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PREFACE 
 
 

 

T his book, The Christian Pilgrim, is the sixth in 

the Walking With God series. It explains the 

walk and the dilemma of all pilgrims as they 

journey through life to their final destination.  

From the beginning, the enemy had been 

opposing the plan of God for mankind. When 

mankind suffered a setback in the Garden of Eden 

and the paradise was lost, God planned restora-

tion. However, to be restored, man only needs to 

repent so that the peace of God that surpasses all 

understanding could become his. Grace was given 

to guide and comfort all who are pilgrims here on 

earth to their destination.  

Prosperity has however become a stumbling 

block, dimming the vision of many pilgrims for 

the unseen treasure. But as we know God and His 

purpose for our lives, we must adjust our lifestyle, 

knowing that the King is coming to take us home. 

Our eternal destination, heaven, depends on our 

choices and on whose side we are when He comes. 
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The Church today may be compared to a row-

boat in the middle of a stream, whose occupants 

are at ease, lukewarm and self-complacent, while 

their boat is gradually drifting down stream to the 

waterfalls below. To arrest this drift, the Church 

must be awakened to a life of righteousness, must 

become conscious of her standing in Christ Jesus.  

In this perilous time, GOD, indeed, is building 

a people of power and a people of praise, who will 

sweep through the land by His Spirit and glorify 

his precious name. It is a major requirement for all 

who wish to partake in this end-time endeavour to 

know their God. This will ensure our conformity 

with the image of the Lord Jesus Christ and shut 

out errors, which can derail our walk with GOD. 

We all need to re-examine our faith and revisit 

the old landmarks, the footmarks of our Fathers in 

the faith, to avoid being shipwrecked on our jour-

ney. James 1:22 admonishes us “But be ye doers of 

the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 

self.” As you go through this book, you will read 

in it, what you need to do. I pray that you will 

have faith in your heart to receive the word and to 

profit with it. May the rich grace of Christ impart 

strength to every fainting hearts; Amen. 
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ENDORSEMENTS 
 

 

Pastor Felix Adeoye's current exploit into the meaning of 

life and the relevance of human kind in the universe is 

the sixth in the series of his exploratory incisive incur-

sion into the philosophy of living from a Christian 

perspective. 

This particular publication, The Christian Pilgrim, 

attempts to expound, with apposite Biblical quotes, the 

scriptural injunctions on mental barricades, other strong-

holds and stumbling blocks that beset the earthly pilgrim 

on their heavenly journey in the quest for achieving the 

ultimate absolute goal of everlasting spiritual life. 

The Christian Pilgrim's vista of the world is continu-

ously prompted by an ever broadening intellectual and 

spiritual horizon from the time of rebirth in our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ to the point of being called to 

glory. 

A familiar Christian song that spurs the pilgrim on 

through the vicissitudes of life amongst many others is: 

“All things bright and beautiful  

All Creatures great and small 

All things wise and wonderful 

The Lord God made them all” 

Descartes aphorism “cogito, ergo sum” (I think, 

therefore I am) has been expatiated on by the erudite 
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Christian Doctor, Theologian and Philosopher, Dr Albert 

Schweitzer, as follows: 

“To think means to think something. The most 

immediate fact of man's consciousness is the assertion, “I 

am life, that wills to live in the midst of life that wills to 

live” and it is as will to live in the midst of will to live 

that man conceives himself at every moment that he 

spends meditating on himself and the world around 

him.” 

Giving a deep thought to the above pungent state-

ments points to the central theme of Christ's teaching on 

earth which is Love and Reverence for life. The will to 

live in us also exists in those around us whether it is ex-

pressed or remains mute. 

The pure gospel of Jesus Christ, propagated by the 

apostles, which we now maintain a continuity of and 

proclaim as the truth, has come down to us over centu-

ries, unadulterated, despite periods of academic scrutiny 

and instances of unabashed counterfeit teachings. Today, 

it is still mysterious that the universality of the gospel of 

Love and the Brotherhood of man remain, considering 

the history of hostility, current wars and threat of wars, 

diseases and disasters; Jesus Christ - the same yesterday, 

today and forever. 

I personally consider this exquisite and exacting time 

consuming work by Pastor Adeoye as divinely inspired; 

for what better period in the history of our nation than 

this, to bring to the fore, the role, responsibilities and 

duties of the Christian Church in an era punctuated by 
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the proliferation of doctrines, and frequently emerging 

faith denominations. 

His dissertation can be summarized by the words 

contained in 1 John 2:16 wherein the lust of the eyes, the 

lust of the flesh and the pride of life are identified as the 

principal elements the pilgrim need be conscious of as 

impediments that could militate against the spiritual 

journey towards everlasting life. 

With the modern accretion of science and 

knowledge, the book challenges all and sundry; the 

Gnostic and the agnostic, the Christian and the non-

Christian alike; when and if read objectively, without 

bias and/or any preconceived mindset. If the truth must 

be told, there is something for all in this publication 

however viewed from any or all perspectives. Further-

more, I also consider it a veritable tool for those that 

serve in the evangelism and social ministry departments 

of our churches. 

One makes bold to state that this book is neither 

published to promote any dialectic nor convince; but to 

present the truth to all who may be favourably disposed 

to seeking TRUTH OF ALL TIME AND AGES. One's 

prayer is that the peace of God which passes all under-

standing, grant the readers the discretion, wisdom and 

patience to assimilate the contents prayerfully. Please 

remain blessed as you read through the pages in solemn 

concentration  

- Deacon Olawale Ige, First Baptist Church, Lagos. 
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With this book, The Christian Pilgrim, the writer has 

introduced another dimension to his serial theme: 

Walking with God. While no one expects any Christian 

to wrestle with description of believers as pilgrims, 

many Christians are not aware of the importance of the 

road map in order to travel this wide and complex laby-

rinth called earth and arrive safely at the desired destina-

tion. Yet many more have taken lightly the indispensa-

bility of some companions like the knowledge of the 

scriptures, the personality of the Holy Spirit and the staff 

of prayer. The writer also brought to the fore, the contro-

versial issue of whether Christianity can be practiced 

alone in isolation, without fellowship with others. As he 

adequately proved from the scriptures, there is nothing 

like a lone ranger in the faith. “Iron sharpens Iron” it is 

the animal that separates herself from the fold that gets 

caught by the predators easily. 

The writer has helped us to understand that we cannot 

afford to be passive or take anything for granted, not only 

because there are booby traps or landmines, but also 

because we cannot afford to miss our way; it has eternal 

consequences. He again questioned the wrong notion that 

the moment you are born again, you have entered into 

pleasure, prosperity, and all kinds of carnal enjoyment that 

this world affords. Rather, he advised us to get acquainted 

with the kingdom rules, internalized and masters them, 

and then you can expect the inevitable reward of 

prosperity, not only on earth here but also in eternity. 

The Christian Pilgrim, like other books written earlier 

by this author, is not a book for casual Christians who 
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come to make up the number, but rather for serious-

minded believers, who have counted the cost, juxtaposed 

the cost with the prize and have made up their mind that 

the reward is worth all the sacrifice involved. I therefore 

hesitate not to recommend this book to Pastors, 

ministers, workers and even the laity. It is a must-read 

for every genuine believer in Christ Jesus  

- Pastor Kehinde Adeoye, RCCG, Overcomers Parish, 

Ikorodu 

The Christian Pilgrim indeed unveils the Pilgrimage route 

that surely leads to our eternal destiny. While this is an 

immense tool for our day to day discipleship, the book 

also provides a compelling and realistic picture of “How 

God's people (Pilgrims) get distracted” in their onward 

journey. Felix's capacity to analyze the crucial issues of 

the Christian journey makes this book, the Pilgrim Staff. 

I wish to recommend it as a handbook for those who 

intend to overcome in this life  

- Gabriel L. Barau, Director, Missionary Crusaders 

Ministries, Yola 
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1 
 

THE CHRISTIAN PILGRIM 
 

Like the woman at the well I was seeking, 

For things that could not satisfy, 

But then I heard my Saviour speaking, 

Draw from my well, 

That never shall run dry… 

 
 

 

O ver the centuries, the terms 'pilgrim' and 

'pilgrimage' have come to have a somewhat 

devalued meaning and are nowadays often 

applied in a secular context. A pilgrim is usually 

described as one who undertakes a religious 

pilgrimage, literally “far afield.” This is tradition-

ally a visit to a place of some religious signifi-

cance; often a considerable distance is travelled. A 

common thread associating all pilgrims is that 

they are a people on a journey from one point to 

another. One of the many descriptions of a Chris-

tian is that he is a pilgrim.  
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Apostle Peter said, 

“Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers 
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which 
war against the soul.”  

(1 Peter 2:11) 

The saints of old accepted without equivoca-

tion that they were strangers and pilgrims in this 

world. In Psalms 119:19, the Bible says, “I am a 

stranger in the earth: hide not thy commandments from 

me.” Abraham, the father of faith, was called by 

God from his native land to go and possess a land 

that God would give to him and his descendants. 

That was a pilgrimage.  

A pilgrim is a man walking with a destination in 

mind. He may rest, refresh himself in his present 

environment, but he is not contented until he gets to 

his desired destination. The word pilgrim appeared 

in the New Testament several times, but was rarely 

used in the Old Testament. Nevertheless, the 

progenitors of our faith were conscious of the fact 

that they were pilgrims here on earth.  

Jacob knew he was a pilgrim. He said, “The 

years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and few years but 

I have not attained to the years of my fathers in the days 

of their pilgrimage” (Genesis 47:9). The Psalmist 

captured the status of man beautifully. He said, 
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“Hear my prayer, O LORD and give ear unto 
my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears: for I 
am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as 
all my fathers were. O spare me, that I may 
recover strength, before I go hence, and be 
no more.” 

(Psalm 39:12-13) 

A pilgrim, by definition, is one who embarks 

on a journey from one point to another. Embark-

ing on a journey and arriving safely at the desired 

haven is the ultimate goal of every pilgrim. Every 

one born into the world is forcefully conscripted 

into a pilgrimage of life. Some realise this early 

enough; others partake of the journey ignorantly 

with the consequence of not reaching the goal. 

Every informed pilgrim knows that the journey is 

not one that could haphazardly be carried out 

without a road map or a guide. The pilgrim must 

be prepared and must be armed with the neces-

sary information to aid his journey.  

The Christian pilgrim is better placed. The 

design of the road map was long completed and 

prepared for the redeemed. It is however the 

pilgrim's responsibility to seek the road map, 

embrace and study it in order for him to make 

progress on this most important journey. The 

designer of the road map was meticulous. He made 
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it available and accessible to all. Both young and 

old could understand the imprints. The blind could 

see it and it is audible to the deaf. The Bible is the 

compass for the Christian pilgrim. It has a message 

and it contains the road map. Any pilgrim that 

ignores it does so at his own peril. 

To make it to the desired place, a pilgrim must 

understand the message. God has a message for the 

pilgrims. His message to them is that they know 

whose they are and where they are headed. They 

are therefore required to be knowledgeable in order 

to remain focused on their journey. The Bible says, 

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 

4:6). These are God's own people. They are not 

perishing because they are poor. They are not 

destroyed because they do not sing and dance and 

go to church regularly; but they are destroyed 

because they lack knowledge. If they do not know 

whose they are; they become distracted and lose 

focus; and if they do not know where they are 

headed; they miss the way and get lost. Jesus in the 

Sermon on the Mount was telling the pilgrims 

whose they are. He said in Matthew 6:24-32: 

“No man can serve two masters: for either 
he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to the one, and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
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Therefore I say unto you, take no thought for 
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall 
drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall 
put on. Is not the life more than meat, and 
the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of 
the air: for they sow not, neither do they 
reap, nor gather into barns; yet your 
heavenly father feedeth them. Are ye not 
much better than they? Which of you by 
taking thought can add one cubit unto his 
stature? And why take ye thought for 
raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow; they toil not, neither do they 
spin: and yet I say unto you, that even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe 
the grass of the field, which today is, and 
tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not 
much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 
Therefore take no thought, saying, what 
shall we eat? Or what shall we drink? Or 
wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after 
all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for 
your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things.” 

(Matthew 6:24-32) 

In this passage, God is saying, “You are mine. 

The lilies of the field are mine also but you are 

more valuable than the lilies and the grasses of the 

field. Ponder on how I take care of them though 

they exist for such a short time. If only you also 
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will cease from your labour and struggle and trust 

me, I will take care of you because I know what 

your needs are.” God seeks to establish a differ-

ence between believers and unbelievers. “After all 

these things do the gentiles (the heathen, the lost) 

seek.” He is saying to the believers therefore, “Do 

not be like them.” The genuine believer must be 

different. Unbelievers are entangled with the 

things of the world. Besides these, they know 

nothing else. All they know is seeking and secur-

ing all that the world has to offer. They seek the 

good life that comes from possessions, money, 

houses, furnishings, food, cars, televisions, power, 

pride, fame and recognition. 

The reason the unbelievers live this way was 

made clear in the following passage. The Bible says 

they are “without Christ, being aliens from the 

commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the cove-

nants of promise, having no hope, and without God in 

the world” (Ephesians 2:12-13). Simply put, the 

gentiles were without Christ. They are unwilling to 

accept Christ as the messiah, the anointed One of 

God, whom God sent into the world to save the 

world. They are aliens from God's people. They are 

not aware that God has a family of genuine 

believers on earth, a body of people who truly trust 
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Him. They are strangers to the promises of God; 

they know little if anything about the promises of 

God and His care. They have no hope beyond this 

earth. They really know very little about a world 

beyond this life. They are earth bound; therefore 

they cling to this earth. They are without God in 

this world. They know nothing about His presence 

and His care, His love and direction, and His 

correction. They are strangers and foreigners to the 

things of God. They have no hope beyond this 

world. Therefore they know nothing except to seek 

the things of the world; to secure whatever and 

however much their hearts desire. 

On the other hand, the believer is different 

from the gentiles in that he has a heavenly Father 

who knows his needs. He lives for heaven. He 

does not live for the earth. He has eternity in view. 

He knows Christ and he knows God's people. He 

knows the promises of God and the glorious hope 

of eternal life.  He has God and His presence in 

this world. He is not a stranger and foreigner to 

God, but a fellow citizen with the saints of God's 

household. What is Christ saying to the believers? 

He is saying, “Do not be like the lost and unsaved 

people of the world, who are strangers to God and 

to His glorious hope of eternity.” Therefore, the 
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believer is to seek “first the Kingdom of God, and his 

righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 

you” (Matthew 6:33). 

Unfortunately, many believers today are also 

engaged in the race for things. They are prepared 

to pray and fast in order to be prosperous but the 

plan of God has taken care of that. As a believer 

walks in holiness, his possessions are released 

unto him. God said, I know what you need before 

you ask me. He asked, “Is not life more than 

raiment?” God wants us to focus on life. This is 

the key thing. The life we are talking about is not 

in your body, or your soul or your spirit but pres-

ently in your blood. Your body is everything that 

is visible or that can be rendered visible if opened 

up and it includes your sensory organs. Your soul 

is the seat of emotion and will. Your spirit is the 

candle of the Lord that's searcheth all things. But 

your life here on earth is in the blood. God said, 

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood” (Leviticus 

17:11). This explains why shortly after death the 

blood loses its colour and functionality. Life ebbs, 

even in accident victims if too much blood is lost 

and replacement not found. God did not say that 

the life is in the flesh or in the soul or in the spirit; 

though; these three things define our life.  
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Our life could be physical, if we focus on the 

needs of the body. Our life could be soulful, if we 

focus on the needs of the soul and our life could be 

spiritual, if we focus on our spiritual needs. The 

present life in which we live is in the blood and is 

a measure of our time in the realm of the physical. 

Jesus asked, “Which of you by taking thought of what 

you will eat and drink can add a cubit to his life span, 

his stature or his longevity?” (Matthew 6:27). The 

food and the drink we take affect our body but not 

our life. It had been reported that even mad men 

who feed on rubbish live longer than some men 

who feast on dainty food. So James asked rhetori-

cally, “For what is your life? It is even a vapour that 

appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 

away” (James 4:14). The Psalmist stated in Psalm 

90:9-12: 

“For all our days are passed away in thy 
wrath: we spend our years as a tale that is 
told. The days of our years are threescore 
years and ten; and if by reason of strength 
they be fourscore years, yet is their strength 
labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and 
we fly away. Who knoweth the power of thy 
anger? Even according to thy fear, so is thy 
wrath. So teach us to number our days that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” 

(Psalm 90:9-12) 



Walking with God 24 

The present life we have is similar to a lease, a 

tenancy, but Jesus came to give us what is known 

in legal parlance as a freehold, i.e. to make us 

landlord. Remember He said, “….but I have come 

that you might have life and that more abundant-

ly” (John 10:10). This is eternal life.  The life of the 

flesh which is in the blood has an expiry date but 

the promise of life in Christ Jesus is eternal. What 

Adam had originally was eternal life, the life of 

God. What he acquired after eating the forbidden 

fruit was a limited life. God did warn him; “If you 

eat you shall surely die.” God said to Adam, the 

day you eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge 

you shall surely die. He ate and died, yet he lived 

up to 900 years. It is apparent that the death 

spoken of by God was not physical death but of 

the soul which is separation from God. His soul 

died because it was alienated from God, the source 

of life. What remained in him was the limited life 

of the flesh. What we lost in the first Adam is what 

the second Adam (Jesus) brought to us. The 

opportunity to acquire eternal life is what Jesus 

gave to mankind. He offers our soul eternal life. 

He wants us to focus on this.  

How do we become recipients of eternal life 

offered by God through Jesus Christ? This is by 
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accepting Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour. 

The Bible says,  

“And this is the record, that God hath given 
to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
He that hath the Son hath life; and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life” 

(1 John 5:11-12) 

The offer of eternal life is based on love. The 

Bible says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

God has given the promise of eternal life to all who 

believe and live for Christ but this life is not yet 

manifest. It is hidden in Christ. The Bible says, “For 

ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye 

also appear with him in glory” (Colossians 3:3-4). 

The promise of eternal life through Christ is 

sustained as we focus on the needs of the Spirit 

and not the things of the flesh. This is because it is 

“the spirit that giveth life” (2 Corinthians 3:6). The 

Bible says “to be spiritually minded is life and 

peace” (Romans 8:6). God does not want us to lose 

focus on the major concern and be preoccupied 

with the minor. We are not to focus on what to eat 

or drink or wear but on how to save our souls. The 



Walking with God 26 

glory of the lilies is their body but that of a man is 

his soul. Plants and animals have no soul that will 

suffer in the hereafter but human beings do and 

we should focus on this. Our life should be spiritu-

ally defined and given the utmost attention as 

pilgrims here on earth. The kingdom of God, we 

are told, “is not meat and drink; but righteousness, 

and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Romans 

14:17). Therefore, when we focus on the needs of 

the body we miss it. When we focus on the needs 

of the soul, as defined by the body, we miss it. It is 

our focus on the spiritual that guarantees us the 

offer of eternal life and saves our soul.  

The Bible in Ecclesiastes 12:7 says, “Then shall 

the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit 

shall return unto God who gave it.” What is left of 

man after death is his soul. It is the soul that per-

petuates our life after death. The soul is the carrier 

of our life once the body is discarded and the 

blood loses its functionality through death. It is 

the soul that takes punishment for the sins 

committed here on earth. It is the soul that suffers 

the pangs of hell fire. It is the soul that suffers the 

pain of eternal separation from God. For this 

reason, the Bible warns, “the soul that sinneth, it 

shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4,20). In James 1:21, the Bible 
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says, “Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity 

of nothingness, and receive with meekness the engrafted 

word, which is able to save your souls.” Spirits do not 

die. They return to God. It is the flesh that dies, for 

all flesh is grass. Prophet Isaiah wrote:  

“The Voice said, Cry. And he said what shall I 
cry? All flesh is grass, and the goodliness 
thereof is as the flower of the field. The 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because 
the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: 
surely the people is grass. The grass 
withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word 
of our God shall stand for ever.” 

(Isaiah 40:6-8) 

As soon as the flesh returns to the dust from 

where it came; the soul and the spirit are liberated. 

The soul to face punishment or to receive reward 

and the spirit returns to the Father of Spirits. It is 

the flesh that is limited. Both the soul and the 

spirit partook of the invisible quality and therefore 

are not limited but eternal. The spirit does not die. 

The soul also does not die. In Ecclesiastes 3:11, the 

Bible says, “He made everything beautiful in its time, 

he also has planted eternity in men's hearts and mind.” 

Yes, the Bible says, “the soul that sinneth; it shall 

die” (Ezekie18:4), but the death of the soul is in the 

sense of its eternal separation from God, who is 
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the source of life, as a result of sin. The soul does 

not die. Rather it is made to face punishment 

through alienation from God or to receive reward 

of eternal life in the hereafter.  

Jesus is concerned that we should have the 

right focus. He said it again in Luke 12:15, “Take 

heed and beware of covetousness: for a man's life 

consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he 

possesseth.” Again, he asked, “What shall it profit a 

man, if he gains the whole world and loses his soul? Or 

what shall a man give in exchange for his 

soul?” (Matthew 16:26). With a note of finality, he 

warned, “Therefore I say unto you, take no thought for 

your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what 

ye shall put on. The life is more than meat and the body 

more than raiment” (Luke 12:22-23).  

When Jesus says, “Take no thought for your 

life, what ye shall eat,” He was saying do not be 

overly concerned about the affairs of this life and 

do not equate your life to what you eat or define 

your life by the needs of the body. Remember, he 

had earlier said that life is more than meat, just as 

your body is more than the clothing you put on. 

The point is this; the life here on earth is 

temporal. It will one day be swallowed up in 

immortality: in bliss or in pain. Jesus said,  



The Christian Pilgrim 29 

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, 
in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, and shall come forth; they 
that have done good, unto the resurrection 
of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation.”  

(John 5:28-29) 

Apostle Paul described this very clearly in his 

epistle to the Corinthians.  

“For this corruptible must put on incor-
ruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality. So when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written, 
death is swallowed up in victory.”  

(1 Corinthians 15:53-54) 

The life here is hid in the blood; the life here-

after is in Christ. To qualify us for the life of Christ 

is the reason why Jesus came. He described this 

kind of life as abundant life. This promise of life, 

which is reserved for the believers, is hid in Christ 

(Colossians 3:2-3). 

Interestingly, the eternal end of the soul is 

determined by our choice: we could choose to live 

for the flesh or invest the life we now live in the 

things of the spirit. The book of Romans 8:6 says, 

“For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritual-
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ly minded is life and peace.” The conflict between the 

flesh and the spirit was highlighted in Galatians 

5:17. It says, “For the flesh sets its desire against the 

Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in 

opposition to one another, so that ye may not do the 

things that you please” (NAS). While we live, we 

must consciously choose one or the other. Our 

choice determines the placement or location of our 

soul in the world beyond.  

The question is; what kind of investment 

should we make of this life of the flesh that is lim-

ited and temporal?  If we invest this limited life in 

the pursuit of things of the flesh, we shall perish; 

but if we invest it in the things of the Spirit we 

shall live.  

“For they that are after the flesh do mind 
the things of the flesh; but they that are 
after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For 
to be carnally minded is death; but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace… For if ye 
live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye 
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of 
the body, ye shall live.” 

(Romans 8:5-6,13) 

The life we live now belongs to the flesh, both 

spirit and soul are seen as parasites by the flesh; 

hence the struggle by the flesh to dominate at all 
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time. The flesh is merely asserting its ownership 

over the life which belongs to it. But there is a 

better life that is hid in Christ and unless we invest 

the life of the flesh in the things of the spirit, we 

cannot attain to the life in Christ. Except we con-

sciously redefine our priorities and follow after the 

things of the spirit; the life we have now might be 

all that we ever get.  

Yes, the flesh is the landlord here on earth but 

its reign is limited. Except the life of the flesh is 

poured out as a sacrifice in the service of the Lord 

now that we live, it will not benefit our soul in the 

hereafter. The life we now live is a seed to be sown 

in the service of the Lord not in furtherance of the 

agenda of the flesh. Jesus said, “For whosoever will 

save his life shall lose it; but whosoever will lose his life 

for my sake the same shall save it” (Luke 9:24). The life 

of the flesh, which is in the blood, must be poured 

out as a sacrifice in honour of God. Our life time 

must be given to God, else we perish. “He that 

loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in 

this world shall keep it unto life eternal” (John 12:25). 

As we invest our life in the kingdom service, the 

return is simply incomparable - eternal life.  

The pilgrim's commission is to deny himself 

and to die to the flesh. Apostle Paul said, “For we 
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which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus' 

sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest 

in our mortal flesh” (2 Corinthians 4:11). He went 

further in 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 and said,  

“For the love of Christ constraineth us; 
because we thus judge, that if one died for 
all, then were all dead: and that he died for 
all, that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 
him which died for them, and rose again.” 

(2 Corinthians 5:14-15) 

Your life is a gift from God and you could 

spend it as you wish; but truly, that life should be 

invested in the service of God; in things pertaining 

to righteousness. Paul said, “I am crucified with 

Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 

me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 

the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 

himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). He was saying in 

effect; I have willingly relinquished the rights I 

have over my life, I no longer have a right over my 

life, to use it the way I want, but the life which I 

now have is  dedicated to serving Jesus Christ, 

who loves me and gave himself for me. This 

means he does not invest his life any longer to 

please himself but Jesus Christ. He said in Philip-

pians 1:21, “To live is Christ and to die is gain.” This 
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signifies the surrender of his present life for the 

service and cause of Christ. The present life of the 

flesh, which is in the blood, should be invested in 

pleasing God, and not oneself. If this present life is 

not spent in pleasing God, then death is a loss and 

not a gain. 

Note however that it was not his flesh (not yet) 

that was crucified with Christ but his life. In 

another place he said,  

“And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I 
might be partaker thereof with you… I keep 
under my body, and bring it into subjection: 
lest that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be a 
castaway.” 

(1 Corinthians 9:23,27) 

Finally, he said, “And they that are Christ's have 

crucified the flesh with the affections and 

lusts” (Galatians 5:24). Here he was talking about 

the crucifixion of the flesh and not life anymore. 

When he says, “those that are Christ's have crucified 

the flesh with the affections and lusts,” he was simply 

re-echoing what he had earlier stated in Romans 

8:1. It means those that are Christ's no longer walk 

after the flesh or make provision for the flesh, to 

fulfil the lusts thereof (Romans 13:14). They now 

walk after the Spirit. And it is only those who are 
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“led by the Spirit of God (that) are the sons of 

God” (Romans 8:14). The truth is; both our life and 

the flesh must be surrendered to God for his use. 

In Romans 12:1 Paul said, “I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God 

which is your reasonable service.” He was saying in 

effect, “Brethren now that you have given your life 

to Christ, you should also proceed to offer your 

bodies as a living sacrifice. This is the minimum 

expected of you.” 

Listen, the flesh can only be crucified on the 

platform of a surrendered life. If the life is not 

surrendered, the flesh remains unbroken and 

consequently uncrucified. It is after the offer of life 

that the flesh could be offered for crucifixion. Only 

a consecrated life could crucify the flesh. Surren-

dering our lives and bodies to God is a question of 

choice. The crucifixion of our life and our flesh rest 

with us individually. God will not force you to 

surrender your life to him; neither will God cruci-

fy your flesh for you. It is your duty to do so as a 

reasonable service. This is the true meaning of the 

statement: “I „give‟ or I „surrender‟ my life to 

Christ”. The life of the pilgrim is a surrendered 

life. We are to surrender the life and the flesh, 
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without which we cannot go far with God.  

Jesus addressed Peter and said precisely the 

same thing. He said,  

“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, when thou 
wast young, thou girdest thyself, and 
walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when 
thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy 
hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry 
thee whither thou wouldest not.” 

(John 21:18) 

He was saying to Peter, when you are not sur-

rendered, you are in charge, but when you surren-

der your life to me, I take over. When our life is 

fully surrendered to Christ; he takes over and uses 

it for His own glory.  

God does not expect the pilgrim to pursue 

things of the flesh. He expects the pilgrim to spend 

his limited life here on earth in pursuit of right-

eousness, godliness, faith, love, patience and 

meekness. God expects the pilgrim to use his 'life 

of the flesh, which is in the blood' to fight the good 

fight of faith and to lay hold on eternal life. God 

said, “I know you have need of these (visible) 

things but seek ye first the kingdom of God and 

these things shall be added unto you.” He is 

saying in essence, 'when you make seeking the 

kingdom of God your priorities, I myself will add 
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all these visible things to you'. However, if you 

seek for earthly things in place of Him, God says 

you are a heathen.  

Who is a heathen?  A heathen is one who 

conducts his life on the basis of self-independence. 

He is independent of God in thought and deeds. 

His actions are self-centred. He thinks he does not 

need God. He had believed the lie of the devil that 

man shall be like God and therefore does not need 

God (Genesis 3:15). When we focus on the need of 

the body; we are limited, because the body cannot 

satisfy the needs of the soul. This is why Apostle 

Paul said “bodily exercise profiteth little.” When we 

focus on the needs of the soul; we are also limited, 

because the soul cannot assuage the needs of the 

spirit. It is the spiritual that has the ability to meet 

the needs of the body and the soul and make our 

life a complete trinity. God wants His children 

(pilgrims) to know that they are His, and as such 

should focus on the spiritual because He is a Spirit.  

What is the major obstacle on the path of the 

pilgrims? What is that major thing that prevents 

the pilgrims from focusing on the spiritual? Just 

one word, distraction! Yes! This is a major obstacle 

to all and unfortunately only a few ever crossed 

this Rubicon successfully. A man came to Jesus 
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and pleaded with him to supervise the sharing of 

the legacy left behind by the parents; so that the 

senior would not cheat him out of his inheritance. 

His distraction is material enhancement. Jesus said, 

“Man, who made me a judge or a divider 
over you? And he said unto them, Take 
heed, and beware of covetousness: for a 
man's life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth.”  

(Luke 12:14-15) 

The question is: what does the life of a man 

consist of? Simply, it consists of making the right 

choices for the body, for the soul and for the spirit. 

The best choice is to believe in Jesus whom God 

had sent. In John 6:28-29, we read, “Then said they 

unto him, what shall we do, that we might work the 

works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This 

is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath 

sent.” The end product of right choices is life 

eternal, life abundant and life without measure. 

Many spend precious time in shaping up. They 

do all kind of aerobics to keep the body in good 

shape. They wake up early in the morning and they 

never forget the exercises they must do. Some run 

miles and walk kilometers in the bid to maintain a 

healthy body. A sound mind in a healthy body 

surely must be the best thing. To make this the 
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priority of life also represents a distraction. Apostle 

Paul encountered a group that believes strongly in 

a healthy body and spent hours toning up. He told 

them “For bodily exercise profiteth little, but godliness 

is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life 

that now is, and of that which is to come” (1 Timothy 

4:8). Paul was saying in effect, you only obtain a 

little profit by shaping up but a great profit, even 

life eternal, by practicing righteousness.  

How does bodily exercise become a distrac-

tion? It becomes a distraction when it takes the 

place of spiritual exercises that we must do. Why 

did Apostle Paul say that bodily exercise profiteth 

little? It is because it can only impact the limited 

life that we now live. It has no relationship with 

your gaining eternal life. It does not guarantee us 

life abundant. Only godliness impacts the life that 

we live now and the one that is to come, which is 

eternal.  

While it is good to live well and be prosperous 

in this life, to mortgage the life to be revealed on 

account of this is the greatest mistake anyone 

living can ever make. Jesus said, “…this ought ye to 

have done and not leave the other undone” (Matthew 

23:23). Ministration to the body to the neglect of 

the soul and spirit is a dangerous past time to 
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engage in. The message is this; a pilgrim should 

never confuse a mere bend for the end of the line. 

He must understand the message of the gospel. 

Another distraction for the pilgrim is the issue 

of reward. Many of the pilgrims get distracted 

when they see the unbelievers rewarded. They see 

men and women receiving the reward of their life-

style and they become envious. God does not stop 

men from reaping where they have sown. If you 

sow corruption, you must reap corruption. If you 

sow righteousness, you must reap the same. Just 

like cause and effect; the acts of men and their 

rewards are coterminous. None is to be denied the 

recompense of his actions. When the unbelievers 

compromise in their offices; by sleeping with their 

bosses, they must be rewarded. When unbelievers, 

including those who merely go to church, compro-

mise by taking bribes, they must become rich. God 

does not deny any one the reward of his/her 

investments. The disturbing fact is that many of 

the pilgrims get distracted and they feel left out 

but the truth is; you can only reap where you have 

sown. The devil takes care of his children and God 

also takes care of His. 

There was the story of a missionary couple 

from America who came to one of the African 
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countries to serve. They served the Lord with their 

hearts and were now old and ready to return to 

their country. There was no fanfare except a little 

ceremony to mark their long stay and service to 

the community. But then the week they were to 

return home, the President of the United States 

came to that same country on visit for a week and 

in the course of the visit, he played golf and was 

lavishly entertained. All the media were reporting 

the one week visit of the President of the United 

States but nothing was said of this couple who had 

spent their entire life in serving the community.  

The man was downcast and was complaining 

why it should be so. But the wife looked at him 

and said, “Why are you downcast?”  

The husband said, “It is not fair. We spent our 

lives with these people and we are now old. Not 

even a mention was made in the media about our 

exploits in this place and yet the President came 

for only one week and the whole of the media is 

agog with news about him. It is just not fair.”  

The wife calmly told him, “You are not home 

yet. The one to reward you is above not beneath. 

Wait for your turn.” 

It is the same with us. Many unwisely look 

with envy at the reward of the sinners and are led 
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astray by this. No wonder the Bible says, “The 

prosperity of fools shall destroy them” (Proverbs 1:32). 

Your reward is sure because God is faithful. We 

were told, “For God is not unrighteous to forget your 

work and labour of love, which you have shewed toward 

his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and 

do minister” (Hebrews 6:10). It is not right to expect 

dividends from a company where you did not 

invest. If you have not invested in the kingdom of 

darkness, when the time for their dividends 

comes, you should not expect to be paid. Where 

you invest is where you should expect returns. 

Remember the scriptures cannot be broken. The 

Bible says “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 

whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he 

that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap corrup-

tion; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 

reap life everlasting” (Galatians 6:7-8). Every man 

must reap whatsoever he had sown. One must not 

begrudge the other. Every man's pay day must 

surely come. 

The path of the pilgrim is secure but “the way of 

the wicked seduced them” (Proverbs 12:26). There are 

certain distractions on the way to divert a believer 

from the right path. The pilgrim knows what to do 

to please the Lord but he sees the wicked prosper-
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ing and empowered and he becomes fretful 

because of it. Again, he may see them promoted, 

and he feels an attraction for it. But everything has 

a price. You can only reap what and from where 

you have sown. You cannot sow righteousness 

and expect to reap from the garbage. If you do not 

invest in a company, by the time they are distrib-

uting dividends and bonuses you will surely be 

omitted from the list. If you did not sow unright-

eousness, you should not expect to reap corrup-

tion. If you are not aiding and abetting corrupt 

practices or colluding with those engaged in the 

execution of nefarious activities, when those who 

do so are promoted, you must not become 

despondent or discouraged. It is their payback 

time. Those who have invested their life and 

energy in serving the devil, the world and a life of 

sin must reap the benefit. The Lord does not be-

grudge them or deny them the reward of their 

labour. It will be unfair so to do. Everyone has the 

right to expect dividends from a company where 

he had invested. 

The believers also have expectations. They 

have a right to expect rewards but only from the 

Lord. David said, “My soul, wait thou only upon 

God; for my expectation is from him” (Psalm 62:5). 
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When you are waiting for the Lord to reward you, 

wait only upon him. The Bible says, “The Lord is 

good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that 

seeketh him, it is good that a man should both hope and 

quietly wait for the salvation of the 

Lord” (Lamentations 3:25-26). Remember, God is 

the saviour and the “rewarder of them that diligently 

seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). But they must wait. 

Many are anxious and disturbed when they see 

the unbelievers progressing rapidly and it seems 

they have been left behind. It is not so. Your 

moment of waiting will soon be over but do not 

envy sinners because they are collecting the divi-

dends on their investment. Wait for God; He will 

surely reward the righteous in his own time.  

The pilgrim must not give up or turn to 

beggarly elements; he must not allow the way of 

the unrighteous to seduce him. He must not com-

promise. The Lord expects the pilgrim to stand firm 

and not to yield to temptations. The scriptures 

made it very clear to all when it says, “Let not your 

heart envy sinners, for surely there is an end and your 

expectations shall not be cut off” (Proverbs 23:17-18). 

Again, the pilgrims must focus on the invisi-

bles. Let God add as He wills, the pilgrim must not 

be carried away with the visible. The unbelievers 
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are excited with the visible but not so with a 

pilgrim. Paul had the pilgrims in mind when he 

said, “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 

what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what 

is unseen is eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18 NIV). When 

the pilgrim celebrates cars and houses, he is being 

drawn away gradually with the visible. He must 

remember that what God had prepared for him 

has not been revealed. The Bible says “But as it is 

written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 

entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 

prepared for them that love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).  

The pilgrim should celebrate but only on 

account of the invisibles. Jesus said, “Notwith-

standing, in these rejoice not, that the spirits are subject 

unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are 

written in heaven” (Luke 19:20). If pilgrims are 

commanded not to rejoice because the spirits are 

subject unto them, how much more shall they be 

forbidden from rejoicing in houses, jewelry, cars 

and clothing. 

The pilgrim must be prepared to walk in the 

spirit. God revealed those things that belong to the 

pilgrims by his Spirit. The pilgrim must walk by 

faith and not by sight. The pilgrim walks by sight 

when his motivation for being with God is tied to 
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the visible and not the invisibles. Listen, the visible 

had been the undoing of many. What was the 

problem of Eve? She saw. The Bible says,  

“And when she saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did 
eat, and gave also her husband with her; and 
he did eat.”  

(Genesis 3:6) 

They saw, they ate, and they died. What was 

the ruin of Lot? He saw. The Bible says,  

“And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all 
the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered 
everywhere, before the Lord destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of 
the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou 
comest unto Zoar.”  

(Genesis 13:10) 

He chose the well watered land but it was a 

wrong choice. He was misled by what he saw. At 

the end, he lost it all. Not all that glitters is gold! 

Apostle John was speaking to the pilgrims 

when he said,  

“Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the 
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lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father, but is of the world. And the 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof: 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever.” 

(1 John 2:15-17) 

Apostle Paul was poignant. Speaking to the 

pilgrims, he said, “Set your affection on things above, 

not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3:2). The 

pilgrim must make a choice between the visible 

and the invisibles. When a pilgrim voted for the 

visible, he will sooner than later, be derailed on 

the journey. His choice should really be the invisi-

bles while he allows God to add on to him the visi-

ble as He wills. 

Unfortunately, God does not engage police-

men to enforce that we make right choices. It is 

entirely left for the individual. Of all creation in 

the universe, only human beings have the right to 

choose; the ability to say Yes or No to the 

Almighty God. We are at liberty to choose. But we 

must be ready to face the consequences of our 

choices. God has given everyone the liberty to 

choose. God is always giving us the right to make 

a choice. He said in Deuteronomy 30:19, “I call 

heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I 

have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: 
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therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may 

live.” He encouraged all to choose life. But he 

would not force anyone to choose either. You are 

the architect of your destination.  

God has no policeman going around to enforce 

that you to read your Bible or to force you to go to 

church. He has no policeman to ensure that you 

pay your tithes. God has no policeman to stop you 

from going to prostitutes or to the house of that 

sinner friend. When God made man, he made man 

superior to all other creatures and gave man a 

dangerous gift; the gift of choice. God respects that 

privilege of choice and He will not force us. With 

the ability to choose, however, came the responsi-

bility of having to live with the consequence of the 

choice made. You have to live with the result of 

your choices. Of all creation, only man can say yes 

or no to God. Therein lies a great problem. God 

spoke to the sea to raise trouble against Jonah, the 

sea obeyed. God spoke to the fish to swallow 

Jonah, it obeyed. God spoke to Jonah and he said, 

No. The amount of yes, you say to God will deter-

mine the amount of progress you make spiritually.  

Life is a series of chain reactions. Each event 

affects the next one in line. You may only remem-

ber the end result, but it's all those little choices 
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that you make each day that either get you closer 

to your goal or further away. If you chose the 

beginning of a road you have also chosen the place 

it will lead to. You are who you are today because 

of the choices you made yesterday. The totality of 

what you are now is the product of the choices 

you made throughout the years gone by. Your 

choice establishes the pattern and a foundation for 

your life. Who we will be tomorrow will be deter-

mined by the choices we make today. Even our 

Lord Jesus is the product of choices he made while 

he lived here on earth. The Bible says,  

“But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever: a scepter of 
righteousness is the scepter of thy kingdom. 
Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above 
thy fellows.” 

(Hebrews 1:8-9) 

Jesus was anointed because of the choice he 

made. Acts 10:38 was the result of the choices that 

Jesus made. He was not anointed because he was 

the Son of God. He was anointed because he 

preferred righteousness to wickedness; therefore 

God anointed him with the oil of gladness above 

his fellows.  
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When you choose life; resources would be 

released unto you to support you to the end. 

When you also chose death, no one would hinder 

you from going through your chosen path. God in 

his love and mercy would send men, even angels, 

to alert you as to the perfidy of your choice and 

the destruction that lies ahead. You will be alerted 

on the implication of your choice, but you will not 

be hindered. Balaam was alerted but was not 

hindered from going to Balak to receive the 

reward of divination. He never returned from that 

journey. Even the ass he rode upon saw and 

spoke, yet, Balaam could not be deterred. He 

perished because he forgot that he was a pilgrim 

on earth. Those who choose wrongly will also 

receive encouragement, only that it would come 

from the devil. No one is destitute of counsellors, 

in his chosen path. But we all must bear the conse-

quences of our choices.  

The issue of predestination has confused many 

of the pilgrims for long. In both Romans and 

Ephesians, Paul makes strong claims about the 

priority of God's grace in salvation. He said, “For 

those he foreknew he also pre-destinate to be conformed 

to the image of his Son, so that he would be the firstborn 

among many brethren” (Romans 8:29). To make 
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clear just how this predestination fits into God's 

plan of salvation, Paul then lists what we may call 

a “chain of grace:”  

“And those he predestined, He also called; 
and those he called, he also justified; and 
those he justified, he also glorified.” 

(Romans 8:30) 

In each link in the chain, God is the one acting, 

and men and women are the objects of action. 

There is no break in the link at any point. That is, 

there is no possibility that someone initially pre-

destined would fail to be finally glorified. This is 

the preferred view of many.  

Having a foresight of the predicament which 

this issue of predestination might cause to many 

and the example of Esau and Pharaoh cited, Paul 

stated in Romans 9:14-16, 

“What shall we say then? Is there un-
righteousness with God? God forbid. For 
hesaith to Moses, I will have mercy on 
whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have com-
passion. So then it is not of him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
sheweth mercy.” 

(Romans 9:14-16) 

Paul ended this discourse with an appeal to 

the sovereign application of the mercy of God. 
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Paul preempted the inevitable conclusions and 

stated: 

“Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 
Thou will say then unto me, why doth he yet 
find fault? Or who hath resisted his will? Nay 
but, o man, who art thou that repliest 
against God? Shall the thing formed say to 
him that formed it, why hast thou made me 
thus? Hath not the potter power over the 
clay, of the same lump to make one vessel 
unto honour, and another unto dishonour?” 

(Romans 9:18-21) 

When Apostle Peter says, that there are words 

of Apostle Paul that people find difficult to under-

stand (2 Peter 3:16), the issue of predestination 

ranks very high on the list. The popular view of 

predestination says; God is the one who knows 

those that will be saved. He has chosen those to go 

to heaven. Man has no hand in the matter. No 

matter how hard you tried; you will fail if you 

have not been predestined. Again, no matter how 

bad you are, if you have been predestined to be 

saved, at the last moment you will still make it to 

heaven. This textual interpretation of the concept 

of predestination is not correct. This is to paint 

God in very bad light and it rankles in the face of 

many other scriptures. Apostle Peter said “Of a 
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truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: but 

in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh right-

eousness, is accepted with him” (Acts 10:34-35). 

Predestination in its correct context is linked to 

choices. It is not a stand-alone matter. If you make 

the wrong choices you end up badly. To assert the 

contrary is to render many scriptures innocuous. 

One of such scriptures is John 3:16 which say, “For 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 

but have everlasting life.” The word “whosoever” 

underscores the liberty to choose. This means 

every man is the architect of his own destiny 

through the power of choice.  

Everyone will be given the opportunity to 

accept or reject Jesus. The Lord Jesus stated that 

the end will not come until the gospel is preached 

to every creature. This means, everyone will be 

given the right to make a choice. Another scripture 

is John 1:12, which says, “But as many as received 

him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 

even to them that believe on his name.” Paul also 

stated in his epistle to the Philippians “Work out 

your own salvation with fear and trem-

bling” (Philippians 2:13). This implies that it is 

possible for you to lose your salvation, if you fail 
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to work out what God has worked inside of you. 

Jesus Christ charged the believers to “watch and 

pray” that no man take thy crown. If there is no 

possibility of people losing their crown, that text 

would not have been written. You can lose your 

salvation. If it is possible to lose it, then the under-

pinnings of predestination in the popular context 

is out. 

When God says, “I will have mercy on whom I 

will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 

whom I will have compassion” He is not by this 

saying that the choice is His, the choice is still with 

the recipient of the mercy. Beloved, though the 

quality of mercy is not strained; yet it is covenant-

ed and bounded. God has not chosen to award 

mercy to the highest weeping person. There is a 

boundary and parameters for its operation. The 

Psalmist explained the qualification of those to 

enjoy the mercy of the Highest. He said: 

“O, Give thanks unto the LORD; for he is 
good: for his mercy endureth for ever. Let 
Israel now say, that his mercy endureth for 
ever. Let the house of Aaron now say, that 
his mercy endureth for ever. Let them now 
that fear the LORD say, that his mercy 
endureth for ever.” 

(Psalm 118:1-4) 
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The category of those who stand to enjoy the 

mercy of God is clear from this passage. These are 

the Israelites, the priests (old and new) and those 

that fear God. One other group not stated here is 

to be found in Proverbs 28:13. It reads:  

“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: 
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy.”  

(Proverbs 28:13) 

 

According to this text, the category of those 

entitled to enjoy the mercy of God includes those 

who not only confess their sins but have decided 

to forsake them. The Bible says they shall have 

mercy. Yet another group of persons entitled to 

enjoy mercy are those who are ready to show 

mercy to others. Jesus said in the beatitudes, 

“Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 

mercy” (Matthew 5:7). This simply says, what you 

sow, you reap. This is a covenant that God would 

not break. Those who sow mercy receive mercy. 

God however knows, because He is sovereign, 

those that are likely to make the wrong choices 

and so end up badly despite all entreaties. Phar-

aoh was one of them. He had enough time to make 

good choices but just kept on making the wrong 
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choices. His lieutenants berated him. “And Phar-

aoh's servants said unto him, how long shall this man 

be a snare unto us? Let the men go, that they may serve 

the LORD their God: knowest thou not yet that Egypt 

is destroyed?” (Exodus 10:7). Yet he persisted in his 

obstinacy. He would not listen. Judas was not pre-

destined to betray Jesus. Any of the disciples 

could have done it. Judas became the son of perdi-

tion by choice. His choice was clear. He was a 

thief. The Bible says; 

“Then saith one of his disciples, Judas 
Iscariot, Simeon's son, which should betray 
him, why was not this ointment sold for 
three hundred pence, and given to the 
poor? This he said, not that he cared for the 
poor; but because he was a thief, and had 
the bag, and bare what was put therein.” 

(John 12:4-6) 

The end result of the choices made by Judas 

over time was very clear. It was therefore not diffi-

cult for the devil to enter into him and use him to 

carry out the act of betrayal. His choices predes-

tined him for the act. Esau was another person 

that loved making wrong choices. God knows 

Esau will end up badly because of the many bad 

choices he would make in life. There was no 

record that he ever desired the God of his father. 
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He was a stranger and therefore estranged from 

the commonwealth. His choice was his undoing. 

This shows that even those who started badly can 

end up well if they begin to make good choices. 

Not once was it mentioned that Esau lifted up his 

voice to call upon the God of his fathers. Even the 

wives Esau picked angered the mother. But Jacob, 

though he started badly, when he was in Bethel he 

remembered to pray. He promised to build an 

altar of worship to God. His choices were clear. He 

chose God and God perfected the imperfection in 

his life. Life is a journey; heaven is the destination, 

provided you make the right choices.  

Predestination in the proper context means the 

end result of choices made. What God predestinat-

ed is the consequences of our choices. Once you 

make a choice, the end is predestined. If you sin, 

you die (Romans 6:23). If you accept Jesus you are 

given eternal life (John 3:16). If you walk in the 

narrow way, you end up with life (Matthew 7:13). 

If you walk on the broad way, you end up with 

destruction (Matthew 7:14). If you choose life, you 

live, you choose death, you die (Deuteronomy 

30:19). This is the concept of predestination. 
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2 
 

THE ROAD MAP 
 
 
 

 

I n many countries of the world, after completing 

the immigration formality you are most likely 

to be confronted, particularly if you are a first-time 

visitor, with the issue of your destination in the 

inner city. To get to where you are going, you will 

require a map which in most cases is available 

without a fee. With the map, you are sure of arriv-

ing at your destination without frustration. God 

also has provided us with a road map to aid us in 

our journey to His kingdom. One thing that is 

clear about God, about His relationship with us is 

that He leads us and He always wants to be able to 

lead us. Psalm 23 says, the Lord is not only our 

shepherd but that He leads us in the path of right-

eousness for His name sake.  

 

57 
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Psalm 37:3 says, “Lead me and guide me.” God 

always wants to lead His people. Psalm 25:5 says, 

“Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the 

God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.” 

A road map is a direction and one way in 

which God leads us is by giving us direction. 

What does it mean to give direction? Direction 

refers to the point towards which something 

should face. Should it face up or down, left or 

right, forward or backward? It also refers to the 

line along which something is moving or lies. 

Where you face is important to where you are 

going. Where something faces is important as it 

indicates the direction along which it should 

move. Something does not face the North and 

move in the opposite direction. If, therefore, you 

are surprised at the line along which you are 

moving then you should look at the point you are 

looking at. If you look upward, you will move 

upward, and if you look downward, you will 

move downward.  

In Exodus 14:15, God said to Moses “Tell the 

children of Israel to move forward.” At every junction 

in life's journey, a wise man will seek direction. 

When a pilgrim acquaints himself with the road 

map, he encounters less frustration but without it, 
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the pilgrim faces the risk of missing the way; 

wastes precious time and probably gets lost.  

The road map was clearly written for the 

pilgrim in Obadiah 1:17. It says, “But upon Mount 

Zion there shall be deliverance and there shall be holi-

ness; and the house of Jacob shall possess their posses-

sions.” The Lord Jesus reiterated the road map, he 

says “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 

righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 

you” (Matthew 6:33). The order is clear: deliver-

ance must occur before the people can walk in 

holiness. Holiness however is the precursor to 

prosperity. 

To be truly delivered is to be translated from 

the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God. 

Apostle Paul said,  

“Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath 
made us meet to be partakers of the inher-
itance of the saints in light: who hath 
delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of 
his dear Son.”  

(Colossians 1:12-13) 

Deliverance is a translation from one kingdom 

to another; it is freedom from one dominion to 

another dominion. God's plan is a plan of 

deliverance. This goes far beyond the issue of 
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chasing out demons from people; important as 

this may be. The deliverance plan is a translation 

from darkness to light. No matter the number of 

demons cast out of a man, if he is not born again 

he has not been delivered. To be delivered is to be 

translated from the kingdom of darkness and to 

begin a walk with the Lord. Walking with God is 

imperative for every child of God.  

Deliverance is the act of tearing the veil of 

darkness that covers the people; that prevents 

them from receiving the glorious gospel of Christ. 

Paul said,  

“But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are lost: in whom the god of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, lest the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them.”  

(2 Corinthians 4:3-4) 

After the veil had been torn and people are 

brought into the kingdom they are to walk in 

holiness and live righteously.  

The words holiness and righteousness can 

safely be summarized as “the act of pleasing 

God.” The Bible says, in Hebrews 11:5,  

“By faith Enoch was translated that he 
should not see death; and was not found, 
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because God had translated him: for before 
his translation he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God.”  

(Hebrews 11:5) 

Pleasing God is the ultimate that God expects of 

all believers. The end product of holiness, 

righteousness and service to God is to please God. 

Listen, your holiness is nothing, if it is not pleasing to 

God; your righteousness is useless, if it is not 

pleasing to God; your service to God is unacceptable, 

if it is not pleasing to God. In Matthew 3:17, the Bible 

says, “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my 

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Every believer 

is expected to live his or her life in a way that is 

pleasing unto God. Paul said “But as we were 

allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, 

even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, 

which trieth our hearts” (1 Thessalonians 2:4). In 

Colossians 1:9-10 Paul said again,  

“For this cause we also, since the day we 
heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to 
desire that ye might be filled with the 
knowledge of His will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding; that ye might walk 
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in 
the knowledge of God.” 

(Colossians 1:9-10) 
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The period between gaining entrance into the 

kingdom and the time we possess our possessions 

is a time to prove our faithfulness, our love, our 

loyalty and our commitment to God. It is a time to 

prove our decision to abide in the house of God 

and not take after the prodigal son who collected 

his share of the father‟s wealth and disappeared. 

The prodigal son cared not for the interest or 

welfare of the kingdom. Apostle Peter gave us an 

insight as to the methodology adopted by God.  

In 1 Peter 5:10, the Bible says,  

“But the God of all grace, who hath called us 
unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
that ye have suffered a while, make you 
perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.”  

(1 Peter 5:10) 

This scripture was illustrated in the life of 

Joseph. The Bible says,  

“Moreover, he called for a famine upon the 
land: he brake the whole staff of bread. He 
sent a man before them, even Joseph, who 
was sold for a servant: whose feet they hurt 
with fetters: he was laid in iron: Until the 
time that his word came: the word of the 
LORD tried him. The king sent and loosed 
him; even the ruler of the people, and let 
him go free. He made him lord of his house, 
and ruler of all his substance: to bind his 
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princes at his pleasure; and teach his 
senators wisdom.” 

(Psalm 105:16-22) 

Joseph did not inherit the promise until he was 

tried and found faithful. 

Why is this approach the preferred method by 

God, simply because as the Bible says in Jeremiah 

17:9,  

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it? I the 
LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even 
to give every man according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings.” 

(Jeremiah 17:9) 

God needed to know the hearts of men before 

committing the treasures of the kingdom into their 

hands. If their heart is not right, their hand cannot 

receive the blessings of the kingdom. The Bible 

says, “When a man’s ways please the LORD, he 

maketh even his enemies to be at peace with 

him” (Proverbs 16:7). 

Salvation is the greatest miracle that anyone 

could receive. After salvation, the person becomes 

a child of God and also becomes qualified to 

receive the bread, a part of which is deliverance 

from demon possessions. There may also be need 

to deliver the person from poverty, stagnation, 
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curses, jinxes and other activities of the powers of 

darkness. Jesus brought this truth home to us in 

his encounter with the woman who requested 

deliverance for her daughter. 

“Then Jesus went thence, and departed into 
the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a 
woman of Canaan came out of the same 
coasts and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my 
daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. But 
he answered her not a word. And his disciples 
came and besought him, saying, send her 
away; for she crieth much after us. But he 
answered and said, I am not sent but unto the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel. Then came 
she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help 
me. But he answered and said, it is not meet 
to take the children's bread, and cast it to 
dogs. And she said, truth, Lord: yet the dogs 
eat of the crumbs which fall from their 
master's table. Then Jesus answered and said 
unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it 
unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter 
was made whole from that very hour.”  

(Matthew 15:21-28) 

Jesus meant by this statement that only the 

children of the kingdom are entitled to receive 

deliverance from demon possession and not those 

outside the kingdom. This is why it is sometimes 

imprudent to cast out devils from those who have 
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not first given their lives to Christ. If you chase out 

the demons from the life of an unsaved person, 

except he gives his life to Christ immediately after, 

as was the case with the madman of Gadara (Mark 

5:1-10), the demons will now go and find seven 

other demons more wicked than himself and the 

Bible says the last state of that man will be worse 

than the beginning. Jesus said, 

“When the unclean spirit is gone out of a 
man, he walketh through dry places, seeking 
rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, I will 
return into my house from whence I came 
out; and when he is come, he findeth it 
empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth 
he, and taketh with himself seven other 
spirits more wicked than himself, and they 
enter in and dwell there: and the last state 
of that man is worse than the first.”  

(Matthew 12:43-45) 

The first priority therefore is deliverance from 

the kingdom of darkness and translation to the 

kingdom of light, after which issues of righteous-

ness should take the front burner and then the 

child of God can possess his possessions. A people 

must be delivered before they can serve the Lord. 

God‟s message to pharaoh through Moses was, 

“let my people go that they may serve me”. When 

you are delivered, God expects you to walk in 
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holiness. He said to Abraham after delivering him 

from the worship of idols, “walk before me and be 

thou perfect” (Genesis 17:1). It is as we walk with 

the Lord that we are perfected. Part of the perfect-

ing process is being delivered from demonic 

possessions so that we can better serve the Lord 

without hindrance.  

As the pilgrim walk in holiness, putting on the 

breastplate of righteousness, he possesses his 

possessions. Many people think that as you come 

into the kingdom, you begin to accumulate mate-

rial possessions, which is part of the blessings of 

the kingdom; it is not so. You are called to adopt a 

life style of holiness and it is as you walk in holi-

ness that you enter into prosperity. It is the devil 

that offers the goodies (prosperity, children, good 

health, etc) to people before communicating the 

ground rules of his kingdom. He actually entices 

people with the offers of good things in order to 

enslave them. Once they accept what he has to 

offer, he seals their fate. He is never plain or trans-

parent. His encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ 

was quite revealing. The Bible says; 

“Again, the devil taketh him up into an 
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him 
all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory 
of them, and saith unto him, all these things 
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will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me.” 

(Matthew 4:8-9)  

He took him to a high mountain in order to 

give a better view of the goodies and entice Jesus. 

He puts the gift before the commandments. Many 

have been deceived in this fashion, thinking of the 

generosity of the devil but with the devil, there is 

no free lunch. It must be paid for in full. Many 

have received wealth and children from the dark 

kingdom before they are exposed to the ground 

rules. They discover too late that it was a bait to 

entangle their soul. But Jesus knew the tricks and 

speedily commanded him to depart. 

The Achan's story, found in Joshua 6, teaches 

us that after translation (deliverance) from dark-

ness to light, the spoil is not the next thing but the 

commandments of God. The young man, Achan, 

after gaining entrance into the city of Jericho saw a 

Babylonian garment and coveted it. He took it and 

knowing the implication of what he was doing, 

decided to hide it from others. He hid it among his 

stuff. No one saw him do it but God did. He 

suffered for this flagrant violation of the com-

mandment of God. 

If when you come to church, the first preoccu-
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pation you have is, “God bless me and prosper me 

and give me children and give me, and give me” 

then you are heading for trouble. Isaiah 2:3 says, 

“And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let 

us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of 

the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and 

we walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the 

law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” This 

is the missing gap in the church today. Many come 

into the Kingdom and the first thing they want is 

the blessing of God. The road map says no. After 

deliverance there must be holiness before you 

possess your possession. God prescribed three 

stages but men prefer to circumvent and reduce 

the process to two. Remember when you take a 

short cut; you also cut your life short. This is the 

case with Achan; he took a short cut to prosperity 

and his life was cut short. 

After deliverance, the first thing to learn is His 

way; the way of holiness. Prophet Isaiah said,  

“And an highway shall be there, and a way, 
and it shall be called The way of holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall 
be for those: the way- faring men, though 
fools, shall not err therein.”  

(Isaiah 35:8) 
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If you fail to walk on the highway of holiness, 

you are not walking after the due order and 

beware lest a breach come upon you as it did in 

the life of Uzziah and Achan. Job had a perfect 

understanding of the road map of God. He said,  

“Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at 
peace: thereby good shall come unto thee. 
Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, 
and lay up his words in thine heart. If thou 
return to the almighty, thou shalt be built up; 
thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy 
tabernacles. Then shalt thou lay up gold as 
dust, and the gold of Orphir as the stones of 
the brooks. Yea, the Almighty shall be thy 
defence, and thou shalt have plenty of silver.” 

(Job 22:21-25) 

If you abandon holiness or sacrifice holiness in 

the pursuit of wealth, you are doomed. This does 

not mean you will not be wealthy, it simply means 

that God has classified you as a robber to be 

excluded from the kingdom. The children of Israel 

had the same problem and they perished in the 

wilderness. They were brought out of the land of 

bondage in Egypt and as soon as they came out 

they started crying for water, for food, and God 

slew them (Psalm 78:12-31). 

They should have inquired about His way, His 

commandments; they should have acquainted 
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themselves with the God who delivered them 

from their enemy. They chose things instead of 

Him and lost out. It is interesting to see God feed-

ing them though he had earmarked them for 

destruction. If you are committing sins and yet 

prospering; be rest assured that God has classified 

you as a robber (Job 12:6). If you are taking bribes, 

committing fornication and adultery and yet pros-

pering materially; take note God had decided to 

do away with you. It does not matter that you 

spend the money to build His Church or to take 

care of his servants. He told those casting out 

demons that he never knew them. He expects you 

to be just before being generous; to live holy and 

be acceptable in his presence before seeking to 

serve Him. You may still be prospering but God 

has closed your file, except you repent and forsake 

your sinful ways. 

It must be realized that the moment we were 

born again, born of the water and of the spirit, we 

had become pilgrims and strangers in this world. 

We had commenced a journey to the land of the 

King where the Son is the Light. This is why Jesus 

said, referring to the disciples and of course the 

believers that “They are not of the world, even as I am 

not of the world” (John 17:16). The believer is in this 
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world but not of this world. He is a stranger and a 

pilgrim.  

Everyone is on a pilgrimage; individually we 

are headed to life or to destruction. Which path 

have you chosen? When you are on the path to 

life, challenges would arise to dissuade you from 

continuing.  The devil will contend and raise 

obstacles. Afflictions will come. Only the deter-

mined pilgrim makes it to the end. So the Bible 

says, “Those that will live godly in this present world 

shall suffer persecution” (1 Timothy 2:4). However, 

as the Psalmist observed “many are the afflictions of 

the righteous, but the Lord delivereth him from them 

all” (Psalm 34:10). 

God has given us the road map to follow in 

order to arrive safely at our destination. What God 

wants for us is far better and superior to what we 

want for ourselves. If we however reject his road 

map, he will not deny us the consequences of our 

choices. In 1 Kings 8, the Israelites wanted an 

earthly king but God warned them of the conse-

quences. He, however, did not deny them their 

choice of a king. Because God sees better and far, 

he always knows what is better for us. 

Many do not understand that, though, God is 

desirous of saving all and he is not willing that 
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any should perish; he had committed the choice of 

making heaven to mankind. He said it, but we 

forgot. He said "I lay before you life and death" 

but he counselled all to "choose life that you may 

live". He desires that we all be saved but the 

choice of life is in our hands. Jesus explained all 

these too clearly. He said,  

"Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat. Because strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that findeth it." 

(Matthew 7:13-14) 

This is a signal to aid us in making our choices. 

We need a guide and Christ provided one. He said 

the broad way leads to destruction, don't choose it. 

The narrow way leads to life, choose it. What else 

do we want him to do?  

What God wants for us is achievable only with 

our cooperation and participation? God wants you 

to be prosperous but you cannot achieve this 

except you cooperate with God. He wants you to 

go to heaven but this is only possible with your 

cooperation. If you think what God wants for you 

will happen without your cooperation, you have 

another thing coming. In 1 Timothy 2:3-4, the Bible 
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says, “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of 

God our Saviour: who will have all men to be saved, 

and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” But why 

are all men not saved? It is because they failed to 

believe the gospel. 

Every pilgrim has a responsibility to choose 

right and to maintain good works. He has the 

responsibility to do those things that will keep him 

on the right path. Christianity is not a passive life 

in which you are called to do nothing. If we are 

ever going to make it to the end we have to be 

active. Passive Christians do not grow and eventu-

ally they backslide.  In Philippians 2:12-13, the 

Bible says, “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always 

obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more 

in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 

and trembling. For, it is God, which worketh in you 

both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” God 

works in you, but on the other hand you have the 

responsibility to work out your salvation with fear 

and trembling. In other words, God has done and 

is doing something inside; but you have to mani-

fest it outside.  

In Romans 6:18-19, the Bible says, “Being then 

made free from sin…” God has made you free from 

sin and you have become the servant of righteous-
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ness. That is God's provision but in Verse 19 the 

Bible now says, “for as ye have yielded your members 

servants to uncleaness and to iniquity unto iniquity; 

even so now yield your members servants to righteous-

ness unto holiness.” On the one side, there is the 

promise of God but on your own side, as a human 

being, there is something you must do about it. 

Listen, faith is sharing responsibility with God 

in the light of scriptures in order to create the 

future you desire. Any kind of faith that seeks to 

make God absolutely responsible is an irresponsi-

ble faith. The pilgrim has a path, which he must 

follow to arrive at the desired destination. Failure 

to heed the signpost that dotted the pathway has 

led many to the path of destruction.  

Jeremiah 6:16 says,  

“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, 
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is 
the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 
find rest for your souls. But they said, we will 
not walk therein.”  

(Jeremiah 6:16) 

Everyone must choose the path to tread and he 

is solely responsible for the choice made. For this 

reason, he needs counsel and the Bible offers one. 

Choose life! No one could choose for the other. 
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Father cannot choose for the children. Mothers 

cannot choose for daughters, neither could the 

children choose for the parents. Elder Joshua put it 

well before the children of Israel. He said, 

“And if it seem evil unto you to serve the 
LORD, choose you this day whom ye will 
serve; whether the gods which your fathers 
served that were on the other side of the 
flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the LORD.” 

(Joshua 24:15) 
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3 
 

THE BY-PASS 
 
 
 

 

T his is a warning to all pilgrims. On this jour-

ney, there is a road that is parallel; it looks 

similar but different. It actually leads to a different 

destination. For those not acquainted with the 

road map, there is the danger of taking this major 

by-pass that leads in the opposite direction with 

the attendant consequence of not reaching home. 

This by-pass is the struggle for political power, 

generally known as politics.  

The Bible says,  

“There is a way that seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death.”  

(Proverbs 16:25) 
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Many pilgrims are greatly mistaken as to the 

nature of their heritage. They easily forget that 

though they are in this world, they are not of this 

world (John 17:9). Our heritage is unmistakably 

different. Power is one of the major baits used by 

the enemy to lure believers from their devotion to 

God. With power comes money, with money 

comes women and by and by they are taken 

captive by the unholy trinity of hell. 

Many have gone the way of the world on 

account of their exposure to power, money and 

women.  The truth is that many are not prepared 

to face the challenges brought about by the expo-

sure to the world on account of political power. 

They underestimate the dangerous terrain of poli-

tics until they are totally subsumed and begin to 

stink while they spiritualize their foolishness. Not 

many are equipped to face the challenges that 

come with the acquisition of political power. Not a 

few get carried away and do the same thing that 

the heathens do. They steal money, tell lies and 

sleep with women of easy virtues, expecting God 

to understand because they spend part of their ill-

gotten wealth in the service of God. They harass 

and maim opponents in a bid to capture or retain 

political power calling it politics. They join evil 
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company and still expect their Christian character 

not to take a bashing. They are greatly mistaken. 

Under the guise of improving the lot of others, 

they soon fall prey to their unbridled lust for 

worldly power and are soon forgotten on the jour-

ney to eternal life. 

Daniel told king Nebuchadnezzar that God 

gave the reins of government to the basest of men. 

These are men that are reputed as nothing in his 

sight, men that have become despicable and 

detestable in His presence. Remember, “that which 

is highly exalted among men, is abomination in the 

sight of God” (Luke 16:15). Why does He do that? 

God knows it takes extra effort to sustain honour 

and character in the life of any one bestowed with 

power. Even David, a man reputed to be after 

God's own heart, derailed in the matter of Bath-

sheba. Solomon who was specially endowed to 

rule over the heritage of God was swayed by his 

love for foreign women, the particular thing God 

said they should not do. He erred just in the same 

way that Adam and Eve erred. To disobey God's 

commandment flagrantly is always the desire of 

the devil and when a child of God is overtly 

exposed to the lure of power, his armour is let 

down and danger looms. 
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To assume that Christians must be in politics 

and capture political power for the welfare of the 

people to be assured is to be greatly mistaken. To 

assume that except Christians take over the reins 

of power, the lot of the people will never be better 

is to limit God. The truth is; God is not weak. Even 

if we assume; by our carnal assessment and wrong 

thinking, that God is weak, the Bible says, “the 

weakness of God is stronger than men” (1 Corinthians 

1:25). No man can stand in the way of God, once 

He rises to do His work. It is a fact that God has 

never created any man that is beyond his control. 

He can use anyone and anything to accomplish his 

purpose. No man born of a woman can become 

too powerful for God to handle. When King 

Belshazzar in Daniel 5, thought too highly of 

himself, a finger wrote his sentence on a wall and 

his kingdom was divided.  

When Herod in Acts 12:21-23 was praised to 

high heavens and he took to himself the honour 

that belongs to God, worms ate him up. It is 

proven that man is no match for God. Let us stop 

overestimating the mortal man. He can only act 

the script given to him. Consider Pharaoh, who 

thought he was something; he drowned in the Red 

Sea. What about Nebuchadnezzar, who was given 
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the brain of an animal for seven years. He did the 

unthinkable; he ate grass and slept in the open 

field. No man can overpower God. The evil of 

man has a limit. It is within the confines set by the 

Almighty God. Any man, who thinks he is 

something, when he is nothing, deceives himself. 

God said in Isaiah 51:12-13; 

“I, even I, am he that comforteth you: who 
art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a 
man that shall die, and of the son of man 
which shall be made as grass; and forgettest 
the LORD thy maker, that hath stretched 
forth the heavens, and laid the foundations 
of the earth; and hast feared continually 
every day because of the fury of the 
oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? 
And where is the fury of the oppressor?” 

(Isaiah 51:12-13) 

God is never limited; He can use anyone to 

accomplish his purpose, even the devil. In Proverbs 

16:4, the Bible says, “The Lord hath made all things for 

himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.”  

God used Cyrus, a pagan king. Cyrus the 

great, was founder of the Persian Empire and its 

ruler. He conquered Babylon in 539BC and pro-

claimed that the exiled Jews might return to Jeru-

salem to rebuild the Temple. Isaiah spoke of Cyrus 

as God's 'shepherd' and as the Lord's 'anointed' 
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servant. God used Artaxerxes 1, king of Persia to 

support the building of the wall of Jerusalem by 

Nehemiah. He granted permission to Nehemiah, 

his cup bearer, to go to Jerusalem to rebuild the 

wall that was broken down and its gates 

destroyed by fire. God used a raven to feed Proph-

et Elijah during famine. Now, ravens are not 

friendly birds to mankind. They are reputed to 

feed on humans. Yet God used this ferocious bird 

to minister to Elijah in time of need.  

Politics is about power but more importantly, 

it is about service to the people. It is therefore ex-

pected to be motivated by altruistic intention. But 

this is hardly the case in many parts of the world. 

The search for power is usually violent and 

destructive. Politicians are hardly gentlemen. They 

may pose as having friendly mien but this is often 

deceptive. Underneath is a vicious visage support-

ed by an evil capacity beyond the imagination of 

ordinary onlooker. Looks generally are deceptive 

and more so in politics. Ordinarily, since political 

power is supposed to be about service, the concept 

of servant-leadership is widely accepted and 

scripturally correct.  

Jesus actually put this in context:  
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“And he said unto them, the kings of the 
Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and 
they that exercise authority upon them are 
called benefactors. But ye shall not be so: 
but he that is greatest among you, let him be 
as the younger; and he that is chief, as he 
that doth serve.” 

(Luke 22:25-26) 

The real question is; if politics is about service, 

why must I kill and maim in order to serve my 

fellow men? Why should I bribe the people in 

order to be accepted a leader? The point is: the 

quest for power is no longer an altruistic pursuit. 

Power is sought for personal aggrandizement and 

to massage the ego. The genuine servant-leader 

had long taken his leave of the rogues that 

remained in politics. Today's politicians freely plot 

the fall of one another and they say gleefully 'no 

permanent friends' in politics. It is obviously clear 

that it is no more ideological persuasion that 

informed the choice of political parties as the left 

and the right had long taken refuge under the 

cover of sleazy money. 

The pilgrim who forsook his calling to answer 

the call of politics will soon discover that he is out 

of the heavenly race. Politics is a dangerous by-

pass. It leads to nowhere. It is a decoy of the devil 
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to mislead and distract the pilgrims. To assert that 

when children of God are in control of political 

power, things will be alright is totally misleading. 

This is not true because the power of darkness 

does not let go easily of their domain. The earth is 

under gross darkness and is reserved for fire. God 

is not involved in the process of repairing or 

reforming the earth. He is in the process of prepar-

ing it for destruction by fire. The Bible says, 'evil 

men shall wax worse and worse'. Apostle Paul 

painted a vivid picture of what man would be in 

the last days. He said, 

“This know also that in the last days perilous 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of 
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemous, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, without natural 
affection, truce breakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good, traitors, heady, high minded, 
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 
having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof: from such turn away.” 

(2 Timothy 3:1-5) 

Listen, the status of men before God has 

declined greatly. The earth and the people that 

live on it have degenerated. We are far removed 

from the original intention of God at creation. 
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Except we return to the Almighty God both the 

earth and those who live on it are doomed for 

destruction. The world is not for reformation. It 

has grown old and almost ready to pass away. 

Our iniquity has corrupted the earth and is 

beyond repair. God had slated the earth for 

destruction by fire (2 Peter 3:7,10).  

As pilgrims, we should look forward to a new 

earth and a new heaven. We should prepare our-

selves to be accounted worthy to partake in God's 

divine arrangement. The temptation to repair our 

present world and reform it through politics is 

great. Pilgrims however must be careful not to 

become entangled in this fruitless pursuit. To 

mingle with the unbelievers, under the guise of 

creating a better society through political gang-

sterism is a dangerous exercise. To be blessed is to 

abstain. The Bible says, “Blessed is the man that 

walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth 

in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 

scornful” (Psalm 1:1). If believers do not abstain 

from the pollution of the world, it will be their 

ruin and doom. 

It is not the world that needs to be reformed 

but the men of the earth. There was the story of a 

boy who was playing pranks round the house and 
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disturbing the father who desperately needed 

some rest. In a bid to obtain some quietness, the 

father after several attempts without success called 

the boy and gave him the task of putting together 

the world map, in a jig-saw puzzle. He thought 

within himself that the boy would take hours, if at 

all, he will ever succeed in putting it together. The 

boy set to work and before the father could get 

some respite, he was back with the world map 

neatly put together. Amazed at what the boy had 

done, he asked him to explain how come he was 

able to do it so quickly. The boy smiled and drew 

his attention to the picture of a man behind the 

world map. He said he did not pay attention to the 

world map, which he knew little about but the 

picture of a man behind the map. He simply put 

the man together and got the world map in place. 

The moral is this; it is the men that have turned 

the world upside down that should be turned 

down side up. So we are to repair the man, for the 

world to be at rest. Repairing men is however the 

biggest hurdle.  

The Bible says, 

“But the sons of Belial shall be all of them as 
thorns thrust away, because they cannot be 
taken with hands: but the man that shall 
touch them must be fenced with iron and 
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the staff of a spear; and they shall be utterly 
burned with fire in the same place.”  

(2 Samuel 23:6-7) 

This is a fitting description of the unregenerate 

minds, many of who now bestride the political 

landscape like colossus in many countries of the 

world. As pilgrims and strangers in this world, 

our priorities must be right. Many children of 

God have been lost to politics. They were 

dispossessed of the road map in the process and 

cannot return to the path of righteousness. 

Having dined with the devil, they had become his 

in-laws. Those who managed to return had 

learned bitter lessons; they are wounded and 

walk about with crutches with their testimony 

destroyed and shame trailing them. Politics for 

the sake of capturing power is destructive and 

better left alone than meddled with. 

The test of power is in its application. Power 

when acquired or bestowed must be applied with-

out partiality. King David said, “The spirit of the 

Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue. The 

God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He 

that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of 

the God” (2 Samuel 23:2-3). Power must not be 

used to gain undue advantage for the holder or his 
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cronies. It must not be used to oppress or suppress 

others in any form. In a nutshell, power must not 

be abused. This is where the problem lies. Many 

are not prepared for the challenge to use power 

impartially and unselfishly. The Bible says, 

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, thou 
shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine 
enemy. But I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute 
you; that ye may be the children of your 
Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his 
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and the unjust.”  

(Matthew 5:43-45) 

The truth is; God does not really need his 

children in politics in order to get things done. We 

will be wrong to think that without man, God is 

limited. God is not limited. He can and always has 

achieved his purpose without the help of man. He 

uses men, even animals, but he is not helpless 

because His own men are not in position of power 

to influence things for Him. In a land, in which 

Jezebel and the husband, Ahab, reigned and ruled, 

God had 7,000 men, that never bowed down their 

knees to Baal. He did not impose or make one of 

them a ruler. 
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The pilgrims and strangers gone ahead of us 

did not participate in politics. The example of 

Daniel is instructive. Daniel was never in politics 

so it was easier for all his colleagues to conspire 

against him. He did not miss his prayer hours and 

was known to be innocent and forthright even by 

the pagan king. They ganged up against him in 

order to eliminate him. Daniel was a mere appoin-

tee of the king. He did not campaign for an office 

and did not struggle to retain it.  It was therefore 

an easy thing for him to ignore the foolish decision 

that no one should pray to any other God for 

thirty days. He knew where he belonged. He was 

not a politician. He stood with God and God stood 

for him even in the den of lions. A child of God 

could be appointed to serve. He need not be a 

politician to serve his nation in any capacity. 

Daniel was found faithful and he possessed extra-

ordinary wisdom since the Holy Spirit was in him. 

He served successive governments and did not 

fail. He stood uncompromisingly for righteous-

ness and integrity in government and was noted 

and promoted for it. 

The enemies of Daniel said this of him;  

“Then the presidents and princes sought to 
find occasion against Daniel concerning the 
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kingdom; but they could find none occasion 
nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, 
neither was there any error or fault found in 
him. Then said these men, we shall not find 
any occasion against Daniel, except we find it 
against him concerning the law of his God.” 

(Daniel 6:4-5) 

For many that are bestowed with powers in 

our own days we do not need to search far before 

the fault is established. They compete with the un-

believers in the diversion of public fund for 

personal purposes. They flagrantly abuse the trust 

reposed in them and wallow in ill-gotten wealth. 

They are partial in the administration of the affairs 

of the state. They do not do equity between men. 

They are corrupt, unjust and selfish. 

Joseph became the Prime Minister in the land 

of Egypt. He was sold to Egypt as a slave and 

could never have accomplished much in politics 

had he ventured. But Pharaoh saw something in 

him that he did not find in any other. He asked, 

“Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the 

Spirit of God is?” (Genesis 41:38). That was the 

qualification that he possessed and he was 

appointed the second in command in a foreign 

land. When we truly pursue God and make Him 

the centre of our desire; we stand in a better place 
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to be used by God as He wills; either in govern-

ment or in an office or in His church. It is for Him 

to decide, not ours to dictate. The world is rotten, 

God knows; the society is corrupt, God knows; but 

the reason for the decadence in the society is our 

failure to follow his commandments. To repair the 

earth is not a work for man but God that created it 

and he had decided to destroy it by fire. 

True, many want political power so that they 

could do good; build hospitals and schools and 

impact the lives of the down trodden. But must 

the votes of the people be stolen to do them good? 

Must strange bedfellows be courted in a bid to 

capture political power? Does the end justify the 

means? As far as God is concerned, if the means is 

corrupt, the end product is bad and unacceptable. 

The question is; do you want to help God without 

His consent? The temptation to do so is great but 

that does not make it right. Uzza tried it and 

perished. The Bible says, 

“And when they came to the threshing floor 
of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold 
the ark; for the oxen stumbled. And the 
anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzza, 
and he smote him, because he put his hand 
to the ark and there he died before God.” 

(1 Chronicles 13:9-10) 
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Moses also tried it and languished in the 

wilderness for forty years. It was in the wilder-

ness, rearing and leading animals, that he learned 

patience. He learned to wait on God for direction. 

After he learnt his lessons, he was able to lead the 

people of God out of Egypt. When he ventured on 

his own he killed a man. But when he was led of 

God, he killed a whole army in the Red Sea. 

God uses men to accomplish His purpose on 

earth; and all are available and at his service, 

either to destroy or to rebuild. He knows the right 

implement to use at the right time. God is not sen-

timental or partial in any way. He has never lost 

control. All are under his commands, even the 

devil. The devil could do nothing except when 

permitted. No President can act outside the will of 

God, even when he is an evil genius. He still 

serves God in that state. 

This is not about being careless or placid 

regarding our environment. It is about focusing on 

our assigned role, so that at the end we do not fail 

in the one and only purpose given to us by God by 

which we may also fail to reach our desired haven 

on the last day. Paul said to Timothy, “No man that 

warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; 

that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a 
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soldier” (2 Timothy 2:4). The Bible says believers 

“are the salt of the earth', it is your responsibility 

to prove it; it says believers “are the light of the 

world” it is your duty to prove it; in your own 

little corner. Prove yourself and let God lift you 

up. He knows your capacity; he knows what you 

can bear. He knows the right type of temptations 

that you can overcome. He knows that when you 

are exposed to the outside world in a particular 

way, you may never return in one piece, because 

the world is under the dominion of the evil one. 

The point is; Christians should be in government 

not by force, or bribing people for votes or by 

joining evil associations but at the command of 

God only. Let it not be you who is craving for 

power because you may never return to the 

narrow road. 

The incident which happened to Nebuchad-

nezzar happened for just one purpose: until Nebu-

chadnezzar knows a hidden secret. The scriptures 

read as follows: 

“Let his heart be changed from man's, and 
let a beast's heart be given unto him; and let 
seven times pass over him. This matter is by 
the decree of the watchers, and the demand 
by the word of the holy ones; to the intent 
that the living may know that the most High 
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ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it 
to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over 
it the basest of men.” 

(Daniel 4:16-17) 

God needed to communicate an important 

message to the world and He chose the most 

powerful king of the time whose dominion 

reached to the end of the earth to convey it. The 

message was simply this: “…till thou know that the 

most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it 

to whomsoever he will” (Daniel 4:25). Daniel went 

further, “And whereas they commanded to leave the 

stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto 

thee after that thou shalt have known that the heavens 

do rule” (Daniel 4:26). 

The purpose for which Nebuchadnezzar was 

driven from his kingdom and the heart of a beast 

was given to him was to make him realise that the 

most high ruleth. Truly, we see men and women 

becoming Presidents, Governors, Senators, 

Mayors and Councillors but God said I am the one 

that ruleth and put men (even at times the worst 

of them) in charge. Proverbs 16:33 says, “The lot is 

cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is the 

Lord.” This is very difficult to swallow and we 

may be tempted to dismiss this assertion without a 
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thought. The truth, however, is nobody ascends to 

any position without God permitting it. The 

permissive will of God is however not the perfect 

will of God. When we choose, He permits it; for he 

will not force His choice on us. Our choices how-

ever are not the best but God will not override it. 

He will however show us the consequences of our 

choices, though he permitted it. 

Listen to what Nebuchadnezzar said at the end 

of his education and training in the animal king-

dom. He said: 

“And at the end of the days I Nebuchad-
nezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and 
mine understanding returned unto me, and I 
praised and honour him that liveth for ever, 
whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
and his kingdom is from generation to 
generation: and all the inhabitants of the 
earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth 
according to his will in the army of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth: and 
none can stay his hand, or say unto him, 
What does thou?” 

(Daniel 4:34,35) 

The solution offered by political power is a 

delusion, a mirage, which has deceived many. Not 

a few have gone into it and have their principled 

stand for God battered. Some learnt their lesson 
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before it was too late. The number of Christian 

casualty, slain on the altar of politics are too 

numerous to undertake a recount. Those slain by 

the quest for power are not minions but mighty 

and hitherto committed Christians who were mis-

led, thinking that politics is an innocent game of 

number. They discovered too late and lost their 

testimony. How are the mighty fallen, and the 

weapons of war perished. They are still alive but 

their testimonies are tainted. The truth is; no court 

likes a tainted witness. 

Politics is manipulative and destructive. When 

the children of Israel told Samuel that they wanted 

a king to rule over them so that they could be like 

other nations, Samuel was sad. But God encour-

aged him and said it was not Samuel that was 

rejected but Him. What the people were asking for 

was separation of the kingly and priestly duties. 

Under the former dispensation, heaven and earth 

were united but the people sought for a separa-

tion. This was why God said it was Him that they 

have rejected. 

Jesus taught the disciples to pray thus: “Thy 

will be done on earth as it is done in heaven.” The 

unity of heaven and earth brings justice, prosperi-

ty, and progress. When Heaven is separated from 



The Christian Pilgrim 97 

the affairs of the earth; injustice, poverty, retro-

gression and oppression will reign. Man to man is 

unjust, oppressive, selfish and always tending 

towards self.  We need Heaven to temper and 

contain the earth. It is Heavens that release rain of 

blessings upon the earth for fruitfulness 

(Deuteronomy 28:12).  

The cooperation of heaven and earth was 

beautifully designed by God so that as the ruler 

executes and directs the affairs of the earth, he 

reports also to God. This was beneficial as the 

leader was brought into direct contact with the 

owner of heaven and earth. The Psalmist wrote: 

“The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof; the 

world, and they that dwell therein” (Psalm 24:1). Any 

man put in position of authority therefore ought to 

be, by this appointment, humbled by his position 

and not lifted up in his heart. To the man in 

authority, Micah wrote, “He hath shewed thee, O 

man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of 

thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 

humbly with thy God” (Micah 6:8). The cooperation 

and unity of heaven and earth is essential for 

justice, prosperity and progress to manifest.  

Why should God be interested in the manage-

ment of the earth? Did not the Bible says, “The 
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heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD's: but the 

earth hath he given to the children of men” (Psalm 

115:16). Why should He be interested in what goes 

on in the earth? Why should the will of God be 

done on earth as in the heavens? Simple, the Bible 

says “the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.”  

How unthinkable it is that the owner of a thing 

should be deliberately excluded from its manage-

ment without consequence. We want to manage 

the earth without input from the founder and 

owner of the land. Yes, modern management theo-

ries supported the idea of separation of manage-

ment from ownership, yet the owners reserve the 

right to control management and ultimately 

change it to meet their expectations. Managers of 

companies have a clear understanding of this 

arrangement; they render accounts to the owners 

once a year and distribute dividends to the owners 

of the companies. Now what dividends or bonuses 

do we report, yearly or weekly, to God as the 

owner of the earth? We carry on as if the earth is 

ownerless. This is not so. The owner of the earth is 

God. The Psalmist declared: 

“The heavens are thine, the earth also is 
thine: as for the world and the fullness 
thereof, thou hast founded them.” 

(Psalm 89:11)  
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In the coming dispensation, the restoration of 

the perfect unity of the heavens and the earth was 

announced, thereby effectively terminating the 

separation brought about by man. John wrote in 

Revelation 1:5-6: 

“And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful 
witness, and the first begotten of the dead, 
and the prince of the kings of the earth. 
Unto him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and his Father; to 
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen.” 

(Revelation 1:5-6) 

God has made us kings and priests unto him-

self. The reporting line is clear and unambiguous. 

Until there is unity of earth and heavens, until a 

king and priest emerge, the looting, the killing, the 

maiming, the corruption and pilfering of State 

treasury will continue unabated. To deny this is to 

deny humanity. Until divinity is married with 

humanity, mankind cannot experience peace, 

prosperity and progress without discrimination. It 

is the blessing of the Lord that maketh rich with-

out sorrow. The duty of every Christian is not to 

join the political class, seeking the authorisation of 

men, for transient power but to cry aloud “Oh 

Lord, let thy kingdom come!”  
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By human standards, we have had good and 

sometimes bad rulers over the nations, but wheth-

er good or bad, none had succeeded in solving the 

human problems of inequities and injustice. This 

is because they are our choices, not God's choice. It 

is clear we cannot repair the earth without the 

participation of the owner of the earth. The ulti-

mate arrogance of mankind is to think that we can 

run the creation without the help of the creator. 

Kingship means dominion. It connotes authori-

ty and power. That is why the Bible says where 

the word of a king is, there is power. Priesthood 

means responsibility towards God. When the 

kingship is separated from the priesthood, there 

must be problem. When a king who is exercising 

authority is not responsible to God, the brigand-

age in the land will be pervasive. The Bible says 

when the wicked rule or are in authority the land 

must mourn (Proverbs 29:2). 

God commanded Samuel to inform the people 

of Israel on the character of the king that will rule 

over them. And Samuel told all the words of the 

LORD unto the people that asked of him a king (1 

Samuel 8: 9-10). Listen to what he said, 

“And he said, This will be the manner of the 
king that shall reign over you: he will take your 
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sons, and appoint them for himself; for his 
chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some 
shall run before his chariots. And he will 
appoint him captains over thousands, and 
captains over fifties; and will set them to ear 
his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to 
make his instruments of war, and instruments 
of his chariots. And he will take your daughters 
to be confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to 
be bakers. And he will take your fields, and 
your vineyards, and your olive yards, even the 
best of them, and give them to his servants. 
And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of 
your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to 
his servants. And he will take your 
menservants, and your maidservants, and 
your goodliest young men, and your asses, 
and put them to his work. He will take the 
tenth of your sheep: and ye shall be his 
servants. And ye shall cry out in that day 
because of your king which ye shall have 
chosen you; and the LORD will not hear you in 
that day.”  

(1 Samuel 8:11-22) 

If Samuel had expected the people to listen to 

him on this matter, he was greatly mistaken. They 

said unto him, “Nay; but we will have a king over us; 

that we also may be like all the nations; and that our 

king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our 

battles.” This shows the nature of man. They had 
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quickly forgotten that it was the LORD that fought 

for them against the many nations that they met 

on the way to the Promised Land. Moses told 

them it was not their power but God that gave 

them the victory over those giants. Yet they want-

ed a king to fight their battle now. Many with their 

eyes wide open chose the wrong way and no 

amount of persuasion will make them to turn to 

the right way. They are simply made up in their 

mind and remain adamant. 

What God was saying, in essence, is that when 

you choose for yourself, this will be the result. 

Your ruler will be oppressive; they will steal your 

money, take your women and commit abominable 

things. Though the final choice is still with God, 

our interference in the process and the separation 

of the kingship from the priesthood had polluted 

the process. This was why Samuel asked the 

people, 'whose things have I stolen? Testify 

against me'. He was telling them, I am not a 

product of your choice but God's choice.  When 

God chooses, it is always the best. That was why 

God did not allow the children of Eli to get there. 

He knew them; so he disallowed them. We do not 

know the people we choose as leaders beyond 

their speeches and other parochial interest. So 
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God's choice is always better and superior to ours. 

Jesus knew where he stood. Even at the most 

critical period in his life, Jesus answered, “My 

kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this 

world, then would my servants fight, that I should not 

be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not 

from hence” (John 18:36). He did not fight for the 

world because he knew all that was in the world; 

'the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the 

pride of life'. No wonder he said “I pray not for the 

world” (John 17:9). The pilgrim must be careful. 

This world is not our own, we are just passing 

through it. Do not build castle on it. Your sojourn 

in this “valley of Baca and shadow of death” is for 

a limited time.  Focus on where you are going, and 

honour God, while you live in this world. 
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4 
 

THE PREDATORS 
 
 
 

 

T he pilgrims' journey is similar to a journey 

through the wilderness. The world we live in 

is a wilderness, and the experience of those who 

passed through the wilderness before us is 

relevant. In the journey to the Promised Land, 

there are predators on the way looking for a prey; 

and a pilgrim must be well armed so as not to fall 

a victim. Passing through life is similar to the 

wilderness experience of the children of Israel. 

That is why the pilgrims pass through “the valley 

of the shadow of death” (Psalm 23:4) and also “the 

valley of Baca” (Psalm 84:6). In Deuteronomy 8:15, 

the Bible spoke of the wilderness as that great and 

terrible place “wherein were fiery serpents, and scor-

pions, and drought, where there was no water.” 

 

105 
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The journey of the pilgrim through the wilder-

ness is made more difficult with the presence of 

predators. Who are the predators of the pilgrims 

in the wilderness? The false prophets, the false 

brethren and the false apostles are vicious preda-

tors who hunt for the precious soul of the pilgrim. 

In response to the question of the disciples about 

the signs of the last days, Jesus told them about 

the proliferation of false prophets. In Matthew 24:4

-5, the Bible says,  

“And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take 
heed that no man deceive you. For many shall 
come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and 
shall deceive many.”  

(Matthew 24:4-5) 

Jesus said the false prophets will deceive 

many, not a few, people. He stated again in verse 

11, “And many false prophets shall rise, and shall 

deceive many.” Again, he stressed for the third time 

in verse 23-25:  

“Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here 
is Christ, or there, believe it not. For there 
shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, 
and shall shew great signs and wonders; in 
so much that, if it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect. Behold I have told 
you before.”  

(Matthew 24:23-25) 
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The weapon of deceit shall be freely employed 

and deployed in the last days. The pilgrim there-

fore needs to be more circumspect and discerning. 

Deception is a major weapon in the arsenal of the 

enemy and the pilgrim must be careful not to be 

misled. To escape being misled, the pilgrim must 

be well armed with the armour of truth. Jesus 

warned every one. He said,  

“Beware of false prophets, which come to 
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they 
are ravenous wolves. Ye shall know them by 
their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree 
bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit; neither can a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their 
fruits ye shall know them.” 

(Matthew 7:15-20) 

Jesus was saying there is no other way to iden-

tify a false prophet apart from the fruits they 

exhibit. It is not by their looks or dressing or titles 

or the position they occupy. Everyone must be on 

guard since the false prophets have learned to 

travel incognito. The Bible says, “For such are false 

apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves 
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into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for satan 

himself is transformed into an angel of light” (2 Corin-

thians 11:13-14). We all have the responsibility to 

watch out for the marauders who will fake inno-

cence but hide poison under the tongue. They are 

poisonous. They are deadly. They mislead the 

pilgrims on their journey.  

The story of the young prophet in 1 Kings 13 is 

instructive. The young prophet was sent on an 

errand by God. He was sent to witness against the 

evil altar erected by the King of Israel. He came, 

thundering fire and brimstone against the altar, and 

the altar was broken into pieces. The king gave the 

order for his arrest but he was too hot to handle. He 

quickly changed tactics and begged for the 

restoration of his withered hand. Then the young 

prophet, without consulting the ONE who sent him, 

released the king from his discomfort. That was the 

beginning of his problem. He went on to reveal the 

private conversation between him and God.  

“And the man of God said unto the king, if 
thou wilt give me half thine house, I will not 
go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor 
drink water in this place: For so it was 
charged me by the word of the LORD, saying, 
Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again 
by the same way that thou camest.” 

(1 Kings 13:8-9) 
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Everybody heard him, including the devil, 

who quickly organized a discredited prophet to 

trail him and found him as he decided to take a 

rest. This is a lesson for all pilgrims. They must 

constantly remember that it is not time to seek 

repose. They must cast off the dream of ease, for 

ambush lies the evil one. The devil was waiting 

and watching and decided to capitalize on the 

weakness of the young prophet. He came with a 

proposition, 'to eat and to drink'.  

“He said unto him, I am a prophet also as 
thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the 
word of the LORD, saying, Bring him back with 
thee into thine house, that he may eat bread 
and  drink water. But he lied unto him.” 

(1 Kings 13:18) 

The young prophet quickly accepted and with-

out consulting God again, he ran after the old 

prophet “to eat and to drink”. The Bible says 'but 

he lied unto him'. After he had eaten and was well 

drunk, the old prophet spoke the word of the Lord. 

Who says God cannot use anybody? Even an ass 

was used by God to speak to a recalcitrant prophet 

in the book of Numbers 23. The old prophet 

pronounced judgment on the young prophet and it 

came to pass. He was killed by a lion that decided 

not to pollute itself with his flesh.  
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The pilgrim must watch and pray. He must 

operate in discernment otherwise he would become 

a prey to the enemy. To escape the trap of the false 

prophets every pilgrim needs discernment. This is 

the ability to know things, people and events 

through the impression of the Holy Spirit.  

The story of Simon the sorcerer is relevant. In 

Acts 8:13 the Bible says, “Then Simon himself 

believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued 

with Phillip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and 

signs which were done.” This is good but deceptive 

and misleading. His true character was revealed 

later. In verse 18 we were told, “And when Simon 

saw that through the laying on of hands the Holy Ghost 

was given, he offered them money, saying, Give me also 

this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may 

receive the Holy Ghost.”  

Just like Simon the sorcerer, many church 

goers today also believe but they are also pretend-

ers. And no marvel for the Bible says, “…the 

devils also believe, and tremble” (James 2:19). 

Peter saw through Simeon the sorcerer who 

pretended to be a genuine seeker of the Holy 

Ghost and said unto him in verse 20-23,  

“Thy money perish with thee, because thou 
hast thought that the gift of God may be 



The Christian Pilgrim 111 

purchased with money. Thou hast neither 
part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not 
right in the sight of God… For I perceive that 
thou art in the gall of bitterness and in the 
bond of iniquity.”  

(Acts 8:20-23) 

Simon was a believer and indeed he was 

baptized but his heart was not right with God. 

These are deceivers and the pilgrims must be wary 

of their sort.  

An interesting story was related to us in the 

book of Acts 16:16-18. It reads: 

“And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a 
certain damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination met us, which brought her 
masters much gain by soothsaying: the same 
followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, 
these men are the servants of the most high 
God, which shewed unto us the way of 
salvation. And this did she many days. But 
Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the 
spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus 
Christ to come out of her, and he came out 
the same hour” 

(Acts 16:16-18) 

The testimony of the evil spirit was a true testi-

mony. Paul and the others were “the servants of 

the most High God.” It takes a discerning mind to 

discover the falsehood. It takes the Holy Spirit to 
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know that the testimony was coming from an evil 

spirit. When we receive praise and adulation from 

demon possessed people, thinking they were God 

sent, we are not discerning enough. But Paul saw 

through it. He perceived that the testimony was 

not coming from a glorious source. He rebuked 

the demon, not the girl, and delivered her from 

slavery. 

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in 
the latter days some will depart from the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 
doctrines of devils, speaking lies in 
hypocrisy; having their conscience seared 
with a hot iron.” 

(1 Timothy 4:1-2) 

These doctrines teach lies and hypocrisy. They 

tell us not to believe the Word of the Lord and try 

to belittle the truth and power that reign from 

heaven. They tell the people that they can behave 

the way they like because God lives in them and 

He understands. These false doctrines imply that 

God will simply look the other way and accept 

teachings that contradict His Word. Those who 

teach and promote false doctrines sometimes back 

up their claims with counterfeit signs and 

wonders, which do not come from God. These are 

seducing spirits that are manifesting in order to 
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promote their demonic propaganda. The Bible 

says, “For false christs and false prophets will rise and 

show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, 

even the elect” (Matthew 24:24). 

False prophets are generally carrier of false 

doctrines but even a genuine but careless prophet 

of God could be used to propagate doctrine of the 

devil. Ask Peter. In Matthew 16:23, Jesus saw 

through Peter and discovered satan; he shouted, 

“Get thee behind me satan: thou art an offence unto me: 

for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but 

those that be of men.” That is discernment. People 

don't know that the devil still uses men, even born 

again Christian, he likes to act without being seen, 

therefore he uses people to do what he himself 

wants done. If you cannot see through it, you 

cannot discern, then, there will be trouble. To live 

in the spirit is the only way to live above the devil 

and you need discernment to do it. You can grow 

in discernment by reason of use; when you have 

your senses exercised. In the beginning you cannot 

but make mistake but the more you use it, the 

more accurate you become. It is not every door that 

opens, that God opens. It is not every brother that 

comes your way that is your husband. Many 

people's money had been wasted because they lack 
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discernment. Others have entered into dangerous 

situation because they lack discernment. 

As a pilgrim, you face an uphill task on your 

journey, if you operate without discernment. Our 

life is conditioned by our discernment. Discern-

ment is not guessing about something or some-

body. It is not something that comes to you by the 

five senses. Remember in Genesis 27:23, Isaac felt 

the body of a goat but he could not discern it. It is 

not something you know by handling. Discern-

ment is not the same thing as being suspicious. It 

is not spiritual mind reading, it is not psychologi-

cal insight. It is not a spiritual gift that only a few 

people have; it is what God expects every believer 

to have. The more intimate and the deeper your 

communion with the Holy Spirit is, the more 

precise and accurate your discernment will be.  

Discernment is not mental penetration; it is not 

power to see what others do not see. It is not being 

intelligent and sharp. Discernment can be defined 

to mean 'knowing things, people or event' through 

the impression of the Holy Spirit. It is the situation 

whereby you are assured and you know things by 

the witness or impression of the Holy Spirit. You 

just know. You did not know because of the flesh; 

you just know things, people and events through 
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the Holy Spirit impression or what is called an in-

ward witness. Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit itself 

witnesseth with our spirit that we are the children of 

God.” You just know that you know and it is from 

the spirit impressing on you that knowledge. If 

they asked you, how do you know, you reply, “I 

cannot explain it, I just know.” You may not hear a 

voice or see the wind but the spirit witnessing. 

How many times does God have to tell you; you 

are my child, you just know. The more you read 

the word of God and pray in the spirit, the more 

you become quiet, the more your ability to discern 

is enhanced.  

Jesus said to the disciples,  

“Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the 
midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as 
serpents, and harmless as doves.”  

(Matthew 10:16) 

The power to discern is no longer a luxury in 

these last days but a necessity. To discern is not 

from how the person dresses or speaks or looks 

but by the spirit, the spirit witnesses with our 

spirit. The spirit does it better in us as we 

increased the tempo of our fellowshipping with 

him. It takes the help of the Holy Spirit to discern.  

To discern means to look at something and to 
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perceive, you see through it. In Luke 6:8, Jesus saw 

a man with a withered hand. He knew what was 

in the hearts of the people in the synagogue; that 

they were watching to see whether he would heal 

the man. In Matthew 12:25, the Bible says Jesus 

perceived. The ability to perceive with accuracy is 

something that comes with being close to the Holy 

Spirit. It is not by what someone said. Your 

conclusion must be based on what the Holy Spirit 

says to you. Nobody knows you better than the 

Holy Spirit, 'the Spirit witnesseth with our spirit'. 

In Acts 27:10, Paul said unto the people, “Sirs, I 

perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much 

damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our 

lives.” Then when they saw that the wind was 

okay they ignored him. They had the accident.  

Discernment enables you not just to know but 

to differentiate and distinguish between good and 

bad, right and wrong and between good and evil. 

It is the ability to separate things apart from each 

other. The Holy Spirit is the one that can separate. 

It takes the Holy Spirit to separate the Christian 

from the non-Christian because in these days 

people are deceptive. 

The pilgrim needs discernment because people 

that we deal with are not usually what they are 
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inside as what they appear outside. So you have to 

learn how to relate to these situations on a higher 

level. In Mathew 15:8, Jesus said they draw near 

with their mouth but their heart is far from me. 

Without discernment, Jesus could not have 

survived the snares and traps set by the Pharisees 

and the Sadducees but he saw through all their 

traps and escaped. Even the brother you are 

dealing with and the sister you are dealing with 

are not who they look. People and circumstances 

are generally not what they look outside. With a 

little time, the snake will come out of the wood 

when the fire is applied. Be patient. You need 

discernment to deal with every situation so that 

you do not make shipwreck of your faith.  

In addition to discernment, the pilgrim needs 

some companions to help him make it safely home. 

The apostles were clear in their mind as to the kind 

of companionship they needed to keep in order to 

make it safely to the end. In Acts 6:1-6, when the 

apostles were invited to superintend the sharing of 

daily ration of food; they said to those who 

encouraged them to pay more attention to the 

service of table, that they would rather concentrate 

their effort on the Word of God and prayer. The 

third companion they took for granted, because they 
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were not too familiar with him, is the Holy Spirit. 

These are the three indispensable companions of 

every pilgrim who desires to make it to the end. 

These are the three pillars that uphold a Christian. 

You cannot be a heaven bound pilgrim, if you fail to 

have the companionship of any of these three.  

The pilgrim's greatest material asset in the 

world is the word of God and his greatest spiritual 

asset is the Holy Spirit. When he deliberately and 

painstakingly adds prayer to these two; he 

becomes unbeatable. He will go anywhere and 

everywhere except the school of failure. Nothing 

becomes impossible to him. He triumphs easily 

because a three-fold cord is not easily broken. The 

trinity of the word, the Spirit and the effectual 

fervent prayer of a righteous man is the master 

key in all situation and circumstances. This master 

key availeth much. 

First, the Word of God is an indispensable ally 

of the pilgrim. God told Joshua, 

“This book of the law shall not depart out of 
thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein 
day and night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written therein: for 
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous 
and then thou shalt have good success.” 

(Joshua 1:8) 
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As far as God is concerned, the starting block 

of success is in taking heed to the word of God. 

Jesus said, “It is written, Man shall not live by bread 

alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the 

mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).  

The Psalmist asked rhetorically,  

“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his 
way? By taking heed thereto according to 
thy word. With my whole heart have I 
sought thee: O let me not wander from thy 
commandments. Thy word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against 
thee”  

(Psalm 119:9-11) 

He added in Psalm 119:105, “Thy word is a lamp 

unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” To live holy 

we must pay close attention to the word. We are to 

study the word and show ourselves approved unto 

God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed rightly 

dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15).  

God has no other method of dealing with us 

than through His Word. Psalm 107:20 says, “He 

sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them 

from their destructions.” The knowledge of the word 

is required otherwise we perish. Listen, the dark-

ness covering the earth and the people is so thick 

and only the constant bombardment of the word 
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of God can dispel it. Our generation is so lost and 

deep in sin; only the constant reminder of the 

word of God can recover the people. People are so 

much enamoured with the present world and only 

the power in the word of God can disentangle and 

save them. The Bible says, “but through knowledge 

shall the just be delivered” (Proverbs 11:9). Above all, 

the pilgrim must remember that the word of God 

is the sword of the Spirit, which he needs to fight 

the good fight of faith. The word of God came to 

us highly recommended by the Psalmist. He said, 

“The law of the LORD is perfect, converting 
the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making wise the simple. The statutes of the 
LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the 
commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlightening the eyes… more to be desired 
are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: 
sweeter also than honey and the honey 
comb. Moreover by them are thy servant 
warned: and in keeping of them there is 
great reward.” 

(Psalm 19:7-8,10-11) 

The next most important ally that the pilgrim 

needs on the journey is the Holy Spirit. The Holy 

Spirit was introduced to us as the comforter and 

our helper. In Romans 8:26, the Bible says 

“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we 
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know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the 

Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 

which cannot be uttered.” There are infirmities in the 

life of every believer which can only be overcome 

through the help of the Holy Spirit. Also in John 

14:26, Jesus said “But the Comforter, which is the 

Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he 

shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 

remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” Here 

are two most important scriptures about the 

person of the Holy Spirit. The Bible confirms that 

we have infirmities and that the Holy Spirit will 

help us if we receive him and allow him to do so. 

Again, the Bible says we need comfort on the 

journey and that the job of the Holy Spirit is to 

comfort us. 

The greatest person you should have as friend 

is the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a person 

many do not know. Many are so ignorant of the 

Holy Spirit. They just see him as a wind or cloud 

or “something”. Many have received him but they 

do not understand Him. When you get into 

communion with the Holy Spirit other things will 

be made clear to you. The Holy Spirit is God's 

executive agent on earth. Our destiny is glorious 

and colourful as planned by God but it takes the 
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power of the Holy Spirit to bring this to manifesta-

tion. In Zechariah 4:6, the Bible says, “Then he 

answered and spake unto me saying, This is the word of 

the LORD unto Zerubba-bel saying, Not by might, nor 

by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” 

In John 14:16-18, Jesus told his disciples: 

“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another comforter, that he may abide 
with you forever; even the Spirit of truth; 
whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye 
know him; for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you. I will not leave you 
comfortless: I will come to you.” 

(John 14:16-18) 

The truth is; our potentials are limited and 

caged until we come to know and worship the 

Holy Spirit. Some people perceive the Holy Spirit 

as a kind of mysterious power that we need for 

survival. Others equate him as a kind of influence 

or good feeling. He is more than this. He is a 

person. He has an identity.  We need not wait 

until we get to the junction of life before seeking 

for the help of the Holy Spirit. We need not wait 

for the traffic jam of life to detain us before we get 

familiar with the voice of the Holy Spirit. He is by 

our side. He is willing to be our friend, and there 
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is no better friend or counsellor than the Holy 

Spirit. The Holy Spirit still says to all pilgrims; 

“take advantage of me, lest the flesh, the world and 

satan take advantage of you.” We need to know Him 

as a friend and as a person. He is not just a power 

or a force brooding over us. The knowledge of the 

Holy Spirit is the gate way to life both now and in 

the hereafter. 

The Holy Spirit is an indispensable companion 

to the pilgrim especially because of days of adver-

sity. In Proverbs 24:10, the Bible says, if you faint 

in the days of adversity thy strength is small. So 

there is a day that is known as the day of adversi-

ty. Adversity is a state of hardship, a state of afflic-

tion, a state contrary to your well-being, a condi-

tion of distress, circumstances that will cause trou-

ble, hostile opposition, and unfavourable circum-

stances. Adversity is a boxer, adversity comes 

upon every man. There is no education like adver-

sity. When there is any adversity then you will 

know whether you have friends or not. Adversity 

is like a fire drill. The truth is you can never 

completely avoid adversity in life. But you must 

know that you are not the only one going through 

adversity and it is not judgment. It can be an 

attack orchestrated by the enemy because you are 
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righteous or because you are influencing others to 

live righteously. It can be the way God wants you 

to mature. It can be a signal for you to reorganize 

your priorities. It is therefore a bad day for you to 

become weak.  

The Holy Spirit is the most important compan-

ion a pilgrim should keep. It is a tragedy as a 

Christian not to receive the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit or not to know Him. Because the day of 

adversity will come on every man; upon every life 

a little rain is supposed to fall. There is a time they 

call the time of Jacob's trouble. So every man will 

experience one form of trouble or the other. If you 

are going through any kind of trouble now, it is a 

sign that you are a human being. The only place 

where no one troubles you is in the grave. So we 

need to know the Holy Spirit personally.  

The closer you get to the Holy Spirit, the more 

your spiritual life will pick up fire; the more the 

worldly chain will break from your body. Unless 

you have what is above within; you will yield to 

pressure around you. But if you have the Holy 

Spirit on the inside, you can stand any kind of 

battle on the outside. The human spirit is a failure 

when there is no Holy Spirit. Listen, the Holy 

Spirit can do in one minute what will take a life-
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time to achieve. The greatest untapped power in 

the world today is the power of the Holy Spirit. 

When somebody has the power of the Holy Spirit 

in his life, you become unstoppable like the wind. 

The Holy Spirit blows where he wants, you don't 

know where he is coming from and you don't 

know where he is going and you cannot capture it. 

So when adversity rises; you need the Holy Spirit 

to help you. Isaiah 59:19 says, “When the enemy 

shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall 

lift up a standard against him.” 

The Holy Spirit helps the pilgrim to discover 

the root cause of his problems; whether it is a sin 

you are committing or curses or satanic attack or 

household wickedness or it is God that is fighting 

you as was the case with Jonah. The Holy Spirit 

will tell you the source of the problem. It is a use-

less thing to fight when you do not know where 

the battle is coming from. Only a foolish soldier 

will take a gun and begins to fire without deter-

mining the location of the enemy. That is why 

Paul encourages us to share continually, “The grace 

of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all” (2 

Corinthians 13:14). The first thing the Holy Spirit 

helps the pilgrim to do when there is adversity, 
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therefore, is to reveal the root of the problem. 

Secondly, the Holy Spirit will comfort you because 

He is called the Comforter. Thirdly, the Holy 

Spirit will equip you with the spiritual weapons 

for war. The Psalmist said “Blessed be the LORD my 

strength, which teacheth my hands to war, and my 

fingers to fight” (Psalm 144:1).  

As stated earlier, the Holy Spirit helps you to 

pray the right prayer. Sometimes we pray for 

already available blessing when we should be 

praying against hindering powers. Because the 

fact that God has rained down blessings does not 

mean the person will possess it. The hands of the 

receiver might have been changed; his spiritual 

pocket may be leaking. He could be suffering from 

satanic diversion. So you need to pray the right 

prayers. The wrong prayer will go up and bring 

down nothing. The Bible says, in Romans 8:26, 

“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we 

know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the 

Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groaning 

which cannot be uttered.” Then finally the Holy 

Spirit will help you with the prayer itself. 

This is the meaning of what our Lord Jesus 

Christ said when he told the disciples, “I will not 

leave you comfortless. I will pray the Father and 
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he will send you another Comforter who shall 

abide with you forever.” Relying on the Holy 

Spirit and walking with him as a companion is a 

joy. No wonder the pilgrims love to sing this won-

derful hymn with joy: 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine 

Leaning on the everlasting arms 

What a blessedness; what a peace is mine 

Leaning on the everlasting Arms 

 

Leaning, leaning, 

Safe and secure from all alarms 

Leaning, leaning, 

Leaning on the everlasting Arms 

 

 

Oh how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way 

Leaning on the everlasting arm 

Oh how bright the path, grows from day to day, 

Leaning on the everlasting Arms 

Leaning, leaning,etc 

 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 

Leaning on the everlasting arms 
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I have blessed peace, with my Lord so near 

Leaning on the everlasting Arms 

Leaning, leaning,etc 

The third most essential companion that a 

pilgrim requires is the spirit of prayer. Every 

pilgrim must be prayerful. Prayer is the key in the 

hands of faith to open the doors of blessings. Our 

old Pentecostal fathers used to say that prayer is the 

staff to walk with God and to confront the enemy. 

Prayer is the only thing that the devil cannot offer, 

while a Christian is greatest on his knees. Prayer is 

conversation with God. Prayer is offering your 

heart desire unto God in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ by the help of the Holy Spirit. 

Prayer is the rail on which the locomotive of 

God's power moves. Prayer is the gateway to 

God's presence. It is the deepest expression of the 

soul. Prayer is a two way communication. It is the 

same as a telephone conversation; both of you 

speak and listen to each other in turns. Prayer is a 

defence in the moment of conflict and peril. Prayer 

is the key of the morning and the bolt of the night. 

Prayer is spiritual bombing. Prayer is the hand that 

strikes down satan and his cohorts with all their 

evil devices. It is asking God to work in your life. 

Prayer releases God's divine energy. Prayer is the 
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licence that permits God to intervene in the affairs 

of the earth. Therefore, Jesus said that “men ought 

always to pray and not to faint”-Luke18:1. He said 

so because prayer can nourish our souls as meals 

nourish our bodies. Pray when everything seems 

to be working against you. Pray in the midst of 

darkness; soon the darkness will disappear. To 

pray is the right thing to do in every situation. 

Prayer is not given to us to use when all else fails, 

but it is given to us to keep all else from failing. 

However, it is the effectual fervent prayer of a 

righteous man that availeth much (James 5:16). 

Prayers must be offered with thanksgiving. Philip-

pians 4:6 says “Be careful for nothing but in every-

thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your request be made known to God.” In addition, 

prayer requires waiting and watching. Ephesians 

6:18 says “with all prayer and supplication in the 

Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance 

and supplication for all saints.” Prayer, the mighty 

weapon, can convert enemies into friends. Each 

prayer is like a single ray of sunshine, piercing a 

darkness we ourselves may not dream is there. 

The hymn writer captured it in a beautiful prose to 

remind all pilgrims of the necessity of prayer. 
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Christians, seek not yet repose, 

Hear thy guardian angels say 

Thou art in the midst of foes 

Watch and pray 

 

Principalities and powers, 

Mustering their unseen array, 

Wait for thy unguarded hours; 

Watch and pray 

 

Gird thy heavenly armour on, 

Wear it ever night and day; 

Ambush lies the evil one; 

Watch and pray 

 

Hear the victors who overcame 

Still they mark each warrior's way; 

All with one sweet voice exclaim, 

Watch and pray. 

 

Hear, above all, hear thy Lord 

Him thou lovest to obey; 

Hide within thy heart His word, 

Watch and pray 
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Watch as if on that alone 

Hung the issue of the day 

Pray that help may be sent down 

Watch and pray. 

The practice of praying in the spirit is becom-

ing a dying art. But the scriptures made it clear to 

us that we do not know how to pray hence the 

need to pray in the spirit at all times. James 4:3 

says we pray and we do not get result because we 

ask amiss. We need the help of the Holy Spirit in 

prayer so that we can ask correctly (Romans 8:26). 

The advantage of praying in the Spirit was 

clearly stated in Jude verse 20. It says, “But ye, 

beloved building up your most holy faith praying in the 

Holy Ghost.” To the pilgrim he said, “Let's continue 

in prayer, and watch in the same with thanks-

giving” (Colossians 4:2). 

There is no gainsaying the fact that the 

companionship of the word, the Holy Spirit and 

prayer is indispensable to the pilgrim if he is to 

escape the predators and make it safely to his 

destination. 
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5 
 

SURVIVAL STRATEGIES 
 
 
 

 

T o survive the wilderness experience, the 

pilgrim must possess the fear of God and stay 

connected to other pilgrims along the way. He 

must be linked with those “who through faith and 

patience inherit the promises” (Hebrews 6:12). The 

pilgrim is lonely but not lonesome. He must be 

connected to other pilgrims. Why? The Bible says 

“Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the 

countenance of his friends” (Proverbs 27:17). The 

Bible enjoins the pilgrims not to forsake the assem-

bling of ourselves together as the manner of some 

is (Hebrews10:25). The pilgrim's journey is not the 

survival of the fittest but the survival of the 

connected. Apostle Paul stated this fact very clear-

ly in Romans 1:11-12. He said,  
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“I long to see you so that I may impart to 
you some spiritual gift to make you strong 
that is, that you and I may be mutually 
encouraged by each other's faith.”  

(Romans 1:11-12 NIV) 

Networking strengthens the pilgrim. It is 

written,  

“From him (Christ) the whole body, joined 
and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, 
as each part does its work.” 

(Ephesians 4:16) 

Some pilgrims, the independent types, have diffi-

culty when it comes to networking. They fly solo, 

until they crash and burnt. All of us are encour-

aged in our faith, when others walk with us and 

encourage us. 

We must network with others in the household 

of faith in order to break down the barriers to 

keeping the unity of the faith in the bond of peace. 

Paul and Apollo did it. One planted, the other 

watered and God gave the increase.  

In 1 Corinthians 3:3-6, Paul said,  

“For ye are yet carnal; for whereas there is 
among you envying, and strife, and divisions, 
are ye not carnal, and walk as men? For 
while one saith, I am of Paul and another, I 
am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? Who then 



The Christian Pilgrim 135 

is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by 
whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to 
every man? I have planted, Apollos watered; 
but God gave the increase.” 

(1 Corinthians 3:3-6) 

The essence of networking lies in our incom-

pleteness and inadequacy. We need input from 

others. The Bible says,  

“For the body is not one member, but many. 
If the foot shall say, because I am not the 
hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore 
not of the body? And if the ear shall say, 
because I am not eye, I am not of the body; 
is it therefore not of the body? If the whole 
body were an eye, where were the hearing? 
If the whole were hearing, where were the 
smelling? But now hath God set the 
members every one of them in the body, as 
it hath pleased him. And if they were all one 
member, where were the body? But now are 
they many members, yet but one body. That 
there should be no schism in the body; but 
that the members should have the same 
care one for another.”  

(1 Corinthians 12:14-20,25) 

There is something for you in that rural evan-

gelist; and there is something for you in that 

neighbourhood church. God planted it there for 

you and unless you go and take it; it will never be 
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yours. Pilgrims were never meant to operate in 

isolation. God expected the pilgrim to network. If 

you don't, you are missing something vital and 

may at the end be at risk. The wall of denomina-

tions must be pulled down. There is something for 

you in every living church and in all places nexus 

to where you are planted. If you hold any child or 

servant of God in disdain, you will be the loser. 

Even the Bible was written by many authors. 

There is something for you in Haggai just as there 

is something for you in the books written by 

Apostle Paul.  

We must be diligent in breaking down the wall 

of sectarian stronghold wherever it exists. Endeav-

ouring to keep the unity of the faith in the bond of 

peace requires that we network. Some are so bound 

up that they will have nothing to do with brethren 

in other denominations. You are either in their 

church or out of faith. This is not the body of Christ. 

We are all members of one another in Christ. For 

you to be perfect and entire, wanting nothing 

(James 1:4), you need to network diligently.  

Apostle Paul asked a very important question 

in Romans 8:35-39.  

“Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
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persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? As it is written, for thy sake 
we are killed all the day long; we are 
counted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in 
all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us. For I 
am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels,, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, not things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

(Romans 8:35-39) 

The truth is; there are certain forces that are 

working tirelessly to separate the pilgrim from the 

love of God, from the house of God, and from the 

service of God. Visible and invisible forces are 

working tirelessly to separate you and cause you 

to divorce Christ. The intention is to stop you on 

the journey of life and thus, prevent you from 

arriving at your destination. 

The enemy knows that, as a pilgrim, your most 

important connection is the heavenly connection; 

so he would try desperately to disconnect you 

from the love of God, if it is possible. This is 

because until you are disconnected from God, no 

force on earth can overwhelm you. Apostle Paul 

mentioned famine, destitution or nakedness as 
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forces that could come to separate a pilgrim from 

the love of God. Other factors that may attempt to 

separate you from the love of God are delay in 

getting married, delay in getting children, delay in 

getting that dream job and/or in getting admis-

sion into higher grades.  

Jesus gave us an example in the parable of the 

sower in Mark 4:5-6,16-17. The sower sowed certain 

seed but some fell on stony ground and when 

affliction and persecution arose for the word sake, 

immediately they are offended, and they go their 

own ways. Some people are not in Church anymore 

because somebody offended them. Satan is happy 

because, the reason why the offence came was to 

separate you; to stop you from the fellowship, to 

separate you from loving God and the brethren. 

That was the experience of Job. The wife urged 

him to disconnect but he refused to be disconnect-

ed.  

“Then said his wife unto him, dost thou still 
retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. 
But he said unto her, thou speakest as one of 
the foolish women speaketh. What? Shall we 
receive good at the hand of God, and shall 
we not receive evil? In all this Job did not sin 
with his lips.” 

(Job 2:9-10) 
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Every pilgrim needs to be reminded that  

“...our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while 
we look not at the things which are seen but 
at the things which are not seen: for the 
things which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal.”  

(2 Corinthians 4:17-18) 

This is a comforting note. Apostle Paul was 

telling us in effect that “If you know where you 

are going to, you will not be bothered about what 

you are going through. If you are bothered about 

what you are going through, then you probably 

do not know where you are going to.” He means 

that afflictions and discomfort are temporary, not 

permanent and they are meant to work for us, a 

far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 

only if we refuse to be disconnected.  

The intention of the enemy in bringing afflic-

tions upon us, is to separate us, but if we remain 

connected to God and his people; the afflictions 

will be converted to greater glory. Again, Apostle 

Paul said in Romans 8:18, “For I reckon that the 

sufferings of the present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 

You must remain connected. We must be bold in 
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telling that lack, that trouble, that discomfort, that 

situation that is pummeling, buffeting and oppres-

sive, “I choose to remain connected.” The aim of 

that suffering is to disconnect the pilgrim from the 

love of God. The fact however is that as long as 

you remain connected, victory is certain, deliver-

ance is certain, and comfort will return.  

The plan of Satan was to separate Peter from 

God. 

“And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, 
satan hath desired to have you, that he may 
sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not: and when thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren.”  

(Luke 22:31-32) 

The devil moved through a maid, a little girl, 

who challenged the faith of the Apostle. Peter 

faltered but he was restored. He tried again to 

distract him through the fishing business (John 21) 

but Jesus came to his rescue. 

Everything was done to separate Joseph from 

the love of God but he remained connected to 

God. He was in Egypt, but Egypt was not in him 

and therefore he could not be separated from God. 

He was a slave in the house of Pothi-phar and was 

tempted, yet he refused to be disconnected from 
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God. They threw him into prison, yet he refused to 

be disconnected. At the end, his destiny became 

manifest. He was promoted. 

The three Hebrew Children, Shadrack, 

Meshack and Abednego were provoked to discon-

nect from God. They were asked to bow down to 

the golden image, but they refused. As long as you 

remain steadfast, nothing shall separate you. 

David said, “My heart is fixed, O God my heart is 

fixed: I will sing and give praise” (Psalm 57:7). Daniel 

was thrown into the den of lion because he 

refused to disconnect from God. They told him not 

to pray to God. It was enacted as a decree. Daniel 

disregarded their threat and worshipped God. 

Daniel was rescued from the jaws of the lions 

because he remained connected. Delay in fulfil-

ment of promises has led many pilgrims to aban-

don the journey. Remember Abraham, the friend 

of God, he struggled through life waiting for the 

promises of God to be fulfilled. But while he 

waited, he remained connected. In Romans 4:18-

21, it was said of Abraham, 

“Who against hope believed in hope, that he 
might become the father of many nations, 
according to that which was spoken, So shall 
thy seed be. And being not weak in faith, he 
considered not his own body now dead, 
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when he was about a hundred years old, 
neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: 
he staggered not at the promises of God 
through unbelief; but was strong in faith, 
giving glory to God; And being fully 
persuaded that, what he had promised, he 
was able also to perform.” 

(Romans 4:18-21) 

He hoped against hope and the promises came 

to pass. To remain connected, notwithstanding the 

challenges of life, is a pilgrim‟s primary task 

because there are forces that will want to discon-

nect him from God. When a pilgrim stays connect-

ed to other pilgrims; he will hear them sing songs 

such as this: 

This world is not my home  

I'm just a passing thru… 

My treasures are laid up  

somewhere beyond the blues 

The angels beckon me;  

from heavens' open door  

And I can't feel at home;  

in this world any more. 
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Chorus 

O Lord you know I have no friend like you 

If heavens not my home,  

then Lord what shall I do? 

The angels beckon me,  

from heaven's open door 

And I can't feel at home in this world anymore 

Only true pilgrims sing a song like this. They 

have come to know through the witness of the 

Spirit, that this present world is definitely not their 

home. Others may want it; others may desire it, 

but not a pilgrim. 

One major thing that every pilgrim requires on 

the way is the gift of the spirit of the fear of God. 

Before the Lord Jesus began his ministry, God 

empowered Him with certain gifts of the Spirit. 

One of the gifts was the Spirit of the fear of the 

Lord (Isaiah 11:1-5). Why is the fear of the Lord so 

important to a pilgrim? It is because “And by fear of 

the Lord men depart from evil” (Proverbs 16:6).  

Essentially, we could say the fear of the Lord 

enables the pilgrim to please the Lord and keep 

away from evil. The fear of the Lord is the key to 

holiness. If you do not fear God, you cannot live 

holy in this present world. The fear of the Lord is 
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the beginning of an intimate relationship with 

God. According to the Psalmist, 

“The secret of the Lord is with them that 
fear Him; and he will shew them his 
covenant.”  

(Psalm 25:14) 

In other words, an intimate relationship and 

friendship with God will not begin, until the fear 

of God, is firmly planted in our hearts. God said, 

“But to this man will I look, even to him that is 

poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my 

word” (Isaiah 66:2). When you fear God, you obey 

him. Psalm 111:10 says, “The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all 

those who do His commandments.” A person can 

attend Church services, go forward in answer to 

every altar call, read the Bible daily, and attend 

every prayer meeting. It is even possible to preach 

great and motivating sermons, work hard for 

years in His vineyard and receive the respect and 

admiration of our peers. But, if there is no fear of 

God, these activities only amount to climbing the 

rungs of the ladder of religion. 

We should fear God because Jesus said so. 

Jesus said, in Luke 12:4-5, 
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“And I say to you my friends, be not afraid of 
them that kill the body, and after that have 
no more that they can do. But I will forewarn 
you whom ye shall fear: fear Him which after 
he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell; 
yea, I say unto you, Fear him.”  

(Luke 12:4-5) 

He said I will tell you whom to fear. Fear him 

who after he hath killed had power to cast into 

hell. Other gods are not to be feared provided we 

fear God. 

Only the fear of the Lord could have prevented 

Joseph from committing fornication with the wife 

of Pothi-phar. Joseph asked a pertinent question, 

which many today ignore to their peril; “...how 

then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 

God” (Genesis 39:9). Only the fear of the Lord 

could have prevented the three Hebrews boys 

from bowing to the golden image of Nebuchad-

nezzar in a foreign land.  If Ananias and Sapphira 

(Acts 5:1-14) had possessed the fear of the Lord, 

they would not have behaved so foolishly as to lie 

to the Holy Ghost, for “by the fear of the Lord one 

departs from evil” (Proverbs 16:6).  

To fear God is to obey Him, even when it does 

not seem to be to our advantage. When we fear 

Him, He calls us friends, and reveals the inten-
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tions and desires of His heart. When God was to 

destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, He chose to 

discuss the fate of that land with His friend, Abra-

ham. No wonder the Bible says, “The secret of the 

Lord is with them that fear him, and he will show them 

his covenant” (Psalm 25:14). 

Many do not fear God, even in the house of 

God. They carry on as if God does not exist. 

Romans 1:21 says,  

“Because that, when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither were they 
thankful, but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened.” 

(Romans 1:21) 

Consequently, “God gave them over to a reprobate 

mind, to do those things which are not 

convenient” (Romans 1:28). Let's look at the degree 

of reverence we often give to God. We come to 

Church late. We sit and watch, never lifting a finger 

to serve but ready to criticize. In a rush to go home 

and eat, we leave the Church early. We attend 

programmes when it is convenient. If Church 

services conflict with a football match, we bring the 

television box to the sanctuary to watch. When it 

rains, we stay indoors. If it is too sunny, we 

complain; when it is cold, we lament. We have 
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become fair weather Christians; God is asking, can 

we do this in our places of work and not be sacked? 

God had earlier said, “By those who come near 

Me I must be regarded as Holy; and before all the people 

I must be glorified” (Levitcus10:3). The Apostles 

knew better. They said, “Let us have grace, by which 

we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly 

fear” (Hebrews 12:28). Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 

12:13, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter, 

Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the 

whole duty of man.” 

The benefits of fearing God are innumerable. 

Satan said of Job,  

“Does Job fear God for nought? Hast thou 
not made an hedge about him, and about 
his house, and about all that he hath on 
every side? Thou hast blessed the work of 
his hands, and his substance is increased in 
the land.” 

(Job 1:9-10) 

Until God removed the hedge, Job was 

untouchable. “Oh fear the Lord, you his saints! There 

is no want to those who fear Him” (Psalm 34:9). 

The fear of the Lord assures us that God's great 

goodness abounds.  
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“Oh, how great is your goodness which you 
have laid up for those who fear you, which 
you have prepared for those who trust in 
you in the presence of the sons of men.”  

(Psalm 39:19) 

The Psalmist declared,  

“For thou art Great and doest wondrous 
things, thou art God alone, teach me thy 
ways O LORD; I will walk in thy truth, unite 
my heart to fear thy name; I will praise thee 
O LORD my God with all My heart; and I will 
glorify thy name forever more.”  

(Psalm 86:10-12) 

This prayer is highly recommended to every 

pilgrim who desires to make it safely home. 
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6 
 

THE FAILING FAITH 
 
 
 

 

A  little while before Jesus was arrested, he 

spoke with his disciples. In the discourse, a 

note of warning was quickly brought home to the 

disciples. Jesus said to Peter,  

“Simon, Simon, behold, satan hath desired 
to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 
but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not: and when thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren.”  

(Luke 22:31-32) 

Apostle Peter ought to have taken this warning 

more seriously but he lightly esteemed it and 

suffered for it. He said rather brashly, “Lord, I am 

ready to go with thee both into prison, and to 

death” (Luke 22:33). How like many of us. We 

ignore the warning only to fall flat on our faces 
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moments later. We forgot the admonition which 

says, “Wherefore let he that thinketh he standeth take 

heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). The possibil-

ity of falling is so real though God has made pro-

vision for our return, yet we need to pay the more 

earnest heed to these things lest an inheritance 

kept for us be snatched away through subtlety and 

wiles of the enemy. All pilgrims need to be aware 

of the failing faith. A major problem encountered 

by many pilgrims on their journey is the problem 

of failing faith.  

When the faith of a pilgrim fails, he becomes 

despondent and lukewarm. He still thinks he's on 

the journey but actually he is like an athlete that 

has gone off track, but still running all the same. 

He is not running lawfully and therefore cannot be 

crowned. Apostle Paul said to Timothy, “And if a 

man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, 

except he strive lawfully” (2 Timothy 2:5). Paul also 

said, “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man 

be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). When the 

faith of the pilgrim fails, not only does he become 

despondent, he is not likely to be found faithful 

any more. Issues, that has to do with integrity, 

faithfulness, morality, commitment to service; 

would matter less to him. He can deny the Lord 
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on account of money; women and persecution. 

Backbiting and murmuring become easy. His love 

for the Lord gets cold and if prayer is not offered, 

if no intercessor is found to stand in the gap, he 

wanders farther afield eating with pigs and 

fellowshipping with dogs. Then, he begins to walk 

in the counsel of the ungodly, to stand in the way 

of sinners and to sit with the scornful. His leaves 

would begin to wither, and he becomes unfruitful 

and then by and by, his faith, the one thing he 

requires to please God, fails. 

For faith not to fail, James said, we all need to do 

one thing: add work to faith; for faith when it 

dwelleth alone is dead (James 2:14-19). Apostle Peter 

who had earlier experienced a failed faith wrote:  

“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to 
your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
And to knowledge temperance; and to 
temperance patience; and to patience 
godliness; And to godliness brotherly 
kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
For if these things be in you, and abound, 
they make you that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh 
these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, 
and hath forgotten that he was purged from 
his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, 
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give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye 
shall never fall.” 

(2 Peter 1:5-8) 

He said add; it is a commandment. It is not a 

suggestion that I will do it when I have time. 

Seven things: Virtues, Knowledge, Temperance, 

Patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and chari-

ty. These seven things you are to add to your faith. 

You are to add to the foundation of faith. This is 

not an option, it is a necessity. Salvation is by 

grace but the growth and the stability of our faith 

is dependent upon God and us. We must be dili-

gent to make our calling and election sure.  

Some people say God will do everything for 

me. He will keep me growing; he will fill me with 

the Holy Ghost. Those who desire stability in their 

Christian life but are not diligent in prayer, in 

study of the Word, would not grow and cannot be 

fruitful. They experience stagnancy, barrenness 

and retrogression. There must be spiritual balance: 

God's sovereignty and human responsibility. On 

one side, are the provisions that God has made 

(mercy, power, and promises), and on the other 

side, is human responsibility of nurturing our faith 

by the addition of good works. 
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The onus is on us to do certain things. We are 

not expected to just sit down and say to ourselves 

that God delights in my growth, God delights in 

my obedience and having knowledge of the word 

of God, God delights in my bearing fruit. It is true, 

but we need to make effort so that we can balance 

the sovereignty of God with the responsibility of 

man. If we don't balance these two things, then 

there will be problems. This is why many Chris-

tians remain unfruitful. 

For your faith to abound and not fail you must 

add something to it. Peter advised that we do this 

with all diligence. You are to add to your faith, 

virtue; i.e. moral excellence and goodness of char-

acter. It means being an excellent person in life. 

You are to add to your faith, knowledge; i.e. prac-

tical intelligence, wisdom, insight. It means know-

ing what to do in every situation and doing it. You 

are to add to your faith, temperance, which means 

to master and control the body with all its lusts. It 

means self-control, the master of desire, appetite 

and passion, especially sensual urges and crav-

ings. It means to be strong and controlled and 

restrained. It means to stand against the lust of the 

flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. 

He said we should add patience, godliness, broth-
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erly kindness and love. He told us why it is 

important to do this. He said, “for if ye do these 

things, ye shall never fall” (2 Peter 1:10). But the man 

who fails to do them is “blind, and cannot see afar 

off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old 

sins” (2 Peter 1:9). 

Apostle Paul also said, 

“Holding faith, and a good conscience; which 
some having put away concerning faith have 
made shipwreck: of whom is Hymenaeas 
and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto 
satan, that they may learn not to 
blaspheme.”  

(1 Timothy 1:19-20) 

He went further to state “Holding the mystery of 

the faith in a pure conscience” (1 Timothy 3:9). As far 

as Paul was concerned, conscience has a key role 

to play in the issue of faith. Conscience, very 

simply stated, is the inner sense of right and 

wrong. Conscience is innate; that is, a man is born 

with consciousness of right and wrong. The con-

science is to stir a person to live in simplicity and 

godly sincerity. Paul believed a man is to live in all 

good conscience. He believed a person is to have a 

conscience void of offence before God and men. 

He said, “And herein do I exercise myself, to have 

always a conscience void of offence toward God, and 



The Christian Pilgrim 155 

toward men” (Acts 24:16). Every Christian is 

admonished to have a good conscience. Peter said,  

“Having a good conscience; that, whereas 
they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they 
may be ashamed that falsely accuse your 
good conversation in Christ.”  

(1 Peter 3:16) 

Apostle Paul also believed that love should be 

added to faith if it is not to fail. He said, “Though I 

have faith that I can move mountains and I have not 

love, I am nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:2). Why? The 

reason is; faith can fail when it is left alone, 

unguarded and malnourished. This is why though 

there is faith, hope and love the greatest of these is 

love. No wonder our Lord Jesus insists, that, in 

spite of all activities, we must all go back to our 

first love (Revelation 2:3).  

On the issue of failing faith, Apostle James had 

this to say; 

“What doth it profit, my brethren, though a 
man say he hath faith, and have not works? 
Can faith save him? If a brother or sister be 
naked, and destitute of daily food, and one 
of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give 
them not those things which are needful to 
the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, 
if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 



Walking with God 156 

Yea, a man may say, thou hast faith, and I 
have works: shew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will shew thee my faith by my 
works. Thou believest that there is one God; 
thou doest well: the devils also believed, and 
tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, 
that faith without works is dead.” 

(James 2:14-20) 

The question is, can a man have faith and not 

do good works? Or can faith without good works 

save a man? Every thinking person who is honest 

knows that the answer to these two questions is 

an emphatic, No! A person who really believes 

something does something; he acts. Yet this is the 

challenge of Christianity and of the Church in our 

own days. Millions profess faith in Christ and 

belong to the church, yet they do not live for 

Christ. They live for the world and self. They 

have been baptized and registered as member of 

the Church, and attend worship services, but they 

do what they want, when they want. They just go 

on and live like everyone else in the world. The 

only difference between their lives and 

unbelievers is that they sometimes, get up on 

Sunday mornings and attend Church. There is 

little if any difference between their behaviour 

and speech during the week. 
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The faith that has no work is a dead faith. It is 

just a vain, empty faith, and a faith that profits 

absolutely nothing. The Bible says, “They profess 

that they know God; but in works they deny him, being 

abominable and unto every good works repro-

bate” (Titus 1:16). Of Abraham the Bible says, “Was 

not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had 

offered Isaac his son upon the altar?” (James 2:21). 

Jesus Christ said, “Let your light so shine before men, 

that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). The 

Christians of bygone days were full of good 

works; they demonstrated their faith by their 

works. “Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple 

named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called 

Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and 

almsdeeds which she did” (Acts 9:36). 

For a pilgrim's faith not to fail, he must live for 

Jesus every day. The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 

5:14-15, “And that He died for all, that they which live 

should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 

Him which died for them, and rose again.”  

Isaiah 53 is a summary of what Jesus did for 

the pilgrims. Ultimately, he died for the offence 

which he did not commit. He died that we might 

be free from the shackles of sin and the devil. He 
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did it so that they which live should no longer live 

unto themselves but unto him that died for them.  

If not for Jesus, many will not be where they 

are today, many would not be alive today. He 

died so that you can live. To speak against witches 

and wizards, would have been impossible, if not 

for Jesus. Who are you, if not for Jesus to lay hand 

on the sick and command sickness to go away? 

People get pregnant and they deliver safely, how 

can that be, if not for Jesus? 

Now the question is: Is Jesus happy with the 

way you are living presently? The most important 

question is: Who and what are you living for? Jude 

wrote in verse 3,  

“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write 
unto you of the common salvation, it was 
needful for me to write unto you, and exhort 
you that ye should earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints.” 

(Jude 3) 

Jude exhorts Christians to contend earnestly.  

Many are no longer contending earnestly for 

the faith. They are contending no doubt, but now 

for bigger cars and better models. They are con-

tending for better life at the expense of service to 

Him that sets them free. Paul wrote, 
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“Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a 
fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, 
in stripes above measure, in prisons more 
frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five 
times received forty stripes save one. Thrice 
was I beaten with the rods, once was I 
stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night 
and a day I have been in the deep; in 
journeyings often, in perils of waters, in 
perils of robbers, in perils of mine own 
countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in 
perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, 
in perils in the sea, in perils among false 
brethren; in weariness and painfulness, in 
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside 
those things that are without, that which 
cometh upon me daily, the care of all the 
churches.” 

(2 Corinthians 11:23-28) 

Paul considered all these as light afflictions. He 

said, 

“For which cause we faint not; but though 
our outward man perish, yet our inward 
man is renewed day by day. For our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory.” 

(2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 
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Why was Paul able to bear all these? Because 

he was  contending for the faith that was once 

delivered unto the saints. He said in Galatians 

2:20,  

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me.”  

(Galatians 2:20) 

He was the one that declared with all boldness, 

“…that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all 

boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be 

magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 

gain” (Philippians 1:20-21). 

Many are running after power, fame and 

wealth. They are no longer contending like 

Stephen did. It was not the message of prosperity 

that makes people to stone Stephen or that made 

Paul to fight the beast at Ephesus. It seems as if 

those people were ready to die for something 

more precious than what we are contending for in 

our own days. Jude said “earnestly contend for the 

faith that was once delivered unto the saints.” Over 

time, the message of many of the pilgrims had 

become corrupted. They preach nothing more 
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than prosperity and breakthroughs and the prom-

ise of the good life in the now to the neglect of that 

which is to come. It is not that the people have 

thrown away the stones but there are no more 

Stephens to throw the stones at. The battle seems 

painlessly to have ended. 

What you live for determines what you do. 

When you live for Jesus he will live for you and 

He will be glorified. To live for Jesus requires that 

you be determined. Satan will make it difficult for 

you to live for Jesus. The Bible says the devil is 

subtle. He will use things to deter you from 

serving Jesus. If you want to live for Jesus in this 

generation, you have to be determined. It was not 

easy for Jesus to die, but God helped him. If he 

needed help, we also need help to live for Him. 

People may laugh at you but Jesus will defend 

you. Living for Him in the public is more 

important to Jesus than living for Him in the 

closet.  

Jesus said in Luke 12:8-9:  

“…whosoever shall confess me before men, 
him shall the Son of man also confess before 
the angels of God: but he that denieth me 
before men shall be denied before the 
angels of God.” 

(Luke 12:8-9) 
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When Daniel stood for God; in times of trouble 

God, stood for Him. When the prince of Persia 

withstood Daniel and prevented the answer to his 

prayer; God sent another angel to ensure that the 

answer to the prayer was delivered. When the 

three Hebrew children took a public stand for 

God, God stood with them in the fire. Let us 

remember, as stated by that old hymn writer; to 

stand up for Jesus as soldiers of the cross. Let us 

remember to lift high the royal banner without 

permitting any loss. 
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7 
 

GOING FORWARD 
 
 
 

 

T he pilgrim, today, has become endangered 

species. Therefore his constant refrain should 

be: watch and pray. The pilgrim must not just 

'watch', he must also 'pray'. He must not just pray 

but must also be on the lookout for the predators 

of souls. He must beware of the false brethren as 

he trudges along the way. He must take particular 

notice of the false prophets who are always seek-

ing to do him in. The false prophets are many and 

they are ruthless. The major aim of the false 

prophet is to lead the pilgrim astray. The road to 

heaven unfortunately is not paved with flowers. It 

is paved with thorns and at the same time the 

travellers are in a continuous state of war. The 

pilgrim must come to terms with the fact that 
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salvation is not just about going to heaven but 

overcoming the many battles of life; otherwise, 

God would have taken the believer to heaven 

immediately he gave his life to Christ. God wants 

the pilgrims to demonstrate the unity of heaven 

and earth; the marriage of divinity with humanity 

without falling apart as a result of sin. God wants 

you to rule and reign in this present turbulent 

world.  

Job 5:6 says, “Although affliction cometh not forth 

of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the 

ground; yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly 

upward.” The world we were born into is full of 

troubles. It is a world full of afflictions. To this 

effect, Psalm 91:5-6 says,  

“Thou shall not be afraid for the terror by 
night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; 
nor for the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness; nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noonday.”  

(Psalm 91:5-6) 

There are evils that fly in the day time. There 

are pestilences crawling about in the dark hour of 

the night and some even operate at noon time. 

Jesus said, “Sufficient unto the day is the evil 

thereof” (Matthew 6:34). Every one born of the 

flesh into this world is born into trouble. You don't 
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need to look for it. It is a world full of trouble. 

Before you can be an overcomer and exercise 

dominion you must be born again. There are two 

people in this world; those who are born once and 

those who have experienced the second birth. A 

pilgrim is a man or woman who is born again.  

Since the event of Genesis 3, every man born 

into the world encounters trouble because a curse 

had been pronounced. Only those who have expe-

rienced the second birth can overcome the trouble 

of this world. In 1 John 5:4, the Bible says,  

“For whatever is born of God, overcometh 
the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith.”  

(1 John 5:4) 

Anyone counting on the birth of the flesh 

alone; is not equipped to overcome the world. 

Only those born of God have the assurance that 

they will overcome. If you are truly born again 

and not just a church goer, or mere associates of 

those going to Church (parents, friends or 

siblings), you have been equipped to overcome the 

world. The pilgrims are a people, well prepared 

and well equipped to confront and overcome the 

challenges of life. They are overcomers. In John 

16:33, Jesus said, “In the world ye shall have tribula-
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tion: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 

By the second birth, we were equipped to over-

come every problem that may want to prevent us 

from achieving the purposes of God for our life. 

You were born of God to overcome the world.  

The new birth is to enable man fulfil the origi-

nal plan of God which is to exercise dominion on 

earth. It is correct to say that only those who are 

born again can exercise true dominion. Jesus said, 

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which 

is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6). But the one 

born of the spirit is the one that is born of God, for 

God is a Spirit. Being born of God is to equip the 

pilgrim to overcome the world, the affliction and 

the challenges of life.  

You were born of the spirit so that you can 

overcome the challenges of the world; and prove to 

the world the reality of the second birth. The 

reason you were born again is that God can raise a 

set of people who will overcome the trouble of the 

world and enter into the rest prepared for them by 

God. By our first birth, we were born into trouble; 

by the second birth we were born into victory over 

the trouble of life. The reasons for the second birth 

is to enable us overcome the world and secure a 

place in heaven. If you were born of God you will 
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succeed in dealing with every problem of life. 

Therefore, every one born of the flesh and who 

does not experience the second birth, will be over-

whelmed by trouble all the way, until he returns to 

the dust; except he submits and worships the god 

of this world. Those born once cannot overcome; 

but those born twice are the overcomers. These are 

they that are born of the Spirit. These are the ones 

who have access to the realm of the Spirit and 

therefore well equipped to overcome the world. 

The second birth gives us the platform to con-

front and overcome the troubles of life. The truth is; 

you are capable of overcoming whatever challenges 

that come your way, if you are born again. You 

have what it takes to overcome that problem; your 

second birth is the guaranty that you are capable of 

overcoming any problem. You are greater than that 

problem; you are stronger than that challenge; be it 

financial, material or spiritual. Once you are born of 

God, you have been destined to overcome. 

Whatever the enemy may bring the way of the 

pilgrim, he has been well equipped to subdue it.  

Having been born of God, there is no problem 

that must not submit to you, because God will 

never allow you to face any problem that you can-

not subdue. It is guaranteed that any problem that 
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you cannot overcome, will not come your way. 

God will not allow that problem to come into your 

life. This is the meaning of 1 Corinthians 10:13, 

which says, 

“There hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man: but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but will 
with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 

(1 Corinthians 10:13) 

This verse is saying that any problem that you 

cannot overcome; God will not allow it. Are you 

passing through affliction? It is because it is under 

your foot, which was why it was allowed. To other 

people, that challenge might cause them to back-

slide, but not you; you will subdue that challenge. 

What you are passing through is what you are 

capable of subduing. Because you are born of God, 

you have been ordained to overcome the challenge 

you are facing today.  

Whenever a pilgrim is to be tempted, God is 

aware and always steps in to ensure that the 

pilgrim is not tempted beyond what he is able to 

bear. For others, problems may cause them to fall 

backwards but not so with the pilgrim. He had 

been prepared to overcome that problem because 
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he is born of God. The pilgrim has the ability to 

overcome what he is passing through. Once you 

are born of God, those challenges are only count-

ing on time, they cannot overwhelm you. They 

only 'came to pass'. They cannot subdue you. For 

whatever is born of God, overcomes the world. It 

is not those who are coming to Church that over-

come the world but those born of God. Everyone 

is born of the flesh but to overcome the world, you 

must be born the second time. If you are born of 

God, you are well equipped to overcome the 

world. You are not expected to run away from that 

challenge; stand fast in the victory secured for us 

in Christ and the trouble will surely fade away. 

The Israelites, on their way to the Promised 

Land, came face to face with some giants. Caleb 

said in Numbers 13:30 “Let's us go up at once, for we 

are well able” to take the land. Just as Caleb said, 

every pilgrim is well able to overcome the chal-

lenge that is confronting him. They have not yet 

overcome; but Caleb knew that they were well 

equipped to overcome.  

The good news is; there is no challenge that is 

stronger than you that will come your way! God 

asked Satan; have you seen my servant Job, a man 

that I have equipped? Satan tried to prove God 
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wrong, but in the end Job triumphed. God knew 

that Job was well equipped and that Job was well 

able. As in the life of Job, God may be bragging 

about you to the enemy. He may be saying, 'Have 

you observed my son, there is none like him'. The 

enemy may also be saying; 'let us see'. God is 

expecting you to smile through that problem and 

to be confident in His ability to see you through. 

Unfortunately, He is sometime disappointed, 

when due to ignorance of our position, a believer 

quits the battlefield with hands raised up, crying 

like a chicken. You are not a chicken but a lion, the 

same stock as the Lion of the tribe of Judah.  

David was young but He that is Mighty was 

inside of him. He went forward and confronted 

Goliath and won. He said, “You this uncircum-

cised philistine, I have been equipped to deal with 

you.” He remembered that the word says, “Greater 

is He that is in you than he that is in the world.” He 

who is inside of you is greater than the problem 

confronting you. There are more on your side, for 

you to be victorious than those wishing your fail-

ure. Those against you are far less than the people 

for you. Your victory is in your faith.  If your 

victory has not manifested, it may be that you 

allowed your faith to dwell alone.  
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Listen, though the pilgrim is well equipped to 

overcome, he is however expected to pass the 

endurance test. This is where many of the pilgrims 

fail. The pilgrims are to endure many things on the 

way. The materials for the kingdom are not manu-

factured for a season but for the seasons. In 

Matthew 24:1-14, the Bible says Jesus came out 

and departed from the temple. He came out of the 

temple and began to speak. One of the things he 

said was, “he that shall endure unto the end, the same 

shall be saved” (Matthew 24:13). He did not say 

Church goers will be saved. He did not say those 

speaking in tongues will be saved. He did not say 

those casting out demons will be saved. He did 

not say those preaching great and wonderful 

sermons will be saved. However, he said, he that 

endureth to the end, the same shall be saved. It is 

no longer sufficient to believe and be baptized. 

Salvation followed by baptism is good but it is 

only a starting point. The final point of salvation is 

endurance. It is no longer sufficient to be speaking 

in tongues; though this is good, but the real issue 

is your endurance capacity, your spiritual stamina 

to overcome the challenges of life. So the question 

then is, what are you enduring for the sake of the 

kingdom? How far can you go? 



Walking with God 172 

The Bible says, “Blessed is the man that endureth 

temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 

crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them 

that love him” (James 1:12). This means the crown 

of life is for those who endure. Endurance by way 

of definition is the act; quality; or power of with-

standing hardship or stress. Perseverance refers to 

the state or fact of persevering. It means to carry 

on through despite hardships, to suffer patiently 

without yielding. You only endure something that 

is unpleasant. Something you do not want and 

wish to change. Something that is pleasing is not 

to be endured but rather to be enjoyed. For exam-

ple, you cannot say you are enduring prosperity. 

But you can endure afflictions or persecution. In 

Hebrews12:1-4, the Bible says, 

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight, and the sin that 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of 
our faith; who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. For consider him that 
endured such contradictions of sinners 
against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint 
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in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted unto 
blood, striving against sin.” 

(Hebrews 12:1-4) 

To endure is to wait for God's solution on a 

matter. The Bible says,  

“The Lord is good unto them that wait for 
him; to the soul that seeketh him, it is good 
that a man should both hope and quietly 
wait for the salvation of the LORD.” 

(Lamentations 3:25-26) 

Talking about Abraham, the Bible said in 

Hebrews 6:12-15, 

“That ye be not slothful, but followers of 
them who through faith and patience inherit 
the promises. For when God made promise 
to Abraham, because he could swear by no 
greater, he swore by himself, saying, surely 
blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I 
will multiply thee. And so after he had 
patiently endured he obtained the promise.” 

(Hebrews 6:12-15) 

Persistence is required to make it to the end. 

No matter the challenges of life or what we all 

have to contend with, at no time must we deny the 

Master, who did everything to secure our redemp-

tion. Jesus must be honoured in our lives on a 

daily basis. Remember, we were told that through 

much tribulation we must enter into the kingdom. 
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To receive the promise of God you need to patient-

ly endure. Those who cannot endure lose the 

promise. Saul could not endure the waiting for the 

man of God; he preferred the company of the 

people, so he performed the duties of the priest 

and lost the kingdom.  

“And Samuel said, what has thou done? And 
Saul said, because I saw that the people 
were scattered from me, and that thou 
camest not within the days appointed, and 
that the  Philistines gathered themselves 
together at Michmash; therefore said I, the 
philistines will come down now upon me to 
Gilgal, and I have not made supplication 
unto the LORD: I forced myself therefore, 
and offered a burnt offering. And Samuel 
said to Saul, thou hast done foolishly: thou 
hast not kept the commandment of the 
LORD thy God, which he commanded thee: 
for now would the LORD have established 
thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. But now 
the kingdom shall not continue.”   

(1 Samuel 13:11-14) 

In Genesis 25:29-34, we were told that Esau 

could not endure hunger, so he traded his birth-

right for some red pottage and he lost the king-

dom. When he realized his folly, he attempted to 

undo the error and sought the kingdom carefully, 

with tears, he did not find it. The Bible says, 
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“Looking diligently lest any man fail of the 
grace of God; lest any root of bitterness 
springing up trouble you, and thereby many 
be defiled; lest there be any fornicator, or 
profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel 
of meat sold his birthright. For ye know how 
that afterward, when he would have 
inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for 
he found no place of repentance, though he 
sought it carefully with tears.”  

(Hebrews 12:15-17) 

Esau is a perfect example of a man who lost 

something precious but never recovered it. He lost 

his birthright. It was not that he was not rich. By 

the time he met his brother Jacob, Esau went with 

400 men. The Bible says, Jacob thought of appeas-

ing him with money. He said “No, I had enough.” 

He was rich. But he lost the birthright. He knew 

what he lost. It was not money. So the Bible says 

he sought for it carefully with tears but did not 

find it. Esau knew that the well-being of a soul is 

not determined by what he possesses, physically. 

Jesus made the point clearly to his hearers that the 

life of a man does not consist in the abundance of 

his possessions. He repeated the statement by ask-

ing “What shall it profit a man if he gains the whole 

world and loses his soul?” That was a statement that 

ended with a question mark. Yet there was no 
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answer. Why? Because the answer was obvious; 

the answer is “nothing”. If you lose your 

salvation, you have lost everything. Esau knew 

what he lost. Today, nobody would say, the God 

of Abraham, Isaac and Esau, but the God of Jacob. 

Esau lost. He lost everything!  

Esau was not like a man named Naboth in 1 

Kings 21:3,14. Naboth refused to part lightly with 

his inheritance even at the risk of death. He even-

tually died for a vineyard that he valued. Demas 

could not endure the rejection of the world. He 

loved it and abandoned the gospel. The Bible says, 

“For Demas hath forsaken me having loved this present 

world and is departed unto Thessalonica….” (2 Timo-

thy 4:10). God indeed expects the pilgrim to 

endure and to overcome.  

In 2 Timothy 2:3-4 Paul said,  

“Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth 
entangleth himself with the affairs of this 
life; that he may please him who hath 
chosen him to be a soldier.”  

(2 Timothy 2:3-4) 

Paul reminded Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:10-14, 

He said, 

“But thou hast fully known my doctrine, 
manner of life, purpose, faith, long suffering, 
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charity, patience, persecutions, afflictions 
which came to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at 
Lystra; what persecutions I endured; but out 
of them all the Lord delivered me. Yea and 
all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution. But evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived. But continue 
thou in the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them.” 

(2 Timothy 3:10-14) 

You must be ready to endure afflictions and 

persecutions, if you are determined to make it 

safely to the end. This is telling us that Christianity 

is not a flowery bed of ease. You will need to 

endure. God expects you to endure and overcome 

afflictions, persecutions, hardship or whatever is 

thrown at you by faith. You are not to be dominat-

ed by the troubles of life in such a way that you do 

not have character any more. You must not be a 

Christian without conviction, an amoeba; one who 

has no shape, and no definite commitment; flexi-

ble and pliable. As far as you are concerned, any-

thing goes. This is not right. Christianity is a life of 

commitment; commitment to the right ideals. 

Apostle John wrote in John 16:33 that “In the 

world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I 
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have overcome the world.” The saving faith is the 

faith that overcomes.  

“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh 
the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith. Who 
is he that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God.”  

(1 John 5:4-5) 

You cannot overcome without a fight. Too 

many of us give in too quickly. Herein lies the 

virtue of endurance. We need a faith that is resili-

ent. Jesus spoke in Matthew 13:24-30 about the 

kingdom. He said; 

“The Kingdom of heaven is likened unto a 
man which sowed good seed in his field: but 
while men slept, his enemy came and sowed 
tares among the wheat, and went his way. 
But when the blade was sprung up, and 
brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares 
also. So the servants of the householder 
came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou 
sow good seed in thy field? From whence 
then hath it tares? He said unto them, an 
enemy has done this. The servants said unto 
him, wilt thou then that we go and gather 
them up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye 
gather up the tares, ye root up also the 
wheat with them. Let both grow together 
until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I 
will say to the reapers, gather ye together 
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first the tares, and bind them in bundles to 
burn them: but gather the wheat into my 
barn.” 

(Matthew 13:24-30) 

The servants told the householder, “Sir, let us go 

and uproot the tares so that the wheat can grow 

without any problem or hindrance.” What a good 

suggestion that was. If you have any experience 

about farming, you will know that when you plant 

corn or yam, the job of weeding must be taken 

seriously. You need to weed the farm constantly; 

otherwise very few of the corn will survive. So the 

servant said, let us root out the tares so that the wheat 

could grow unhindered. The householder turned 

down their offer with a reason, “lest while you uproot 

the tares you injure the wheat also.” The wisdom of 

men dictates that the separation of the tares from the 

wheat should be done immediately. But the wisdom 

of God says “Let them grow together.”  

Remember in Isaiah 55:8-10, God said I do not 

think the way men think.  

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the 
Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

(Isaiah 55:8-10) 
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The householder said, “Let them grow togeth-

er.” Let them have challenges and troubles and let 

us see the ones that would survive. How typical of 

us to want to separate the tares from the wheat, the 

good from the bad. Many times, God would have 

opened our eyes to see beyond the ordinary but our 

reaction to the things that are kept secret is our 

problem. Many times, when our eyes are open to 

the evil plots of the kingdom of darkness, we 

become afraid and our faith take a plunge. Many 

times when we see the wicked in their true form, 

we want to separate from them. But God's counsel 

is “let them grow together.” At the appointed time, 

he will send in the reapers. The task of separation is 

a sensitive one, requiring skill beyond our grasp. 

He explained it all too clearly. He said “lest while 

you uproot the tares you uproot the wheat also.”  

The separation would be done by the angels at 

the end of the age, because the tares actually look 

like the wheat. The only way you can tell them 

apart is when they both come to maturity, because 

at that time, the wheat will begin to bow over, but 

the tares will remain upright. This means that with 

maturity, the wheat will become more humble, 

and tares will become more proud. Pride and 

humility are two of the most distinguishing char-
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acteristics between the true and the false, and this 

distinguishing characteristic will become more 

and more pronounced as we draw closer to the 

end of the age. Because it is hard to tell the wheat 

from the tares until maturity, wisdom demands 

that we allow them to grow up together; to avoid 

wrongly uprooting the wheat. Those who do not 

listen to the wisdom of the Lord, and try to weed 

out the tares prematurely, often throw out the 

wheat and keep the tares. 

We meant well. Why should the tares continue 

to occupy space and take up nutrients? Why not 

uproot them so that the wheat could grow unhin-

dered and well nourished. But the wheat, some of 

which are tender could become endangered and 

killed in the process. There is a divine process that 

separates the good from the bad, the goats from 

the sheep, the ugly from the beautiful, and the 

tares from the wheat. It takes time, it requires 

patience but the separation is sure and will come 

to pass and the redeemed of the Lord will enter 

into their rest. 

Listen, God is not in the business of pampering 

people. You cannot expect to walk with the Lord 

without a fight for your faith. You need to have 

stamina and be determined; don't give up so easily 
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because of challenges. You must value and defend 

your salvation. It is your birthright. Jesus gave it to 

you and the price he paid was his blood that was 

shed on Calvary. It was not a cheap price. Keep 

your salvation whatever the persecutions and 

afflictions that may come your way. 

God expects you to endure something. These 

are days when many are not willing to endure. 

They are easily offended. They cannot endure 

hardships, they cannot endure deprivations. They 

want riches and prosperity at all cost. Whatever it 

will take, they must buy their way out of poverty. 

If it will take compromise, so be it. If it will take 

sleeping with their bosses in the office, so be it. If it 

will take lying and cheating; so be it. They cannot 

suffer to be defrauded. Some people said, 'poverty 

is too expensive, they cannot bear it'. Tell us what 

can you bear? God is interested in knowing what 

you can bear. How far will you go with God? If 

you cannot bear poverty, will you take bribes to 

become rich? Will you kill to be rich? Will you 

prostitute your body to become wealthy or will 

you cheat others to become prosperous? God is 

interested in knowing what YOU WILL DO! 

How about the cross that Jesus carried? Was it 

cheap? He shed his precious blood on the cross for 
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your salvation. Was it cheap? Are you like Esau, 

you cannot endure hunger, hardship or poverty, 

the easy way must be taken. Husband is late in 

coming, children are late in coming, then you 

cried out to God; do something now or I will 

change my mind. Go ahead and change your 

mind. Yet the Bible says, “But he that shall endure 

unto the end, the same shall be saved” (Matthew 

24:13). 

When the three Hebrew children made a state-

ment of commitment, God did not jump to conclu-

sion. He allowed them to prove their faith. He 

wanted to see whether they will change their 

minds when they saw the fire. God wanted to see 

whether they will cringe and eat their words at the 

sight of the fire. Thank God for their determina-

tion that saw them through. He waited for them at 

the end of the line, when they actually entered into 

the fire. How about Daniel, he was asked not to 

pray for 30 days. He insisted he would pray. He 

did it and was caught. Couldn't God intervene 

immediately? He could but He chose not to; until 

he was actually thrown into the den of lions. Why? 

God wanted to see whether he would change his 

mind. Remember the Children of Israel. God 

promised them a land flowing with milk and 
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honey and yet they had to fight the Anakims, the 

Jebusites, the people of Ai and many others to get 

to the Promised Land.  

Jesus endured the cross because of the glory 

that was set before Him. You must endure your 

challenges, and stop being lily-livered because the 

Bible says, “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither 

have entered into the heart of man, the things which 

God hath prepared for them that love him” (1 Corinthi-

ans 2:9). There is eternal life ahead of you. There is 

the incorruptible crown ahead of you. Hold on to 

your faith. Hold the fort. Jesus said, “I'm soon 

coming.” The child is late in coming, wait for it. 

Husband is late in coming, wait for it. Don't 

compromise your faith for a morsel of meat. 

Listen, God is building a people of power, God is 

building a people of praise that will sweep 

through the land by His Spirit and will glorify His 

precious name. Will you be one of them? Jesus 

said in Matthew 7:13-14,  

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat: Because strait is the gate and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it.”  

(Matthew 7:13-14) 
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The easy way is broad because it is full of com-

promisers, deceivers, fraudsters, backbiters and 

backsliders; those who cannot endure; the family 

of Esau, the Edomite. The way that leads to life is 

strait and only few find it. Among the few that 

find it, only a fewer number walk in it; would you 

stand out and be counted? God knew from the 

beginning that Esau would compromise on the 

journey because he could not endure hunger. He 

chose the easy way out. So God said, Jacob have I 

loved; but Esau have I hated. God detests the 

backslider because he is full of his own ways. Esau 

detests his birthright. He queried, “Behold I am at 

the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do 

to me?” (Genesis 25:32). 

What will you not do to get what you want? 

What will you not do to get a visa to London? 

What will you not do to get a job? What will you 

not do to get promoted? What will you not do to 

get a child? What will you not do to get a hus-

band? What will you not do to get wealth? God is 

interested. He wants to know how precious your 

salvation is to you. Will you denounce it like Esau 

did and count it as a thing of nought? Or will you 

treasure it like Joseph did? Joseph was a young 

man in the prime of his life when he was tempted 
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with sexual sin; and you know the advantage that 

would have conferred on him, free access to food 

and money and flagrant disobedience to the 

commands of the Master. Joseph said NO to that 

kind of cheap life. When he refused to play ball, 

Madam fabricated a lie that led to his imprison-

ment. He did not even bother to defend himself; 

he preferred to go to prison for an offence he did 

not commit. What can God put on record for you? 

Can God say, “I know him, he had opportunity to 

be so and so but for the sake of the kingdom he 

endured the deprivations.” 

When will you learn to say; others may, I cannot, 

for the sake of the kingdom? Others may sleep with 

men of easy virtues to get money or a job or 

promotion but I cannot. Many lightly esteem the 

salvation of their soul. The reproaches of Christ must 

not fall on them. They want to be loved by the world 

and celebrated by sinners but James 4:4 says, 

“Friendship with the world is enmity with God.” 

Consider Moses. The Bible says in Hebrews 11:24-27, 

“By faith Moses, when he was come to 
years, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to 
suffer affliction with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 
Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
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riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had 
respect unto the recompense of the reward. 
By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the 
wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing 
him who is invisible.” 

(Hebrews 11:24-27) 

Why must we endure? We must endure 

because Jesus said 'it is he that endureth to the end 

that shall be saved'.  

 In Revelation 2:7 Jesus said, “He that hath an 

ear, let him hear what the spirit saith unto the 

churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat 

of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the para-

dise of God.” 

 In Revelation 2:17 he said “To him that over-

cometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and 

will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new 

name written, which no man knoweth saving he 

that receiveth it.” 

 In Revelation 2:26 Jesus said, “And he that over-

cometh and keepeth my works unto the end, to him 

will I give power over the nations: And he shall rule 

them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter 

shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of 

My Father. And I will give him the morning star.” 
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 In Revelation 3:5 he continued and said, “He 

that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 

raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the 

book of life, but I will confess his name before my 

Father, and before His angels.”  

 In Revelation 3:11, Jesus said, “Behold I come 

quickly; hold that fast which thou hast, that no man 

take thy crown. Him that overcometh will I make a 

pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no 

more out: and I will write upon him the name of my 

God, and the name of the city of my God, which is 

new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven 

from my God: and I will write upon him my new 

name.” 

 In Revelation 3:21, Jesus said, “To him that over-

cometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 

even as I also overcame, and am set down with my 

Father in his throne.” 

I saw a strange thing in the Bible. In 2 Corinthi-

ans 12:7-10, Paul was buffeted by a messenger of 

satan and he discerned it, he knew the source of 

the attack and he reported the matter to God, God 

heard him; so it was not a case of unanswered 

prayer but rather than take away this strange ail-

ment; God told him; “My grace is sufficient for you.” 

No wonder Apostle Paul said in Romans 8:35-39, 
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“Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake 
we are killed all the day long; we are 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay in 
all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us. For I 
am persuaded, that neither death, nor life 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, Nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

(Romans 8:35-39) 

Paul knew what he was talking about. You 

may not understand why you have to pass 

through what you are passing through but hold 

the fort. For by and by when the morning comes; 

when the saints of God are gathered home; we 

shall tell the story of how we overcame; we shall 

understand it better by and by. Only do not com-

promise while on the journey. The church in Thes-

salonians endured. Writing about them, Paul said 

in 2 Thessalonians 1:3-5. 

“We are bound to thank God always for you, 
brethren, as it is meet, because that your 
faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of 
every one of you all toward each other 
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aboundeth: so that we ourselves glory in you 
in the churches of God for your patience and 
faith in all your persecutions and tribulations 
that ye endure; which is a manifest token of 
the  righteous judgment of God, that ye may 
be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, 
for which ye also suffer.” 

(2 Thessalonians 1:3-5) 

The twists and turns of life have a way of 

reminding us - this world is not our homeland. We 

are strangers and pilgrims in it. We aren't fluent in 

its language. Its culture confuses our heart. Its 

stress disrupts our sleep. It promises much but 

delivers so much less. But that's okay - we have an 

eternal address fixed in our hearts: "[God] has... set 

eternity in the hearts of men" (Ecclesiastes 3:11 NIV). 

But though our eyes are fixed on heaven, for some 

of us the journey has been long, very long and 

stormy. We've been robbed of lifelong dreams. 

We've been given bodies that can't sustain our 

spirits, or spouses, who can't tolerate our faith, or 

bills that outnumber our pay checks, or challenges 

that outweigh our strength - and we get tired. It's 

hard to see the city in the midst of the storms. The 

desire to pull over to the side of the road and get 

out, entices us. We want to go on, but some days 

the road seems so long.  
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Listen, these issues of life, though genuine and 

germane to our terrestrial but temporal existence, 

should be secondary and tangential to a pilgrim. 

The warning of Christ should be paramount in the 

heart of the pilgrim. He said, “And take heed to 

yourselves, lest at any time your heart be overcharged 

with surfeiting, (worries and anxiety) and drunken-

ness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon 

you unaware” (Luke 21:34). Issues of barrenness 

and poverty, marriage and unemployment should 

not take precedence over and above the matters of 

the kingdom and the destination of the pilgrim. 

When unemployment occupies a pre-eminent 

status in the life of a pilgrim so that he cannot 

peaceably entertain the word of God, then danger 

looms. When the search for husband had become 

the one and only issue in the life of a pilgrim, so 

that she cannot intercede any longer at the altar of 

prayer, then the destination of such a pilgrim had 

become compromised.  

When a pilgrim entertains all manners of 

solution in the search for a child, then the 

determination to make it to the end is jeopardized. 

These challenges that come our way must not be 

allowed to take away the joy of our salvation. We 

must overcome them through faith and through 
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prayers alone. In any case, what are we even 

talking about? 

We speak of the realm of the blest, 

Of that country so bright and so fair, 

And oft are its glories confessed 

But what must it be to be there. 

 

We speak of its pathways of gold, 

Of its walls decked with jewels most rare, 

Its wonders and pleasures untold 

But what must it be to be there 

 

We speak of its freedom from sin, 

From sorrow, temptation, and care 

From trials without and within 

But what must it be to be there 

 

We speak of its anthems of praise, 

With which we can never compare 

The sweetest on earth we can raise 

But what must it be to be there 

 

We speak of its service of love;  

Of the robes which the glorified wear 
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The church of the first born above 

But what must it be to be there 

 

Do thou Lord midst pleasure or woe, 

Still for heaven our spirits prepare 

And shortly we also shall know 

And feel what it is to be there. Amen. 

The question is; would you allow poverty, 

hunger and hatred by the world to separate you 

from the love of God? Hold the fort, Jesus still 

whispers to you and me. We need a commitment 

level beyond coming to church, speaking in 

tongues, singing choruses and clapping our hands. 

Inability or failure to endure is a sign that will 

characterize the last days. Jesus said in Matthew 

24.12, “And because iniquity shall abound the love of 

many shall wax cold.” This is a negative prophecy 

that must not come to pass in your life. You must 

be ready to endure something, if your love for 

God is not to wax cold. It is a true saying, if you 

fail to stand for something, you will fall for every-

thing. Will you hold the fort? Every pilgrim 

should remember:  

 That not all that left Egypt got to the Promised 

Land. 
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 That not all the ten virgins entered in with the 

Bridegroom. 

 That not all that left Sodom and Gomorrah got 

to the safe haven. 

 That not all the disciples of Jesus Christ made 

it to the end. 

 That not all the companions of Apostle Paul 

remained steadfast to the end. 

Jesus spoke about the ten virgins (Matthew 

25:1-13). He said five were wise and five were 

foolish. To all intent and purposes, the virgins 

were well planted and groomed. They brought 

forth some good fruits. They were faithful to a 

very large extent. To confirm that the Lord is not 

interested in half obedience, only fifty percent of 

those who started on the journey found the door 

open to receive them at the end of the journey. 

What then is the mathematics in all these? Only a 

fragment of those who started the race will ever 

complete it successfully. The possibility of losing 

the road map is so apparent that it is a marvel 

many never imagined it could happen.  Ask: 

 The wife of Lot who did not understand that 

she was a pilgrim. She kept her treasure in 

Sodom and when asked to leave she simply 
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died. She looked back at the fading glory of 

Sodom and became a pillar of salt. 

 Demas who did not understand the concept of 

pilgrimage and so fell in love with the present 

world and compromised. He abandoned Paul 

and the gospel because he chose to love this 

present world. 

 Achan who did not understand the concept of 

pilgrimage and paid dearly for it. He coveted 

the goodly Babylonian garment and incurred 

the wrath of God. He perished with his house-

hold. 

 Judas who did not appreciate that he was a 

pilgrim and died running after thirty pieces of 

silver. He loved money and lost his faith in the 

process. The silver was too hot to handle and 

his soul became a prey. 

Every Christian must realize that he is a 

pilgrim and stranger in this world. One day, the 

Master will call and he will request for an account 

of our sojourn here on earth. How sad it will be if 

like the woman at the well (John 4) we had 

allowed our heart to be overcharged with surfeit-

ing, with eating and drinking. How sad it will be; 

if it is discovered that the cares of this world and 

the deceitfulness of riches had eaten away our 
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devotion to the cause of the Master. How sad will 

it be; if it is found that the pilgrim had allowed the 

vanity of the “sin city” to make him forget that he 

is a mere passer- by in a world that is passing 

away. 

Listen, this world definitely cannot be our rest. 

A place of deceit and oppression; a place where 

friends betray and siblings frustrate, is not our 

desired haven. A place where homes are on fire 

and children behave strangely cannot be the Eldo-

rado we all seek for. A place where sicknesses, 

infirmities and diseases with strange names run 

rampage cannot be a safe haven. A place where 

death runs amok killing parents and leaving 

children to stray as orphans cannot be the Prom-

ised Land. This cannot be our home or the rest we 

so greatly desire. My friend, what have you found 

in this wretched world that you have become so 

enamoured with it and ready to trade freely the 

world to come for it? Apostle Paul counseled, “Let 

us labour therefore to enter into that rest”, (Hebrews 

4:11) “for here we have no continuing city, but we seek 

one to come” (Hebrews 13:14). 

My friend, how prepared are you for this jour-

ney? Remember this: God never said the journey 

would be easy, but He did say the arrival would 
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be wonderful! So trust Him. He'll get you home. 

Soon the trials of the trip will be forgotten in the 

joys of the feast. Will you remain firm and 

committed to the end; despite the hardships and 

deprivations and the struggles of life? Will you? 

This song writer asked the pilgrims a pertinent 

question. 

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life? 

When the clouds unfold their wings of strife 

When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain 

Will your anchor drift, or firm remain? 

And may your response be: 

We have an anchor that keeps the soul 

Steadfast and sure while the billows roll 

Fastened to the Rock which cannot move 

Grounded firm and deep in the saviour's love. 

Beloved, please have this understanding and 

know that you are a stranger and a pilgrim here 

on earth. One day the Lord will call you home. 

Even if you live to be 120 years old, one day you 

must go home and render account of your sojourn 

here on earth to your maker. The Psalmist said, 

“What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death? 

Shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave? 

(Psalm 89:48). Apostle Paul stated, “And it is 
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appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judg-

ment” (Hebrews 9:27).  

Again in 2 Corinthians 5:10, he said,  

“For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad.”  

(2 Corinthians 5:10) 

What will your story be? Will you tell Christ 

how many houses you acquired while on earth? 

How many cars you bought and the many travels 

to choice places of the world that you embarked 

upon? Will Christ be pleased with these and 

welcome you to his eternal rest? Beloved, how are 

you spending your time on this side of the divide? 

Very soon the curtain will be lifted and the 

invisible will become more real than the visible.  

Do you have time for everything and all things 

that pertains to this world with no thought to 

spare on eternity? Do you have time to do the will 

of your maker; the one who owns all things or are 

you too busy? Are earthly visitors consuming your 

time more than ever with staggered appointments 

here and there? Is your life slipping away without 

your knowing it? Is your heart overcharged with 
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surfeiting? When will you prepare for the world to 

come? When will you prepare for eternity? Time 

for everyone is running out. 

There was the story of a king who directed his 

clown to go far into the neighbouring towns and 

villages, to seek for another clown, who could out-

wit him or better his performance. The clown set 

out faithfully and for years he bettered all the 

clowns that he came across. As he continued in the 

endless search for a better clown, one day he 

received a distress call from his friend, the king. 

The king wanted him to come back quickly. When 

he arrived, the king intimated him with his plight. 

He informed his friend that he was about to take a 

trip to an unknown land. He knows of no man 

that has ever undertaken such a journey and 

return to give a feedback of the happenings in the 

distant land. He desired that his friend give him 

some counsel, hence the recall. The friend asked 

him; since there is no information available any-

where to guide; what preparation has the king 

made to better equip himself for this journey. The 

king, to the amazement of his long-time friend and 

clown, replied rather wryly, that he had made 

none. At this point, the friend of the king looked 

downcast for a brief moment and then exclaimed: 
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“You are the clown that I have been looking for all 

these years. You are a better clown than I am” The 

moral is this: a man who will not prepare for a 

journey, which he knows he must make one day, 

is the greatest  clown ever born.  

The correlation of time and life is one of the 

greatest paradoxes confronting mankind. Time 

cannot be arrested, suspended or extended but all 

these could happen to life. It could be terminated by 

sickness, diseases, accident, activities of criminals or 

the hordes of darkness that are always hunting for 

prey all the time or paradoxically when time stops. 

However, when life stops; time continues. Time has 

only one enemy; eternity. This is when time will run 

out for time and no longer count. Now, both are 

precious resources that are available each day; 

either for investment or to be wasted.  

Interestingly, God did not create you for time: 

He created you for eternity. Time (your lifetime 

here on earth) provides the opportunity to get 

acquainted with Him. It is an opportunity for Him 

to develop your character in His likeness. Then 

eternity will have its fullest dimensions for you. If 

you just live for time (the here and now) you will 

miss the ultimate purpose of creation. If you live 

for time, you will allow your past to mould and 
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shape your life today. Your life as a child of God 

ought to be shaped by the future (what you will be 

one day). God uses your present time to mould 

and shape your future usefulness here on earth 

and in eternity. 

You need to begin orienting your life to the 

purposes of God. His purposes go far beyond time 

and eternity. Make sure you are investing your 

life, time, and resources in things that are lasting 

and not things that will pass away. If you don't 

recognize that God created you for eternity, you 

will invest in the wrong direction. You need to 

store up treasures in heaven. Jesus said,  

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through and steal: 
But lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal: For where your treasures 
is, there will your heart be also.”  

(Matthew 6:19-21) 

God loves you. He knows what is best for you. 

Only He can guide you to invest your life in 

worthwhile ways. This guidance will come as you 

walk with Him and listen to Him. It pays to heed 

His call now that time is still available. For every 
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one, time, however, is running out and life is 

ebbing. What will you do with the remainder of 

your life and time? Invest it or waste it? The 

choice, always, is yours. 

I will like to leave you with this comforting 

thought. This best suits a pilgrim and as you adopt 

it, may you find peace and joy in the journey of 

life. 

Ev'ry road thro' life is a long, long road, 

Fill'd with joys and sorrows too, 

As you journey on, how your heart will yearn, 

For the things most dear to you. 

With wealth and love 'tis so 

But onward we must go. 

 

Chorus: 

Keep right on to the end of the road, 

Keep right on to the end, 

Tho' the way be long, let your heart be strong, 

Keep right on round the bend. 

  

Tho' you're tired and weary still journey on, 

Till you come to your happy abode, 

Where all the love you've been dreaming of 

Will be there at the end of the road. 
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With a big stout heart to a long steep hill, 

We may get there with a smile, 

With a good kind thought and an end in view, 

We may cut short many a mile. 

So let courage ev'ry day, 

Be your guiding star always. 

 

Lyrics by Sir Harry Lander 
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