; a canon 

fodder in the kingdom. Though faith brought him 

into contact with Jesus, he had no patience to culti-

vate a relationship with God. The Bible says, “That 

ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through 

faith and patience inherit the promises” (Hebrews 

6:12). Yes, “Without faith it is impossible to please 

Him: for he that cometh to him must believe that he is, 

and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
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him” (Hebrews 11:6). To diligently seek him is to 

be careful to cultivate a relationship with him, 

through obedience. 

Disobedience by Adam, Saul and Samson and 

a host of others terminated their rulership and 

reign. They lost dominion. But now the obedience 

of Jesus secured for us our reign. We dominate 

through Jesus “for by the obedience of one shall many 

be made righteous” (Romans 5:19). But our own obe-

dience secures for us a relationship with the Fa-

ther. Jesus settles the issue of dominion for all be-

lievers, but individually we must work out our 

own salvation with fear and trembling 

(Philippians 2:12). Faith in Jesus guarantees do-

minion but only holiness opens the pearl gate in 

heaven. Peter said,  

“Ye men of Israel, Why marvel ye at this? Or 
why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by 
our own power or holiness we had made 
this man to walk?... And his name through 
faith in his name hath made this man strong, 
whom ye see and know: yea the faith which 
is by him hath given him this perfect sound-
ness in the presence of you all.” 

(Acts 3:12,16) 

Faith is a gift of the spirit and the gift of a man 

maketh room for him (Proverbs 18:16). Faith is 
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however also a fruit of the spirit but many do not 

allow the fruit to grow. How can Jesus say that ex-

cept we do the will of the Father, he will refuse to 

confess us before the angels and deny knowledge 

of us? The truth is; a person cannot get into heaven 

by professing that Jesus is Lord; he can get into 

heaven only by doing the will of God. This is the 

law that governs the gate and entrance into heav-

en. A person who professes Christ and labours dili-

gently is rejected and shut out of heaven because 

profession alone fails to do more than profess. A 

person must do God's will in order to enter heav-

en. The person who does God's will is the person 

who truly believes, obeys, and loves God's Son. In 

John 14:21, Jesus said, “He that hath my command-

ments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he 

that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will 

love him, and will manifest myself to him.” 

Think about it. If our greatest need had been 

information, God would have sent an educator. If 

our greatest need had been technology, God 

would have sent a scientist. If our greatest need 

had been money, God would have sent us an 

economist. But since our greatest need was obedi-

ence, God sent us Jesus Christ; he showed the 

way. He became obedient unto death. God shows 
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us His love by giving His Son to live the truth out-

right before our eyes. God has not only given us 

His written word that tells us how to live, He has 

given us the Living Word in the life of His Son. 

God has sent His very own Son to live the perfect 

and ideal life upon earth so that we might know 

how to live. Jesus Christ lived out the will of God; 

He lived just like God commands man to live. 

Therefore, he knew God perfectly. He had perfect 

communion and fellowship with God.  

The point is this, if a man says that he knows 

God and does not keep God's commandments, he 

is a liar. The only way a person can know God is 

to follow Jesus Christ and do exactly what Christ 

did: keep all the commandments of God. When 

man keeps the commandments of God, then he 

will come to know God. The converse is also true, 

if a man does not keep God's commandments, 

then he does not know God. It is absolutely impos-

sible to know God and not keep His command-

ments. 
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K nowing God is a prerequisite to serving Him. 

Many want to serve God whom they do not 

know. What a tragedy! They equate service to God 

with the building of a castle to which God could 

be invited to dwell and pocketed. But the Al-

mighty God is holy and transparently so, to be-

hold and dwell in iniquity. So the question is do 

you know God? Do you know Him, who said, 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nei-
ther are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 
For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  

(Isaiah 55:8-9) 

Those who partook of the eating of the bread 

and the fish could not relate to Jesus' teaching on 

the eating of his flesh and drinking of his blood 
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and they concluded that something basically must 

be wrong, thus heralding their exit. It seems to me 

that the people of old were more sincere in their 

appreciation of their relationship with the Lord. 

They chose to withdraw from the Master rather 

than tag along for the sake of bread and fish. In 

our own days, we refuse to cleave; yet we refuse to 

go away. Our attachment to the bread and the fish 

that we see is our undoing. We want the bread 

and the fish at all cost irrespective of our proven 

disloyalty.  

It is the responsibility of Jesus, as the husband 

of the church, to cleave to the bride. He had there-

fore given us the Holy Spirit to facilitate the cleav-

ing but many are not cleaving and they are also 

unfortunately not leaving. They are resisting the 

Holy Spirit just like Stephen said, “Ye do always re-

sist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye” (Acts 

7:51). 

When the multitude got to know Jesus, they 

chorused, “This is an hard saying, who can hear 

it?” And because they could not bear it, they de-

cided to terminate the relationship, which was 

founded on bread and fish. Obviously, they must 

have realized that Christianity is not a tea party. It 

is easy to blame these people as uncommitted lot 
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but the issue is, do we really know the Lord? Is 

our relationship with him founded on knowledge 

of him or on what is derivable from the Lord? Can 

you also bear this statement?   

“If any man come to me, and hate not his fa-
ther, and mother, and wife, and children, 
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own 
life also, he cannot be my disciple. And who-
soever doth not bear his cross, and come 
after me, cannot be my disciple.” 

(Luke 14:26-27) 

Again, in Matthew 5:29-30, Jesus said, 

“And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it 
out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy members should 
perish, and not that thy whole body should 
be cast into hell. And if thy right hand offend 
thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is 
profitable for thee that one of thy members 
should perish, and not that thy whole body 
should be cast into hell.”  

(Matthew 5:29-30) 

He continued in Matthew 5:38-42,  

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye 
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say 
unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whoso-
ever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn 
to him the other also. And if any man will 
sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, 
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let him have thy cloak also. And whosoever 
shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and 
from him that would borrow from thee turn 
not thou away.”  

(Matthew 5:38-42) 

He went further in Matthew 5:43-45, 

“Ye have heard that it had been said, thou 
shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine ene-
my. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them that de-
spitefully use you, and persecute you; That 
ye may be the children of your father which 
is in heaven...” 

(Matthew 5:43-45) 

Apostle Paul echoed this directive when deal-

ing with perceived enemies. He said, 

“Bless them which persecute you: bless, and 
curse not….Therefore if thine enemy hunger, 
feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so 
doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his 
head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good.” 

(Romans 12:14, 20-21) 

Clearly, these are not very pleasant principles 

to imbibe but the LORD, whom we serve, de-

mands that those who are his be perfect as He also 

is perfect. These are not what our senses or a 
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worldly wise man will teach. Nobody in his right 

senses will teach us to turn the other cheek to a 

man that smote us on the right cheek; he might 

counsel non resistance but not an offer of a second 

humiliation. Giving to every man that asks us for a 

thing is not common sense or simply put, non 

sense. Not to turn away everyone who will bor-

row from us is a recipe for disaster according to 

human logic and wisdom. Christ was however 

communicating a higher law to his followers. He 

was communicating the divine prescription, the 

ways of God for those who will be perfect. How 

shall we go two miles with someone who compels 

us to go one mile? Is it not enough to satisfy his 

ego by going one mile? But our God is a God of 

extra mile.   

Many do not understand; they presume that 

the Kingdom of God operates the same principles 

with the world. There is no middle ground. They 

are totally opposed to each other. There is no com-

promise between darkness and light. The kingdom 

of God is one that does not operate according to 

the pattern of this world. To enjoy this kingdom 

we need to understand the principles that rule the 

kingdom. We were formerly in another kingdom 

but have been translated into the kingdom of the 
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Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus was emphatic, he said, 

“they (believers) are in the world but not of this 

world” (John 17:16). This translation into another 

kingdom was clearly explained in the book of Co-

lossians which says, 

“Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath 
made us meet to be partakers of the inher-
itance of the saints in light: who hath deliv-
ered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom of his 
dear Son.” 

(Colossians: 1:12-13) 

It is imperative that we understand the pattern 

of this kingdom, otherwise we will be in the king-

dom, but will not enjoy the benefit of the king-

dom. The two kingdoms operate opposing princi-

ples. Jesus said, 

“If ye were of the world, the world would 
love his own: but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you.” 

(John 15:19) 

Apostle John advises all believers to detach 

themselves from the sinking ship of the world. He 

said, 

“Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
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that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is 
not of the Father, but is of the world. And 
the world passeth away, and the lust there-
of: but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
forever.” 

(1 John 2:15-17) 

You cannot continue to operate according to 

the pattern of this world and still have the benefit 

of the kingdom of Christ. In Matthew 7:13-14, Je-

sus announced to all who cared to hear: 

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat: Because strait is the gate, and nar-
row is the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it.”  

(Matthew 7:13-14) 

He spoke of two gates: one, a wide gate and 

the other a narrow gate. One could ask; why 

should the road to life be narrow? Why not make 

it broader to accommodate many and make the 

path to destruction narrow and even difficult to 

pass? But the Lord knows better than us. Remem-

ber his ways are not our ways. His thoughts are 

not our thoughts. If the gate is wide, you can live 

anyhow and still be counted a success. The wide 

road permits anything. You can go on that road 
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with two or three and even four wives, it will take 

you. You can steal and maim to be rich and still be 

counted among the honourables. But in the nar-

row road, you have to shed unnecessary weight. 

Remember, the road is narrow that leads to life but 

the path to destruction is commodious. 

The path and the pattern of the kingdom are de-

fined and it leads to life. If you don't understand 

the pattern of the kingdom, it will appear as if they 

are putting unnecessary pressure on you concern-

ing your dress code, your eating habit, your man-

nerisms, your general conduct and walk in the 

world. In the kingdom of God, you cannot live 

your life anyhow and still expect to arrive safely at 

your destination. You must be ready to accept a 

lifestyle of discipline. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 

9:27, “But I keep under my body, and bring it into sub-

jection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to 

others, I myself should be a castaway.” It is evident that 

if you want to live anyhow, you cannot be comfort-

able in the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the kingdom of Christ, you have to believe 

before you see. But in the kingdom of the world 

“seeing is believing.” Indeed it is what you see 

that you get. In John 11:40, Jesus said to Martha 

the sister of Lazarus, “Said I not unto thee, that, if 
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thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of 

God?” The kingdom lifestyle is one of believing be-

fore you see. If you do not imbibe this, you'll miss 

a lot and living in the kingdom will be difficult; 

simply because the principles of the Kingdom are 

different. In John 20:24-29 we found this account 

concerning the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: 

“But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didy-
mus, was not with them when Jesus came. 
The other disciples therefore said unto him, 
We have seen the LORD. But he said unto 
them, Except I shall see in his hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print 
of the nails, and thrust my hands into his side, 
I will not believe. And after eight days again 
his disciples were within, and Thomas with 
them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, 
and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be un-
to you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither 
thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: 
and be not faithless, but believing. And Thom-
as answered and said unto him, My Lord and 
my God. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, be-
cause thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed.” 

(John 20:24-29) 

In 2 Chronicles 20:20, a major principle of the 

kingdom was stated by King Jehoshaphat. He said 
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“Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; 

Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be estab-

lished; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.” Christ 

always tells the people: Do you believe I can do 

this? Unbelief actually is the greatest undoing of 

mankind. We do not believe until we see. But 

God's way is that you believe first then you will 

see. Jesus said blessed is he that does not see, yet 

believeth. Believe is the catalyst for manifestation. 

Again, the way to receive in the kingdom is to 

give but in the world you receive when you are 

given. In the kingdom, the rule is “Give, and it shall 

be given unto you…” (Luke 6:38). As far as the Lord 

is concerned, “It is more blessed to give than to re-

ceive” (Acts 20:35). In other words, if you want to 

be blessed, be a blessing. It is not what they can do 

but what I can do. Every time you desire to re-

ceive, you must actually desire to give. In Luke 

6:38 the Lord stated the principle clearly. He said, 

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, 
and running over, shall men give into your bos-
om. For with the same measure that ye mete 
withal it shall be measured to you again.” 

(Luke 6:38) 

Contrary to the principles of Financial manage-

ment, the Kingdom principles declare,  
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“There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; 
and there is that withholdeth more than is 
meat, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal 
soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth 
shall be watered also himself.” 

(Proverbs 11:24-25) 

Withholding does not increase you; it actually 

reduces you. In the kingdom of Christ, it will be 

difficult to receive without giving. Giving is God's 

principal way of receiving, for God is a giver (John 

3:16). 

In the kingdom of God, the way up is down. If 

you want to be exalted, humble yourself. In the 

world, when you want to go up and be promoted, 

you do your best to bring others down. You keep 

the files of your colleagues until they conclude the 

promotion interview. In the Kingdom of God, if 

you want to be lifted, the rule is; go down, humble 

yourself. In Luke 14:11, Jesus said, “For whosoever 

exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth 

himself shall be exalted.” The wisest king said “before 

honour is humility” (Proverbs 15:33). James was 

more emphatic, he said, “Humble yourselves in the 

sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up” (James 

4:10). In other words, you don't need to bring oth-

ers down, you bring yourself down. If you are 

proud you cannot be lifted (Luke 22:24-27). Peter 
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did not grasp this principle and so protested when 

the Master proposed to wash his feet. The Master 

said, if I do not wash your feet, you've no part in 

me. Peter quickly re-adjusted himself; he said, 

“Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and 

my head” (John 13:9). Talking about Jesus the Bi-

ble said, 

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
but made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men: and being 
found in the fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death 
even the death of the cross. Wherefore God 
also hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
name which is above every name: that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  

(Philippians 2:5-11) 

In the kingdom of God a leader is a servant. Je-

sus taught this principle very often. He said to the 

disciples,  

“...but whosoever will be great among you, 
shall be your minister: And whosoever of 
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you will be the chiefest, shall be the servant 
of all. For even the Son of man came not be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
his life a ransom for many.” 

(Mark 10:43-45) 

In the Kingdom of God you find fulfillment 

only when you walk in the Spirit. In the world, 

you find fulfillment when you walk in the flesh. 

Those committing fornication feel on top of the 

world, those drinking and smoking think them-

selves great men. But the Kingdom of God, we are 

told, is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and 

peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost (Romans 14:17). 

Jesus said, “the last shall be first, and the first 

last.” What a puzzle to mankind. Why should the 

first be the last? Jesus explained himself with this 

parable. He said, 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
man that is an householder, which went out 
early in the morning to hire labourers into 
his vineyard. And when he had agreed with 
the labourers for a penny a day, he sent 
them into his vineyard. And he went out 
about the third hour, and saw others stand-
ing idle in the market place, and said unto 
them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and 
whatsoever is right I will give you. And they 
went their way. Again he went out about the 
sixth hour and ninth hour, and did likewise. 
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And about the eleventh hour he went out, 
and found others standing idle, and saith un-
to them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? 
They say unto him, Because no man hath 
hire us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into 
the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that 
shall ye receive. So when even was come, 
the lord of the vineyard saith unto his stew-
ard, Call the labourers, and give them their 
hire, beginning from the last unto the first. 
And when they came that were hired about 
the eleventh hour, they received every man 
a penny. But when the first came, they sup-
posed that they should have received more; 
and they likewise received every man a pen-
ny. And when they had received it, they mur-
mured against the good man of the house, 
Saying, These last have wrought but one 
hour, and thou hast made them equal unto 
us, which have borne the burden and heat of 
the day. But he answered one of them, and 
said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not 
thou agree with me for a penny? Take that 
thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this 
last, even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for 
me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine 
eye evil because I am good? So the Last shall 
be first, and the first shall be last: for many 
be called, but few chosen.” 

(Matthew 20:1-16) 

The basic law of fairness according to man is 
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“first come, first served.” Therefore, we are told 

that the first is stronger in law. But God's law 

states that “the last shall be first, and the first last.” 

This is a riddle. How do we begin to understand 

this God? The question is, Is God unjust in His 

treatment of men? That is the charge levelled 

against God by the servant. Men often charge God 

with being unjust (Romans 9:14-33).  

Apparently, God's pay is not as man sees but 

as God knows and wills. Our eyes are evil because 

we are of an evil world. Therefore we judge and 

understand from an imperfect and selfish stance. 

God is good; He cares and is full of mercy and 

grace. Therefore, He gives eternal life to all who 

come, no matter when they come, at the early call 

or the eleventh hour. If God gives us what He 

promised us, He is not unjust if He gives some-

thing greater to someone else. He is just, and He is 

enormously caring and gracious by keeping His 

Word and giving to us and to the other person. 

God's pay is not based on works and energy. It is 

based on God's grace and justice, and it is based 

on God's concern and care for all. 

In his response, to the amazement of the peo-

ple as to the unfairness of this principle, he said 

“Are your eyes evil because I am good? Do I not have a 
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right to do as I please with what is mine?” God is say-

ing neither the first nor the last has a right to the 

benevolence of the Almighty. “For all have sinned, 

and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 

None of us is entitled, as of right, to the largesse or 

the riches of the Kingdom. None could by right lay 

claim to the kingdom treasure. It is God's generos-

ity, not our labour. Whether first or last, it is for 

him to determine and we cannot take away this 

sovereign right. When the mother of James and 

John came to request for the special seats on the 

right and on the left of the LORD, Jesus said the 

granting of that request rest with the Father and 

not for Him to determine. It is not our right, but 

His gift. 

God specializes in using foolish things to con-

found the wise. This is one thing that does not 

agree with man. His foolishness is however wiser 

than the wisdom of men. How can God instruct 

people to move around a wall and shout for the 

wall to fall down? What has bathing in a river got 

to do with the cleansing of leprosy? (1 Kings 5:14). 

Why should a whole contingent of army be re-

duced to 300 men for victory to be won? (Judges 

7:2-8). How could mere noise make a whole battal-

ion to retreat and flee? (2 Kings 7:6-7). How can 
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dancers and singers bring victory on the battle-

fields? (2 Chronicles 20:21-22). How can the death 

of Christ be the redemption of the whole world? In 

1 Corinthians 1:18-21, God explained Himself. 

“For the preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us which 
are saved it is the power of God. For it is 
written, I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and will bring to nothing the under-
standing of the prudent. Where is the wise? 
Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer 
of this world? Hath not God made foolish 
the wisdom of this world? For after that in 
the wisdom of God the world by wisdom 
knew not God, it pleased God by the foolish-
ness of preaching to save them that believe.”  

(1 Corinthians 1:18-21) 

Clearly, many of the sayings of our Lord are 

not sensible as they do not appeal to our senses. 

They only take on a new meaning when viewed in 

the context of his word: “That which is highly ex-

alteth among men is abomination in the sight of 

God” (Luke16:15). The key to knowing God is en-

compassed in these few words, “That no flesh should 

glory in His presence.” This answers it all. How can 

the creature be wiser than the creator? How can 

that which was created be wiser than the one who 

made it? Jeremiah spelt it out clearly, he said: 
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“Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory 
in his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in 
this, that he understandeth and knoweth 
me, that I am the LORD which exercise lov-
ingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, 
in the earth: for in these things I delight, 
saith the LORD.” 

(Jeremiah 9:23-24) 

The man God uses is from all appearances, un-

qualified, in the eyes of men. They are usually the 

rejects, unlettered, poor but surrendered lives. He 

chose fishermen to be the bearer of the truth. Jesus 

also did not go to school. The anointing was to 

them more than sufficient. The guiding of the Ho-

ly Spirit was all they need. They spoke other men's 

tongue and the hearts of the hearers were cut. 

They rushed forward and gave their life to Christ. 

Yes, God could use the lettered and the rich, the 

brain and the beauty only if they are fully surren-

dered, to follow Christ, all the way.  

Moses was a stammerer. He felt and confessed 

that he was not qualified to lead the people of Isra-

el. He would rather have God choose somebody to 

do His bidding. But the Almighty God who saw 

his heart insisted and qualified him for a job that 

was more than a job. It was a job that required 
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more than what Moses possessed; a job that could 

cause many hearts to faint. Though he also could 

not enter the Promised Land, because he was sore-

ly provoked to act contrary to the instruction of 

the Most High, yet among the sons of men none 

was as meek as Moses. We were told Moses was 

not content with the acts of God but sought His 

ways. Yes, he did not make the Promised Land but 

he did make the promised heaven for when the 

devil contended for custody of his body, the 

LORD intervened and rebuked the devil on his be-

half.  

Evidently, the man God uses is not he that is 

wise, eloquent and flashy or an orator. He chooses 

the foolish things, the things that are despised for 

the purpose of silencing the worldly wise men. 

Have you not read, that, out of the mouth of babes 

and suckling, he ordained praises that he might si-

lence the avenger (Psalm 8:2). And that if men 

should keep quiet, he will raise stones to sing his 

praises. The world appreciates the intelligent, the 

handsome, the well to do, the well-spoken, etc but 

somehow what the world appreciates runs coun-

ter to what God appreciates. For that which is 

highly esteemed among men is abomination in the 

sight of God (Luke 16:15). 



Walking with God 72 

He chose twelve ordinary men to carry the 

most important message for mankind, why? Why 

did he speak in parables instead of plain talk to or-

dinary men following Him? He said, so that they 

may hear and not understand until they seek, like 

the Apostle sought, for explanation. 

How God could defeat Goliath, a man trained 

in the art of warfare from his youth, by a David, 

who was uncouth, inexperienced and youthful, re-

mains a mystery? God abandoned the strength of 

men and shamed the enemy through untrained 

hands. But the truth is: God specializes in using 

things that are nothing to glorify His name (1 Co-

rinthians 1:22-29). 

Why should the tabernacles of robbers pros-

per? The Psalmist said, God prospers them, why? 

He gave prosperity to robbers and the wicked to 

prove that those who want things can have them, 

but not Him. The rich man (Luke 16:19-31) went to 

hell though he received good things while on 

earth. If a man does not care for the presence of 

God, God will not compel him to stay but He does 

not deny him access to the good things of life 

while he lives. Why? So that on the last days none 

is with excuse for he grants the desire of every 

one. In Psalm 145:9,15-17, the Bible says,  
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“The LORD is good to all: and his tender 
mercies are over all his works. The eyes of all 
wait upon thee; and thou givest them their 
meat in due season. Thou openest thine 
hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living 
thing. The LORD is righteous in all his ways, 
and holy in all his works.”  

(Psalm 145:9,15-17) 

Whatever you want, you get. The prodigal son 

craved for riches that he did not labour for, he was 

given. It was repentance that rescued him from the 

dead and secured for him a relationship with the 

father; his material possession availed nothing. In 

Psalm 92:5-6, David said, “Oh Lord how deep are thy 

works! and thy thoughts are very deep. A brutish man 

knoweth not; neither doth a fool understand this”. 

The law of battle ordained by God is to do 

nothing. Many times when God's people face bat-

tle or challenges requiring enormous resources pa-

tently beyond their power, God always asked 

them to do nothing. The refrain is always “stand 

still and see the salvation of the Lord.” Saul was 

asked to wait, he couldn't and went to battle thus 

setting in motion his dethronement. Hold the fort, 

I am soon coming, says the Lord of hosts. Those 

who do not know how to wait for the LORD, suf-

fer the consequence of impatience. The law of bat-
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tle was stated with clarity in Deuteronomy 20:1-4. 

It says, 

“When thou goest to battle against thine en-
emies, and seest horses, and chariots, and a 
people more than thou, be not afraid of 
them: for the LORD  thy God is with thee, 
which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. And it shall be, when ye are come 
nigh unto the battle, that the priest shall ap-
proach and speak unto the people, And shall 
say unto them, Hear, O Israel, ye approach 
this day unto battle against your enemies: let 
not your hearts faint, fear not, and do not 
tremble, neither be ye terrified because of 
them; For the LORD your God is he that 
goeth with you, to fight for you against your 
enemies, to save you.”  

(Deuteronomy 20:1-4) 

All that Moses spoke to the people when they 

were pursued to the brink of the red sea was:  

“Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salva-
tion of the LORD, which he will show to you 
today: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen 
today, ye shall see them no more forever. 
The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall 
hold your peace.”  

(Exodus 14:13-14) 

The law of battle is simply not saving a drown-

ing man until he has expended all his energy and 
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failed in saving himself. As long as he is still 

strong, he considers himself capable of any feat. 

Your interference is as the help of an interloper. 

He can do without you. And since God is the help-

er of the helpless, he allows you to try out your 

subterfuge and only when you turn to him, seek-

ing for His help, when you confess your helpless-

ness, your inability to help yourself because heav-

en will not help those who can help themselves, 

only then will God intervene.  

It therefore becomes sensible that to prove our 

helplessness, God employs unusual method such 

as singers to fight a battle, hoping that we would 

wake up from our slumber and realize that our 

ways are not his ways, nor our thoughts his 

thoughts. The two are far from each other, as the 

heavens are higher than the earth. Only in this 

light can we understand how a David could con-

front a Goliath and give resounding victory to his 

nation. How mere noise could drive out a battal-

ion running for their lives and abandoning their 

horses and wealth for the children of God to take 

over, remains a mystery only to those who do not 

know God (2 Kings 7:6-7). 

Clearly, many of the sayings of our Lord are 

not sensible as they do not appeal to our senses. 
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They only take a new meaning if viewed in the 

context of his words; that whatever is highly es-

teemed among men is abomination in the sight of 

God (Luke 16:15).  This translates into this that, the 

way we think is different from the way God 

thinks. His ways are still not our ways! Why? 

“Because the foolishness of God is wiser 
than men; and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men. For ye see your calling, 
brethren, how that not many wise men after 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, 
are called: But God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the wise; 
and God hath chosen the weak things of the 
world to confound the things which are 
mighty. And base things of the world, and 
things which are despised, hath God chosen, 
yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are: That no flesh should 
glory in his presence.” 

(1 Corinthians 1:26-29) 
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T hree crucial things to know about God are His 

giving, holiness and love attributes. When we 

say we want to be like somebody, obviously we 

are not talking about his physique, (though this 

may sometime be desirable) but wish to be like 

Him in words, in thoughts and in action. We talk 

about the nature of the person, His character and 

His attitude. To be like the Lord is to be con-

formed to Him (Galatians 4:19). To do things that 

he does, say what He says, act the way He acts 

and think like Him. Apostle Paul said, “Let this 

mind be in you which was also in Christ Je-

sus” (Philippians 2:5).  

I think it is imperative, before we say we want 

to be like somebody that we should understand 
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that person and make up our mind whether we re-

ally desire to be like him. It is therefore important 

that we seek to know His ways and His thoughts, 

if indeed; it is our desire to resemble Him. This, I 

think, was the preoccupation of the Psalmist when 

he said, “Let the words of my mouth and the medita-

tion of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O 

LORD” (Psalm 19:20). 

When Paul cried out in Philippians 3:10, saying 

“that I may know Him and the power of his resurrec-

tion and the fellowship of his suffering, being made con-

formable unto his death,” he was not talking about 

believing in Christ, for he was already a believer. 

He was talking about understanding God and be-

ing conformed to Christ in every area of his life. 

He wanted to be like the Lord in words, in acts 

and in thoughts. The Apostle, in 2 Corinthians 

3:18, says, “But we all, with open face beholding as in 

a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 

image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord.” To know somebody is to know his charac-

ter. When we understand the nature of God, our 

cry would be, Lord I want to be more like you, in 

holiness, in love and in giving. These three attrib-

utes define God more than any other attributes 

you may think of. 
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First, talking about holiness it should be clearly 

understood by all that the power of God is not 

available to protect sinners. This moral was 

brought home forcefully to the Israelites during 

one of their incessant warfares with their avowed 

enemy, the Philistines. Though we sing 'God never 

fails'. He does fail, deliberately, where we fail to 

keep to His word. When we are disobedient to 

Him, God also prefers to watch and do nothing in 

moment of crisis. In fact, He said he would laugh 

at our calamities when we fail to heed his words 

(Proverbs 1:22-33). One major character of God 

worth knowing therefore is His holiness. In 1 Sam-

uel 4:1-11, when the nation of Israel confronted the 

Philistines, four thousands chosen men of Israel 

were slain. They then thought it wise to take the 

Ark of God with them to the battlefield, believing 

that God would make a difference but they were 

wrong. When it was all over, thirty thousand men 

of Israel were counted among the slain.  

What went wrong? They did not provide God 

a platform to fight their battle. God had protested 

the immoral lifestyles of the sons of Eli, the spir-

itual father of Israel at the time. Eli did nothing. 

God warned them through the young Samuel that 

he would do something that would make the ears 
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of all to tingle because of the sins of Eli's children 

which he knew of. They dared Him to do as He 

pleased. Eli said to Samuel “It is the LORD, let him 

do what pleases him.” Rather than call his children 

to order and insist on their repentance, they were 

allowed to continue in their immoral conduct and 

lustful disposition towards meat and women with-

out restraint. 

Remember also Samson. He was endowed 

with strength and did exploit of no mean magni-

tude but when he married sin and forsook good 

counsel, God departed. He did not even know that 

God was gone. He said to himself “I will arise as 

at other times” but he was greatly mistaken, the 

one who empowered him left without notice and 

he became mince meat for the enemy.  

Achan was a young man with eyes full of cov-

etousness. He saw a good Babylonian garment 

and without consultation took and hid it among 

his stuff, thinking no one would ever know. The 

nation of Israel suffered serious setback on ac-

count of this as God refused to go out with them 

anymore. The platform which God required was 

demolished and God withdrew. They suffered de-

feat in the hands of Ai, a smaller nation compared 

to the other mighty nations they have conquered. 
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Until the platform was corrected, God said to Josh-

ua, “I will no more go out with you.”  

All these underscore the need for holiness, 

which is the platform required by God to fight our 

battle. When the question of sin is dealt with, there 

is nothing beyond our God. Hezekiah and Joshua 

were men of like passion, who in their days 

moved the hands of God and things happened. 

Prophet Isaiah rightly said,  

“Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid his face from you, that he 
will not hear.” 

(Isaiah 59:1-2) 

In our quest to know God, holiness is indis-

pensable. It is written, “follow peace with all men, 

and holiness, without which no man shall see the 

Lord” (Hebrews 12:14). The four Heavenly crea-

tures saw nothing else to admire in God apart 

from holiness. So they rest not day and night, say-

ing, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty, which was 

and is and is to come” (Revelation 4:6). Do you real-

ly want to know God? Be Holy! 

Second thing worth knowing about God is His 

Love. The Bible says “Beloved, let us love one anoth-
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er: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born 

of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth 

not God; for God is Love”  (1 John 4:7-8). Further-

more, we are told in 1 John 4:20-21  

“If a man say, I love God, and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can he 
love God whom he hath not seen? And this 
commandment have we from him, that he 
who loveth God love his brother also.” 

(1 John 4:20-21) 

Jesus said in John 15:12-14,  

“This is my commandment, That ye love one 
another, as I have loved you. Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you.”  

(John 15:12-14) 

The love of God is unfathomable as espoused 

by Prophet Hosea's marriage. Gomer walked out 

of her matrimonial home preferring the night 

crawling and rat infested life to that of love grown 

home. Imagine the husband looking for the wife 

amidst the prostitutes in the late night hours. God 

said we are the apple of his eyes, he cannot let go. 

The love of God is undeserving. It is the love of 

the Father for the prodigal son. It is deep and un-

explainable. The practical side of love is that it is 
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not about us but about others. It is not what will 

happen to us but what we happen to them, if we 

do not care.  

The third character of God worth knowing is 

His giving habit. Many of us know God is Holy, 

many also know God is Love, but few truly know 

him as a Giver. That God is an incurable giver is 

well stated in John 3:16 “For God so loved the world 

that He gave…” Giving is the very character of 

God. Giving pleases God, for giving is of the very 

nature of God. God gave. You can give without 

loving but no one can love without giving. The 

giving that is acceptable to God is one that is pre-

ceded by love hence the Bible declares, “God loves 

a cheerful giver” (Acts 20:35). Love is proven by ac-

tion. Love cannot be known unless it is demon-

strated by deeds of compassion and giving. Love 

demands sacrificial giving. In fact, there is no love 

unless there is sacrificial giving. 

Giving actually excites God to do what he 

would not ordinarily have done. The Shunamite 

woman, in 2 Kings 4:8-10, on her own, invited Eli-

sha to a feast and she got a child in return. Cor-

nelius is another man that demonstrated his un-

derstanding of God. Though a Gentile, he gave 

and gave and God took notice of him as a man 
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that knew Him (Acts 10:1-2). Hannah was in Shi-

loh year in year out but the year she vowed to give 

the child to God, there was response from heaven 

and she conceived. The giver that is acceptable to 

God is one who gives deliberately, not grudgingly, 

nor from compulsion (2 Corinthians 9:1-7). 

The Macedonians were a great example of sac-

rificial giving because they gave beyond their abil-

ity (2 Corinthians 8:1-9). They gave despite their 

terrible trial and they gave liberally. They gave be-

yond their ability and they did it willingly. They 

gave instantly, begging for the privilege to share. 

Apostle Paul explained that the Macedonians in 

fact pleaded for the privilege of sharing their 

wealth with other believers and they gave them-

selves to the Lord and to others.  

Why is giving so important? In Paul's words, it 

tests the sincerity of our love for God and others. 

How we handle material wealth is a barometer of 

our spiritual health. The Corinthians church was a 

church that had a lot of gifts but they lacked the 

character of God relative to giving. Paul had to 

write to them on this most important subject in 2 

Corinthians 8:1-9. He told the Corinthians: The 

other graces abound in you, therefore the grace of 

giving is to abound in you also. He challenged 
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them to prove the sincerity of their love through 

giving. 

Giving is not restricted to friends, it extends to 

the enemies. This is one area believers are encour-

aged to be perfect even as our heavenly Father is 

perfect (Mathew 5:42-48). He caused the rain to 

fall on the righteous as well as the wicked. Ro-

mans 12:20 says, “If your enemy hungers feed him, if 

he thirsts give him drinks for in so doing you will heap 

coals of fire on his head.” In this sense giving is a 

weapon even against your enemies.  

Giving is also not restricted to when you have 

abundance, even the little in your hands, if given 

out, could be a source of blessing. Remember the 

widow at Zarephat in 1 Kings 17:8-16. Giving ex-

cites God and it leads to abundance. It is not the 

quantity but the quality that counts in the sight of 

God. “For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted 

according to that a man hath, and not according to that 

he hath not” (2 Corinthians 8:12). Let a man give ac-

cording to what he hath not what he does not 

have. Any opportunity to give is actually an op-

portunity to receive. Jesus said, if you love me 

keep my commandments. To show our love for 

God demands compliance with his command-

ments or his principles. To claim to love God and 
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to reject his principles is deceit. Christ said if you 

love me you will do my commandments. Some 

people say you can accept the person of Christ and 

reject his principles and still go to heaven, I think 

not. 
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T he danger of not knowing the Lord was pow-

erfully brought home to us through the sober-

ing account of the ten virgins. The Lord Jesus said 

in Matthew 25:1-12, 

“Then shall the kingdom of heaven be lik-
ened unto ten virgins, which took their 
lamps, and went forth to meet the bride-
groom. And five of them were wise, and five 
were foolish. They that were foolish took 
their lamps, and took no oil with them:  But 
the wise took oil in their vessels with their 
lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they 
all slumbered and slept. And at midnight 
there was a cry made, Behold, the bride-
groom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then 
all those virgins arose, and trimmed their 
lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, 
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Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone 
out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; 
lest there be not enough for us and you: but 
go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for 
yourselves. And while they went to buy, the 
bridegroom came; and they that were ready 
went in with him to the marriage: and the 
door was shut. Afterward came also the oth-
er virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But 
he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I 
know you not.” 

(Matthew 25:1-12) 

From this account, it was apparent that the five 

foolish virgins had their own lamps and it was 

burning at a time. They did not intend to walk in 

other people's light. They had their own. They 

were not refused entry because they slept, the oth-

er five virgins also slept. When they begged for oil 

and were refused they did not become despondent 

or discouraged, they went in search of the oil and 

found it because they came back to request to en-

ter and see the bridegroom. So they were not re-

fused entry because they did not have oil.  

How then do we explain the predicament of 

the five foolish virgins? Some commenting on this 

parable of the ten virgins have said it will take 

more than being born again, more than speaking 

in tongues, more than holiness, more than pay-
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ment of tithes and offering, more than praying, 

more than reading of the Bible, more than being 

filled with the Holy spirit etc to make it to heaven. 

It has been said that it will take extra preparation 

to make it to heaven and the question is: what is 

this extra preparation? 

Note that there was no visible difference be-

tween the virgins except for the extra oil which the 

wise virgins carried in their vessels, which became 

important only because the Bridegroom tarried. 

This is telling us the journey may be longer than we 

expect and it may indeed be very short. They all had 

lamps filled with oil at the start and they were all 

called to participate in the marriage feast. The bride-

groom did not come while their lamps were burn-

ing, and now their lamps had used up all the oil 

they had. The lack of provision by the foolish could 

not be seen until the Bridegroom actually came. 

Whatever the additional oil stands for, the foolish 

virgins went out to buy and they got it and came 

back to demand entry, but were refused. Why? 

Remember they all slumbered and slept. This 

is true throughout life. Even the wise grow weary 

and find it difficult to stay awake and alert, to stay 

at peak performance all the time. Two things; I 

perceive, demand our attention from this passage.  
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The first point of major concern is verse 12. 

What have the foolish virgins left undone to war-

rant being told by the LORD “Verily, I say unto you 

I know you not.” If the LORD had said, Sister Janet 

or Sister Rebecca, you are late again, I have told you 

over and over again not to be coming late to fellow-

ship, that would have been understandable but to 

say I know you not requires further probing.  

It is not as if the Lord is careless in this matter. 

He knows his own. In John 10:14 He said “I am the 

good shepherd, and know my sheep.” In Isaiah 43:1 He 

said, “I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy 

name: thou art mine.” In Genesis 18:19, talking of 

Abraham, God said, “I know him.” In Exodus 33:12 

talking about Moses, God said “I know thee by 

name.” In 2 Timothy 2:19, the Bible says,  

“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth 
sure having this seal; the Lord knoweth them 
that are his and let every one that nameth the 
name of Christ depart from iniquity.”  

(2 Timothy 2:19) 

The moral of the ten virgins' story is that in our 

walk with God we should know Him. It is in 

knowing Him that He gets to know us. Do you 

know Him? So we are warned in Luke 13:24-27:  

“Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for 
many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, 
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and shall not be able. When once the Master 
of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the 
door, and ye begin to stand without, and to 
knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open 
to us; and he shall answer and say unto you, 
I know you not whence ye are: then shall ye 
begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy 
presence, and thou hast taught in our 
streets. But he shall say, I tell you, I know 
you not whence ye are; depart from me, all 
ye workers of iniquity.” 

(Luke 13:24-27) 

Jesus classifies a virgin as a worker of iniquity; 

because she does not know the Lord. 

How did we know that the foolish virgins did 

not know God? Verse 10 says: “And while they went 

to buy…” This is the crux of the matter. Yes, they 

could go and buy oil, though it was in the middle 

of the night, because they have money. They for-

got Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace are ye saved 

through faith and that not of yourselves it is the gift of 

God: Not of works lest any man should boast.” Is there 

pride in your heart because of what you have ac-

complished with which you could buy the oil? Or 

are you humble enough to ask the Lord for oil? 

Ephesians 5:14 says, “Wherefore he saith, Awake thou 

that sleepeth, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 

give thee light.” They were disobedient in the sense 
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that they were not fully dependent on God for 

their provision. They had money so they could go 

and buy the oil. But Isaiah 55:1 says, “Ho, every one 

that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath 

no money, come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine 

and milk without money and without price.”  

The ten virgins forgot grace. They wanted jus-

tice. I am a virgin, qualified to receive the Bride-

groom, if it is only oil that I lack, I go get it. Don't 

buy the oil with your own money; ask for the oil 

without money and without price. He that giveth 

wine and milk without money will also give oil 

without measure. There was pride in the hearts of 

the virgins. They were not humble enough to ask 

the LORD for oil. And don't ask your co-travelers 

for oil, ask the LORD.  

They should have waited for the Lord to renew 

their strength. Instead they turn to their co-

travelers and were disappointed. They wanted jus-

tice so they demanded that the door be opened. 

They forgot grace. It is not human effort that will 

get us to heaven but the grace of God. They 

should have turned to the Lord: but they were 

proud and so they went to buy though it was in 

the middle of the night. The Bible talks of people 

who being ignorant of God's righteousness, and 
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going about to establish their own righteousness, 

have not submitted themselves unto the righteous-

ness of God (Romans 10:3). The righteousness of 

Christ is the only oil that lights the lamp of life. 

The righteousness of Christ is the only oil that is 

acceptable to God. A person who depends only 

upon the oil in his lamp or life, who does not se-

cure additional oil, is foolish, as foolish as the fool-

ish virgins - for the Bridegroom shall come.  

They forgot it was amazing grace, that saved the 

wretched of the earth and made the blind to see. 

And since the Bible says God seeth the proud from 

afar of, the Lord did not acknowledge them. James 

4:6 says “GOD resisteth the proud but giveth grace unto 

the humble.” They forgot Micah 6:8 which says, “He 

hath shown you, O man what is good and what the Lord 

requires of you, but to do justly and to love mercy and to 

walk humbly with thy God.” They forgot that the Lord 

said, “If my people, which are called by my name, shall 

humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face and turn 

from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 

will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).  

They should have waited and simply told the 

Lord “Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to the 

cross I cling, naked come to the dress. Helpless 

flee to thee for grace. Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
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thou must save and thou alone.” 

It is obvious that not all that started the race 

will finish the race. Not all that started will finish 

well. The story of the ten virgins taught us clearly 

that not knowing God and God not “knowing” us 

could cost us a lot, including our ultimate goal: 

heaven. The five foolish virgins did not know 

God. Had it been they knew Him they would have 

been prepared, knowing that he could come at any 

time. Revelation 16:15 says: “Behold, I come as a 

thief. Blessed is He that watcheth, and keepeth his gar-

ments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.” In 

Revelation 19:7, “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give 

honour to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 

and his wife hath made herself ready.”  

The door is still open but it will not remain 

open forever. It will be shut. Only the ready, the 

genuine guests will be secured in the joy of the 

great marriage feast. The unprepared will find the 

door shut in order to exclude them. When Christ 

returns, something will be clearly seen - the fool-

ish within the Kingdom, those who have false pro-

fession within the Church, shall be separated from 

the wise. 
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SECRETS TO KNOWING GOD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T he first requirement to knowing God is sober-

ness. This is a state of meditative thinking, 

marked by circumspection and self restraint. We 

need to study to be quiet. The Bible encourages 

quietness. In Isaiah 30:15 we read, “For thus saith 

the LORD GOD, the Holy One of Israel; in returning 

and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confi-

dence shall be your strength.” Soberness, therefore, is 

of major importance. Apostle Peter said, “Be sober, 

be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roar-

ing lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may de-

vour” (1 Peter 5:8).  

What motivated Peter to write these words? 

What did he see that made him to pen down these 

words for us? His antecedents did not qualify him 
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to be the writer of these words. Why did we say 

so? Peter, it was, who when the Lord was walking 

on the water said “if it be you, bid me come.” And 

Jesus said, “come”. He walked on the water until 

the water became boisterous and he stopped look-

ing at Jesus and started to sink. He was impetu-

ous. Peter, it was, who when the Master was 

washing the feet of the disciples said “you will not 

wash my feet.” And when Jesus said, if I wash not 

your feet, you have no part in me, Peter said; wash 

not my feet only but my hands and my head as 

well.  

Peter, it was, who on the mount of transfigura-

tion suddenly waking up from “a deep slumber” 

blurted out “Master, it is good that we are here let 

us build three tabernacles, one for you, one for 

Moses and one for Elijah and the Bible said “not 

knowing what to say” (Mark 9:6). Peter, it was, 

who said to Jesus though all be offended and 

abandoned you, yet I will not. Before the cock 

crew, he had denied the Lord, with curses and an 

oath, three times. Peter, it was who, when the 

Lord announced to the disciples that he would 

suffer many things and be crucified, took the Mas-

ter aside and rebuked him, saying, this shall not 

happen to you. We could say he was too forward. 
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But an aged and matured Peter had seen with 

the benefit of hindsight, that soberness is a great 

strength. That the enemy we are confronted with 

should be dealt with meditatively and not rashly. 

It takes soberness to appreciate that I may be cast-

ing out demons and yet be unacceptable in the 

kingdom of heaven. It takes soberness to appreci-

ate that I may be preaching to others and yet be a 

cast away. It takes soberness to examine myself 

whether I am in the faith (2 Corinthians 13:5). My 

friend, take time to think, to ponder, and thought-

fully consider the most engaging and important 

race of life you are engaged in. How are you far-

ing? Be sober. Apostle Paul said “For I say, through 

the grace given unto me, to every man that is among 

you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 

think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 

to every man the measure of faith” (Romans 12:3). 

Elijah sought God in the most obvious places 

but could not find him. God was located in the 

most unlikely place; in the quiet and sober place 

where the heart of men could be touched.   

“And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the 
mount before the LORD. And, behold, the 
LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind 
rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the 
rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was 
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not in the wind: and after the wind an earth-
quake; but the LORD was not in the earth-
quake: And after the earthquake a fire; but 
the LORD was not in the fire: and after the 
fire a still small voice. And it was so, when 
Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in 
his mantle, and went out, and stood in the 
entering in of the cave. And behold, there 
came a voice unto him, and said, What doest 
thou here, Elijah?”  

(1 Kings 19:11-13) 

Second, knowing God requires that we become 

as a child. The Lord Jesus said in Matthew 18:3-6,  

“Verily I say unto you, except ye be convert-
ed, and become as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Who-
soever therefore shall humble himself as this 
little child, the same is greatest in the king-
dom of heaven.” 

(Matthew 18:3-4) 

To be converted is one thing, to gain the 

knowledge of the most high requires that we be-

come as little children. Until we become as little 

children we miss knowing God. Apostle Peter also 

said, “As new born babies desire the sincere milk of the 

word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 Peter 2:2). Until 

we become like babies, we risk missing God. God 

needs a Tabular Rasa to imprint His knowledge. 

We need to become as little children to walk with 
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God and know him intimately. Our mind requires 

a renewal. The Bible says we should renew our 

thought process. Apostle Paul said in Romans 

12:2, “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 

prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 

will of God.” To know the Lord therefore requires 

that we become like little children. This is the only 

way to enter into the kingdom. Jesus said,  

“Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom 
of God. Verily I say unto you, whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child, he shall not enter therein.” 

(Mark 10:14-15) 

A man has to approach God and receive God's 

kingdom into his life just like a little child, or else 

“he shall not enter the eternal kingdom of God.” 

The nature, character and traits that are essential 

to get into heaven are seen in little children. A lit-

tle child is dependent and trusting. A little child is 

responsive and submissive. A little child is obedi-

ent and learning. A little child is humble and for-

giving. To get into the lifestyle of God and aligned 

our thought process with His, require that we be-

come like children. A complete change of our 

thought process is what we need. As long as we 
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hold tenaciously to the wisdom of men, which the 

devil claims will make us to be as wise as God, we 

cannot resemble Him. Only children grow, many 

are grown up and have become impervious to 

change.  Jesus said, 

“I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast re-
vealed them unto babes. Even so, Father: for 
so it seemed good in thy sight.” 

(Matthew 11:25) 

Until we abandon the wisdom of the world 

and embrace that which is foolish, according to the 

standard of the world, we cannot know God. 

Herein lies the problem of disobedience. We find it 

difficult to obey God because we are set on our 

ways. If it feels and looks right we say it must be 

right. But God is not moved by feelings or by 

sight. He is Spirit! 

Third, to know God requires that we walk in 

the Spirit. The Bible said God is a Spirit and they 

that worship Him must worship him in spirit and 

in truth (John 4:24). Walking in the spirit signifies 

a dethronement of the five senses and doing 

things in accordance with the dictates of the Holy 

Spirit. Whether we like it or not, the truth is; the 

more we walk with our senses, the farther we are 



The Knowledge of God 101 

from walking in the spirit. Prophet Ezekiel 

demonstrated clearly how we should walk in the 

spirit. In the book of Ezekiel chapter 37, the Lord 

spoke to the prophet and asked him a question 

about bones, not just bones, dry bones in the val-

ley. God asked him, Can these bones live? Natu-

rally these are bones of dead men and the answer 

should have been; they cannot. But Ezekiel had 

learnt to walk in the spirit, so he replied “thou 

knowest”. And God proceeded to guide him on 

what to do to resurrect the dry bones and an ex-

ceeding great army rose up from the valley of dry 

bones.  

Walking in the spirit requires a jettisoning of 

our senses. This translates to being a fool in the 

eyes of the world but qualifies us to receive the 

wisdom from above which is foolishness to man-

kind. Was Christ not a fool when he allowed the 

people He created to slap him and smite him on 

his cheeks and spit on Him when he had the pow-

er to disallow them? Not that he was powerless, 

but he chose to suffer, in order to fulfill the will of 

God. Jesus said, “I have power to lay it (my life) 

down, and I have power to take it again” (John 10:18). 

Yet to please the Father, He allowed suffering and 

endured it at the highest level. The be-all and end-
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all of Christianity is about doing away with the 

wisdom of this world and learning to become a 

fool. Hence Christians are commanded to pray for 

their enemies; to give food and drink to them that 

spitefully use them. This does not accord with 

common sense. It is not sense. It is illogical. It is 

unwise, humanly speaking. But it is the way of 

God. Are you ready to walk with Him? The Scrip-

ture says,  

“There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit... For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God.” 

(Romans 8:1,14)  

Walking in the spirit is imperative for all chil-

dren of God. To know the things of God we need 

the spirit of God.  

“For what man knoweth the things of a man, 
save the spirit of man which is in him? Even 
so the things of God knoweth no man, but 
the spirit of God. Now we have received, not 
the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is 
of God; that we might know the things that 
are freely given to us of God.”  

(1 Corinthians 2:11-12) 

Fourth, knowing God requires commitment. 

Without commitment, nothing is achieved. Why 
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would a young man of marriageable age prefer 

casual sex to marriage? It is because he is not 

ready to be committed. Commitment is readiness 

to take responsibility regardless of the cost. Jona-

than demonstrated commitment to the son of Jes-

se, David. He knew the success of David was to all 

intent and purposes, his ruin and denial to the 

throne of Israel. But he was ready. His father re-

buked him sharply saying,  

“Thou son of the perverse rebellious wom-
an, do not I know that thou hast chosen the 
son of Jesse to thine own confusion, and un-
to the confusion of thy mother's nakedness? 
For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon 
the ground, thou shalt not be established, 
nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now send and 
fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die. 
And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and 
said unto him, Wherefore shall he be slain? 
What hath he done? And Saul cast a javelin 
at him to smite him...” 

(1 Samuel 20:30-33) 

Jonathan was committed to David. He did not 

allow his personal ambition to override his com-

mitment to a friend. He chose to be committed. No 

wonder David in his lamentation over Jonathan 

said, “I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: 

very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me 
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was wonderful, passing the love of women. How are the 

mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished!” (2 

Samuel 1:26-27). 

Relationships that endure are founded on com-

mitment not on quid pro quo. A man throws out 

his wife because she has not given birth to chil-

dren; lack of commitment. Commitment to mar-

riage suffers because the husband is not employed 

or does not have a regular job. Our level of com-

mitment is graphically shown in the increase of 

single parenting. Why are our women raising chil-

dren all alone or having children from two or 

three men? This is principally due to lack of com-

mitment on either side. Any relationship that is 

not rooted in commitment is come easy, go easy. 

Many people exercise restraint towards casual sex 

today not because they fear God but because they 

fear AIDS. They are not like Joseph or the three 

Hebrew Children who chose to be committed, 

even in a strange land, at the risk of their personal 

safety and comfort.  

Fifth, to know God requires that we fear God. 

He that does not fear God cannot know Him. The 

Bible says, “The secret of the Lord is with those who 

fear Him, and He will show them His cove-

nant” (Psalm 25:14). In Proverbs 1:7, we are told 
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that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge.” When you fear God, you will come to 

know Him more intimately. Proverbs 2:5 says 

“Fear the Lord, and you will gain knowledge of God.” 

The Lord is saying we cannot even begin to know 

Him on intimate terms, until we fear Him. In other 

words, an intimate relationship and friendship 

with God will not even begin until the fear of God 

is firmly planted in our hearts. To fear God is to 

obey Him, even when it does not seem to be to our 

advantage. When we fear Him, He calls us friend, 

and reveals the why, or the intentions and desires 

of His heart. 

To know God requires that we must be sober. 

It requires that we become as a child. It requires 

that we walk in the spirit. And above all, it re-

quires commitment and that we fear God. 
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WHEN YOU KNOW GOD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K nowledge puffs up (1 Corinthians 8:1) but 

the true knowledge of God humbles a man, 

not to esteem himself or herself more highly than 

he or she is (Romans 12:3). For what did you have 

that you have not received? The truth is, the more 

you know Him, the more apparent it becomes that 

you do not know him enough. Job said  

“I have heard of thee by the hearing of the 
ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Where-
fore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes.” 

(Job 42:5-6) 

Job thought he knew God but when he saw 

God; he confessed he had heretofore knew him 

not. However, as we know Him, it is expected that 

we should adjust our lifestyles to conform to his 
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image, his character and be rightly called Chris-

tians. To become like Jesus, the image of His Son, 

is the eternal purpose of God. John said in John 

1:12 that “But as many as received him to them gave he 

power to become the sons of God, even to them that be-

lieve on his name.”  

The knowledge of God should inspire genuine 

worship in spirit and in truth, for the Father see-

keth such to worship Him. As we know, we need 

to adjust our lifestyles to meet His approval rating. 

But now we understand how storms are created. 

We map solar systems and transplant hearts. We 

measure the depths of the oceans and send signals 

to distant planets. We have studied the system and 

are learning how it works. And for some, the loss 

of mystery has led to the loss of majesty. The more 

we know, the less we believe. Strange, don't you 

think?  

Knowledge of the workings shouldn't negate 

wonder. Knowledge should stir wonder. Who has 

more reason to worship than the astronomer who 

has seen the stars? Ironically, the more we know, 

the less we worship. We are more impressed with 

our discovery of the light switch than with the one 

who invented electricity. Rather than worship the 

Creator, we worship the creation (Romans 1:25). 



The Knowledge of God 109 

The modern scientist has lost God amid the won-

ders of his world; we Christians have lost God 

amid the wonders of His word. No wonder, there 

is no wonder. It's all figured out. 

The hallmark of knowledge is in its applica-

tion. As we know Him therefore we must be care-

ful to cultivate him and ensure that He knows us. 

It is as we apply the knowledge acquired, correct-

ly, that God gets to know us. The danger of know-

ing God lies powerfully in our not obeying. God 

asked, “Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the 

robbers? did not the LORD, he against whom we have 

sinned? For they would not walk in his ways, neither 

were they obedient unto his law” (Isaiah 42:24). 

Interestingly, Apostle Paul said in the latter 

days of his ministry that “…for I know whom I have 

believed, and I am persuaded that he is able to keep that 

which I have committed unto him against that day” (2 

Timothy 1:12). He now knows the Lord. Since his 

following was based on knowledge, he could say:  

“Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or per-
secution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we 
are killed all the day long; we are accounted 
as sheep for the slaughter. Nay in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through 
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Him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that 
neither  death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

(Romans 8:35-39) 

He concluded by saying, 

“And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit 
unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that 
shall befall me there: save that the Holy 
Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that 
bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of 
these things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish 
my course with joy, and the ministry, which I 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify 
the gospel of the grace of God.” 

(Acts 20:22-24) 

When we know the Lord, the risk of parting is 

distant and less probable. Challenges pale into in-

significance, if we are obedient to the One whom 

we believe.  Apostle Paul, basking in his obedience 

to the one he believed, cited the tribulations that 

attended his faith in the Lord. He said,  

“…in stripes above measure, in prisons more 
frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five 
times received I forty stripes save one. 
Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I 
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stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night 
and a day I have been in the deep; in jour-
neyings often, in perils of robbers, in perils 
by mine own country men, in perils by the 
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren; in weariness and 
painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger 
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and na-
kedness.”  

(2 Corinthians 11:23-27) 

This explains why the Bible says in Daniel 

11:32 “...but the people that do know their God shall be 

strong, and, do exploits.” Ask: 

 Job, who despite his losses, refuses to accede to 

the request of his wife that he should curse 

God and die. Rather than do this, he opened 

his mouth and said, though he slay me, yet 

will I trust in Him (Job 13:15). He knew some-

thing about his God that makes his confidence 

unshakable. 

 Daniel, who went into the den of lions, which 

portended certain death yet he came back alive 

because he knew His God. 

 Shadrack, Meshack and Abednego who refused 

to bow to worship Nebuchadnezzar's golden 

image and chose death in order to honour 
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God. God proved himself strong on their be-

half. 

 David, who confronted Goliath when the 

strong and the mighty in Israel were shivering 

like leaves before the uncircumcised philis-

tines. 

 Peter, who chose to sleep, though the death 

sentence was waiting to be executed the fol-

lowing day. How could he sleep? He slept be-

cause he knew His God. 

 Paul, who, despite the prophetic affirmation 

that the owner of a particular girdle, which 

was his, shall suffer certain deprivations in the 

hands of the unbelievers, remained adamant 

and went to the forbidden territory but came 

back alive with testimonies of the goodness of 

the Lord. 

 Paul and Silas, who found themselves in pris-

on and instead of moaning and being sullen, 

chose to pray and to praise God. God showed 

up and liberated them from the shackles of the 

enemy. 

Only those who know their God can indeed do 

exploits. There is a kind of confidence that ooze 

out of knowing God. Only those who know their 
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God can earnestly contend for the faith that was 

once delivered unto the saints. Only those who 

know Him can live for Him. In 2 Corinthians 5:14 -

15 Apostle Paul said, “And that He died for all, that 

they which live should not henceforth live unto them-

selves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose 

again.” Did Jesus die for you? If Jesus died for you, 

you are a debtor. If Jesus died for you, it is your 

responsibility to live for Him. Many are not living 

for Jesus because they do not know Him and what 

he did for them. 

The problem of modern man is not availability 

of information but the utilization of the infor-

mation at his disposal. What is the extent of the 

smoothening effect of information on man's rela-

tionship with His maker? We now have access to 

better and quality information and every day the 

world of ignorance is assailed by research and 

findings made available to mankind. It is in the ar-

ea of our relationship and interaction with the in-

formation at our beck and call that we are found 

wanting. This was pointed out by our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He said,   

“Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to 
his disciples, Saying, the scribes and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses seat: All therefore 
whatsoever they bid you observe, that ob-
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serve and do; but do not ye after their 
works: for they say, and do not. For they 
bind heavy burdens and grievous to be 
borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but 
they themselves will not move them with 
one of their fingers. But all their works they 
do for to be seen of men: they make broad 
their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders 
of their garments, And love the uppermost 
rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the 
synagogues, And greetings in the markets, 
and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.” 

(Matthew 23:1-7) 

The Pharisees had information but they had 

problem relating to it. What is the effect of the lack 

of the synchronization? They say and they do not. 

They actually do something but what they do is 

tangentially opposed to what they know they 

should do. The Bible says, “For the earnest expecta-

tion of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the 

sons of God” (Romans 8:19). The expectation is for 

those who will live by what they say; who, like 

God will honour their word above their names. 

Today, the gap analysis between what we say and 

what we do is so wide that we are no longer taken 

serious by the world. We no longer impact our im-

mediate community, where we live, the way we 

should, all because we say and do not. 
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These verses of the scripture are the most se-

vere attack Christ ever spoke against a people. Je-

sus is condemning false religion and teachers, but 

not the truth. False teachers can and do teach some 

truth. The truth is to be obeyed, no matter who 

teaches it. The truth and our duty to obey it are 

not invalidated just because a hypocrite teaches it. 

Jesus is saying that teaching the truth does not 

mean that a person is acceptable to God. Being ac-

ceptable to God depends upon one thing and one 

thing alone: living the truth. A man may teach the 

truth yet be unacceptable because he is a hypocrite 

and does not obey the Lord. He simply does not 

live the truth. A man is not acceptable just because 

he proclaims and professes the truth, even if he is 

a teacher. He is acceptable because he walks in the 

truth day by day. 

Early in my Christian life, I had the benefit of 

hearing someone saying 'what you say; you be-

come'. In other words, the things you talk about 

have the potential of transforming your life.  

When you see a man talking about power, it does 

not mean that the man has power. In actual fact, 

he might not have power to heal headache but 

very soon if he keeps talking power, you may 

someday see him raising the dead. The same goes 
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for a man that keeps talking about holiness or 

prosperity. It does not mean the man speaking ho-

liness is holy already but very soon if he keeps 

talking holiness, you may soon see someone who 

is truly holy. A man who speaks prosperity con-

tinually will very soon be a prosperous man. The 

secret is in the power of the tongue. The Bible 

says, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue: 

and they that love it shall eat the fruit there-

of” (Proverbs 18:21). From that day I watch, what I 

say. 

I also realized, early enough, that, if after a pe-

riod of time, the gap analysis between what you 

say and what you do become so wide, you are not 

likely to be taken serious, like the young eaglet 

that was raised along with chicks. Soon enough, 

the young eaglet found that the power to fly like a 

real eagle was not there and that no matter how 

long he talked about some great day when he 

would fly, the reality belied the talk. A time comes 

when what you say no longer has any relevance, if 

you do not match your words with action. It is a 

great commendation of a person to say of him or 

her, “what you see, is what you get.” We all like 

people who are consistent, dependable, loyal and 

trustworthy. And we appreciate those who are the 
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same inside and out and are not working on some 

hidden agenda. It's usually under pressure or in 

the fires of adversity that we see what people real-

ly are. A person's relationships usually reveal the 

quality of his or her character. 

In Philippians 2:19-30, Paul analyses the char-

acter of two of his friends. In a sense he was writ-

ing letters of commendation. Wouldn't it be won-

derful if someone of Paul's stature could say of 

you and me what he said about Timothy and Epa-

phroditus? 

The Apostles affirmed Timothy for having a 

proven character. The word “proven” in the Greek 

means, “tested”. Paul saw Timothy's character deep-

en through the years since he first introduced him to 

Christ at Lystra. The young man became a son in the 

faith. He overcame his timidity and fear to become a 

faithful disciple and a loyal friend to Paul. 

Epaphroditus was sent by the Philippians to 

help Paul in his time of need. His character was 

tested by illness while in Rome. He almost died. 

His greatest concern, however, was that he might 

not cause his fellow Philippians worry. And yet 

Paul affirms him as a five star general: he was a 

brother, a companion, fellow soldier, a messenger 

and one who, in spite of his own health problems, 
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ministered to the Apostle. He stood by Paul de-

spite the severe circumstances. He had every rea-

son to return home to recuperate but he stayed by 

Paul's side. He was a companion indeed; he was 

not a quitter; he was not a coward. 

If we had been with Paul, what kind of letter 

would he have written about us? Or would we get 

the type of letter which Apostle John also wrote? 

Writing about Diotrephes, Apostle John said,  

“I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, 
who loveth to have pre-eminence among 
them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, if I come, 
I will remember his deeds which he doeth, 
prating against us with malicious words: and 
not content therewith, neither doth he him-
self receive the brethren, and forbideth 
them that would, and casteth them out of 
the church. Beloved, follow not that which is 
evil, but that which is good. He that doeth 
good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath 
not seen God. Demetrius hath good report 
of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and 
we also bear record; and ye know that our 
record is true.” 

(3 John 9-12) 

Diotrephes was a minister in the church, yet 

his character belied his profession. Is what people 

see and hear us say about our faith what they get 
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in proven character? There must be a synchroniza-

tion of what we know and what we do if we ever 

hope to please Him (James 2:17-26). Our present 

challenge is to present Christ to the people of our 

generation, not principally by what we say but by 

what we do. Not by reason of carrying big Bibles 

or mounting the pulpit to preach. We must keep 

checking on our life style: are we conforming to 

the teaching of the Lord Jesus or have we deviat-

ed? When we hear life changing messages, our du-

ty is to do the utmost to conform, for therein lies 

the power of the word.  

A truth known is not yours until you internal-

ize it through obedience. Knowing that fasting and 

prayer are highly recommended spiritual exercises 

is nothing until you begin the practice of fasting 

and praying. 

Many of us have heard enough messages to 

last us a lifetime. It is in compliance that we are 

found deficient. If the teeming millions of Chris-

tians in the world are compliant with the teaching 

of Jesus Christ, the world definitely would have 

realized that a different group, species of man-

kind, exists on the surface of the earth and in eve-

ry nation. True, there are pockets of oasis here and 

there but what we need is the shower of His mani-
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fest presence by those who are supposed to be the 

carrier of the Holy Ghost. Where are they? 

It is no longer the preaching but the act that 

speaks to the heart of men. Apostle Paul said,  

“Ye are the epistle written in our hearts, known 
and read of all men: For as much as ye are 
manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ 
ministered by us, written not with ink, but with 
the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of 
stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart.” 

(2 Corinthians 3:2-3) 

We have reached the unfortunate state where 

we must separate the office from the officer, the 

ministry from the minister, the church from the 

people, the truth from the teaching, the doctrine 

from the practice. Every spirit must be tried, and 

that in the church, for judgment must of necessity 

begin at the sanctuary. The Bible says,  

“Thou therefore which teachest another, 
teachest thou not thyself? Thou that preach-
est a man should not steal, dost thou steal? 
Thou that sayest a man should not commit 
adultery, dost thou commit adultery? Thou 
that abhorest idols, dost thou commit sacri-
lege? Thou that makest thy boast of the law, 
through breaking the law dishonourest thou 
God?” 

(Romans 2:21-23) 
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The point is this, what right have we to teach 

others when we ourselves do not live that way? 

We can't keep telling people what to do; we must 

be willing to show them by our lifestyles and con-

victions. The question of obedience takes the cen-

tre stage once again. The communication of our 

faith is rendered ineffective when we do not live 

by what we preach. Paul told Philemon in verse 6 

“That the communication of thy faith may become effec-

tual by the acknowledging of every good thing in you in 

Christ Jesus.” A person is acceptable to God be-

cause he lives for God and obeys Him, not because 

he has undergone some ritual. A man is not ac-

ceptable to God because he has been baptized or 

joined a church. He becomes acceptable to God be-

cause he obeys God. The Scripture says, “If ye 

know these things, happy are ye if ye do them” (John 

13:17). We are Jesus' associates only if we do His 

commandments (John 15:14). 

The world is eagerly waiting for the manifesta-

tion of the sons of God: people who operate and 

live by the higher law. They came to church and 

found none. Instead of children of God, they found 

schemers, adulterers and men who love the world 

and its system. They are still searching and waiting 

for the sons of God, who in place of greed will 
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demonstrate contentment, who when reviled, will 

not retaliate, who love righteousness and hate 

wickedness, who will rather serve than be served. 

The world is waiting; waiting for men and women 

who will demonstrate uncommon commitment to 

holiness; men and women who will shun the world 

and embrace righteousness. The world is waiting, 

waiting for a Samson, who will not fall on the lap of 

Delilah. They are waiting for a Balaam, who will 

not be enticed by the riches of Balak. They are wait-

ing for a Demas who will not soon turn away from 

Jesus on account of the allurement of the world. 

Would you stand out and be counted for Jesus? No 

wonder the Psalmist cried out saying, 

“HELP, LORD; for the godly man ceaseth; for 
the faithful fail from among the children of 
men. They speak vanity every one with his 
neighbour: with flattering lips and with a 
double heart do they speak.” 

(Psalm 12:1-2) 

Many are clamouring to preach to people but I 

tell you that is not the most important thing to do. 

Who cannot preach? The truth is: everyone is 

preaching, whether he mounts the pulpit or the 

pew. The actual message that is communicated 

and received is your life, consisting principally of 

what you do and not what you say. Many are talk-
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ing but few are walking. Why? Because truth is 

heavy and few men carry it. We must be deter-

mined to be among the few that carry the truth. 

The Bible says, “As ye have therefore received Christ 

Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him” (Colossians 2:6). We 

shout Holy Ghost Fire; the question is; what has 

the refining fire of life produced in our character? 

“They profess that they know God but in works they de-

ny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto 

every good works reprobate” (Titus1:16). 

Knowing God is a pursuit of a different kind. 

To know God is to become foolish. It is a pursuit 

of that which is foolish to mankind, but glorious in 

the sight of God. It is not a foolish pursuit but a 

pursuit of that which is counted as naught by 

men. It is a spiritual thing and only those who are 

spiritual can appreciate it. The natural man, the Bi-

ble says, cannot appreciate spiritual things for 

they are foolishness unto him and he cannot know 

them because they are to be spiritually discerned 

(1 Corinthians 2:14). The pursuit of God is a pro-

ject directed towards foolishness, which is howev-

er sublime wisdom as it stands in contradistinc-

tion to the wisdom of the world. Hence Christ 

said, except ye become as little children, ye shall in 

no way enter the Kingdom of God. God ordained 
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praises from the mouth of babes and suckling so 

as to silence the avenger. What profundity!  

The ultimate task before man is to reject the 

wisdom of men, which the Bible describes as sen-

sual and devilish because it proceeds from the 

devil (James 3:15). When you embark on the rejec-

tion of the wisdom of men, you will be tagged 

foolish. The impartation of the wisdom from 

above which the Bible says 'is first pure, peaceable, 

easy to be in-treated, full of mercy and good fruits, 

without partiality, and without hypocrisy' (James 

3:17) will, however, assure you a place in the King-

dom. Knowing God is a pursuit of that which is 

sublime. Not exactly that which meets the fancy of 

man. It is not and cannot be appreciated by man. 

Actually, it is hated by man. The Lord himself said 

“if they have received me they will also receive 

you.” It is revolutionary to pursue God. Without 

doubt, only the non-conformist, the oddball and 

the maverick; only those that are ready to be at 

odd with the world, can indeed be friends of God 

(James 4:4). 

Some might ask about the thief on the right 

hand of the Lord at crucifixion, he did not know 

the Lord in this fashion, yet went straight to heav-

en. Yes, this is true but this is not the plan of God. 
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Otherwise, the day we were saved he would simp-

ly have taken us out of this world to heaven, like 

the thief on the right hand of Jesus. The plan of 

God is that we demonstrate the lies of the devil by 

presenting to the doubtful world, the unity of the 

divine with humanity. That God could possibly co

-exist with man in harmony, could have unbroken 

fellowship with his creature. To demonstrate to 

the world that God and man can dwell together in 

unity and that the assertion of the devil to the con-

trary, is after all a travesty of the truth. The truth 

is; God is raising a people of power; God is build-

ing a people of praise that will sweep through the 

land by His Spirit, and will glorify His precious 

name. Can He count on you? 

To adopt the “thief on the right hand” philoso-

phy as the normal mode for Christian living will 

amount to taking everyone who says, “Lord, Lord” 

to heaven without demonstration of commitment 

to the truth. Christians are called to “show forth the 

glorious light of him who hath called us from darkness 

to his marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). Going to heaven 

is important. It is a crucial factor no doubt, but not 

the whole of our Christian experience. The whole 

essence of Christianity is a continuing desire to 

know God and walk in that knowledge. It is about 



Walking with God 126 

Ephesians 2:10 which announced to a credulous 

people that “…we are his workmanship created in 

Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before or-

dained that we should walk in them.” 

To know God is only one side of the coin. The 

ultimate itself is when God knows us. If knowing 

God is a lifetime experience, God knowing us 

could be for eternity. It is imperative that we know 

God, for it is in knowing God that God get to 

know us, as His own. Not to know God is calami-

tous; as He will also deny us when we appear be-

fore Him on the last day. Just because one has wit-

nessed a thousand rainbows doesn't mean he's 

seen the grandeur of one. One can live near a gar-

den and fail to focus on the splendour of the flow-

er. A man can spend a lifetime with a woman and 

never pause to look into her soul. And a person 

can be all that goodness calls him to be and still 

never see the Author of life. 

In this knowing God episode, where do you 

stand? Are you really on the Lord's side? Trusting 

that I have not darkened counsel with what has 

been written, “I commend you to God, and to the word 

of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give 

you an inheritance among all them which are sancti-

fied” (Acts 20:32). I also plead with you that in the-
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se days of your youth, since you were able to read 

thus far, suggesting that your windows are still 

not closed (Ecclesiastes 12:3), that you should seek 

the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him 

while He is near, and that you do so with your 

whole heart.   

Remember, this is life eternal, that they might 

know God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent 

(John 17:3). Eternal life, therefore, is a function of 

your knowledge of God. The Bible says the earth 

shall be filled with the knowledge of God as the 

waters cover the sea. Are you filled with His 

knowledge? Do you really hunger for Him? Are 

you diligently seeking Him, so that He can reward 

you? Beloved, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 

matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this 

is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). I be-

lieve that if we come to His garden naked, alone 

and sober, we will still hear His voice beckoning 

us to come closer for a walk with Him. Do sing 

with grace: 

I come to the garden alone 

While the dew is still on the roses 

And the voice I heard falling on my ears  

The son of God discloses 

And he walks with me  
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And he talks with me 

And he tells me I am his own 

And the joy we shared 

As we tarried there 

None other has ever known. 

 


