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PREFACE 
 
 
 
 

T his book, The King is Coming, is the seventh, in 

the Walking with God series. It explains the cer-

tainty of the King’s return, the reason for the 

“delay” and the errors of scoffers. It warns all 

believers to beware of the danger of drunkenness 

and deceit, and directs our attention to the immi-

nent coming of the Lord.  

From the beginning, the enemy had been 

opposing the plan of God for mankind. When 

mankind suffered a setback in the Garden of Eden 

and the paradise was lost, God planned restoration. 

However, to be restored, man only needs to repent 

so that the peace of God which surpasses all under-

standing could become his. Grace was given to 

guide, sustain and comfort all who are pilgrims 

here on earth to their destination. Prosperity has 

however become a stumbling block dimming the 

 

7 



Walking with God 8 

however become a stumbling block dimming the 

vision of many of the pilgrims for the unseen 

treasure; but as we know God and His purpose for 

our lives, we must adjust our lifestyle, knowing 

that the King is coming to take us home. Our eter-

nal destination, heaven, depends on our choices 

and on whose side we are, when He comes. 

The Church today may be compared to a row-

boat in the middle of a stream, whose occupants 

are at ease, lukewarm, self-complacent, even when 

their boat is gradually drifting down stream to the 

waterfalls below. To arrest this drift, the Church 

must be awakened to a life of righteousness, must 

become conscious of her standing in Christ Jesus. 

In this perilous time, GOD, indeed, is building a 

people of power. A major requirement for partak-

ing in this end time endeavour, is for all to know 

their God. This will ensure that we conform to the 

image of the Lord Jesus Christ and shut out errors, 

which can derail our walk with GOD. 

We all need to re-examine our faith and revisit 

the old landmarks, the footmarks of our fathers in 

the faith, to avoid being shipwrecked on our jour-

ney. James 1:22 admonishes us “But be ye doers of 

the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 

self.” As you go through this book, you will 
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encounter what you need to do. I pray that you 

will have faith in your heart to receive the word 

and to profit with it. May the rich grace of Christ 

impart strength to any fainting hearts; Amen. 
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ENDORSEMENTS 
 

 

Pastor Felix Adeoye has sturdily provided spiritual 

guides to many believers to whom he owes these un-

precedented volumes-Walking with God. I am aware that 

many believers who have been privilege to read these 

volumes have had cause to thank God for the exceptional 

way the books have put them on a pedestal of their Chris-

tian Living. My personal life has been so overwhelmed by 

the spiritual balance Pastor Adeoye has exhibited in 

giving God’s people this daily encounter with the Lord.  

This is so explicit in this eschatological volume. 

This volume, the King is Coming is the seventh in the series 

that our brother had so far painstakingly released in the 

Walking with God series. This one seems unique as it 

touches the matter of eschatology which will decide the 

fate of all humans. The first part, Why Did Jesus Come 

leaves no stone unturned to unveil the reason for God 

becoming man in order to open the gate of redemption for 

all people. The concern of part four is eminent in our days. 

When He returns, what will He find? This is worth medi-

tating as the faith of many has already diminished. 

Dear fellow pilgrims, as you read this volume to part 

seven, I urge you to pause a moment and ponder on the 

issue of how many will be saved as detailed in this expo-

sition in Luke 13 which is here demonstrated. This ques-

tion to my surprise was asked in Christ’s time and the 

answer to it shows a painful number that will enter that 
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narrow gate. Our brother in his characteristic of thor-

oughly sharing his passion explained that analytically in 

this last chapter. I think this book is meant for this 

generation and those that might follow. I urge you not to 

keep it in your shelf without consideration for those who 

might need to know this truth. Selah!!  

- Gabriel Barau, Executive Director, Missionary Crusad-

ers Ministries Inc, Yola. 

Pastor Felix Adeoye by the help of the Holy Spirit has 

written comprehensively on the second coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. The write up has come at no better 

time than when the Church seems to have ignored the 

real issue of life with subtle corrosion and devaluation of 

the gospel; which now get people excited rather than 

sober and expectant of the soon coming King. This is a 

wake-up call to those who love His appearing.  

- Pastor Bode Abolarin, Jesus is Life Church, Asaba, 

Delta State. 

 

In his usual characteristic manner, simple and clear 

English, Pastor Felix Adeoye is here again with another 

night call, wake-up call to all discerning and expecting 

believer that it will be over very soon and the end will be 

here and our King will finally be here. 

It is another timely reminder to all that have forgotten 

that our Lord, our Master, Our redeemer, our Lover will 

soon be here. It is a long time now and it looks uncertain 

but the uncertainty makes it more compelling, more 
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frightening to be ready and be prepared for our coming 

KING. 

Be prepared. That is the Boys Scout’s ageless motto and 

it ought to be the motto for every believer expecting the 

return of our KING. 

Reading this book awoken the old, it almost forgotten 

song in my spirit. The song another wake-up call says; 

We are expecting Jesus 3ce 

We don’t know when He shall come,  

He might come in the morning, 

He might come in the noon time, 

He might come in the night time, 

We don’t know when He shall come. 

Getting ready is difficult, but ready, we must. Getting 

prepared is tasking but prepared we must. To be prepar-

ing is already too late. To be prepared and stay prepared 

is the challenge. Be prepared for our KING will soon be 

here. Another must read for ALL that are waiting and 

prepared for the return of our KING. Are you?  

- Pastor E.A. Adesina, RCCG, Lagos Province 1, Ebutte –

Metta, Lagos. 

 

Indeed ‘The King is coming’. If as a believer you are still 

doubting this fundamental truth from the Bible, I 

strongly recommend this volume in the series “walking 

with God” to you to strengthen your conviction on the 

certainty of the Lord’s return. Are you a pastor? Please 

endeavour to read this volume for your sake and for the 
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sake of your congregation. There is only one main 

assignment for all the pastors in this end time, that main 

assignment is to prepare the flocks for the Lord’s 

coming. This is the book of the Hour. 

- Rev. Bode Amoo Dominion Life Bible Church, Ilorin. 

 

This publication, ‘The King is Coming’, cuts across 

generations. It is a very useful material for all and sundry, 

not compartmentalised in the logical reasoning, rational-

ity or emotion. It pursues a global vision, in this era of a 

globalised world in an effort to relate the realities of our 

days to the truth of the Scriptures with respect to END 

TIMES. 

He treated the title in seven chapters where he expati-

ated extensively on the subject with germane quotations 

from the word of truth-the scriptures. 

In part 1 titled ‘’why did Jesus Come’’, he gave an anthol-

ogy of the Old Testament prophecies and predictions. He 

further emphasised the futility in the mundane, agitating 

or competing with the spirit of God in His creations. 

Part 2 titled ‘’He shall return is the promise’’, pointedly 

showed proof of assurances about His return. It is in this 

chapter that the signs of end times were succinctly 

adverted to. He authenticated the veracity by indicating 

that the second coming was mentioned 318 times in the 

New Testament. 

Part 3 titled ‘’Why Christ has NOT YET RETURNED’’ 

made no apologies to scoffers, unbelievers, atheist, non-

conformist or even Christians yet to be born again who 
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apparently relate the confines of their concept about time 

and space to that of the transcendental God. 

Part 4 addresses the question ‘’WHEN HE RETURNS 

WILL HE FIND FAITH ON EARTH?’’ Luke 18:7-8.  

Many parables of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ as 

well as real occurrences during his life time, relating to 

this subject were brought to the fore. Faith NOT works 

alone is the foundation on which our corner stone 

should be built. 

In part 5, the author reminds us that ‘’some will be left 

behind’’, not because they have not heard the gospel but 

because they chose to ignore it. This is not God’s wish 

for mankind and that was why He sent His only begot-

ten son, that whosoever believes in him should not 

perish but have everlasting life.  

Part 6 was titled “Be prepared” reminiscent of the 

author’s Boy Scout days. In essence, he tries to exonerate 

himself by following the injunction of the Great Commis-

sion through this work. 

Part 7 “Going Forward” summarises it all and concludes 

with Rev. 3:1-3. The emphasis here is in verse 2 where it 

stated “Be watchful, and Strengthen the things which 

remain that are ready to die: for I have not found thy 

works perfect before God”. 

This statement is directed to us all who still live in the 

flesh. All our righteousness is like filthy rags before the 

Divine. Only Faith in the Holy one who has made Him-

self the propitiation for our sins can grant us salvation. 
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A minister of God once said ‘’there is only one God, all 

other gods are the works of men, evolving on account of 

human depravity and error; misconceptions and confu-

sions: they emerged out of human curiosity to explain 

God, an adventure which shall remain a mirage for as 

long as the earth remains’’. 

The universal message in this book from my subjective 

perspective is for all human beings to evaluate them-

selves daily on the salient issues addressed i.e. Retribu-

tion, Reciprocity, Reconciliation, Redemption; and, to 

realise that their Justification, Salvation and Sanctification 

is only through the redeeming blood of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. One of our Daily Devotions recently 

drew attention to the fact that we come into the kingdom 

of God not through evolution but by revolution and, 

further defined conversion as’’ the change, sudden or 

gradual, by which we pass from the kingdom of self into 

the kingdom of God.’’  We are not cultured into the king-

dom, we are converted. May God help us all to be fully 

prepared for His second coming in Jesus name, Amen.  

DEACON OLAWALE IGE                                    
 

 

 

16 



The King Is Coming! 17 

1 
 

WHY DID JESUS COME? 
 

I don’t know why Jesus loves me, 

 I don’t know why he came, 

 I don’t know why he sacrificed his life,  

 But I’m so glad, so glad he did. 
 

 

 

 

T o acknowledge that Jesus is coming again, we 

must first understand why he came the first time. 

The first coming of Jesus was clearly heralded by 

the angels who announced to a credulous world 

the wonderful plan of God to humanity. They said 

to the shepherds: 

“Fear not: for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the 

 

17 



Walking with God 18 

heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, goodwill toward men”  

(Luke 2:10-14) 

The birth of Christ was long foretold by the 

prophets. Isaiah said in Isaiah 7:14, “Behold a virgin 

shall conceive and bring forth a son and thou shall call 

his name Immanuel...” What was not revealed then 

was the mission of the child. After four hundred 

years of silence in heaven, God again spoke to 

mankind. What did he say? In Matthew 1:21, the 

angel appeared to Joseph in a dream, revealing the 

secret plan of God to him and said;  

“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shall call his name JESUS: for he shall save 
his people from their sins”. 

(Matthew 1:21) 

Was the mission achieved? Yes, on the cross of 

Calvary. The mission was achieved when Jesus 

breathed his last on the cross. Before yielding His 

Spirit, he said, “It is finished.” The transaction was 

completed. Mankind was delivered from the bond-

age of sin. This is incredible, you will say, in view 

of the manifest presence of sin in the world. The 

Bible, however, says, “As many as received him, to 

them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 

them that believe on his name” (John 1:12). It is only 
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those who acknowledge Him as Lord and Saviour 

that shall be delivered from the bondage of sin. 

There is the popular story about a man who 

went to a barber shop for a haircut and beard trim. 

As usual, he and the barber chatted while the barber 

worked. After a while, the conversation drifted 

around the subject of God. The barber said, “Look 

man, I don’t believe that God exists as you say.” 

“Why do you say that?” asked the client. “Well, it’s 

easy! You just have to go out in the street to realize 

that God does not exist. Tell me: if God existed, 

would there be so many sick people? Would there 

be abandoned children? If God existed, there would 

be neither suffering nor pain. I can’t believe in a 

God who permits all of these things.” 

The client thought for a moment, but didn’t 

respond because he didn’t want to start an argu-

ment. The barber finished his job and the client 

went on his way. Just after he left the barber shop 

he saw a scruffy, untidy man in the street with long 

hair and a beard. It appeared it had been a long 

time since this man had his hair cut. The client 

returned to the barber shop and said to the barber: 

“You know what? I don’t believe Barbers exist!” 

How can you say that?” asked the barber. “I’m 

here and I’m a barber. I just cut your hair and 
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trimmed your beard a few minutes ago!’ “No!” the 

client exclaimed. “Barbers don’t exist because if 

they do there would be no people with long hair 

and beards like that man out there on the street.” 

The barber replied, “Ah, barbers do exist, but 

people just don’t come to us when they need us.” 

“Exactly!” affirmed the client. “That’s the point. 

God does exist, but people don’t go to Him and 

don’t look for Him. That’s why there’s so much 

pain and suffering in the world.” God does exist! 

Jesus came to save mankind from the bondage 

of sin and the power of darkness. He came to bring 

light into the world. The world is full of darkness 

and gross darkness has covered the whole of the 

human race (Isaiah 60:2). In Genesis 1:3, God said, 

“Let there be light: and there was light.” Darkness was 

routed and Light reigned supreme. The import of 

satan’s deception, in the Garden of Eden, however, 

was to bring darkness again into the world. The 

first Adam, through deception, allowed darkness 

to prevail in the world, again. Jesus, the second 

Adam, however, came to give light and to undo 

the works of darkness (1 John 3:8). In Luke 1:79, 

the Bible says, Jesus came “to give light to them that 

sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our 

feet into the way of peace.” 
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When Adam disobeyed God in the Garden of 

Eden, he brought sin into the world and through 

him all became sinners.  In Romans 5:12,18-19, the 

Bible says,  

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. 
Therefore, as by the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation; even so 
by the righteousness of one the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life. For as 
by one man’s disobedience many were made 
sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous.” 

(Romans 5:12,18-19) 

In John 12:46, Jesus said, “I am come a light into 

the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not 

abide in darkness.” Again, in John 1:4-5,9, the Bible 

says, “In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 

comprehended it not... That was the true Light, which 

lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” In 

John 8:12, Jesus stated with abundant clarity, “I am 

the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not 

walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” 

Sin imports darkness; those living in sin are in 

darkness. Sin brings bondage; those living in sin 

are in bondage to satan and death. Sin also brings 
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poverty; there is lack in every life that is disobedi-

ent to God. The message was very clear to the 

Apostles. They said, 

“This then is the message which we have 
heard of him, and declare unto you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
If we say that we have fellowship with him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin.”  

(1 John 1:5-7) 

The good news is; Jesus brought light to the 

world.  The essence of his coming lies in this:  

“Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath 
made us meet to be partakers of the inheri-
tance of the saints in light: who hath deliv-
ered us from the powers of darkness, and 
hath translated us from darkness into the 
kingdom of his dear Son: in whom we have 
redemption through his blood, even the for-
giveness of sins.”   

(Colossians 1:12-14) 

Jesus came to restore all things; everything that 

satan had stolen from men was restored in Christ. 

The Bible says,  

“And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before 
was preached unto you: whom heaven must 
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receive until the times of restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world 
began.”  

(Acts 3:20-21) 

Jesus said, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, 

and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might 

have life, and that they might have it more abun-

dantly” (John 10:10). Through deception, satan stole 

from the first Adam in the Garden of Eden, but the 

second Adam (Jesus Christ) came to restore all that 

was stolen and he did so abundantly. 

Jesus came to deliver from bondage. If not for 

Jesus, men and women could have no power to 

confront the powers of darkness and the spiritual 

wickedness in high places. No one would have 

been able to confront the principalities and powers 

and the rulers of darkness of this world. Life 

would truly have been solitary, brutish, and short.  

The problem of mankind was however cap-

tured eloquently in these words; 

“And this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil. For every one that doeth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, 
lest his deeds should be reproved. But he 
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his 
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deeds may be made, manifest that they are 
wrought in God.”  

(John 3:19-20) 

Listen, you cannot walk in darkness while you 

are here on earth and expect the landing light to be 

put on for you when you die. Only those who 

receive the light and walked in the light while they 

live shall enjoy the comfort of a heavenly abode 

when death comes.  

Jesus is coming again to receive to himself 

those who took advantage of the opportunity 

given to mankind. It is very normal for a farmer to 

expect fruits from the seed sown. Jesus is long in 

coming because he has patience in abundance. The 

Bible says,  

“Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the 
coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman 
waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth and 
hath long patience for it, until he receive the 
early and the latter rain. Be ye also patient; 
stablish your hearts: for the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh.” 

(James 5:7-8) 

The meaning of all this is that Christ’s first 

coming was to prepare a people for God, to take 

out those that were willing to have fellowship 

with the Father. This is what excites the Father. 
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God is looking for worshippers. He is looking for 

those who will worship him in spirit and in truth –

John 4:24. The prodigal son turned and reverted to 

the Father. The Father’s excitement was palpable. 

He rejoiced. He celebrated his repentance and 

decorated him. Jesus came to turn our hearts to the 

Father and make us to be accepted in the beloved.  

The first coming of Jesus was alluded to in 

Malachi 4:5-6, where the Prophet said, 

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart 
of the fathers to the children, and the heart 
of the children to their fathers, lest I come 
and smite the earth with a curse.” 

(Malachi 4:5-6) 

This is why the Angels rejoice when a sinner 

turns to the Father (Luke 15:10). Jesus is coming to 

reap the fruit of his first coming. Except Christ’s 

first coming is a ruse, which historically had been 

proved not to be, the second coming becomes 

imperative. A farmer, who planted, will of neces-

sity expect to reap the harvest, no matter how long 

the gestation period takes.  

No other event of history is so well accredited, 

so universally believed and so widely honoured as 

the first coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. The fact 
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of His coming and all the circumstances attending 

His life here on earth were so clearly and vividly 

foreshadowed by prophecy that a profound expec-

tation of that coming took possession of the whole 

earth. When he came, His birth, His life, His death, 

His resurrection and His ascension into heaven are 

facts more accredited by evidence than any other 

historical event. And as He came the first time 

personally, literally, visibly, audibly, tangibly, so 

He will appear in His second coming. 

Christ came the first time to sensitise us to the 

need of the Father, the Creator of heaven and 

earth. Plainly stated, the Bible says, “God is a Spirit: 

and they that worship him must worship him in spirit 

and in truth” (John 4:24). We cannot worship God 

in the flesh, because flesh is in enmity with God. 

Moreover, the Bible says those that are in the flesh 

cannot please God (Romans 8:5-8). Christ came to 

make us spiritual so that our fellowship with the 

Father, which was broken in the Garden of Eden, 

could be restored. God told Adam in Genesis 2:16-

17, “Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 

but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 

shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof 

thou shalt surely die.” When Adam and Eve ate the 

forbidden fruit, they died a spiritual death. They 
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lost the glory. Adam became a man of the flesh 

and no more of the spirit. So the Bible says in 

Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and come short of 

the glory of God.” 

They were still alive physically but they were of 

no use to God, because God is a Spirit. There exists a 

barrier between the Spirit and the flesh, which can-

not permit fellowship. When Adam fell, he was no 

longer in a position to please God. He was actually 

in a state of war with God. Galatians 5:16 says, “for 

the flesh lusteth against the spirit and the spirit against 

the flesh.” They are at war with each other. It is a 

perpetual war. For as long as we are in the flesh, we 

are at war with God. Christ came to change our 

direction, our obedience, our dedication to the flesh; 

to obedience and dedication to the Spirit.  

Apostle Paul further stated in Romans 8:1, that 

“there is therefore now no condemnation to them which 

are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 

after the Spirit.” Christ came, so that the flesh will 

no longer rule us and compel us to follow its 

dictates but be used by us as a cloak to function 

here on earth and fulfil the plan and purpose of 

God for our lives. The Bible says, 

For as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, even 
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to them that believe on his name: Which 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.”  

(John 1:12-13) 

The phrase “but of God” could well be trans-

lated “but of the Spirit.” This is because the Bible 

says clearly that “God is a Spirit” (John 4:24). In 

response to the question of Nicodemus, Jesus said, 

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which 

is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said 

unto thee, ye must be born again” (John 3:6-7). 

Until we crucify the flesh and begin to walk in 

the spirit, mindful of the things of the spirit, we 

cannot worship God and will therefore have no 

relationship with God, both now and in the here-

after. 

It is axiomatic that when one is born again, the 

statement, “the things I used to do, I do them no 

more” becomes evident in his or her life. This is 

because there is a change in the nature of the man; 

from flesh to the spirit. The needs of the two are 

not the same. One is proud, the other is humble; 

one is hateful, the other is loving; one is patient, 

the other is in haste and the contradistinction in 

the lifestyle of both the flesh and the Spirit could 

be multiplied ad infinitum (Galatians 5:19-24). 
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To bring the point home, Jesus told the parable 

of the marriage supper (Matthew 22:1-14), which 

was prepared with pomp, but the invitees failed to 

turn up for the great occasion. He told his servants 

to proceed to the highways and to compel as many 

as they could find to come to the supper which 

was prepared at great cost. However, in the course 

of dining, the host went round to ascertain the 

authenticity of the invitees and found to his 

amazement one fellow that was not properly 

attired. He said, 

“And when the king came in to see the 
guests, he saw there a man which had not on 
a wedding garment: And he saith unto him, 
Friend, how camest thou in hither not having 
a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 
Then said the king to the servants, bind him 
hand and foot, and take him away, and cast 
him into outer darkness; there shall be weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth. For many are 
called but few are chosen.”  

(Matthew 22:11-14) 

The man without the wedding garment typi-

cally represents a person who has interest in the 

things of God. He saw others going and he went. 

He did not bother to ask for an invitation so as to 

be intimated with the dress code. He went in the 

cloak of the flesh and was not in tune with the 
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spirit. He was able to jump and shout halleluiah 

and sing some choruses but he did all these in the 

flesh. He could not be hidden for long because his 

fruit announced him. He was not born again. 

The essence of Christ first coming was to 

communicate to us afresh the intimate desire of 

the Father, which is the search for true worship-

pers; those who will worship Him in spirit and in 

truth. If you are not born again you cannot 

worship God in spirit and in truth and therefore 

not ready to receive Christ at his second coming. 

Until Christ’s first coming is profitable to you, his 

second coming cannot be to your advantage. 

Christ’s first coming was to make us receive 

the forgiveness of our sins through the blood that 

was shed on the Cross of Calvary and thereafter 

pave way for the coming of the Holy Spirit. Once 

forgiven, through repentance, we are qualified to 

receive the spirit of the Father and to relate with 

the Father. Without the spirit of God, we cannot 

overcome the sinful flesh, we cannot live a victori-

ous life over sin, we cannot serve God acceptably, 

we cannot walk with God here on earth, and we 

cannot be raptured at his second coming or see 

God in the hereafter. Apostle Peter said the gift of 

the Spirit is for us the moment we repent. Our 
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forgiveness is guaranteed because of the blood 

that was shed on the Cross of Calvary. We cannot 

earn forgiveness; it was granted by the blood of 

Christ. It was at the cross that the sin question was 

settled. It was at the cross that Adam’s fallen race 

was redeemed. It was at the cross that the greatest 

exchange took place. He became us that we might 

become Him. He paid the price for our sin. This is 

why the Bible says, “he will save his people from 

their sins.”  

The cure for the sin of mankind is the blood of 

Jesus that was shed on the cross. And once for-

given, the gift of the Holy Spirit is ours. Sin is like 

leprosy and until Naaman dipped himself in river 

Jordan seven times, the leprosy was not taken 

away. Unlike the case of Naaman, only one visit to 

the cross is required of us and sin evaporates. 

Nothing takes away the sin of any man except the 

blood of Jesus. Not the blood of bulls and goats 

anymore; that was in the past but not anymore. 

The book of Hebrews gives us further assurance 

on the efficacy of the blood of Jesus. It says, 

“But Christ being come an high priest of good 
things to come, by a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 
that is to say, not of this building; neither by 
the blood of goats and calves, but by his own 
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blood he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 
ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, 
sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God?” 

(Hebrews 9:11-15) 

The blood of Jesus is available for our clean-

sing. It is effectual and efficacious. But you must of 

necessity repent of your sin and be washed. The 

first mission of Christ, therefore, is to take away 

the sin of the whole world. His second mission is 

to prepare us to receive the Holy Spirit. So, he told 

the disciples who had become sorrowful and 

despondent when the news of his departure was 

muted. He said to them, 

“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedi-
ent for you that I go away: for if I go not 
away, the comforter will not come unto you; 
but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” 

(John 16:7) 

Among the many functions of the Holy Spirit 

to the believers is the commission to give the 

people of God a taste of heaven here on earth. 

Whatever fellowship we have with the Father 
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now, through the Holy Spirit, can only be on a 

very small scale; compared to when we are 

relieved of the burden of the flesh completely and 

released into the fullness of His presence. The 

flesh still intervenes in our walk with God here on 

earth; our level of fellowship notwithstanding. It is 

therefore correct to say in a complete sense that 

Jesus plants his life in us when we receive him into 

our lives; the Holy Spirit waters the seed that 

Christ planted and God the Father gives the 

increase. We are the fruit of his labour on earth. At 

the last, the angels will come to reap the harvest. 

Regarding the occasional slip into sin, which a 

born again child of God experiences now and 

again, they are merely vestiges of the old nature 

reminding us of where we were before. They are 

the old habits that die hard. They are evidence of 

what we used to be and the bondages of slavery to 

sin that happened in the past. The Bible says, 

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son, clean-
seth us from all sins.” 

(1 John 1:7) 

This is why until fellowship with the Father is 

broken; the blood continues its work in the lives of 
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the believer. An analogy with a painted house is 

apposite. It may require periodic repainting to 

cleanse it of dust and make it glow again. Even the 

saints require perfection (Ephesians 4:11-12). 

Since the purpose of Christ’s first coming is 

clearly established, his return becomes imperative, 

not only as a follow up to the first; but as a neces-

sary consequence of the first coming, since he 

must reap the fruit of that which he planted. 

The first coming of Jesus was not accidental; it 

was not something that was not prepared for. He 

manifested in the dispensation of the fullness of 

time. The purpose of Christ’s first coming could be 

stated in this order: 

The first thing he came to do was that he came 

to give us a revelation of who the Father is. He 

came to show us in the human form our Father. 

While we cannot see God the Father because He is 

Spirit, we can see Jesus in the pages of the New 

Testament. And in seeing Jesus, the Bible says we 

see God. In fact, the mission of Jesus was to make 

God known: “No one has seen God at any time. The 

only begotten Son, who is in the bossom of the Father, 

He has declared Him” (John 1:18). Jesus Himself 

said, “He who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 

14:9). In his first epistle to Timothy, Paul seems in 
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awe of the deity of Jesus Christ. He said, “Without 

controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was 

manifest in the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16). And in John 

6:46, Jesus said, “Not that any man hath seen the 

Father, save he which is of God, he hath seen the 

Father” So, he came to show us in a human form 

how God looked like.  

He asked Thomas in John 14:6, “Have I been so 

long with you and you asking me show us the father; 

can’t you see that I am in the father and the father in 

me?” 

In case we have problem relating with whom 

the Father was, Christ came to put concreteness on 

whom the Father is. In 2 Corinthians 4:6, the Bible 

says, “For God, who commanded light to shine out of 

darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of 

the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ.” Hebrews 1:3 says, “Jesus Christ is the bright-

ness of his glory and the express image of his person.” 

So Christ came to express the image of the person 

of whom the Father is to us. 

The second reason why he came was that he 

came to deal with the works of the devil. In 1 John 

3:8, the Bible says, “For this purpose the Son of God 

was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 

devil.” Furthermore, the Bible says, “having spoiled 
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principalities and powers, he made a shew of them 

openly, triumphing over them in it” (Colossians 2:15). 

In Hebrews 2:14, the Bible says,  

“Forasmuch then as the children are partak-
ers of flesh and blood, he also himself like-
wise took part of the same; that through 
death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is , the devil; and 
deliver them who through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage.”  

(Hebrews 2:14) 

There is no way any human being would have 

been able to have power over the devil but for 

Jesus. In the Garden of Eden, Adam’s authority 

over satan was not so visible. Jesus therefore came 

to give us authority over satan through his name. 

Jesus provided solution not only to the sin 

problem but also to the satan problem. In Luke 

10:19, “Behold, I give unto you power to thread on 

serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the 

enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” 

Another reason for his coming is because as a 

result of what transpired in the Garden of Eden, 

Man had become imperfect. He had fallen short of 

the glory of God. He is short of what he should be. 

He had become sinful and evil. He had become 

lustful and immoral. To satisfy his lust, even for 
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just a few minutes of pleasure, he will assault and 

batter a weaker person. Or, he will make himself 

attractive and seek pleasure to satisfy his lust even 

if it destroys his spouse and children and the lives 

of others. All this means one thing: man can never 

live or walk with God.  

Man is far too short of the perfection required 

by God. What then can be done? There is only one 

thing. Man’s sins have to be cleansed and washed 

away. Man is guilty; therefore he has to bear the 

guilt of his sins, face the court of judgment and 

condemnation. His only hope of escape, of ever 

being acceptable to God, is for a substitute to be 

sacrificed for his sins. If a substitute can take his 

guilt and be sacrificed for his sins, then can man be 

free of sin and its guilt and be acceptable to God. 

God loves man for He created him in His 

image. He is mindful of him. He made him to have 

dominion over all the works of His hands (Psalms 

8:4-8). God had established a covenant with man. 

Under the first covenant, animals were sacrificed 

for man’s sins. The animal had to be pure and 

flawless, having no impurity or flaw whatsoever. 

It signified that a sinless life was bearing the sins 

of men and that a perfect and flawless life was 

being sacrificed as a substitute for sinful man. 
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In the process of time, God saw that mankind 

generally and the Israelites in particular were not 

moved by penitence in offering the sacrifices for 

sin. They had become hardened and merely 

engaged in sin offering as a mere formality. God 

declared in the book of Isaiah.  

“Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an 
abomination unto me; the new moon and 
Sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot 
away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn 
meeting. Your new moons and your 
appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a 
trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them. 
And when ye spread froth your hands, I will 
hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make 
many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are 
full of blood. Wash you, make you clean; put 
away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes, cease to do evil; learn to do well; 
seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge 
the fatherless, plead for the widow.” 

(Isaiah 1:13-17) 

There was therefore the need for a better cove-

nant, which is another reason why Jesus came so 

as to change the platform of reconciliation. The 

Psalmist by inspiration declared concerning Jesus, 

“Sacrifice and offering thou didst not 
require; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt 
offering and sin offering hast thou not 
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required. Then said I, Lo, I come: in the 
volume of the book it is written of me, I 
delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law 
is within my heart.” 

(Psalm 40:6-8) 

Jesus therefore became the mediator of the 

new covenant between God and man. He is the 

perfect sacrifice for the sins of men. The Bible says, 

“For the law having a shadow of good things 
to come, and not the very image of the 
things, can never with those sacrifices which 
they offered year by year continually make 
the comers thereunto perfect. For then 
would they not have ceased to be offered? 
Because that the worshippers once purged 
should have had no more conscience for 
sins. But in those sacrifices there is a 
remembrance again made of sins every year. 
For it is not possible that the blood of bulls 
and goats should take away sins.” 

(Hebrews 10:1-4) 

The law was a shadow of things to come; it 

was not the real thing and so has no power to 

remove the consciousness of sins, hence the need 

for a repeat year after year. The offering of animal 

sacrifice was actually a reminder of sins and not a 

remover. Every time an offering was made, the 

person was actually reminded of his sins. The 

perfect sacrifice was a body prepared by God him-
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self. Romans 8:3 says, “For what the law could not 

do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending 

his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 

condemned sin in the flesh.” 

The perfect sacrifice was Jesus Christ who 

unquestionably carried out the will of the Father. 

This was absolutely essential if there was to be the 

perfect sacrifice. He had to live a sinless life. By 

living a sinless life, he stood before God as the 

perfect ideal man. He stood before God as the very 

embodiment of righteousness, which could cover 

man. When therefore a person looks to Jesus 

Christ, believing in Him with his whole heart, God 

counts that person righteous. God counts the faith 

of the person as the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5:21, says, “For he hath made him to be 

sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in him.” 

The purpose of Jesus’ first coming was therefore 

to die and provide atonement for us. The Bible 

says, “without the shedding of blood there is no remis-

sion of sin” (Hebrews 9:22). There is no way anyone 

would have been saved without the coming of 

Christ. He came to shed his blood on the cross. He 

suffered for us “that he might deliver us from our iniq-

uities and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
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of good works” (Titus 2:14). In Colossians 1:14, the 

Bible says, “In whom we have redemption through his 

blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” 

The Bible says in Ephesians 1:7, “In whom we 

have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 

sins, according to the riches of his grace.” He came, as 

it were, to die. He came to reveal the Father and to 

deal with the satan and sin problem. 

Jesus accomplished this purging by taking our 

sins to Himself and bearing the punishment for 

them, which is death. As we learn later in the book 

of Hebrews, Jesus came to taste death for every 

man (Hebrews 2:9). This was his purpose in 

coming to earth. As we see in familiar words, he 

came to seek and to save those who are lost (Luke 

19:10). He is therefore our Kinsman Redeemer. 

Evidently, Jesus’ first coming was to seek and 

to save the lost. Sheep that are lost cannot find 

their way. In Luke 15, the owner of the lost sheep 

had to look for it, as the sheep cannot come back 

on its own. Christians are referred to as sheep of 

his pastures. Psalm 100:3 says, “We are the sheep of 

His pastures.” So he came to save that which was 

lost. In Mathew 9:13, Jesus said, “For I am not come 

to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” In 

Luke 19:10, Jesus said, “For the Son of man is come to 
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seek and save that which is lost.” Apostle Paul also 

declared in 1 Timothy 1:15, “This is a faithful saying, 

and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 

into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” 

Another reason why he came was to be a role 

model to us as to how to live our lives. He came to 

demonstrate to us the kind of person we should 

be; the God kind of standard of who we should be. 

In John 13:13, Jesus said, 

“Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; 
for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Master, 
have washed your feet; ye also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I have given 
you an example, that ye should do as I have 
done to you.”  

(John 13:13) 

In other words, the example was given that we 

should walk in his step. In 1 Peter 2:21, the Bible 

says, “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ 

also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 

should follow his steps.” In Romans 8:29, it is 

written, “For whom he did foreknow, he also did pre-

destinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that 

he might be the first born among many brethren.” 

Christ came to give us the standard of how we 

should live. In 1 John 2:6, the Bible says, “He that 

abideth in him should walk also as he walked.” You 
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cannot say you do not know how to walk because 

Christ came to show us how to walk. Christian 

means Christ likeness. Christ is the prototype that 

God has given us.  

Jesus’ first coming was to equip us to live the 

way he lived on earth. No one has ever lived that 

way before. His life was the most dramatic life and 

the best kind of life that anyone has ever lived. He 

came to make it possible for us to live that kind of 

life. The Bible says, “In him was life; and the life was 

the light of men” (John 1:4). In Philippians 4:13, 

Apostle Paul said, “I can do all things through Christ 

which strengtheneth me.” The Bibles says, in Philip-

pians 2:13, “For it is God which worketh in us both to 

will and to do of his good pleasure.” In Galatians 2:20, 

Apostle Paul said, “I am crucified with Christ: never-

theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:, and the 

life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the 

Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”  

Examples are given to show the way to 

success. Examples are given to obviate wrong 

doings. Christ is our best example on how to 

conduct ourselves and live our lives in this world 

of darkness. When we refuse to follow the 

example given to us, we miss our way and our 

lives become miserable. 
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Another reason why he came is discernible 

from the need to have someone like us who has 

firsthand knowledge of our experiences and 

knows how to help us in our time of need. The 

writer of Hebrews gave us another reason to 

rejoice in the high priestly ministry of Jesus Christ. 

He not only sympathizes with us in our weak-

nesses, he strengthens us in our temptations: In 

that he himself has suffered, being tempted, he is 

able to succour those who are tempted (Hebrews 

2:18). For we do not have a High Priest who can-

not sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in 

all points tempted as we  are, yet without sin 

(Hebrews 4:15). 

The bottom line is this; God saw mankind in 

his hour of need and distress he saw us when we 

needed Him most and He responded without 

hesitation. God said, in Ezekiel 16:1-14, 

“Again the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying, Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know 
her abominations, and say, Thus saith the 
Lord GOD unto Jerusalem; Thy birth and thy 
nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy father 
was an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite. 
As for thy nativity, in the day thou was born 
thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou 
washed in water to supple thee; thou wast 
not salted at all, nor swaddled at all. None 
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eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, 
to have compassion upon thee; but thou 
wast cast out in the open field, to the lothing 
of thy person, in the day that thou wast born. 
And when I passed by thee, and saw thee 
polluted in thy own blood, I said unto thee 
when thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said 
unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live. 
I have cause thee to  multiply as the bud of 
the field, and thou hast increased and waxen 
great, and thou art come to excellent orna-
ments; thy breasts are fashioned, and thine 
hair is grown, whereas thou wast naked and 
bare, now when I passed by thee, and looked 
upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of 
love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and 
covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto 
thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, 
saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest 
mine. Then washed I thee with water; yea, I 
thoroughly washed away thy blood from 
thee, and I anointed thee with oil. I clothed 
thee also with broidered work, and shod 
thee with badgers skin, and I girded thee 
about with fine linen, and I covered thee 
with silk. I decked thee also with ornaments, 
and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a 
chain on thy neck. And I put a jewel on thy 
forehead, and earrings in thy ears, and a 
beautiful crown upon thine head. Thus wast 
thou decked with gold and silver; and thy 
raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and 
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broidered work; thou didst eat flour, and 
honey, and oil: and thou was exceeding 
beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a king-
dom. And thy renown went forth among the 
heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect 
through your comeliness, which I had put on 
thee, saith the Lord GOD” 

(Ezekiel 16:1-14) 

None ever felt so helpless like we were before 

Jesus chose to come. He did not wait for us to cry 

out for mercy but in full love for mankind, He 

moved. What moved Him? It was compassion. He 

knew we were dust, struggling for life. He knew 

we could not help ourselves. He did not wait. He 

moved and He is still moving, reaching out to 

multitude to come to the light and to abandon the 

world of darkness. He moved while we were still 

deeply mired in sin. He did not wait.  

That song we sing, ever so casually, captures 

the essence of Christ’s first coming. It says: 

You did not wait for me, to cry out to you 

But you clothed yourself with frail humanity; 

You did not wait for me to cry out to you, 

But you made me hear your voice calling me; 

And I’m forever grateful, to you 

I am forever grateful for the cross 

I’m forever grateful, to you, that you came 
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To seek and save the lost. 

Mankind should indeed be grateful that He 

came to seek and to save the lost, to redeem us 

from our woes and life of sin. We should choose 

light over darkness, as a mark of appreciation, for 

this is why He came. A lifestyle of sin is the best 

evidence that we do not appreciate His first 

coming and that we have chosen darkness over the 

light. The lyrics of the song quoted in the opening 

continue with a pertinent question; it says, 

Where will I be if Jesus didn’t love me? 

Where will I be if he didn’t care? 

 Where will I be if he hadn’t sacrificed his life?  

Oh but I am glad, so glad he did. 

Oh I am glad, so glad he did. 

This, indeed, is the question. Where would I be 

and where would you be, if he had not come to 

die and to save? Aren’t you glad that he came? 
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2 
 

HE SHALL RETURN 
 
 
 
 
 

W hen General Douglas MacArthur left the 

Philippines in the early month of World War II, he 

fled Corregidor in apparent defeat. Upon reaching 

Australia, he sent his now famous declaration, “I 

shall return.” And he kept his promise, for three 

years later he stood on the Philippine soil and 

proclaimed his second historic statement, “I have 

returned.” This historic account suggests another 

statement of promise – a promise of far greater 

significance for the human family. Just before 

Christ went to the cross and suffered what 

appeared to be a tragic end to His brief life, He 

said to His disciples, “I go to prepare a place for you, 
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and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 

there ye may be also” (John 14:3-4). But two thou-

sand years have expired since that promise was 

given, and it still remains unfulfilled.  

In Psalm 96:11-13, the Psalmist by inspiration 

exclaimed, 

“Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth 
be glad; let the sea roar, and the fullness 
thereof. Let the field be joyful, and all that is 
therein: then shall all the trees of the wood 
rejoice before the LORD: for he cometh, for 
he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge 
the world with righteousness, and the 
people with his truth.” 

(Psalm 96:11-13) 

In these few verses, the Psalmist spoke of a 

certain day when the King shall return to judge the 

earth in righteousness and with truth. The coming 

again of Christ is a subject that literally fascinates 

tens of thousands of people but fascination is not 

what God is after in discussing the return of His 

Son and the end of the world.  What God is after is 

preparation – for man to prepare himself to receive 

God’s son. Man must be ready for the return of 

Christ or else he will be doomed.  

If a person is to know and to understand the 
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return of the Lord, his mind has to be aroused. The 

mind cannot be lazy or wandering about. It has to be 

watchful, alert, focused, concentrated, and actively 

engaged upon two things. First, the mind must 

remember the word spoken by the prophets. They 

had much to say about the return of Christ to earth.  

Second, the mind must remember the 

commandments of the Lord that have been 

preached and taught by the Apostles. Jesus Christ 

taught much about His return. The Apostles in 

turn shared His teachings with the people. Apostle 

Peter stressed the need for the mind to be aroused. 

He said “stir up your pure minds” he said, “be 

mindful of this one thing” he said, “Know this 

first” and again he said, “Do not be ignorant of 

this one thing.”  

Before a person can remember something, he 

first has to study and learn the facts and commit 

them to heart. This stresses the utter necessity for 

him to study the scriptures, to learn all he can about 

the return of Christ to earth. There is no place in the 

Christian life for lazy, lethargic, unfocused, and 

wandering minds. Christ demands total dedication 

from us, the total commitment of a person’s mind 

and life to His teaching. This requires intense and 

diligent study of the word of God. 
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Since Jesus Christ first came to earth, history is 

in its last stage. Right now, the time between 

Christ first coming and His second coming, is 

called the age of grace – the age when God’s 

mercy and grace are flowing out to the world 

through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. This 

period is variously called “the last days” (2 Timo-

thy 3:1); “these last times” (1 Peter 1:20); “these last 

days” (Hebrews 1:2); “the last time” (Jude 18). The 

phrase “the last time” really means the last hour, 

the midnight hour when the world is to end.  

The final chapter of human history is now 

being written. Soon, Jesus Christ will return to 

earth and time will be no more. When? Jesus Christ 

said no man knows nor can know. Only God 

knows. We must always keep in mind what Peter 

says, “that a thousand years is as one day” with the 

Lord. Therefore, we must not be projecting dates.  

What we must do is obey the Lord’s exhorta-

tion to watch and be ready. We are to look for His 

return every day and be prepared for His return 

any moment. And when He returns, not only will 

the earth and the heavens be destroyed, but He is 

going to recreate the whole universe, both heavens 

and the earth. The new universe will be the home 

of all those who have followed Jesus Christ. 
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This then is the message that we must heed: 

these are the last days. What are we going to do about 

it? Are we going to attach ourselves to the world 

and be destroyed with it or attach ourselves to 

Jesus Christ and enter into glory of the coming new 

world? The choice is ours. We either follow the 

world that is doomed to destruction or we follow 

Jesus Christ and enter the promised new world. 

The end time, the destruction of the world that is 

imminent; is not a message of gloom; it is the most 

glorious message of hope – the hope of a new 

world. There is a new world coming that will be 

gloriously perfected: no corruption, evil, sin, or 

death – only glory and splendour, health and life; 

and it will last forever and ever, world without end. 

More than any other subject, Jesus spoke about 

His return in plain language and in parables. He 

meticulously laid out His plan and announced it 

to all. 

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many mansions; if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go to prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.” 

(John 14:1-3) 
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In the Acts of the Apostles, the angels echoed 

the fact of his return, 

“And while they looked steadfastly toward 
heaven as he went up, behold, two men in 
white apparel; which also said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
This same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven.” 

(Acts 1:10-11) 

Apostle Paul said in 1 Timothy 6:15-17, 

“I give thee charge in the sight of God, who 
quickeneth all things, and before Christ 
Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a 
good confession; that thou keep this 
commandment without spot, unrebukeable, 
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
which in his times he shall shew, who is the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords; who only hath 
immortality, dwelling in the light which no 
man can approach unto; whom no man hath 
seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and 
power everlasting. Amen.” 

(1 Timothy 6:15-17) 

As Jesus went away, so will he come. They saw 

him leave. We shall see him return. “Behold, he 

cometh with clouds: and every eye shall see 

him...” (Revelation 1:7). As all the predictions 
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regarding his first advent, when the world coldly 

received him as a babe on a pallet of straw, were 

literally fulfilled, so shall the predictions regarding 

his second coming be just as literally fulfilled. 

The second coming of Christ is a sound biblical 

fact prophesied by Daniel. Daniel 7:13 says,  

“I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one 
like the Son of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, 
and they brought him near before him. And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, should serve him: his dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed.” 

(Daniel 7:13) 

In Revelation 3:11, the Lord Jesus said, “Behold, 

I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no 

man take thy crown.” Again in Revelation 16:15, 

Jesus said, “Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that 

watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, 

and they see his shame.”  

In Revelation 22:7, he repeated the fact of his 

coming again, he said, “Behold, I come quickly: 

blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of 

this book” (Revelation 22:7). 
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Verse 12, of the same chapter says, “And, 

behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to 

give every man according as his work shall be” In 

verse 20, it is written, “He which testifieth these 

things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 

come, Lord Jesus.” 

Clearly, definitely, unmistakably, is the second 

coming taught in the Word of God. In the New 

Testament, the second coming is mentioned 318 

times. Only by ignorant spiritualizing, or carelessly 

ignoring or looking upon these passages as inter-

polations, or by wrenching language out of its 

setting and rending it meaningless, can one throw 

out of court the mass of evidence that Scripture 

presents. Christ’s promise to return is the promise 

of promises – the crown and consummation of all 

promises. It is the coronation of all evangelistic 

hopes, the consummation of prophecy.  

Christ’s promise is unmistakably divine, true 

and final. He is coming. Men think often of Jesus’ 

birth, of his life, of his crucifixion – and many 

biographies are written. Men think often of Jesus 

resurrection, His ascension, and we have days to 

celebrate these great events. But no one has ever 

suggested having a day set apart to remember that 

He is coming again.  
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Some are even scoffing at the idea of his 

coming. In 2 Peter 3:3-6, Apostle Peter said,  

“Knowing this first, that there shall come in 
the last days scoffers, walking after their 
own lusts. And saying, where is the promise 
of his coming? For since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation. For this they 
willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of 
God the heavens were of old, and the earth 
standing out of the water and in the water: 
whereby the world that then was, being 
overflowed with water, perished”  

(2 Peter 3:3-6) 

A scoffer is someone who treats lightly that 

which ought to be taken seriously. The people in 

Noah’s day scoffed at the idea of a flood, and the 

citizens of Sodom scoffed at the possibility of fire 

and brimstone destroying their sinful city. In this 

verse, the scoffers referred to by Peter are those 

people who refuse to take the word of God seriously 

when it speaks about Christ’s return and the 

certainty of judgment. It is apparent that there are 

many scoffers in the world today – not only those 

who openly deny the end-time events, but also those 

who by their ungodly lifestyles imply that the Bibli-

cal teaching concerning our Lord’s return and 

coming judgment should not be taken seriously. 
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The reason why there is scoffing today is given 

by Apostle Peter in verse three: they are “walking 

after their own lusts.” Because people want to 

continue living in their sins, they scoff at the idea 

of judgment. Verse 5 goes on to describe them as 

“willingly ignorant.” In other words, they do not 

want to believe what is revealed by the prophets 

and the apostles concerning coming judgment, 

because they want to continue in sin without the 

threat of judgment hanging over them. And so 

they dismiss it from their minds (“willingly igno-

rant”), and in addition, come up with their own 

arguments to console themselves, essentially 

saying that judgment is not coming. 

They scoffed at the idea of Christ returning to 

earth and recreating the universe. These people 

walk after their own lusts. They live like they want 

and do their own thing. They are after possessions 

and pleasures of this world. They want the right to 

seek and keep as much as they can of money, 

houses, lands, furnishings, recognition, popularity, 

honour, position, authority, power, fame, creation 

comfort. They want the right to enjoy all the pleas-

ure they feel safe doing such as partying, drinking, 

eating, and engaging in suggestive immoralities 

and sexual relationships. These are mockers, peo-
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ple who walk after their own lusts. They have to 

mock and reject the second coming of Christ. If 

they accepted it, they would have to change their 

lives; they would have to repent and turn to Christ 

or else live under terrible fear of eternal judgment. 

They are unwilling to change their lives; therefore, 

they reject Jesus Christ and His return to earth in 

judgment. 

The scoffers are scoffing because of two 

reasons. They scoff because it has been thousands 

of years since Christ came to earth the first time. 

They ask: “Where is the promise of Christ’s 

return?  What has happened to His promise? It has 

been thousands of years since He first came, and 

Christians have always been proclaiming that He 

was coming soon. Even today people are still 

declaring that He is coming soon, declaring that 

His coming is just around the corner, declaring 

that everyone must expect His return today. What 

has happened? Where is He? If He was coming 

back to earth, He would have surely returned by 

now.” Some even argue thus: “There is so much 

suffering and evil in the world, Christ would have 

certainly returned by now if he was going to. He 

would have returned and brought the peace and 

abundance of life that Christians proclaim.” The 
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scoffers feel that Christ would have returned by 

now if He was going to. He would have returned 

long ago if the teaching were true. The fact that He 

has not yet returned, according to the scoffers, 

proves that the teaching of the second coming is 

false. To them Christ is not returning to earth. A 

person can, therefore, forget the doctrine and go 

ahead and live like he wishes. “Let us eat and drink, 

for tomorrow we die” (1 Corinthians 15:32). 

The second reason for the scoffing is because 

the world continues on just as it always has. They 

argue: “there has never been a change in the way 

the world operates; there has not been a change 

since creation itself, not a convulsive event that 

would shake the world like the return of Jesus 

Christ to earth in a worldwide judgment” This 

argument is based upon the stability of the 

universe and its laws, upon the fact that the laws 

of nature run the world and keep it stable and 

functioning. The laws of nature have kept the 

universe running on and on without any major 

convulsive event. Therefore they argue: “Why 

then should people get excited and become 

concerned about the world ending? The laws of 

nature run the universe, not an imaginary God. 

Nothing has ever changed the world; the world 
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has been going on for millions of years. In fact, it 

has been continuing on for thousands of years 

since Christ came. Why then get concerned about 

a change now? The laws of nature will continue to 

run the universe and keep it stable.” 

Their other argument has to do with the stabil-

ity of the laws of nature and the uniformity of the 

processes of nature. “For since the fathers fell 

asleep, all things continue as they were from the 

beginning of the creation.” They maintain that 

nothing catastrophic has happened in the past, so 

there is no reason to believe it will happen in the 

future. They argue that the laws of nature are fixed 

and settled. The sun rises and sets, the tides ebb 

and flow, and the seasons follow each other in their 

usual order. Thus it is impossible for an upheaval 

(such as the prophesied fiery judgment) to take 

place in a Universe with such highly fixed laws.  

Even nature has debunked most of these 

reasoning. Now, we have global warming; earth-

quakes, Tsunami, hurricane Katrina and mysteri-

ous fires to remind us that the earth is heading for 

the abyss. The scriptures made it clear that the 

scoffers are ignorant of three facts. The Bible actu-

ally says they are willingly ignorant. This means 

they choose to ignore, to be unreasonable, and to 
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reject the fact that God is the Creator and Sustain-

ers of the world.  

The Bible declares that the world is not self-

creating and self-sufficient. It was not made by the 

laws of nature and it does not run and operate 

itself by the laws of nature. The heavens and earth 

were created by the word of God. It was God, His 

speaking the world into existence, who created the 

universe and the laws of nature. The heavens and 

earth were created by God simply speaking and 

bringing them into being.  

God is God, the Supreme Intelligence and 

Power; therefore, God can simply will and speak, 

and His word creates whatever He wills. The 

point is this; mockers willingly choose to ignore 

and reject God, to deny God’s absolute intelligence 

and power. Therefore, they are willingly ignorant 

that God created the world and that He sustains it 

by the power of His word. The world and its laws 

are existing today only because God keeps them 

existing. The only reason Jesus Christ has not yet 

returned to earth is because it is not yet God’s 

time. God is not yet ready for Christ to return. 

When God’s day arrives, God will simply speak 

the word and Christ will return and the final chap-

ter of this present earth will be closed. 
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The Bible declares that the world has not 

always continued on as it presently does. The idea 

that worldwide convulsive events do not happen is 

totally false. The earth has perished before; God 

spoke the Word and judged the world. His word 

destroyed the world with a flood and all life was 

destroyed except Noah and his family and two of 

every creature. God did not let people continue in 

their sin forever. God judged and punished sinners.  

The world is a moral universe. God created it 

to be moral and he expects man to live righteous 

and godly lives while here on earth. If they refuse, 

then he speaks His Word and judges the earth. 

The mockers choose to ignore and reject the facts 

about a flood that destroyed all of life. They ignore 

and reject that this is a moral universe that is 

answerable to a loving and just God. They reject 

Him because they want to control their own lives 

and live as they wish. The point is this: the world 

was destroyed by God’s word once; it can there-

fore be destroyed by God’s word again. 

Apostle Peter, under the inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit, knew that people in the last days would use 

the seeming delay of our Lord’s return as a means 

by which they might scoff at the biblical teaching 

of the coming judgment. And thus, in the third 
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chapter of his second epistle, Peter felt the neces-

sity of writing to warn Christians not to be 

deceived by scoffers. After revealing the fallacies in 

their arguments and clearly emphasising the 

certainty of the Lord’s return and coming judg-

ment, Peter concluded the chapter by admonishing 

Christians that these end-time events should be an 

incentive for holy living. He said, 

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night; in the which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the ele-
ments shall melt with fervent heat, the earth  
also and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up. Seeing then that all these things 
shall be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness.” 

(2 Peter 3:10-11) 

Apostle Peter reveals the fallacies contained in 

the arguments of the scoffers. First of all, in verses 

5-7, he debunked the argument which claims that 

this is a stable universe and thus there is no reason 

to believe that it will be interrupted by such a 

catastrophic event as the judgment which will be 

associated with the second coming of Christ. In 

refuting this argument, Peter simply presents 

evidence which the scoffers wilfully ignore. He 
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mentions two events in history to prove his point.  

The gist of Peter’s argument is that the same 

God, who created the world by His word, holds it 

together by His word, is able also to intervene in 

the world and do whatever He wishes to do, no 

matter how impossible it may seem to us. The 

flood in Noah’s day was a catastrophe which was 

impossible to predict from the laws of nature. 

People in Noah’s day scoffed at the idea since they 

had never seen it before, and thus the people 

scoffed when Noah warned that God was going to 

destroy the world by a Flood. But the unusual 

happened and the ungodly perished.  

Having established the fact that God has in the 

past interrupted the course of nature, Apostle 

Peter in verse 7 goes on to state the application. 

The same word which created the world and 

which brought judgment by a Flood, is the very 

word by which the world will someday be judged 

with fire. Just as surely as the Flood came in 

Noah’s day, so will come the prophesied “day of 

judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” 

Apostle Peter went further to deal with the 

other argument which claims that the delay in the 

Lord’s coming is reason to believe that it will 

never be fulfilled. The prophecy of Christ’s 
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coming and the judgment has been around for 

centuries, and it is yet to be fulfilled. Has God 

changed his mind? Apostle  Peter again exposes 

the ignorance of the scoffers. He said, 

“But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one 
thing, that one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness; but 
is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance.” 

(2 Peter 3:8-9) 

Not only are the scoffers ignorant of what God 

has done in the past, but they are also ignorant of 

what God is like. They make God in their own 

image and ignore the fact that God is eternal. “one 

day with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a 

thousand years as one day.” God is not limited by 

time the same way we are, nor does He measure it 

according to our standards. That which may seem 

like a long time to us is a brief period with God. 

Therefore, the wicked cannot infer that they will 

escape punishment because it is delayed, nor 

should the righteous fear that the divine promises 

will fail because they have not been accomplished. 

Delay, evidently, is not denial. 
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When men after a considerable lapse of time 

fail to fulfil their promises, we infer that it is 

because they have changed their plans or have 

forgotten about it. But it is not so with God. The 

seeming delay of the Lord’s return is not because 

God has forgotten about it, or that he has changed 

his plans. Rather, God “is not willing that any 

should perish, but that all should come to repen-

tance.” The scoffers do not understand the external 

nature of God nor do they understand His mercy. 

Ezekiel 33:11 says, “As I live, saith the LORD God, I 

have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the 

wicked turn from his way and live.” 

Having refuted the false claims of the scoffers, 

Apostle Peter in verse 10 goes on to re-affirm the 

certainty of the Lord’s return and of coming judg-

ment.  

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night; in the which the heavens shall 
pass away with a fervent heat, the earth also 
and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up.”  

(2 Peter 3:10) 

This old world is destined for judgment. One 

of these days, God will say, “it is enough,” and 

usher in the end time events which will include 

judgement against all ungodliness. If our hearts 
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are not right with God, we must not presume 

upon God’s longsuffering, but use it as an oppor-

tunity to repent and to escape the judgment which 

is coming. Procrastination is “soul-suicide” on the 

instalment plan. 

Apostle Paul echoed the words of the Lord 

Jesus about his return on a very serious occasion.  

“For I have received of the Lord that which 
also I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus 
the same night in which he was betrayed 
took bread: and when he had given thanks, 
he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my 
body, which is broken for you: this do in 
remembrance of me. After the same manner 
also he took the cup, when he had supped, 
saying, This cup is the new testament in my 
blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew 
the Lord’s death till he come.” 

(1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 

The key word here is “till he come”. Emphasis is 

on the return of the Lord. The Lord Jesus knew a 

time will come when people would choose to 

readily believe the scoffers that he is not coming 

again. So the Lord instituted the communion to 

remind believers that he is coming again. They are to 

partake in the communion and use the occasion to 
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remind themselves of the soon coming King. The 

communion is not an occasion to remember the 

miracles the Lord performed or his brief life on earth 

but an occasion to remember His return. It is not an 

occasion to demand for more bread and butter from 

the Master but to remember His soon-coming. 

Jesus knew a time is going to come when 

people will be ready to believe the scoffers that he 

is not coming again. Some would have become 

weary of the promises He made about His coming 

back; so he instituted the communion for believers 

to come together and remember him and to know 

that He is coming again. In Luke 12:35-40, the 

Lord Jesus said, 

“Let your loins be girded about, and your 
lights burning; and ye yourselves like unto 
men that wait for their lord, when he will 
return from the wedding; that when he 
cometh and knocketh, they may open unto 
him immediately. Blessed are those 
servants, whom the lord when he cometh 
shall find watching: verily I say unto you, 
that he shall gird himself, and make them, to 
sit down to meat, and will come forth and 
serve them. And if he shall come in the 
second watch, or come in the third watch, 
and find them so, blessed are those ser-
vants. And this know, that if the good man of 
the house had known what hour the thief 



Walking with God 70 

would come, he would  have watched, and 
not suffered his house to be broken through. 
Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of 
man cometh at an hour when ye think not.” 

(Luke 12:35-40) 

Again, the Lord Jesus stressed the need to be 

ready in Luke 17:26-30. He said, 

“And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it 
be also in the days of the Son of man. They 
did eat, they drank, they married wives, they 
were given in marriage, until the day that 
Noe entered into the ark, and the flood 
came, and destroyed them all. Likewise also 
as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, 
they drank, they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they builded; But the same day that 
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them 
all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the 
Son of man is revealed.” 

(Luke 17:26-30) 

Jesus further stated, 

“And take heed unto yourselves, lest at any 
time your hearts be overcharged with sur-
feiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this 
life, and so that day come upon you 
unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all 
them that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape 
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all these things that shall come to pass, and 
to stand before the Son of man.” 

(Luke 21:34-36) 

If Jesus is not coming back, then, he is a liar 

and our faith is in vain. If Jesus is not coming back, 

then this charade, this present evil world, will 

continue as it is; injustice will continue, corruption 

will continue, there will be no end to kidnapping 

and ritual killings, witches and wizards will 

continue to terrorize people and the world will 

cascade into a jungle of demons where only the 

fetish triumphs. Listen, only a wicked God will 

permit the continuation of such a state of affairs. 

Our God is loving and righteous. He will not 

permit darkness to prevail forever. God will do 

again what He did in Genesis 1:2. He will send the 

light to triumph over darkness. The greater light 

will shine and darkness will be worsted.  God will 

not permit the prevalence of darkness forever. 

Convinced that He is coming back again, 

Apostle John warned believers not to love this 

world. He said, 

“Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is 
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not of the Father, but is of the world. And 
the world passeth away, and the lust 
thereof; but he that doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever.” 

(1 John 2:15-17) 

Apostle John was saying in effect that if you 

love the world, you will lose out, because it shows 

that the love of the Father is not in you. It shows 

the prevalence of darkness in your life and that the 

glorious light had been quenched or was never 

received. 

One thing we must also note is that His 

coming back will be sudden. 1 Thessalonians 5:2 

says, 

“For yourselves know perfectly that the day 
of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 
For when they shall say, Peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child; 
and they shall not escape.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:2) 

In Mark 13:32-37, the Bible says, 

“But of that day and that hour knoweth no 
man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father. Take ye 
heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when 
the time is. For the Son of man is  as a man 
taking a far journey, who left his house, and 
gave authority to his servants, and to every 
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man his work, and commanded the porter to 
watch. Watch ye therefore: for ye know not 
when the master of the house cometh, at 
even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, 
or in the morning: Lest coming suddenly he 
find you sleeping. And what I say to you I say 
to all, watch.” 

(Mark 13:32-37) 

In Luke 12:35-46, Jesus stated categorically that 

everyone should be ready for the coming of the 

bridegroom and no one should be caught napping. 

When Peter confronted him asking whether he was 

addressing them as well; Jesus quipped and said,  

“Who then is that faithful and wise steward, 
whom his lord shall make ruler over his 
household, to give them their portion of meat 
in due season?... the lord of that servant will 
come in a day when he looketh not for him, 
And at an hour when he is not aware, and will 
cut him asunder, and will appoint him his 
portion with the unbelievers.” 

(Luke 12:35-46) 

Apostle Peter re-echoed this when he wrote, 

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 

night in the which the heavens shall pass away with a 

great noise and the element shall melt with fervent heat, 

the earth also and the works that are therein shall be 

burnt up” (2 Peter 3:10). There are certain notable 
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facts associated with the coming of a thief: 

 It is usually sudden and there will be no time 

to prepare. Remember the ten virgins. Those 

who went to buy, though they got the oil, 

never made it.  

 Thieves come without previous warning.  

 The visit is usually unannounced. There will 

be no announcement about the coming; not 

even in the newspaper or radio or television. 

He said as concerning that day nobody knows, 

no not the angels nor the son but the Father 

(Mark 13:32).  

 When the thief comes, there is usually much 

darkness and little light. The spiritual condi-

tion of the world now indicates there is much 

darkness and little light. It is at such a time like 

this that wickedness is all over, when evil is all 

over, that the Lord will come.  

 When the thief comes, the majority in the 

community are asleep and only a minority will 

be awake. It is at such a time that the Lord will 

come, the majority will be asleep spiritually and 

lukewarm and only the minority will be awake. 

 One thing again is clear; when the thieves 

come they will not take everything away. The 
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thieves will take only what seems precious to 

them and the worthless they leave behind. 

When Jesus comes, he will take only the 

precious people to him, the glorious church, 

holy and without blemish and leave the worth-

less behind. 

 After the thief is gone those who are asleep 

will wake up in shock. When he comes, He 

will take His people away and the people of 

the world will not know when; they will be 

shocked that He has come and gone. 

Since the coming of the Lord is likened to that of 

a thief in the night, we need to prepare. It is going to 

be sudden. In Luke 12:39-40, the Bible says,  

“And this know, that if the goodman of the 
house had known what hour the thief would 
come, he would have watched, and not have 
suffered his house to be broken through. Be 
ye therefore ready also: for the son of man 
cometh at an hour when ye think not” 

(Luke 12:39-40) 

The Lord’s coming will be sudden and unan-

nounced. It will not be at the time people are 

expecting and so many will be caught unaware. 

Similarly, when the thief comes and is gone, the 

people wake up in shock to count their losses. 

Then the pain and the wrath of the sudden visit 
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are come upon them. Beloved the time to be ready 

is now. In 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3, the Bible says,  

“But of the times and the seasons, brethren, 
ye have no need that I write unto you, for 
yourselves know perfectly that the day of 
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 
For when they shall say peace and safety, 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them 
and they shall not escape but you brethren 
are not in darkness that day should overtake 
you as a thief.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:1-3) 

In Matthew 24:27, the Bible says, “For as the 

lightening cometh out of the east, and shineth even 

unto the west; so shall the coming of the Son of man 

be.” When a thief comes in the night, he is not 

there to entertain himself, neither is he there to 

shake hands with people nor going around look-

ing at the beautiful houses. The visit will be 

sudden and brief. 

Are you feeling at home in this world? Are you 

secretly wishing that this charade continues? 

Listen, the Lord will terminate this present evil 

system one day. It will all come crashing down in 

a day; in the twinkle of an eye all those who 

believe in Christ will be gone. This world is indeed 

a charade and will soon end. Somebody has a 
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wife, another is not married. Somebody has a job, 

another is unemployed. Somebody has children, 

another is barren. Some are full, others are hungry; 

everything is topsy-turvy, yet many are deluded 

into thinking that this state of affairs will continue 

unchecked. It cannot! 

Jesus is coming again but he will appear to 

those who love his appearing. Do you love his 

appearing? His second coming can only interest 

you if you are a beneficiary of his first coming. Are 

you truly born again? Are you sure you love his 

appearing? (2 Timothy 4:8). 

Are you righteous? Are you prayerful? Do you 

practice forgiveness? Do you love the word of 

God? Are you spiritual? Are you expecting the 

coming of the Lord? Hebrews 9:28 says, “And unto 

them that look for him shall he appear the second time 

without sin unto salvation.” Are you really ready for 

his coming or are you busy with buying and sell-

ing? Remember that on the last day, only true 

believers will experience the rapture. 

The scoffers would indeed appear to be 

winning the battle; for many have gone to sleep 

and are no longer expecting the coming of the 

Lord. The truth is; the fervency of the expectancy 

had died down. Occasionally, to ease our con-
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science, some will dare mention the second 

coming of the Lord but in their heart, they are no 

longer seriously expecting Him to come. The chief 

mission of the scoffers is to deaden the sensitivity of the 

believers to the coming of the Lord. When believers 

are no longer conscious of His coming, they will 

no longer be in a position to influence others to 

prepare to receive Him. It is at such a time, when 

the world no longer focuses on His coming, that 

he would appear and the result would be terrible 

to contemplate. 

When He returns, people will be terrified and 

will hide themselves. Revelation 6:15-17, says, 

“And the kings of the earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, 
and the mighty men, and every bondman, and 
every free man, hid themselves in the dens 
and in the rocks of the mountains; and said to 
the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide 
us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the lamb: For 
the great day of his wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand.” 

(Revelation 6:15-17) 

In Revelation 1:7, the Bible again says, “Behold, 

he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and 

they also which pierced him, and all kindreds of the 

earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.” 
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In 1 Corinthians 4:5, the Apostle cautioned 

believers. He said, “Judge nothing before the time 

until the Lord comes.” It says, suspend all evalua-

tion and examination of the other persons’ life and 

family and ministry. What is important now is for 

you to be ready for the coming of the Lord. What 

is important is to watch and take care of yourself 

and be ready. Judge nothing before the time and 

let everything be left for God who will make mani-

fest the counsel of the heart and then everyone 

will have the praise of God. It is then we will 

know the precious people of the Lord. It is then 

we shall know who is a true believer, a true 

follower of God and who has been a hypocrite all 

the time. 

Believers are enjoined to be steadfast in holi-

ness, righteousness and consistent in their walk 

with God, “For yet a little while and he that shall come 

will come and will not tarry” (Hebrews 10:37). The 

Bible says, “Not forsaken the assembly of ourselves 

together as the manner of some is and so much the more 

as ye see the day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25). 

God’s day of retribution is coming. Here is 

man’s day of rejection and rebellion. They will do 

as they want. Here is man’s day. But the day of the 

Lord will come. During man’s day of freedom, 
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man does as he pleases but the day of the Lord is 

coming. Man has his day of anger against the 

Lord, but the Lord also has his own day of anger 

and wrath and retribution against man, when he 

will examine the attitude of man. The day of God’s 

vengeance will come when he will show his anger 

against man. It will be the Day of Judgment 

against the ungodly in the whole world. 

Think about it. All the labour of man today, 

and he refuses to think about the salvation of his 

soul is for his mouth. He wakes up early in the 

morning, no time for fellowship, no time to 

prepare for fellowship with his family, he goes 

here and goes there, proudly pointing to what his 

hand has made. Yet, the Lord is saying, the day is 

coming that everything that our hand has made 

shall be destroyed. A day is coming when all who 

do not know the Lord shall be ashamed. 

When the rapture comes, everything will be 

left behind; house, certificates, clothes, money, etc. 

When the rapture comes, it is the salvation of the 

Lord that will go with you. Your life in Christ is all 

you will be able to take away. If you are born 

again, the testimonial of the Lord in your heart is 

how you have served the Lord; that is the only 

thing that will be tenable for your acceptability. 
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When the day for the Lord comes, everything 

that is taking away our time will be burnt up. 

Many are building things that will end up in 

flame. Many are not born again. They have no 

time for fellowship and Bible study; they are pre-

occupied with the mundane things of life.  

When the day of the Lord comes, the fire will 

come from beneath. Scientists tell us that the very 

centre of the earth is a ball of liquid fire. When the 

Lord made the earth, He made sure the liquid fire 

was inside the globe. The fire inside the globe is 

what sometimes comes out as volcanoes. A day is 

coming, when the fire inside the globe will punc-

ture every part of the globe and everything will be 

on fire and they will melt with fervent heat. Then 

all the things we have amassed and the houses 

and the money in the banks; all the clothes in the 

boxes will be totally gone in flames. And then the 

unsaved will meet the Lord empty handed, a 

sinner, a deceiver, a hypocrite, a rebel before the 

Lord. And the Lord will ask you, what have you 

got to say about the Son of God who was sent to 

rescue you from the powers of darkness? 

If while you live on earth, you had no time for 

the light, you were accustomed to darkness; how 

then can you walk in the glorious light of the Son 
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in His kingdom. What you desire to do with ease 

you must first learn to do with difficulty. The time 

for rehearsal is now not in any purgatory else-

where. Once you die, judgement comes. The Bible 

says, “And it is appointed unto man once to die, 

and after this the judgement (Hebrews 9:27). That 

is why the Bible says, “Seek ye the Lord while he may 

be found, call ye upon him while he is near: let the 

wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 

thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 

have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 

abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7). 

On that day of the Lord, there will be perplex-

ity, there will be pain, there will be terrible loss. 

All the elements, everything will melt away in 

fervent heat. The scientists have said that every-

thing, the composition of the earth, all the element 

of the earth is combustible. They will burn away 

with ease, including the works that are therein. All 

of man’s work on which man has concentrated his 

time and has occupied his time with shall be burnt 

up. Where will you be when everything has been 

burnt in fire? In Luke 21:25-26, the Bible says, 

“And there shall be signs in the sun, and in 
the moon, and in the stars; and upon the 
earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the 
sea and the waves roaring; men’s heart 
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failing them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth: 
for the powers of heaven shall be shaken 
and then shall they see the son of man 
coming with power and great glory.” 

(Luke 21:25-26) 

In Isaiah 13:6-11, the Lord spoke and said, 

“Howl ye, for the day of the Lord is at hand; 
it shall come as a destruction from the 
Almighty. Therefore shall all the hands be 
faint, and every man’s heart shall melt: and 
they shall be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall 
take hold of them; they shall be in pain as a 
woman that travaileth: they shall be amazed 
one at another; their faces shall be as 
flames. Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, 
cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to 
lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy 
the sinners thereof out of it. For the stars of 
heaven and the constellations thereof shall 
not give their light: the sun shall be dark-
ened in his going forth, and the moon shall 
not cause her light to shine. And I will punish 
the world for their evil, and the wicked for 
their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy 
of the proud to cease, and I will lay low the 
haughtiness of the terrible.” 

(Isaiah 13:6-11) 

In Ezekiel 30:1-3, Prophet Ezekiel said, 

“The word of the Lord came again unto me, 
saying, Son of man, prophesy and say, Thus 
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saith the Lord GOD; howl ye, woe worth the 
day! For the day is near, even the day of the 
Lord is near, a cloudy day; it shall be the time 
of the heathen.” 

(Ezekiel 30:1-3) 

It will be a time when judgment and wrath will 

come upon the heathen. In Zephaniah 1:14-15, the 

Bible declares, 

“The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, 
and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day 
of the Lord: the mighty man shall cry there 
bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of 
trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and 
desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, 
a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of 
the trumpet and alarm against the fenced 
cities, and against the high towers.” 

(Zephaniah 1:14,15) 

They will mourn because He is not coming 

with love now, but with judgment. The day of 

mercy is gone and judgment is come. And the 

angels and the sun and the moon will take part in 

that devastation. These are the words of Jesus 

Christ. He said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, 

but my words shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). 

In Acts 2:19-20, the Bible says, 

“And I will shew wonders  in heaven above, 
and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and 
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fire, and vapour of smoke: the sun shall be 
turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before that great and  notable day of 
the Lord come:”  

(Acts 2:19-20) 

It will be a day of devastation and when those 

who have rejected him will suffer and there will be 

no more room for repentance. In Jude 14-16, the 

Bible says, 

“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the 
Lord cometh with ten thousands of his 
saints. To execute judgement upon all, and 
to convince all that are ungodly among them 
of all their ungodly deeds which they have 
ungodly committed, and of all their hard 
speeches which ungodly sinners have 
spoken against him. These are murmurers, 
complainers, walking after their own lusts, 
and their mouth speaketh great swelling 
words, having men’s persons in admiration 
because of advantage.” 

(Jude 1:14-16) 

All those who are not able to take their stand 

for Jesus because of the respect they have for men 

and women will be shamed. In Revelation 6:14-17, 

the Bible says,  

“And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is 
rolled together; and every mountain and island 
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were moved out of their places. And the kings 
of the earth, and the great men, and the rich 
men, and the chief captains, and the mighty 
men, and every free man, hid themselves in 
the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 
and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, 
and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 
For the great day of his wrath is come; and 
who shall be able to stand?” 

(Revelation 6:14-17) 

This is why Jesus said we should be prepared 

so as to escape the devastation that is coming on 

the earth. In Luke 21:34-36, Jesus said, 

“And take heed to yourselves, lest at any 
time your hearts be overcharged with sur-
feiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this 
life, and so that day come upon you 
unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all 
them that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape 
all these things that shall come to pass, and 
to stand before the Son of man.” 

(Luke 21:34-36) 

And now He comes with devastating judg-

ment. Many are busy with unnecessary things and 

have no time to call upon the Lord and as a snare 

shall the day come upon all. We need to prepare. 
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In 2 Peter 3:10-11, 

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night; in the which the heavens shall 
come to pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up. Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of person ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness.” 

(2 Peter 3:10-11) 

Apostle Peter asked a pertinent question. He 

said, “Knowing that all these things shall be 

dissolved (all the certificates, chieftaincy titles, the 

houses, the cars and the aircraft, all the things we 

are gathering together), what manner of person 

ought ye to be?” (2 Peter 3:10). The wisest thing to 

do is to labour to possess eternal life which cannot be 

dissolved. Even, if it were possible, to gain all that 

is possible in the world; knowing those things 

shall be dissolved, we ought to labour for those 

things that cannot be dissolved. What shall be the 

gain when all these shall be lost? We need to hold 

the things of this world with a loose hand, so that 

you do not lose your soul. 

What then are we fighting for and getting 

angry about and losing our faithfulness to God 
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for? Many of the people do not have salvation and 

eternal life and they have nothing to hold on to. If 

we copy their fashion and way of life and quarrel 

with them, we are the ones to lose our salvation. 

The fact that all these things will be dissolved 

ought to make us to be sober and holy because 

there is nothing of lasting and abiding value on 

earth. Our real interest should be on holiness and 

righteous living. Should the earth be totally 

dissolved and all the certificates be destroyed and 

all the banks gone and all the money stashed in 

them gone, what will you have left? Will you still 

have the peace of God in your heart? Will your 

salvation still be intact? When all things are gone, 

what will you have left? Remember the rich fool. 

God asked him, ‘tonight, your soul shall be taken 

away; whose shall these things be?’ In a few 

minutes, everything shall be burnt up and melted 

away. Therefore, brethren, our labour and our struggle 

should be directed toward possessing those things that 

fire cannot destroy. 

In 1 John 3:1-3, the Bible says, 

“Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God: therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 
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doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he 
is. And every man that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 

(1 John 3:1-3) 

Those who believe the scriptures know that 

one day all these pains will end. One day, all those 

troubles will terminate for there is an expiry date 

for all things. One day, everything will end and at 

that time, what will you have? What will be the 

joy of your life? So, the hope of glory is the most 

important thing in life. Not the job, not the bank 

accounts, not the clothes, neither the cars nor the 

houses. We need to be saying, ‘Lord, help me to 

spend enough time to seek for salvation and to 

purify myself even as you are pure’.  

The time we spend looking for certificates, do 

we spend the same amount of time to look for 

sanctification and holiness without which no man 

shall see the Lord? Do we spend enough time seek-

ing for salvation and the hope of glory? The time 

we spent looking for certificates that will be burnt 

up, do we spend the same time for the things of 

heaven? The time we spend for the things that will 

be burnt up, do we spend the same time looking 

for the things of eternal value? See how carelessly 
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we hold the things of eternal life with loose hand 

but our work, we do not joke with. If we can, how-

ever, turn around and say, ‘I will not joke with my 

salvation’, this is the right attitude.  

Christ is coming for a Church without blemish 

or spot. In Ephesians 5:25-27, the Bible says,  

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself for it. 
That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word, that he might 
present it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish” 

(Ephesians 5:25-27) 

In Titus 2:11-14, Apostle Paul declared as 

follows; 

“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world; looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.” 

(Titus 2:11-14) 

Why the sobriety? Why the righteousness and 

holiness? It is because we are looking for that 
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blessed hope and the glorious appearing of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. In Isaiah 33:15, the Bible says, 

“He that walketh righteously, and speaketh 
uprightly; he that despiseth the gains of 
oppressions, that shaketh his hands from 
holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from 
hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from 
seeing evil; he shall dwell on high: his place of 
defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread 
shall be given him; his waters shall be sure. 
Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: 
they shall behold the land that is very far off.” 

(Isaiah 33:15) 

These are the portion of the people walking 

righteously and uprightly. In Psalm 15, the 

Psalmist declared as follows; 

“Lord, who shall abide in the tabernacle? Who 
shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that walketh 
uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and 
speaketh the truth in his heart. He that back-
biteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to 
his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach 
against his neighbour. In whose eyes a vile 
person is contemned; but he honoureth them 
that feareth the Lord. He that sweareth to his 
own hurt and changeth not. He that putteth 
not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward 
against the innocent. He that doeth these 
things shall never be moved.”  

(Psalm 15:1-5) 



Walking with God 92 

We should use these scriptures to examine our 

lives. Do we fit into the qualification of people that 

will dwell with the Lord on the last day? He that 

worketh righteousness and speaks the truth in his 

heart is preparing for the coming of the King. He 

that backbites not with his tongue is preparing for 

the coming of the Lord. Many speak lies with ease 

they are not conscious of the soon-coming King. 

Christians are not to hide the truth in their heart 

and do evil to their neighbour. The people prepar-

ing for the coming day of the Lord shall never be 

moved. Again in Psalm 24:3, the Psalmist asked a 

pertinent question from all of us: 

“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who 

shall stand in holy place? The answer was given in 

an instant in verse 4, “He that hath clean hands, and 

a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto 

vanity, nor sworn deceitfully” 

In Hebrews 12:14-17, every one of us is advised 

as follows:  

“Follow peace with all men, (your trouble-
some neighbour) and holiness, (in the private 
and in the public) without which no man shall 
see the Lord: Looking diligently lest any man 
fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitter-
ness springing up trouble you, and thereby 
many be defiled; lest there be any fornicator, 
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or profane person, as Esau, who for one 
morsel of meat sold his birthright. For ye 
know how that afterward, when he would 
have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: 
for he found no place of repentance, though 
he sought it carefully with tears.”  

(Hebrews 12:14-17) 

Though it may appear long and He has not 

come, but He is coming. By the time He arrives, it 

will be too late to pray. This is the time to pray for 

the Lord to make us ready. The return of Christ is 

to be the most phenomenal event in all of human 

history. It will be the most amazing and spectacular 

event ever to be witnessed by the eyes of man. Its 

importance cannot be overstressed, for when Christ 

returns, both the blessing and the judgment of God 

will fall upon the earth. Genuine believers will be 

blessed and unbelievers will suffer the wrath of 

God. Because of this, how a believer behaves while 

he is on earth matters greatly to God. 

A believer is not supposed to be in darkness 

regarding the return of the Lord. The day of the 

Lord should not take a believer by surprise. It 

should not come upon him like a thief, unexpect-

edly. This is because the believer is said not to be 

in darkness of ignorance. He is supposed to know 

that the terrible day of God’s judgment is coming 
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and should be in a state of readiness. The believer 

is not expected to live a life of sin. He does not 

roam about living in sin. His mind and thoughts 

are not consumed with the things of this world. 

He is not expected to be blinded by the glitter and 

power of possessions nor by the passions and 

pleasures of the flesh.  

The believer does not walk throughout the day 

with his thoughts glued to this earth; seldom, if 

ever, thinking about God. The believer is expected 

to walk as a child of light. The believer is a child of 

the day, of God’s glorious salvation and deliver-

ance. Therefore, the believer is to be looking for 

the Lord’s return and the day of the Lord’s wrath. 

He should not be walking in darkness with his 

mind and thoughts upon the world. He should be 

striving hard, always praying and thinking the 

things of God and the utter necessity to reach 

people for Christ, for the great and terrible day of 

the Lord is coming. It is right over the horizon, 

ever so near. 

The believer is not to sleep, but to watch and 

be sober. Sleep refers to being at the lowest ebb 

spiritually. It means being cut off from the life of 

Christ, due to acute insensitivity. When a person is 

asleep, he is not alert, nor involved in what is 
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going on around him. When a believer is spiritu-

ally asleep, he is not alert, nor involved in the 

things of God. His mind and behaviour are not 

concerned with things of God. He slumbers, 

dozes, and sleeps. A person who is spiritually 

asleep is not alert or aware of what God is doing. 

Therefore, he will be caught off guard when the 

Lord returns.  

To watch means to be alert, and to be on guard 

and live for Christ. Also, to be sober, means, to be 

rigid in discipline and to live a strict life of right-

eousness and godliness; ever looking for the 

return of the Lord. Those sleeping are no longer 

alert to the things of God. They are no longer alive 

to God, thinking and keeping their thoughts upon 

God. They are no longer worshipping God, pray-

ing and fellowshipping with God and his people. 

They are no longer anticipating the return of 

Christ. They are no longer active for God, serving 

and working for God. Those that are asleep are 

tragically no longer watching or living sober lives. 

Discipline and control in righteousness and godli-

ness are the furthest things from their minds. 

Some are identified with the night and with evil 

behaviour. There is no other way to tell about a 

person; if he carouses around in the darkness of 



Walking with God 96 

the night, then he shows himself to be of the night. 

If a person walks around in the day, then he 

shows himself to be of the day. 

The only way to escape the wrath of God is to 

stay sober and focus upon Jesus Christ. When God 

saved us He appointed us to receive salvation 

from sin, death, and judgment to come. He did not 

appoint us to death and wrath. Therefore, there is 

no excuse for a believer to fall asleep and return to 

the world of darkness. A person who is not sober 

will suffer the wrath of God. Listen to this; 

“For God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved. He that believ-
eth on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, be-
cause he has not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God. And this is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men love darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil.” 

(John 3:17-19) 

Of all the damages done to the church by the 

false prophets, none is as painful and destructive 

as the false prophecies concerning His return. The 

scripture is however so clear; no one knows the 

date (Matthew 24:26-30) except the Father. His 

coming will not be in secret as all eyes will see 



The King Is Coming! 97 

him. He will descend with a shout. Yet, His 

coming back is the next great event in the life of 

the Son of God. While it is perfectly scriptural to 

think of all the great facts connected with our 

salvation as wrought out by Him in the past, the 

Holy Spirit directs the attention of all believers to 

the future, and assures us that He is coming again. 

As we have whole chapters dedicated to the 

teaching of the second coming (Matthew 24, Luke 

21 and Mark 13), so we have whole books, such as 

First and Second Thessalonians. Many churches 

today consider it incidental. The churches of the 

first century considered it fundamental. They were 

certain about the certainty of it. Yet, His coming 

again is the next great event in the life of the son of 

God. And God would not have us to be ignorant of 

the second coming of Christ and all the signs and 

events related thereunto (1 Thessalonians 4:13,15). 

It is terrible to be ignorant of some great 

things; to know Botany and be ignorant of Jesus, 

the lily of the Valley; to know Astronomy, and be 

ignorant of Jesus- the Bright and Morning Star. It 

is a great mistake to know Biology and not know 

the life of Jesus. It is not acceptable that we know 

the ages of the rocks and that we are ignorant of 

the Rock of Ages. It is indeed terrible to know 
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Mathematics and be ignorant of how to add to 

faith virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, 

godliness, kindness, love. How can we know 

about Aerodynamics and be victims of passions 

greater than they? To have one’s name written on 

cheques and not on the lamb’s Book of life. To be 

ignorant of the second coming of Jesus Christ is 

tragic indeed. 

Mysteriously, in John chapter 20, the Bible 

narrated the sequence of events around the death 

and burial and the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Early Sunday morning, while it was still 

dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 

found that the stone had been rolled away from 

the entrance. She ran and found Simon Peter and 

the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She 

said, 'They have taken the Lord's body out of the 

tomb, and I don't know where they have put him!' 

“Peter therefore went forth, and that other 
disciple, and came to the sepulchre. So they 
ran both together: and the other disciples 
did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepul-
chre. And he stooping down, and looking in, 
saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not 
in. Then cometh Simon Peter following him, 
and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the 
linen clothes lie, and the napkin, that was 
about his head, not lying with the linen 
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clothes, but wrapped together in a place by 
itself. Then went in that other disciples, 
which came first to the sepulchre, and he 
saw, and believed.”  

(John 20:3-8) 

Why did Jesus fold the napkin after his resur-

rection? The Gospel of John (20:7) tells us that the 

napkin, which was placed over the face of Jesus, 

was not just thrown aside like the grave clothes. 

The Bible devotes an entire verse to tell us that the 

napkin was neatly folded, and was placed sepa-

rate from the grave clothes. The disciples also 

noticed the linen wrappings lying there, while the 

napkin that had covered Jesus' head was folded 

up and lying to the side. Was that important?   

We have been told by biblical scholars that in 

order to understand the mystery behind the 

folded napkin, we would need to understand a 

little bit about Hebrew tradition of that day. The 

folded napkin had to do with the Master and 

Servant relationship, and that every Jewish boy 

knew this tradition. When the servant set the 

dinner table for the master, he made sure that it 

was exactly the way the master wanted it.  

The table would be furnished perfectly, and 

then the servant would wait, just out of sight, until 
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the master had finished eating, and the servant 

would not dare touch that table, until the master 

was finished. Now if the master was done, he 

would rise from the table, wipe his fingers, his 

mouth, and clean his beard, and would wad up 

that napkin and toss it onto the table. The servant 

would then know it is time to clear the table. For 

in those days, the wadded napkin meant, 'I'm 

done'. But if the master got up from the table, and 

folded his napkin, and laid it beside his plate, the 

servant would not dare touch the table, because... 

The folded napkin meant, 'I'm coming back!' He is 

Coming Back!  
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3 
 

WHY CHRIST HAS NOT YET 
RETURNED 

 
 
 

 

A  popular refrain is; where is the promise of his 

coming? Apostle Peter wrote, “This second 

epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I 

stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance: that 

ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken 

before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of 

us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: knowing this 

first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, 

walking after their own lusts, and saying, where is the 

promise of his coming? Or since the fathers fell asleep, 

all things continue as they were from the beginning of 

the creation” (2 Peter 3:1-4). 

 

101 
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This question has remained unanswered for 

years and because time has elapsed since that 

promise was made, many have been deluded into 

agreeing with the scoffers that the world would go 

on unabated. But nothing can be further from the 

truth. There is going to be a day, a day of reckoning, 

that a singular event will occur and that day shall be 

the end of this world. The Bible says ‘the day that 

Lot went out’ something happened. One singular 

event would occur that would herald the second 

coming of Christ. In Luke 17:26-30, Jesus said, 

“And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it 
be also in the days of the Son of man. They 
did eat, they drank, they married wives, they 
were given in marriage, until, the day that 
Noe entered into the ark, and the flood 
came, and destroyed them all. Likewise also 
as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, 
they drank, they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they builded; but the same day that 
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them 
all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the 
son of man is revealed.” 

(Luke 17:26-30) 

The singular event that is to happen before the 

coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is the exit of the 

Holy Spirit. In 2 Thessalonians 2:1-7, we read,  
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“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto him. That ye be not 
soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither 
by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from 
us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no 
man deceive you by any means: for that day 
shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, 
the son of perdition; who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, 
or that is worshipped; so that he as God 
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing him-
self that he is God. Remember ye not, that, 
when i was yet with you, i told you these 
things? And now ye know what withholdeth 
that he might be revealed in his time. For 
the mystery of iniquity doth already work: 
only he who now letteth will let, until he be 
taken out of the way.”  

(2 Thessalonians 2:1-7) 

How will the Holy Spirit be taken away? As it 

was in the case of Samson, so shall it be at the end 

of the age. How did it happen in the case of 

Samson? The Holy Spirit left him quietly.  He left 

so quietly that Samson did not know that the Holy 

Spirit was gone. So shall it be in the day that the 

Holy Spirit will be taken away from this evil gen-

eration. It will be so quietly done that many will 

not know He is gone. Many will still be deluded 
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into thinking that the Holy Spirit is around. Alas, 

they will discover to their shame that their apos-

tasy, abominations, and the lifestyle of deceit has 

caused the Holy spirit to leave. The Church by its 

compromised lifestyle and unholy living will 

finally have succeeded in grieving the Holy Spirit. 

He will leave without a whimper. 

The era we are in is the golden age when the 

Holy Spirit is very, very, active in restraining the 

work of the devil. Virtually anyone who wants to 

be born again can come forward with ease and 

progress rapidly in the things of God. This is the 

golden age. A time will soon come when coming 

to the LORD will be a great battle. To repent will 

be a herculean task, because, once the Holy Spirit 

is taken away, every act or move towards God, 

will be stoutly resisted by the devil. 

There was a day that Samson did just one 

thing and that was the end. He did several things 

to provoke God but there was no reaction. It was 

as if heaven had given Samson a blanket approval 

to everything that he did. He had reached that 

level of deception when he thought he could do no 

wrong. He got up from the bed of a harlot and yet 

gave the enemies the beating of their lives. He 

removed their gate and carried it up the mountain 
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and rendered them defenceless. Samson must 

have thought, within himself, that he must be a 

favourite child that could do no wrong. He mis-

took divine tolerance for divine approval. He was 

probably deluded into thinking that God has got 

no other alternative and therefore must cooperate 

with him and indulge him to a great extent. But he 

was greatly mistaken.  

One day, the hairs of his head were cut; a 

seemingly innocuous activity but that was it. 

There was no noise or fanfare but the Holy Spirit 

left. He left quietly that Samson did not even 

know. So, in response to the tantrum of his lady 

that the Philistines be upon you; he retorted, “I 

will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. 

And he knew not that the Lord was departed from 

him” (Judges 16:20). 

Many things have happened in our days and 

the heaven did not fall. Men are marrying men 

and the heaven did not fall. Women are marrying 

women and the heaven did not fall. In far away 

Australia, a man kept his daughter in the 

basement of his apartment and she was bearing 

children for him until they were discovered; the 

heaven did not fall. Adultery and fornication are 

now so rampant, yet the heaven did not fall. But 
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one day, a seemingly innocuous event shall occur 

and the Holy Spirit shall depart and this singular 

act shall herald the return of the Lord. 

The presence of Samson prevented the Philis-

tines from totally overrunning the Israelites in his 

days. This explained why all their effort was 

directed at Samson. They knew with Samson 

around they could do nothing. Even if they attack 

one town after another, they knew they could not 

capture the nation of Israel except they crippled 

Samson. As soon as they were able to capture 

Samson they turned him to an object of ridicule. The 

presence of the Church is the hindrance to the total 

overrun of the world by the devil. As soon as the 

Church is crippled by a lifestyle of lasciviousness, 

and abominable practices, the enemy would bare its 

fangs and begin the destruction.  

There is coming a day when just one singular 

event will occur and then the end will be upon us. 

The singular event, that will signal the end of this 

age, is the departure of the Holy Spirit from the 

Church. In our own case, that singular event is 

known, (the departure of the Holy Spirit) but what 

will trigger that event remains shrouded in mystery.  

The mystery of the departure of the Holy Spirit 

is this; as the Holy Spirit departs He will take with 
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Him those that are His (dead or alive) and then 

meet Christ in the air where he will hand them over 

to Christ, who is the Bridegroom. This will be the 

last assignment of the Holy Spirit; to hand over to 

Christ the prepared bride. Then the marriage 

supper of the Lamb will take place. On the earth, 

simultaneously, the antichrist will manifest, follow-

ing the departure of the Holy Spirit, and gather 

people after him for war. At the end of a thousand 

years, the battle will take place and the anti Christ 

will be worsted and judgment will begin. 

As it was in the case of Samson, so will it be for 

this adulterous generation. The hair on our heads 

represents our glory, and when the hairs are cut 

off, the glory is departed. What remains is 

Ichabod. When the hairs on Samson head were 

removed, the glory departed. When once the 

enemy takes over the headship of the church, the 

glory is gone and then the end will come. Subtly 

and surreptitiously, the enemy had started infil-

trating the sanctuary; not for the purpose of wor-

ship but to take over the headship of the Church 

and once this assignment is completed then the 

end will come. 

Jesus said “And when ye shall see the abomination 

spoken of by Daniel then let him that readeth beware for 
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the end is near” (Matthew 24:15). The abomination 

spoken of by Daniel refers to the infiltration by 

agents of darkness that will take over many of the 

Churches and sit as lord over them. They will be 

presiding over the affairs of the Churches and only 

the discerning will identify them. This has been the 

age-long ambition of Lucifer. He said, “I will ascend 

into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 

God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, 

in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights 

of the clouds; I will be like the most High” (Isaiah 14:13

-14). Now, if he cannot go up to heaven to sit over 

the congregation, he desires, at least, to sit over the 

congregation of the people of God here on earth to 

continue his work of manipulation. The Bible 

spoke about these people and referred to them as 

men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the 

faith. In another place, we were told that their god 

is their belly. And, finally, the Lord said ‘by their 

fruits ye shall know them.’ 

The ‘abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel 

the prophet’ was literally fulfilled in the past before 

the time of Christ about 170 B.C. when Antiochus 

Epiphanes, the king of Syria conquered Jerusalem 

and tried to force Grecian society upon the Jews. 

He wanted the Jews to become full-fledged Greeks 
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both in custom and religion. He desecrated the 

temple by taking the great altar of the burnt offer-

ing and turning it into an altar for the Greek 

Olympian god Zeus, sacrificing swines’ flesh upon 

it, and by setting up a trade of prostitution in the 

temple chambers. Christ said there is future fulfil-

ment of this abomination. The same thing that 

happened under Antiochus Epiphanes will 

happen again to the Holy Place. This did happen 

under Titus in 70 A.D. before the destruction of 

the temple. It is also a sign to watch out for before 

the return of Christ.  

Signs that the abominations spoken of by 

Daniel have set in are what we should watch out 

for in our various Churches. The Bible says, “Until 

that man of sin be revealed, the son of  perdition; who 

opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called 

God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth 

in the temple of God, showing himself that he is 

God” (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4). Believers are enjoined 

to flee the “abomination of the desolation” for they 

shall not be able to stand up against it, not even the 

strongest.  

In 2 Timothy 3:1-5, the Bible says, 

“This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come, for men shall be lovers of 
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their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleas-
ures more than lovers of God; having a form 
of godliness, but denying the power thereof: 
from such turn away.” 

(2 Timothy 3:1-5) 

Large number of people will demonstrate 

unbelief in the last days. They will be proud and 

unholy. They will be unthankful and high minded. 

Believers are to turn away from such group, other-

wise it will be their doom. What will save us from 

the wrath of the Lord is radical Christianity. We 

must choose to be radical for the Lord. We must 

toe the path of the iconoclast, the unrepentant 

believers like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

and refuse to bow to the system of this world. We 

must be radical in our belief, if we ever hope to 

receive the approval of the Lord on the last day.  

Our Lord Jesus Christ gave us the signs of the 

last days in Matthew 24. He said, 

“And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples came unto him privately, saying, tell 
us, when shall these things be? And what 
shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the 
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end of the world? And Jesus answered and 
said unto them, take heed that no man 
deceive you. For many shall come in my 
name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive 
many. And ye shall hear of wars and 
rumours of wars: see that ye be not 
troubled: for all these things must come to 
pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall 
rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom and there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers 
places. All these are the beginning of 
sorrows. Then shall they deliver you up to be 
afflicted and shall kill you: and ye shall be 
hated of all nations for my name’s sake. And 
then shall many be offended, and shall 
betray one another, and shall hate one 
another. And many false prophets shall rise, 
and shall deceive many. And because 
iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall 
wax cold. But he that shall endure to the 
end, the same shall be saved. And this 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
all the world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come.” 

(Matthew 24:3-14) 

The pestilence, the famine, the false brethren, 

the false prophets, the false teachers and the false 

christs and all those things that Jesus spoke about 

concerning His coming are already common place. 

The Master continued, 
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When ye therefore shall see the abomina-
tion of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso 
readeth, let him understand:) then let them 
which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 
let him which is on the housetop not come 
down to take anything out of his house: 
neither let him which is in the field return 
back to take his clothes. And woe unto them 
that are with child, and to them that give 
suck in those days! But pray that your flight 
be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath 
day: for then shall be great tribulation, such 
as was not since the beginning of the world 
to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And 
except those days be shortened, there 
should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s 
sake those days shall be shortened. Then if 
any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is 
Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall 
arise false christs, and false prophets, and 
shall shew great signs and wonders; inso-
much that, if it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told 
you before” 

(Matthew 24:15-25) 

The disciples had asked Jesus two questions. 

First, when was Jerusalem to be destroyed; and 

second, what was to be the sign of His coming and 

the end of the world. Jesus gave the signs of the 

coming destruction of Jerusalem and of the end of 
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the world. He said, in essence, that the fall of Jeru-

salem was judgment upon sin, and the end of the 

world would be judgment upon sin. In the end 

time, the world will experience great tribulations 

unparallel in history. There is the promise that the 

days shall be shortened for the elect’s sake. But only 

those who will endure to the end shall be saved.  

Without controversy, it is now very clear that 

there is going to be some delay in the coming of 

the Lord. This became apparent from the reading 

of certain events in the Bible. The Lord Jesus gave 

account of the ten virgins (Matthew 25:1-20), who 

waited for the coming of the Bridegroom. Appar-

ently, they had an idea of when he was to come. 

They had prepared well in advance. But then, the 

Bridegroom, for certain inexplicable reasons stood 

them up for a while. It was during this period of 

extra time that the weaknesses of some of the 

virgins were revealed. They were not prepared for the 

extra time. “And while they waited, they 

slept” (Matthew 25:7). It was a strange sleep that 

took away their steadfastness. But the Lord was 

merciful; they still heard the sound of the trumpet, 

announcing his arrival. However, for five of the 

virgins, the strength to receive him failed them at 

the critical time. They needed extra oil and they 
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had to go for it and paid the price but alas it was 

too late. While they went, the bridegroom came 

and received the virgins that were ready and the 

door was shut.  

Remember also an incident between Samuel 

and Saul. They had an agreement to meet (1 

Samuel 13:8). It was a seven-day arrangement but 

Samuel demurred. He waited a little longer, long 

enough for Saul to perform the sacrifice and avert 

what seemingly was an imminent loss of confi-

dence in him by the people. He was a king but he 

performed the priestly duty. Immediately the 

forbidden act was done, Samuel surfaced. He 

frowned at the impatience and inability to perse-

vere on the part of Saul. It signalled something 

dangerous in the life of Saul and it was the begin-

ning of his downfall. 

There was also the case of the man Lazarus. 

Lazarus was sick. The sickness was brief but 

grave. Lazarus’ sisters sent for the Lord to come. 

The Lord was well informed about the situation of 

Lazarus, yet he tarried for some days before 

coming. By the time he came, to all intents and 

purposes, the damage had been done and Lazarus 

was dead and buried. But when the one who is the 

resurrection and the life came, Lazarus was 
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brought back to life. This is telling us that though 

the Church may be heading towards a comatose 

situation and almost ready to be given to the 

undertaker, but in a moment the head of the 

Church will appear and life will be given back to 

the Church. It does not matter how far the enemy 

has gone in his destructive work, all that he has 

done can always be undone by our God. Herein 

lies the patience of the saints. 

The delay, we must understand, was deliber-

ate. It was meant to save some and bring them in. 

It was also orchestrated to exclude others; for 

some must be excluded from the kingdom. The 

Apostles said, “They went out from us, but they were 

not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 

continued with us: but they went out, that they might 

be made manifest that they were not all of us” (1 John 

2:19). Concerning the delay, Apostle Peter 

explained very clearly that; 

“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 

some men count slackness; but he is longsuffering to us

-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all 

should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 

God is unwilling that any should perish. His 

love is rich and deep. That love motivated Him to 

send Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, to the 
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world to die for a godless people, and to reconcile 

us to Himself. His love will not let go. He is still 

searching the horizon; He is still waiting for the 

arrival of the prodigal son from the strange coun-

try. God is still waiting for sinners to return. In 

Jeremiah 18:11, God said, 

“Now therefore go to, speak to the men of 
Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
saying, thus saith the Lord; Behold, I frame evil 
against you, and devise a device against you: 
return ye now everyone from his evil way, and 
make your ways and your doings good.” 

(Jeremiah 18:11) 

The people said in response; 

“And they said, There is no hope: but we will 
walk after our own devices, and we will every 
one do the imagination of his evil heart.” 

(Jeremiah 18:12) 

God is still calling to the sons of men to repent 

and to return to Him, but the response of men 

from all ages has been consistent rejection of the 

call of God. It is important to note that there is 

what is known as the expiry date. Every product 

manufactured has an expiry date. Even so in the 

spirit realm, every system or process launched by 

God has an expiry date. In Matthew 24:36-39, 

Jesus said, 
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“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father 
only. But as the days of Noe were, so shall 
the days of the Son of man be. For as in the 
days that were before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, Until the day that Noe entered 
into the ark, and knew not until the flood 
came, and took them all away; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be.” 

(Matthew 24:36-39) 

The preaching of Noah had an expiry date. He 

preached to the men of his generation about 

righteousness, and about repentance. Many heard 

him but only a few responded. A day came, that 

the one that sent him to preach, shut him in, in the 

ark that he built. Beginning from that day, calam-

ity struck. Those who refused to listen to the voice 

of the preacher died a needless death. They could 

have escaped but they ignored the warning. 

We celebrate the birth of Jesus. People call it 

Christmas. We remember also to celebrate the 

redemption of mankind on the cross; we call it 

Easter. The world deliberately did not apportion 

any date to celebrate the return of the Lord. The 

world has gone to sleep, so also are believers. 

Many do not consciously, any more, expect Him to 

return. In those days, believers were constantly 
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reminded of the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

They even composed and sang choruses to this 

effect. In the preaching of the old time Christians, 

people were told that:  

Sin is black and unprofitable; 

Hell is hot and undesirable; 

That judgment is absolutely certain; 

That eternity is long and enjoyable if you get 
there, 

And that salvation is free. 

One popular hymn, loved by many old fash-

ioned believers, says it like this: 

The Lord is coming, the world will quake, 

And every mountain shall be moved 

And all the stars of heaven shall cease to shine 
or give their light. 

The Lord is coming unlike before when he came 
in humility 

When he was slain as the Lamb of God, our 
sovereign Saviour has died  

The Lord is coming; he comes in fear, in flaming 
fire and great wrath 

The Lord is coming, the great judge of the 
earth. 
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But today emphases are on the blessings of 

Abraham, the breakthroughs and deliverances. 

Believers now compete without restraint for houses 

and cars and the good things of life at the expense 

of service and devotion to the cause of the Master. 

Living the good life is welcome but better it is to 

remember that He is coming again. When Jesus 

will come is not known but the signs are already 

ominous; the signs have gone beyond amber, the 

red illumination is showing rather too clearly for 

the wise. 

Most of the populous churches we have today 

are those stressing prophecies, prosperity and 

deliverance but not the second coming of Christ. 

Many wrongly assume that preaching the second 

coming of Christ is old fashioned and unfriendly. 

They assume that the congregation would thin out 

if they emphasise that the Master would return to 

take His rightful place. Of what use is a congrega-

tion of ‘believers’ that do not expect the return of 

their Lord and Master. Better a handful with full 

expectation and assurance of salvation than thou-

sands without Christ and without hope, when 

Christ returns. 

Many unfortunately, have concluded by their 

lifestyle, that Jesus is not coming again. They have 
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joined the rank of the scoffers. These scoffers are 

many today and their number is increasing daily, 

but He is coming back. The Master said, 

“Behold, I come quickly; hold that fast which thou 

hath, that no man take thy crown” (Revelation 3:11). 

Again he said, “Behold, I come as a thief, Blessed is he 

that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk 

naked, and they see his shame” (Revelation 16:15). 

Listen, the gift of God has an expiry date. It 

may not be today, it may not be tomorrow, but 

one day this charade will end. People are celebrat-

ing the birth of Christ today with coke, rice and 

bottles of beer under their armpit, but a day is 

coming, as people are eating and drinking, the 

trumpet will sound. It will signal the end of this 

inglorious era of man’s inhumanity to man. The 

question is ‘where will you be on that day’? On 

which side of the divide will you be found? 

Until the Holy Spirit is withdrawn, the gift of 

repentance is still within the reach of mankind. 

Once the Holy Spirit leaves, the Church, the salt of 

the earth, follows. Many have made up their mind. 

They have sealed up their mind on what to believe 

and because of this, God shall send them a delu-

sion that they should believe a lie, that they all 

might be dammed. In 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10, the 
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Bible says,  

“And to you who are troubled rest with us, 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the pres-
ence  of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power; when he shall come to be glorified in 
his saints, and to be admired in all them that 
believe (because our testimony among you 
was believed) in that day.” 

(2 Thessalonians 1:7-10) 

Jesus Christ is coming to give rest to the believ-

ers as well as to judge the world. The believer will 

be released from the injustices, sufferings, and 

death of this world. As the Bible says, “There 

remaineth therefore a rest for the people of 

God” (Hebrews 4:9). 
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4 
 

WHEN HE RETURNS 
 
 
 
 

I n Luke 18:7-8, Jesus said, Nevertheless when the 

son of man cometh, shall he find faith on earth?” 

What a strange question! Jesus asked, as if solilo-

quising, ‘when the Son of man comes, shall he find 

faith on the earth’? He did not ask whether he will 

still find people going to churches on earth. He 

did not ask whether he will find dancers and sing-

ers on the earth. He wanted to know whether, 

when the son of man comes, he will find faith on 

earth? He was not asking whether there will be 

people on earth, but whether there will be people 

with faith. He was not asking whether there will 

still be churches on earth, but whether the God 
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faith will still be subsisting. With the apparent 

inroad that Christianity has made over the years 

even into places hitherto considered to be 

impenetrable, those behind the iron curtain as it 

were, it is tempting to answer the question of our 

Lord in the affirmative.  

No doubt, Christianity has become populous 

and popular but has it really become acceptable? If 

Christianity were to be concerned majorly with 

breakthroughs and occupying the commanding 

heights of economic status in the world, acquisition 

of wealth and fame; then something has happened. 

But if Christianity were to be described in the sense 

in which the Apostles and others of the old time 

religion understood it and practiced it, then 

something is seriously amiss in our own days. 

The Bible says “the just shall live by his 

faith” (Habakkuk 2:4). Again in Hebrews 10:38, the 

Bible says, “Now the just shall live by faith, but if any 

man draws back, my soul shall have no pleasure in 

him.” We need faith to please God. The Bible says, 

“But without faith it is impossible to please God, for he 

that cometh to him must believe that he is and that he is 

a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Hebrews 

11:6). If a man does not have faith, he is like a wave 

of the sea driven with the wind and tossed (James 
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1:6) and such a person cannot find fulfilment in the 

kingdom of God. Jesus was asking whether the 

faith that pleases God would still be found among 

the children of men when he returns. 

The kind of faith that pleases God is the faith 

shown by Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. 

Nebuchadnezzar threatened. He said, ‘and who is 

that God that shall deliver you out of my hands’.  

The trio were not terrified by the king’s threats 

that they should bow to the golden image. They 

confronted the ungodly king and stood for God. 

They responded without hesitation: 

“O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to 
answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our 
God whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will 
deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if 
not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up.” 

(Daniel 3:16-18) 

Their response elicited anger and the fire was 

again heated seven times to ensure performance. 

To show that the fire was red hot, the flame alone 

slew the servants of the king but the children of 

God were not harmed in any way. This is the faith 

that pleases God. God was so pleased with the 



Walking with God 126 

three men that he jumped into the fire with them 

and withheld the power of the fire from hurting 

them. Their action energises the word in Isaiah 43:2; 

“When thou passeth through the waters, I 
will be with thee; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shall not be burned; 
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” 

(Isaiah 43:2) 

The three Hebrew children were willing to die 

for their faith. They knew their God was powerful 

enough to save them, but they said to the king that 

even if He did not save them, it doesn’t make Him 

less powerful and will not stop them from calling 

Him Jehovah. They did not know what God had 

willed for their situation and they were ready for 

whatever was going to happen, even if it seemed 

to the whole world, the situation had turned 

against them. Their resolve to follow God did not 

depend on the certainty of deliverance but rather 

on the strength of their conviction based on the 

word of God. They were not concerned about 

themselves or what people would think. They 

were not even afraid of the fury of the king, their 

only concern was obeying the Lord and if obeying 

God meant dying for the Lord, they were willing 

to do that.  
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The faith that pleases God was demonstrated 

by Abraham. In Genesis 12:1, God appeared to 

Abram and requested that he leaves the land of his 

fathers and go to a place that he will show to him. 

Abram obeyed God not knowing where he was 

going. He was seventy five years old then, yet he 

did not question God regarding the emigration 

order. No wonder, he is called the friend of God. 

When in Genesis 18:10, God promised Abraham a 

son, it was difficult to accept on account of old age 

but he believed God even on this point. In Genesis 

21:1-2, the Bible says, “And the Lord visited Sarah as 

he had said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had 

spoken. For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in 

his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to 

him.” Apostle Paul spoke of the faith of Abraham: 

“Who against hope believed in hope, that he 
might become the father of many nations; 
according to that which was spoken, so shall 
thy seed be. And being not weak in faith, he 
considered not his own body now dead, when 
he was about an hundred years old, neither 
the deadness of Sarah’s womb: he staggered 
not at the promise of God through unbelief; 
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 
and being fully persuaded that, what he had 
promised, he was able also to perform.” 

(Romans 4:18-22) 
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Again in Genesis 22:2-3,7-10, God appeared 

unto Abraham and said, 

“Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, 
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the 
land of Moriah; and offer him there for a 
burnt offering upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of. And Abraham rose 
up early in the morning, and saddled an ass, 
and took two of his young men with him, 
and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the 
burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto 
the place of which the Lord has told him.” 
“And Isaac spoke unto his father, and said, 
My father: and he said Here am I, my son. 
And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: 
but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 
And he said, My son, God will provide him-
self a lamb for a burnt offering: and they 
went both of them together. And they came 
to the place which God had told him of; and 
Abraham built an altar there, and laid the 
wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and 
laid him on the altar upon the wood. And 
Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took 
the knife to slay his son.” 

(Genesis 22:2-3,7-10) 

Abraham believed that the God who gave 

Isaac will raise him up even in death. So, he did 

not slack to obey the command of the Lord. That 

was faith.  
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Moses demonstrated faith in God. Apostle 

Paul also spoke of the faith of Moses. He said, 

“By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid 
three months of his parents, because they 
saw he was a proper child; and they were 
not afraid of the king’s commandment. By 
faith Moses, when he was come to years, 
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto 
the recompense of the reward. By faith he 
forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the 
king: for he endured, as seeing him who is 
invisible. Through faith he kept the Passover, 
and the sprinkling of the blood, lest he that 
destroyed the firstborn should touch them.”  

(Hebrews 11:23-28) 

Esther demonstrated the faith that pleased 

God. In the book of Esther, Chapter 4, after three 

days of prayer and fasting, it was time for action 

and she took the gauntlet. She appeared before the 

King without invitation, contrary to custom, 

which stipulates death except on order by the 

king. She survived. That was faith. 

“Then Esther bade them return Mordecai 
this answer, Go, gather together all the Jews 
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that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for 
me, and neither eat nor drink three days, 
night or day: i also and my maidens will fast 
likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, 
which is not according to the law: and if I 
perish, I perish.” 

(Esther 4:15-16) 

The writer of the book of Hebrews devoted a 

whole chapter to the heroes of faith.  

“By faith Noah, being warned of God of 
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, pre-
pared an ark to the saving of his house; by 
the which he condemned the world, and 
became heir of the righteousness which is by 
faith. By faith Abraham, when he was called 
to go out to a place which he should after 
receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he 
went out, not knowing whither he went. By 
faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as 
in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of 
the same promise: for he looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God.” 

(Hebrews 11:7-10) 

It is important to note, however, that the faith 

that pleases God works with patience. In Hebrews 

6:12, the Bible says, “That ye be ye not slothful, but 

followers of them who through faith and patience inherit 

the promises.” Apostle James also admonished, “But 
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let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect 

and entire, wanting nothing (James 1:4). 

God is never in a hurry to do his work 

irrespective of the taunting of the enemy. He 

would wait until the man of faith shows up. 

Goliath appeared and taunted the army of Israel 

for 40 days, yet God did nothing. Saul and the rest 

of the army fled before Goliath in fear. They could 

not confront the Philistines who towered over and 

above them in stature. Saul said ‘the man was a 

man of war from his youth’. The credentials of 

Goliath dazed them and they were all afraid. But 

David was a youth who had learnt to walk with 

God. His testimony was awesome. He said, 

“And David said to Saul, Let no man’s heart 
fail because of him; thy servant will go and 
fight with this Philistine. And Saul said to 
David, Thou art not able to go against this 
Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a 
youth, and he a man of war from his youth. 
And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept 
his father’s sheep, and there came a lion, 
and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: 
and when he arose against me, I caught him 
by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. 
Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: 
and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as 
one of them, seeing he hath defied the 
armies of the Living God. David said 
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moreover the Lord that delivered me out of 
the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of 
the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand 
of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, 
Go, and the lord be with thee.”  

(1 Samuel 17:32-37) 

Goliath appeared for forty days boasting, 

shouting and challenging the army of Israel. God 

was not moved. God waited until after eighty-one 

appearances of Goliath; for he was appearing 

morning and evening. On the eighty-first occasion, 

God showed up in the person of David. Goliath 

was so infuriated that he likened David to a dog. 

He was so enraged that he disdained David and 

boasted that he would give his body to the birds of 

the air. But he was greatly mistaken. Goliath saw 

David but he did not see the God who was with 

David. Goliath satanic prophecy was accurate but 

it worked in the reverse. It was the body of Goliath 

that the birds of the air feasted upon.  

We need patience enough to let faith complete 

his work in our lives. Many are so impatient. They 

complain that the process is too slow. They want 

quick result, but be rest assured that you cannot 

put God into microwave. If you want it quick, God 

will go for the firewood so that the impact will last 

longer. 
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Jesus was speaking of the faith that will not give 

up, but will stand upon the word of God, even in 

the face of daunting challenges. The faith that 

affirms that if God says it, then it is done. The faith, 

which rests on the unfailing word of God, was the 

faith Jesus was referring to. The Bible says,  

“For God is not a man that he should lie, 
neither the son of man that he should repent, 
hath he said and would he not do it or hath 
he spoken and would he not make it good?”  

(Numbers 19:23) 

The question for us now is this, are we 

wresting or resting on the word of God? The life of 

Joseph demonstrated the kind of faith that Jesus 

spoke about. He did not give up on the dreams 

given to him by God. How did we know that he 

did not give up on his dreams? Simply because 

when he had the opportunity to turn against God, 

he did not. He was instigated to commit 

fornication with the wife of his master and he 

retorted, ‘how can I do this and sin against God’. 

He remembered God. He was in adversity, yet he 

put God first. He was a slave, yet he thought of 

God. Things were not working out the way he 

expected, yet he did not compromise his faith. 

When you hold on to God’s word by refusing to 

sin, it is evidence of your faith in God. 
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They took away his cloak of many colours but 

they could not take away his God-given dreams. 

They contended with the visible but the invisible 

in his life was untouchable. He was sold into slav-

ery and finding himself in such a situation, he 

endured the pains and ended up in prison. God 

intervened when to all intents and purposes; the 

dream was finished, for the dreamer had become a 

prisoner. Ultimately, the power of God moved 

him to the Palace not as a slave or prisoner any 

longer but a ruler in Egypt. Psalm 105:16-22 says, 

“Moreover he called for a famine upon the 
land: he brake the whole staff of bread. He 
sent a man before them, even Joseph, who 
was sold for a servant: whose feet they hurt 
with fetters: he was laid in iron: until the 
time that his word came: the word of the 
Lord tried him. The king sent and loosed 
him; even the ruler of the people, and let 
him go free. He made him lord of his house, 
and ruler of all his substance: to bind his 
princes at his pleasure; and teach his sena-
tors wisdom.” 

(Psalm 105:16-22) 

There are two words in the English language 

that are separate and independent. They are pro-

nounced differently and spelt differently but the 

way we use these words indicate that we do not 
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understand their difference. We take them as if 

they are synonyms. In the Greek, Hebrews and 

even in the English language, they are not the same 

words, though we use them, interchangeably, as if 

they mean the same thing. These are the words 

‘belief’ and ‘faith’. Many think that if we belief, it 

also means we are in faith and so many people also 

think that if we are in faith, it means we believe. 

These two words have been used in this manner 

for a number of years, but they are different and 

refer to two different things altogether. 

The words ‘belief’ and ‘faith’ are opposite sides 

of the same coin. Both of them are relevant to have a 

legal tender. And unless faith and belief are together, 

there cannot be a cashing in on the promises of God. 

Neither of these two can deliver without the other. 

And unless you know how they relate, you will not 

be able to get certain things done in the kingdom of 

God. Belief is something that happens internally; it is 

done with the heart. By believing you can be saved. 

It is the beginning of faith. It is not the same thing as 

faith. But you cannot live by believing. The Bible did 

not say ‘the just shall live by believing but by faith’. 

When you believe it means you are ready to go to 

the other side which is faith in order to cash in on the 

promises of God. 
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Belief will not deliver into your hands what 

you desire until you move into the realm of faith. 

Belief is of the heart, faith is acting on what you 

believe. If a man is at the last stage of starvation 

and food is provided, and he says, I believe that 

the food will restore me, but fails to eat the food, 

will his believe save him from dying of starvation? 

If he fails to eat the food, he will die of starvation, 

not because there is no food but because he did 

not eat. The provision of the food will be of no 

good if he fails to eat what was provided. The fact 

that he believes that the food will do him good is 

not sufficient, he must take step to consume the 

food. Death will come not because he did not 

believe, but because he did not act on what he 

believed.  

If you claim you believe something but you 

did not act on it, then you did not believe. It 

means what you believe is different from your 

faith. But really what you believe should be in 

tandem with your faith. Faith is an action that 

corresponds to what you believe. Faith is acting on 

what you believe. 

Most of the time, believing is not the problem 

but the challenge comes when you are expected to 

act in accordance with what you believe. Many 
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believe the Bible, but they do not act on it. Faith is 

the action required but belief is the catalyst. Until 

you believe to such a point as to act on what you 

believe, you do not believe. Until what you believe 

is what you do, you will never have the desired 

result. Like the man that was dying of starvation, 

until he eats the food, his believe will not do him 

any good. 

Apostle James said, “Even so faith if it had not 

works is dead.” It is our action that puts life to our 

belief. Faith can only be demonstrated by action; 

otherwise it is a dead thing. You said you believe; 

it is your action that shows your belief. Many will 

go to hell not because they did not believe but 

because there is no faith in them. The Bible says, 

“the devils also believe, and tremble” (James 1:19). But 

because all that the devils do is to believe and not 

act on it, it does not profit them. The truth is, if 

you do not behave in a way that corresponds to 

your belief it will never profit you. 

In Mathew 21:28-30, Jesus spoke to the people 

about the two sons of one father. The father said 

unto one, go to my vineyard and work and he 

says, ‘I go sir’ but did not go. He went to the other 

son and spoke the same words and he says, ‘I will 

not go’ but he later went. He then asked which of 
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the two did the will of the father and the answer 

was ‘the one that went’. Simple logic: If faith does 

not lead to action, it is dead. It is action that gives 

faith its life. God is looking for action; it is action 

that pleases God. Until what you say can be 

clearly seen in what you do, it will not affect you 

experimentally. We quote the Bible, we say it, but 

it will not do us any good until we act on it. Until 

you are ready to do what you believe, it is useless. 

There was a man in Capernaum, sick of the 

palsy (Mark 2:1-12). The Bible gave the account as 

follows, 

“And again he entered into Capernaum, after 
some days; and it was noised that he was in 
the house. And straightaway many were 
gathered together, insomuch that there was 
no room to receive them, no, not so much as 
about the door: and he preached the word 
unto them. And they come unto him, bring-
ing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of 
four. And when they could not come nigh 
unto him for the press, they uncovered the 
roof where he was: and when they had bro-
ken it up, they let down the bed wherein the 
sick of the palsy lay. When Jesus saw their 
faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, 
thy sins be forgiven thee.”  

(Mark 2:1-5)  
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Their faith was evidenced by what they did. 

They uncovered the roof. Why go to such an 

extent? They were so sure that a touch from the 

Master is all that the sick of the palsy needed to be 

whole again. They were so persuaded by their 

faith in Christ that they were ready to bear the cost 

of repairing the roof after. Jesus saw their faith 

and was moved to deliver unto them that which 

they desired. The man was made whole. 

At another time, he was in Capernaum. The 

centurion came pleading for the healing of the 

servant in Matthew 8:5-13. Jesus said, “I will come 

and heal him” He offered a helping hand. He 

agreed to go to the man’s house. The man said do 

not come to my house. He stated the reason why 

he would not want to bother Jesus to come: 

“For I am man under authority, having 
soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, 
and he goeth; and to another, come, and he 
cometh; and to my servant, do this, and he 
doeth it. When Jesus heard it , he marvelled, 
and said to them that followed, Verily I say 
unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, 
not in Israel.” 

(Matthew 8:9-10) 

What is the relationship of the healing of the 

servant with the issue of the kingdom of God? It is 
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because faith is the currency used in the kingdom 

to get things done. Those who do not have it will 

go hungry for they cannot buy anything without 

faith. They cannot please God without faith and 

since they are bereft of this, they are likely to be 

lost. Jesus told his hearers. 

“Verily I say unto you, I have not found so 
great faith, no, not in Israel. And I say unto 
you, that many shall come from the east and 
west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 
But the children of the kingdom shall be cast 
out into outer darkness: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

(Matthew 8:10-12) 

The woman with the issue of blood used some-

thing to touch Jesus. She used her faith to touch 

the Master. She did not use her ordinary hands. 

The touch of faith brought her healing. “For she 

said within herself, if I may but touch the helm of 

his garment, I shall be whole” (Matthew 9:21).  

“And Jesus said, who touched me? When all 
denied, Peter and they that were with him 
said, Master, the multitude throng thee, and 
sayest thou, who touched me? And Jesus 
said,, somebody hath touched me; for I per-
ceive that  virtue is gone out of me.”  

(Luke 8:45-46) 
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Peter said to Jesus, everyone is touching you, 

why are you asking, who touched me? But the 

Master said the touch I am talking about transcend 

the ordinary touch. It is a touch of faith.  

This was the kind of faith Jesus expected from 

Mary and Martha when Lazarus died. Jesus told 

them, “Said I not unto thee that if thou wouldest 

believe that thou wouldest see the glory of God?” (John 

11:40). But they responded with the wrong kind of 

faith and said, ‘Lord, by this time he stinketh.’ Yet, 

Jesus spoke and he that was dead heard and lived. 

Lazarus was dead but the word brought him back 

from the dead. Faith that is not intimidated by 

situations and circumstances is the kind of faith 

that Jesus expects to find when he returns.  

Belief is done with the heart but mere verbali-

sation is not enough, there must be an action. Real 

faith is corresponding action. Apostle James said, 

“I will show thee my faith by my works” (James 2:18). 

The scriptures lay a lot of emphasis on being a 

doer and not just a hearer. Hearing produces belief 

and it is our belief that produces action. Action is 

what shows that believing has occurred on the 

inside. If all you do is hearing and not doing, then 

there is no faith. Nobody gets blessed by only 

believing otherwise the devil will be blessed 
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because he believes too. It is our action that is 

blessed. Action reveals what is in our heart.  

Believing is like the foundation of a house. If 

we lay the foundation and stop and do nothing 

more, it does not profit us. The superstructure 

must be laid on the foundation, the roof must be in 

place, doors and windows must be fixed before it 

can be called a habitable building. In Joshua 1:8, 

the Bible says,  

“This book of the law shall not depart out of 
thy mouth; but thou shall meditate therein 
day and night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written therein: for 
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, 
and then thou shalt have  good success.”  

(Joshua 1:8) 

When you take the word of God and act on it, 

then you have demonstrated faith. When you 

refuse to act it out, you can never profit on it. In 

Hebrews 4:2 the Bible says, “the words heard did not 

profit them because it is not mixed with faith in them 

that heard it.” In John 2, Jesus was invited to a 

wedding and Jesus’ mother communicated to the 

people a great secret. She said, ‘whatsoever he 

saith unto you, do it.’ That is why the Bible says, 

‘the just shall live by faith’. They did what he said 

and they got result. They believed it and they acted 
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it. Don’t doubt him and don’t let your mental 

process block it. Until you act it out, it will not 

profit you. Our actions must correspond with what 

we believe. James 1:22 says. “But be ye doers of the 

word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”  

The fact that you believe the word merely 

shows that you are on the way to receiving it. 

James 1:21, says, “...and receive with meekness the 

engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.” The 

fact that you received the word is a prelude to 

your acting on it. But be ye doers of the word and 

not hearers only deceiving your own self. In James 

1:25, the Bible says; “But whoso looketh into the 

perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being 

not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man 

shall be blessed in his deed.” 

Apostle James asked, “Was not Abraham our 

father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his 

son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with 

his works, and by works was faith made perfect” (James 

2:21-22). There is nothing like faith without action. 

You see faith in action. It is your action that shows 

your faith. Jesus said, in Mark 11:22-23,  

“And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have 
faith in God. For verily I say unto you, that 
whosoever shall say unto this mountain, be 
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thou removed, and be thou cast into the 
sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but 
shall believe that those things which he saith 
shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever 
he saith.”  

(Mark 11:22-23) 

It is important to know that corresponding 

action is what God is waiting for.  In 1 John 2:17, 

the Bible says, “...but he that doeth the will of God 

abideth forever.” In Luke 6:46, Jesus said, “why calleth 

thou me Lord, Lord and do not what I say.” If you 

claim you accept it but you do something different 

from what it says; you have no faith. The faith that 

professes and does not do, is nothing but puerile. 

Mere professors have not the approval of heaven.  

Jesus asked, “when the son of man returns 

shall he still find faith on earth?” He was asking, 

in effect, whether there will be people who will be 

acting on the word of God. In other words, will 

there be people behaving and conducting them-

selves in a way that shows they are expecting his 

return because he told them he is coming back? 

Can we really say we are a people of faith expect-

ing our Master’s return? With the way we are 

behaving; fighting for positions within the Church 

and outside; with the way we compete for houses 

and cars and sleeping with women of easy virtues 
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in secret? Some ‘Bishops’ even sleep with men, 

committing homosexuality. With the way we 

ordained ‘gay’ as priests in our churches, is there 

still faith? With the way we are merchandising the 

gospel and turning the house of God to a den of 

robbers? This unhealthy rivalry among churches, 

this ‘my church is bigger than yours’ attitude, this, 

‘I have the largest single congregation in the 

world’ syndrome, this breaking away to become a 

general overseer, this flesh, this puffing, this pon-

tificating are all products of lack of faith in the 

word of the Master, Jesus Christ. Will he truly find 

faith when he returns? 

If we truly believe that Christ is the husband of 

the Church and that he is coming back for a glori-

ous church, without spot or wrinkle, what will 

matter to us is not having the largest congregation 

but being occupied till he comes, whether as a 

missionary in the bush, labouring silently for the 

Lord or as a renowned evangelist, or teacher or 

pastor leading multitude to Christ. Apostle Paul 

warned all believers. He said, 

“Every man’s work shall be made manifest: 
for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every 
man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s 
work abide which he hath built thereupon, 
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he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work 
shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he 
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 

(1 Corinthians 3:13-15) 

When our heart is puffed up, the works of our 

hands shall be destroyed. The Bible says, “What do 

you have that you were not given or what did you 

achieve that you did not receive” (1 Corinthians 4:7). 

“It is God who giveth to all men liberally and 

upbraideth not” (James 1:5-7). “Your glorying is not 

good” (1 Corinthians 5:6). The Bible says, “But let 

him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth 

and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise 

lovingkindness, judgement, and righteousness, in the 

earth: for in these things I delight, saith the 

Lord” (Jeremiah 9:24). 

When he returns, there will be reward for the 

hardworking servants and shame for the indolent. 

The Bible stated clearly, 

“And as they heard these things, he added 
and spake a parable, because he was nigh to 
Jerusalem, and because they thought that 
the kingdom of God should immediately 
appear. He said therefore, A certain noble 
man went into a far country to receive for 
himself a kingdom, and to return. And he 
called his ten servants, and delivered to 
them ten pounds, and said unto them, 
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occupy till I come. But his citizens hated him, 
and sent a message after him, saying, we will 
not have this man to reign over us. And it 
came to pass, that when he was returned, 
having received the kingdom, then he 
commanded these servants to be called 
unto him, to whom he had given the money, 
that he might know how much every man 
had gained by trading... But those mine 
enemies, which would not that I should 
reign over them, bring them hither, and slay 
them before me.” 

(Luke 19:11-15, 27) 

The Lord went to a far country to receive a 

kingdom but He will return. The far country indi-

cates that He will be gone for a while. It takes time 

to travel a long distance and handle the affairs and 

return. He has gone to receive the kingdom from 

the King of the whole realm of the universe, God 

Himself. The picture is that of Jesus sitting at the 

right hand of God in glory while He and God dis-

cuss the kingdom and its affairs. He is to return. 

He will be gone a long time, for the far country is a 

long way off. The citizens of the world hate Him 

and reject His rule. This, of course describes the 

unbeliever who refuses to acknowledge Christ and 

surrender his life to the rule of Christ. Men are 

rejecting Christ every day simply because they 
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will not let Him rule over them. They want to 

control their own lives, do their own thing, just as 

they wish. 

In the parable, the Lord did return (Luke 19:15-

26). The day of accountability did arrive. Every 

servant was called to report on what he had done 

with the gifts Christ had given him. Only the 

servants of the Lord are pictured as appearing 

before the Lord. The three results illustrate the three 

courses of action taken by God’s servants: being very 

faithful, faithful and unfaithful. The first two 

servants were both faithful. Both laboured diligently, 

but there was a difference. One laboured ever so dili-

gently: daily, hourly, every day and every hour. He 

was always walking with the Lord, never slacking 

up or allowing the trials of life to hinder his labour. 

He worked to increase the Lord’s property regard-

less of circumstances.  

The other servant was not quite as sold out; he 

did not strive and sacrifice as much. The two faithful 

servants were rewarded. The servant who laboured 

assiduously was commended by the Lord, “Well 

done, thou good servant.” The servant whose 

service was not at par was not personally 

commended. The servants were rewarded according 

to the measure of their labour; a city for each pound. 
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Perfect justice was executed. Each servant deter-

mined exactly what his reward would be. The 

amount of energy and labour put into increasing the 

Lord’s property determined their reward.  

The servant who did not work received noth-

ing. The unfaithful servant did nothing, absolutely 

nothing with what the Lord had given him. He 

had no vision of what could be done. He had no 

sense of responsibility to the Lord. He tried to jus-

tify his behaviour. He accused the Lord of being 

austere which means sharp, stringent. He felt the 

Lord was too demanding and strict, that if he 

committed himself to the Lord’s affairs, he would 

lose out on too much of the pleasures and 

comforts of life. But this was merely excuse for his 

failure. He had chosen to live a life of selfishness, 

comfort and worldliness in the kingdom of the 

Lord without paying the price of helping to build 

it. He had been complacent and idle, doing very 

little. He had to cover up his failure or else face the 

judgement, but his excuse was unacceptable. 

Perfect justice was executed again, “Out of thy 

mouth will I judge thee.” The very excuse as well 

as the life of the unfaithful servant determined his 

judgement. The unfaithful servant is called “thou 

wicked servant.” He was not being condemned for 
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what he did, but for what he had not done. He 

was moral and decent, a good and ethical person, 

but he failed to use his gifts for the Lord in build-

ing up the Lord’s kingdom. His sin was the sin of 

omission, not the sin of commission. He was not 

actively working with the faithful servants of the 

Lord. He felt the Lord required too much, that the 

Lord was too strict. 

The Lord’s servant who laboured excellently 

was given the reward of the unfaithful servant 

because he had shown he can handle any amount 

of responsibility. He had taken a little and used it 

to the maximum. He was as responsible as he 

could be. He could and would handle and oversee 

whatever the Lord gave him to oversee. It is very 

apparent that if a man does not use his gift, he will 

lose it just as a man would lose his arm if he did 

not use it. 

The citizens who opposed the Lord are to be 

slain. Whoever rejects Christ and his reign over his 

life is an enemy of Christ. He opposes and stands 

against Christ. The enemy of Christ shall be 

condemned before Christ. He shall suffer doom, 

be slain, be put to death, and be separated from 

God eternally and spiritually. The Bible is very 

clear on this. 
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“And to you who are troubled rest with us, 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and they that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

(2 Thessalonians1:7-8) 

When he returns, there will be punishment for 

those who were not looking forward to his returns 

and those opposed to his return. It will be a day of 

shame and punishment for the disobedient 

servant. When he returns, hypocrisy will be 

revealed and there will be separation. The Master 

will bring closer to himself those with faith and 

the doubters of His word shall perish. Jude was 

mindful of the effect of lack of faith and he wrote 

to all and sundry. He said, 

“But, beloved, remember ye the words which 
were spoken before of the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; how that they told you there 
should be mockers in the last time, who 
should walk after their own ungodly lusts. 
These be they who separate themselves, 
sensual, having not the Spirit. But ye beloved, 
building up yourselves on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in 
the love of God, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” 

(Jude 17-21) 
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We are to build our faith for it is the legal 

currency of the kingdom. In Isaiah 55:1-3, the Bible 

says, 

“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. Where-
fore do ye spend money for that which is not 
bread? And your labour for that which satis-
fieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and 
eat ye that which is good, and let your soul 
delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and 
come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
you, even the sure mercies of David.” 

(Isaiah 55:1-3) 

The only thing required to buy things in the 

kingdom of God both now and in the hereafter is 

faith. We should labour not for the things we see 

but for the things that are eternal. The Bible says, the 

things that we see are temporal but the things we do 

not see are eternal. The houses and the cars and the 

furniture we so fervently labour for everyday are so 

temporal, that it is a marvel that we seems not to 

understand. Our effort should be directed towards 

building our faith in order to please God. When 

Jesus returns, he will be concerned about our faith, 

not our earthly possessions. 
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5 
 

SOME WILL BE LEFT BEHIND 
 
 
 
 

 

I t is certain from the scriptures that many people 

will be left behind when the trumpet sounds, not 

because they have not heard the gospel but 

because they chose to ignore the gospel. They 

were warned but they chose to ignore the warn-

ing. They will be left behind because they failed to 

take God seriously. Jesus said,  

“I tell you, in that night there shall be two 
men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and 
the other shall be left. Two women shall be 
grinding together; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left. Two men shall be in the 
field; the one shall be taken, and the other 
left. . And they answered and said unto him, 

 

153 
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where, Lord? And he said unto them, 
wheresoever the body is, thither will the 
eagle be gathered together.” 

(Luke 17:34-37) 

Several things are seen in these verses. As to 

the day when Jesus comes, no one knows. The 

coming of the Lord will be a time of separation 

and judgement. While people are going about 

their affairs, suddenly one shall be taken and the 

other left. On the day when Jesus comes, there will 

be separation from those nearest us; from those 

who are right by our side. The believer will be 

caught up to be with the Lord; the unbeliever will 

be left behind to face judgement. The basis of 

separation and judgement is belief. Only the man 

who believes the message of righteousness and 

adheres to it will be taken. What type of situation 

is this; one is taken and the other left. In 1 Corin-

thians 15:51-54, the Bible says,  

“Behold, I shew you a mystery; we shall not 
all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead  shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed. For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. So when this 
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
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and this mortal shall have put on immortal-
ity, then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, death is swallowed up in 
victory.” 

(1 Corinthians 15:51-54) 

This situation, where one is taken and the 

other left, is what the Bible called ‘the rapture’. 

There are up to fifty scriptures talking about rap-

ture. In 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17, the Bible further 

says,  

“For this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not 
prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

(1 Thessalonians 4:15-17) 

An event would occur in the twinkling of an 

eye and by the time people will realise it, it would 

have been completely over. The trumpet will 

sound, some will hear and some will not hear. Once 

you do not hear that trumpet, it is a serious trag-

edy. The end of all things, including man’s occupa-
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tion on earth, will soon come to an end. All the 

things that people are gathering together, all the 

money, all the houses, are just raw material for fire. 

All these things shall be utterly destroyed by fire.  

Rapture means to remove or to carry off some-

body to another place of pleasant existence. It 

means to transport into space. It is like a magnet 

suspended high up and attracting men to itself. 

This can happen at any time. Once you fail to hear 

this trumpet, it will be just too sad and tragic. The 

purpose of the rapture is for the Lord to receive 

the saints unto himself. All the believers who are 

living the kind of life that the Lord wants shall be 

raptured, all those that have died shall be resur-

rected from among the wicked dead in the ceme-

tery. The Bible says, “In a moment, in the twinkling 

of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 

and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 

be changed. For this mortal must put on immortality 

and this corruption shall put on incorruption” (1 

Corinthians 15:52-53). 

An event will soon take place, the body of 

Christ will be caught up at the appearance of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:13-

18). Beloved, everything that is happening in our 

world today is telling us that Jesus will soon appear 
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in the sky. This world cannot experience peace until 

the Prince of peace reigns. The present body we put 

on is corruptible there is an incorruptible body 

waiting for everyone that accepts Jesus as Lord and 

Saviour. And that is the reason why we should not 

idolize this present body; we should not gratify its 

lust for so as not to miss the glory ahead. At the 

appearance of the Bridegroom in the sky we are 

going to be changed. Corruptible shall put on incor-

ruptible, and this mortal must put on immortality 

(1 Corinthians 15:3).  

Nevertheless, not all believers shall experience 

this glorious event, only those who live a faithful life; 

the true believers shall be raptured. The Lord even 

confirm this that one shall be taken and the other left 

behind (Matthew 24:40-41). Only the pure in heart 

shall be raptured (Psalm 15:4). Those who long for 

His appearance will be raptured. Jesus our Lord 

Himself spoke about this glorious experience called 

the rapture (Matthew 24:30-31) and He warned us to 

be prepared so that we will not be caught unaware 

(Matthew 24:36-42). Are you longing for the Lord’s 

appearance, are you prepared?  

Beloved, one day the trumpet will sound and 

Jesus will come. He will appear above and like a 

magnet; He will pull His people up. Those who will 
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not go up are people who have been glued to this 

earth because of their love for the world. The 

rapture will take place to present the saints before 

God and to remove them from the great tribulation 

that will take place. Once all the saints are taken 

away, it is like taking the Holy Spirit away. You 

may say there is no peace now but once the Holy 

Spirit is taken away then there will be chaos. People 

will try to die and death will not come. People will 

try to commit suicide but death will not come. 

No sign will precede the rapture. It can happen 

at any time. All of a sudden, it will take place; and 

people will be alarmed on that day. Churches will 

get disrupted as the people in the service will 

vanish. Millions of people will disappear. There 

will be a marriage ceremony and the pastor minis-

tering is taken away and no one to join the couple. 

A service may be going on and the trumpet will 

sound and the people in the service will be taken 

away. There will be plenty of chaos and confusion. 

A flight will be in motion and all of a sudden the 

pilot of a plane (if a believer and a doer of the 

word), will vanish and the plane will crash. 

The rapture will be the most startling event to 

happen in history. Millions will disappear at the 

twinkling of an eye. There will be great confusion. 
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The rapture will come without warning like a 

thief in the night, and one will be taken, the other 

left behind. 

Jesus came the first time as a lamb to take 

away the sin of the world but at His second 

coming, He will come as the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah. He came the first time in meekness and was 

riding on an ass. He came the first time as a 

servant in humility but now as a King in power. 

He came before as a saviour to die but now He is 

coming as a Judge to rule. He came before to wear 

the crown of thorns but now to wear a crown of 

diamond on His head. He came before to be 

beaten with a rod because of our sins but He is 

coming to rule the nation with a rod of iron. He 

came the first time to die on a cruel cross but now 

to reign on a glorious throne. 

The Bible says, in John 1:11-12, “He came unto 

his own, but his own received him not. But as many as 

received him, to them gave he power to become the sons 

of God.” But this time around, every knee must as a 

matter of compulsion, bow and every tongue, 

whether they like it or not, shall confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord. 

Unlike before when He came as the Lamb of 

God, now He is going to come in flaming fire and 
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great wrath. He came before, they messed him up, 

took him to the cross but now He will come back 

and hold the end of that cross and it will be a 

sword in his hand. The gentle, meek and mild 

Jesus will not be again.  

Those who grew up under the old Pentecostal 

fathers will see a big difference between their 

Christianity and the Christianity of today. Those 

people under the old fathers were always red hot 

for God. With a few of these men we can move 

men for God. The present day Christian spends 

most of their time in front of the television set and 

in many of the churches, there are so many 

committees and they are reading the minutes of 

meeting without knowing that the minutes of their 

lives are being taken away.  

When the trumpet shall sound, many will be 

left behind. First on the list of those who will be left 

behind are people who have unbridled appetite for 

money. Apostle Paul said, “For the love of money is 

the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they 

have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves 

through with many sorrows” (1 Timothy 6:10). 

The case of Judas was pathetic. Jesus spoke 

about the son of perdition. He said “While I was 

with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those 
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that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is 

lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be 

fulfilled” (John 17:12). Being a child of perdition is 

getting lost right from the armpit of God. It is 

getting lost even when you are under the shadow 

of His wings. It is getting lost even when God is 

protecting you. Judas was chosen as one of the 

twelve Apostles. Jesus had prayed all night to get 

him. Judas was chosen after prayers. He actively 

participated in the ministry. When Jesus sent the 

disciples out two by two with the charge that they 

go and preach the gospel and raise the dead, Judas 

was one of them. Judas was accompanying Jesus 

around. He was beholding the character and the 

power of Jesus. He heard him teach. He heard him 

claim to be the Messiah but in spite of all he saw, 

he never came to full faith in the Messiah. He was 

the treasurer; they put Judas in charge of money, 

but did not realize it would destroy him.  

Judas was from a tribe close to Jesus. He knew 

Jesus Christ; he spent years working and travel-

ling with Jesus. But he lacked honesty with 

money. Judas exercised power and authority to 

perform miracles. He held an important position, 

but he lacked focus and became greedy with 

money. Perhaps, his was the greatest wasted 
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opportunity. There are many sons of perdition in 

the world today. Who are the sons of perdition? 

They are the chosen but who are not saved. They 

are the unsaved miracle workers, unsaved pastors, 

and unsaved ministers. All these are sons of perdi-

tion. There are those who are holding important 

positions in church but they are very far from 

heaven. They are singing and talking about 

heaven, but they are so far from heaven.  

A son of perdition is someone who had every 

possible spiritual advantage, but is non-chalant 

about the things of God. Those who make choices 

that lead them to destruction are sons of perdition. 

They do not know that sin never delivers what it 

promises. Those who cooperate with satan to get 

ahead are also children of perdition. A son of per-

dition is one who is associated with Christ, near to 

Christ, engaged in the ministry but not truly 

saved. There are ushers of perdition, there are 

choristers of perdition, and there are pastors of 

perdition. They are just there, they are not born 

again. Those who seek the hands of Jesus but not 

his face are sons of perdition. Children of perdi-

tion desire what God has to give but they are not 

looking at His face to see that He is not happy 

with them. A person who constantly rejects the 
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correction of the Holy Spirit is a son of perdition. 

There is a place for weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

There is a place known as bottomless pit. There is 

a place known as outer darkness. There is a place 

where the fire is not quenched. There is a place 

where there is no rest day and night, where the 

worms die not, a place of everlasting torment and 

destruction, a place of bad memories and regrets, a 

place of hopelessness and suffering. This is where 

the sons of perdition end up. 

Next are those who have unbridled appetite 

for food. Esau was a case in point. In Genesis 25:29

-34, he traded something precious for food. His 

appetite for food was so strong that he despised 

his birthright on account of the red pottage. He 

sought for it later carefully with tears but could 

not retrieve it.  

The story of the young prophet was also 

instructive. There must be a reason why God 

directed the young prophet in 2 Kings 13:1, to 

abstain from food. God had seen that the weak 

point that the devil would use was food, as a 

ladder, to trap the young prophet. He was there-

fore expressly commanded to abstain from eating 

in that place. He was directed to go and make a 

pronouncement against the evil altar erected by 
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King Jeroboam and return by another way but he 

would not listen. He returned to the forbidden 

place; there he ate, drank and died as a result of 

disobedience. 

Another group of people likely to be left 

behind are those who have an unbridled appetite 

for sex. Samson is a case in point – an unbridled 

appetite for sex led to his waterloo. He was in 

Gaza, he saw a woman. He was in Timnath, he saw 

a woman. Finally, he saw and slept on the lap of 

Delilah and he became mince meat for the enemy. 

Judah was another. He was always on the lookout 

for women of easy virtue. He was so taken in by 

the vice that he could not restrain himself until he 

finally slept with his daughter-in-law. Reuben was 

slain on the altar of sexual escapade. He did it with 

his father’s wife and received a curse in place of a 

blessing. The curse was so effective that Moses 

could not resist the temptation to put Reuben at 

the head of those appointed to curse other people 

(Deuteronomy 33:5-6). 

In another instance, the people of God were 

weeping but one man’s libido could not be 

restrained (Numbers 25:6-9). The young man 

brought a strange woman into the camp of the Isra-

elites in the full glare of others who were mourning 
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before God for the same offence. And right there in 

their presence, he began his inglorious sexual esca-

pade and lost his life in the process. 

Some have asserted that it was because their 

husband watches too much television that they 

began to prostitute their body. The men have 

asserted that it was because their wives do not 

dress seductively again in the house, that they 

began dating other stylish women outside. All 

manner of excuses are being thrown up to justify a 

sinful lifestyle but on the last day, will those 

excuses stand? If a woman cannot handle a man 

who watches television, how will she fare when 

the man travels for weeks and months on legiti-

mate business? If mere clothing is now the bait 

that a man who wants to go to heaven will fall for, 

what is the worth of that heaven? If going to 

heaven is a priority, do we succumb to induce-

ment such as these to commit sin that we know 

will keep us permanently outside the kingdom? 

What we value must be protected. If going to heaven 

is our ultimate desire, I think we should protect it 

and abstain from everything that will deny us 

access on the last day? 

Another group of those likely to be left behind 

are those who have turned sleeping into a duty. In 
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Matthew 13, the Bible says, while men slept the 

enemy came and sowed tares into the wheat. Sleep 

is sweet for God giveth his beloved sleep, but be 

mindful of the fact that God does not sleep. 

Though sleep is good, it must be seriously 

controlled so that tares are not sown into our 

wheat. We must not sleep away our destiny. 

Remember, it was when Abraham slept that a 

great horror of darkness fell on him and his 

descendants were sentenced to four hundred 

years of bondage in a strange land (Genesis 15:12). 

Remember, it was when Sisera slept that a woman 

drove a nail to his temple and he died (Judges 

4:22). Remember, when the ten virgins slept only 

five entered in with the bridegroom (Matthew 25:1

-13). Remember, it was when Delilah lured 

Samson into sleep that the hairs of his head were 

cut and the enemy came and overpowered him 

(Judges 16:19-20). 

Another group of those likely to be left behind 

are those with evil appetite. In Romans 7:15-25, 

Apostle Paul said in verse 15, “For what I want to 

do, I do not and what I do not want to do, that do I in 

my flesh is nothing good.” What Paul was saying is 

that, there is an evil appetite dwelling in the flesh 

that makes men to do what they do not wish to do. 
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It does not matter how much paint we apply to the 

flesh; except the evil appetite is taken out, there is 

the risk of rejection on the last day. An evil 

appetite is something you enjoy doing but which 

you know is not right. It may be lawful but it may 

not be expedient (1 Corinthians 2:14). An evil 

appetite is an uncontrollable urge that is dragging 

the person down spiritually. 

Many, despite express instruction not to do a 

thing, act contrary to it because of the presence of 

an evil appetite that is dwelling in them. They 

know it is commanded not to commit adultery, not 

to commit murder, not to fornicate, not to steal and 

tell lies, but to live holy and to love God. They 

know all these, yet they choose to act contrary to 

the expressed will of God because of an evil appe-

tite. Many easily blame the devil for these but alas 

the culprit is our flesh, which we have not rein in. 

The Bible says in Romans 8:5-8, that the flesh is in 

enmity against God and cannot please God, neither 

indeed can be notwithstanding every effort. 

Another group of those likely to be left behind 

are those who take of the accursed things. A thing 

may not be intrinsically bad in itself but a curse 

might be pronounced on it which makes it 

untouchable and in that case those who touch 
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same are contaminated and condemned along 

with it. In the Garden of Eden, it was not the fruit 

itself but the prohibition following it (Genesis 

2:17). Once that prohibition was made, the object 

becomes an anathema making it the subject of 

enmity between God and whoever flouts the com-

mandment. The serpent knew the rule and enticed 

Eve to offend God by eating the forbidding fruit 

and that was it. The object could be harmless but 

the commandment of God has made it a hallowed 

object to be treated with respect. In Joshua 7:1-2 

the Bible says, 

“But the children of Israel committed a tres-
pass in the accursed thing: for Achan, the 
son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of 
Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
accursed thing: and the anger of the Lord 
was kindled against the children of Israel.”  

(Joshua 7:1-2) 

“And Achan answered Joshua, and said, I 
indeed I have sinned against the Lord God of 
Israel, and thus have I done: when I saw 
among the spoils a goodly Babylonish gar-
ment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and 
a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then 
I coveted them, and took them; and , 
behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst 
of my tent and the silver under it.” 

(Joshua 7:20-2) 
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In 2 Kings 5:20-27, we found the story of 

Gehazi the servant of Elisha. He ran after Naaman 

to collect his goods under false pretext. He was not 

sent but he said he was sent. There were no sons 

of the prophet in need of the items but he claimed 

two had arrived. Gehazi said, 

“My master hath sent me, saying, behold, 
even now there be come to me from mount 
Ephraim two young men of the sons of the 
prophets: give them, I pray thee, a talent of 
silver, and two changes of garments. And 
Naaman said, Be content, take two changes 
of garments, and laid them upon two of his 
servants; and they bare them before him. 
And when he came to the tower, he took 
them from their hand, and bestowed them 
in the house: and he let the men go, and 
they departed.” 

(2 Kings 5:20-25) 

Elisha asked a pertinent question: 

“Is it a time to receive money, and to receive 
garments and oliveyards, and vineyards, and 
sheep, and oxen, and menservants and 
maidservants? The leprosy therefore of 
Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy 
seed forever. And he went out from his 
presence a leper as white as snow.”  

(2 Kings 5:26-27) 
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The same happened in the case of Saul and the 

Amalekites in 1 Samuel 15. God was determined 

to wipe out the Amalekites and he decided to 

condemn their properties along with it. They have 

become leprous and all that belongs to them an 

offence to be avoided like plague. Saul thought 

otherwise; he spared the king and the best of the 

sheep and oxen and declared to Prophet Samuel 

with glee that he had complied with the directive 

of God on the Amalekites. Samuel differed. He 

said: What then is this bleating of the sheep which I 

hear.. hath the Lord great delight in burnt offering as in 

obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold to obey is better 

than sacrifice and to hearken than the fat of rams..... 

How come you were not afraid to swoop on 

the spoil? Saul swooped on the spoils of the 

Amalekites and lost the dynasty.  

Are there accursed things in our own days? Yes, 

taking a second wife as a believer is partaking in 

accursed things. If before you were born again, you 

have two wives, you can still accept Christ and go 

to heaven but you are disqualified from the service 

of the Lord (1 Timothy 4:1-10). However, after 

receiving Christ, you cannot marry two wives; it 

has become an accursed thing to you. Jesus said 

male and female made he them (Matthew 22:19). 
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Adultery is an accursed thing. The Bible has a 

lot to say about adultery. In Exodus 20:14, it was 

expressly forbidden. To commit adultery is to 

carry fire in one’s bosom. Who can do so and not 

get burnt? (Proverbs 6:27). If you lack understand-

ing of the things of God you are a dead person. 

Adultery is an accursed thing in the sight of the 

Lord. The Bible says, “The mouth of strange women 

is a deep pit: he that is abhorred of the Lord shall fall 

therein” (Proverbs. 22:14). 

Are you a believer and you still keep a girl 

friend somewhere or associated with a strange 

woman; you are a dead person. The plan of God is 

“to deliver thee from the strange woman even 

from the stranger which flattereth with her 

words... for her house inclineth unto death, and 

her paths unto the dead” (Proverbs 2:16,18). If you 

are committing any kind of immorality, you are a 

dead person. Proverbs 7:22 27 says, “he that goeth 

after her is going down to the chambers of death”. 

Any one patronizing prostitute of any category 

(educated, refined or crude) is a dead person. 

Why, because they have touched the accursed 

thing. Are you swooping on the spoils in your 

place of work by collecting bribes and hideous 

gifts? You are touching the accursed thing. If 
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instead of making Christ known by godly exam-

ple, you joined others to take what does not 

belong to you, you are a dead person. 

Among those to be left behind are those mer-

chandising the anointing of God. They are selling 

what God freely gave to them. They are of the 

family of Gehazi. They cannot let go of Naaman 

the leper. Why should the man go for free? He 

should give what he has to the man of God and 

not to the God of the man. They are anointed but 

they are commercialising the anointing for the 

sake of their stomach. Their god is their belly. 

They will not hear when the Master calls and so 

shall be left behind.  

We should realize that Christianity is not a 

means of livelihood: it is life. Christianity is not a 

way, but the only gateway to eternity. Christianity 

is about knowing God, loving God and serving 

God. When we merchandise the anointing of God, 

we turn the scriptures on its head. Anointing is 

not a meal ticket. It is the power of God to deliver 

the oppressed, rescue those in bondage, and bring 

joy to the multitude who are in the valley of deci-

sion. The Bible says, freely ye have received, freely 

give (Matthew 10:8). If it were not so, Apostle 

Peter, whose shadow was healing the sick, would 
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have been a multi-billionaires in any currency, 

many times over. Apostle Paul whose apron was 

chasing out demons would have had no reason 

being a tent maker. Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

anointed by God with the Holy Ghost and with 

power: who went about doing good, and healing 

all that were oppressed of the devil for God was 

with him (Acts 10:38), would have had many 

places to lay his head (Luke 9:58). 

Another group of those who are likely to be 

left behind are those that oppose themselves. In 2 

Timothy 2:23-26, the Bible says,  

“But foolish and unlearned question avoid, 
knowing that they do gender strife. And the 
servant of the Lord must not strive; but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in 
meekness instructing those that oppose 
themselves; and that they may recover 
themselves out of the snare of the devil, 
who are taken captive by him at his will.” 

(2 Timothy 2:23-26) 

It is a strange thing when people oppose them-

selves. There are plenty of people who are the one 

setting the battle in array against themselves. You 

may be fighting a foolish battle; fighting a battle 

no one asked you to fight. It is possible you are 

running a race no one asked you to run. You need 



Walking with God 174 

to acknowledge the truth about yourself, other-

wise you give your enemy a hiding place and you 

will be fully enrolled in the school of deception. 

The Bible says, “Righteousness exalts a nation: but 

sin is a reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34). If 

you practice unrighteousness, you are fighting 

against yourself because the unrighteous shall not 

inherit the kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 6:9). 

In Numbers 23:19-24, Balak was disappointed 

when he heard Balaam pronounce the blessings of 

God on the children of Israel. Balaam said, ‘I have 

received commandment to bless: and he hath 

blessed; and I cannot reverse it.” He went on how-

ever in the very next verse to reveal a secret to 

Balak. He told Balak why it was difficult for him 

to curse the children of Israel. He said: “He hath not 

beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he  seen perverse-

ness in Israel: the Lord his God is with him, and the 

shout of a king is among them.” 

He was saying in effect for as long as there is no 

sin in the camp of the Israelites, their blessings 

cannot be reversed. He then proceeded to lecture 

Balak on how to introduce sin into their lives. When 

Israel began to commit whoredom and to worship 

Baal-peor, God stood against them and in one day, 

twenty-four thousand people were destroyed. 
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Listen, you are the one opposing yourself by 

the sin you are committing. You are the one 

strengthening the enemy against yourself. You are 

the one waging war against your prosperity. 

Enchantments, jinxes, curses cannot work against 

you if there is no iniquity in your life. The enemy 

needs a ladder (iniquity) to access your life in 

order to steal, kill and to destroy (John 10:10). 

You must face the truth about yourself. Do you 

take bribes to pervert justice? Do you commit 

fornication and adultery? If you do, you give the 

enemy a hiding place. If you fail to carry a self 

analysis, you are opposing yourself. You need to 

turn the searchlight of the Holy Ghost upon your-

self. The Bible says, examine yourself. If you 

examine yourself, you will not be judged. Point 

the accusing finger against yourself. Come to 

terms with yourself. 

It is time you stop masquerading for your sake. 

Ask yourself certain questions and endeavour to 

give an honest answer.  

 Am I not proud?  

 Am I not greedy?  

 Am I not impatient?  

 Do I not exaggerate?  
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 Do I not tell lies?  

 Do I really fast and pray?  

 Do I not like Jesus for bread and butter only?   

 Am I serious with God? Am I not lazy in 

prayer?   

 Do I not keep malice?  

 Do I like being told the truth about myself?  

 Do I enjoy being criticized?  

 Do I really have faith?  

 Am I fully obedient to God?   

 Do I love being noticed and get upset when 

ignored?  

 Do I really have the genuine baptism of the 

Holy Spirit?  

 Do I tell lies against God when God has not 

said anything?  

 Do I think on immorality?  

 Do I watch pornography?  

 Do I steal?  

 Do I commit secret sin?  

If you go to Church, and read the Bible but you 

do things contrary to God’s word, you are oppos-

ing yourself and likely to be left behind? Do I 

practice masturbation?  
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Now, what is masturbation? Masturbation is 

the strange practice of having sex with yourself. It 

is a feeling stirred by an evil meditation in the 

heart. It stifles the desire for legitimate sexual 

intercourse as ordained by God. It is the practice 

of an evil thought engineered by an evil spirit 

from the pit of hell. The purpose is to defile the 

body which is the temple of the living God and 

make it unclean for the Holy Spirit to dwell in. 

When a married man engages in masturbation, he 

can easily deny his spouse her legitimate right for 

as long as he wishes. He is now a lover of himself 

(2 Timothy 3:2).  

When a woman engages in masturbation, she 

will loathe every move of the husband for sexual 

intimacy. Masturbation is evil and in the same 

class with the homosexuals and the lesbians. They 

are a people without natural affection and lover of 

ungodliness. It is not a habit to be broken by the 

will power of a man but a bondage to be delivered 

from by the power of the Holy Spirit. All who 

desires to see the Lord must avoid it like a plague. 

We all need to be on the watch regarding those 

whose desire is to mislead, deliberately.  

In 2 Timothy 4:1-2, the Bible says, 
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“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in 
the latter times some shall depart from the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 
doctrines of devils; speaking lies in  hypoc-
risy; having their conscience seared with a 
hot iron.” 

(2 Timothy 4:1-2) 

This is a passage that strikes a serious warning 

to believers; a passage that must be taken ever so 

seriously by Minister and laymen alike. It is the 

warning about false teachers and their apostacy. 

The Church and the genuine believers have to be 

constantly on guard against false teaching. The 

Spirit has spoken expressly so that there can be no 

question about what is being said. False teachers 

will arise in the latter times. False teachers give 

attention to seducing spirits and teachings of 

devils. They are experts at mixing some truth with 

error. Their method is to seduce, deceive, lure, 

entice and for this purpose they appear a slight 

and truth (2 Corinthians 11:13-15). 

False teachers speak lies in hypocrisy. Very 

simply, they teach something different from what 

the scriptures says, and they know it. False teach-

ers have consciences that are seared, that is cauter-

ized, hardened and insensitive. It does not bother 

most false teachers to teach contrary to the truth of 
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scripture. They can ignore and deny the scripture 

and present their own ideas and it does not bother 

them at all. They have no conscience and no 

remorse about twisting the scriptures and the 

truth about Christ. They trivialize and tolerate sin 

and encourage people to practice iniquity. 

It is time to face the truth about you. If you do 

not do this, you are opposing yourself. If the Bible 

says, ‘touch not my anointed and do my prophets 

no harm’ and the anointed and the prophets are 

being touched and harmed, then the anointed 

must carry out a self analysis. The enemy will use 

your un-confessed sin, your weak point, against 

you. If you do not, you will be opposing yourself. 

The enemy will use your weak point against you if 

you do not address it. If everybody is blind, will I 

still dress and carry myself the way I do? It is not 

good to make pleasing others our priority in life at 

the expense of pleasing God our Maker. It is not 

right for someone who is in the light to try to 

please the people in darkness. 

Those who are living unfruitful Christian lives 

are opposing themselves. God did not create hell 

fire for Christians but one thing that can get a 

believer into hell fire is unfruitfulness. How can 

God invest a lot in the life of a person and the 
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person bears no fruit. If you are a fruitless Chris-

tian you are fighting yourself. If you treat yourself 

as a stranger in your father’s house, then, you are 

heading for trouble. In Matthew 25:30, Jesus said, 

“And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 

darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

Those who engage in family strife are opposing 

themselves. Beloved, if you hate your wife or your 

husband, then you hate yourself. Family strife 

hinders prayer. When husband and wife do not talk 

to each other, they are inviting trouble into their 

home. They come and leave the church untouched 

and unchanged and continue in malice and they 

want God to abide with them. It is not possible. 

If you have demonic material in your posses-

sion, you are opposing yourself. Deuteronomy 

7:26 says, ‘Neither shall thou bring an abomina-

tion into thy house lest thou shall be like unto it 

but thou shall utterly abhor it. When you bring 

abomination into your home, you cannot attack 

the enemy successfully. It is an open abomination 

to have in your possession amulets and other 

objects of darkness; they will only strengthen the 

enemy against you. 

Those walking after the flesh will be left 

behind. In Romans 8:1 the Bible says, “There is 
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therefore now no condemnation to them in Christ Jesus, 

who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

Walking after the flesh is prevalent in our 

days. Men and women are practising sexual 

immoralities and engaging in debauchery. Forni-

cation and adultery and hedonistic practices are 

spreading like wild fire. Old men are dating 

young girls, and the older women are going out 

with younger men. They are all submitting to the 

pressure of the lust of the flesh.  

In 1 Corinthians 6:18-20, the Bible says,  

“Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth 
is without the body; but he that committeth 
fornication sinneth against his own body. 
What know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own? For ye are bought with a price: there-
fore glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s.” 

(1 Corinthians 6:18-20) 

You may think you are enjoying yourself but 

you are waging a very serious war against your 

destiny. And this is a war that may not end in 

your generation but may continue after you.  

Those who disobey their parent are opposing 

themselves. In Ephesians 6:1, the Bible says, 
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‘Children obey your parents in the Lord for this is 

right, honour thy father and mother… live long on 

the earth”. When you disobey your parent then 

you are writing letter to premature death. 

Those seeking worldly pleasure shall be left 

behind. In 1 Timothy 5:6, the Bible says, “She that 

liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.” 

Those who battle against the word of the Lord 

are opposing themselves. The word of God is not 

tolerant against iniquity. It does not tolerate iniq-

uity. It says, ‘Thy will be done on earth as it is 

done in heaven’, not as it is done in a magazine or 

TV or anywhere but as in heaven. The word of 

God will not adjust for you, it is you who has to 

adjust to it. If you run ahead of the word of God, it 

is you who must reverse and if you are behind, 

you must hasten to catch up with it.  

Are you fighting with the word of God? When 

you go against the clear teaching of the word of 

God, it is tantamount to suicide. Once the Bible 

says, ‘thou shall not’, it means ‘thou shall not’. 

Instead of some people to sit down and memorize 

the Bible, confess it and speak it, they run here and 

there to meet prophets without honour. You need 

to know the word of God and digest it so that your 

profiting may appear to all. 
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Another group of those likely to be left behind 

are those who follow the majority to do evil. The 

Bible says, “Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall 

not be unpunished” (Proverbs 11:21). The fact that 

most people are committing a sin will not make the 

sin less sinful or make it become the right thing to 

do. The admonition is “thou shall not follow the 

multitude to do evil” (Exodus 23:2). Majority are not 

always right. God has never ruled or win a battle 

by majority. In the book of Judges, there was a war 

between Israel and the Midianites. And Gideon 

gathered the people for war. “And the Lord  said 

unto Gideon, the people that are with thee are too many 

for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel 

vaunt themselves against me, saying, mine own hand 

hath saved me” (Judges 7:2). The forces gathered to 

fight the Israelites include the Midianites and the 

Amalekites and the children of the east. Israel was 

outnumbered. But God said the army of Israel 

should be reduced.  The final figure approved by 

God was three hundred men and by this he gave 

victory to the children of Israel. It is nothing with 

God to win with few or many. God is not 

impressed or handicapped with numbers. 

You will need to stop those things that you are 

involved in simply because majority believed in it 
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and are doing it. You need to sit down and come 

to terms with your maker, not with the majority. 

Jesus said, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think 

ye have eternal life” (John 5:39).  Be like the Berean 

for once; check your belief. For the Bereans are a 

people who admired and respected Apostle Paul, 

yet cross referenced the gospel news delivered to 

them by the Apostle. After Paul had preached, 

they would go back and check the scripture. Are 

you checking out the things that pertain to eternal 

life? Or are you doing things because of the 

pressure of the people? In John 1:13, the Bible says, 

that those accepted in the kingdom are those that 

were “not born of the flesh, nor of the will of man nor 

of the will of the blood but of God” (John 1:13).  

Remember Saul; he followed the majority and 

lost the kingdom. In 1 Samuel 13:12, Saul said, 

‘because I saw the people were scattered from me, 

and the Philistines will come down upon me....I 

force myself therefore and offered the burnt offer-

ing’. He did what he was not empowered to do 

and the consequence was loss of confidence by 

Samuel, which marked the beginning of his fall. Be 

like Jesus (John 6:66). His attitude is, if the people 

depart, let them depart. The people departed from 

him and he demanded complete loyalty from the 
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others. He was not satisfied with uncommitted 

followers. Are you forcing yourself to do things 

you do not believe in because of the presence of 

your peers or people around you? 

Another group likely to be left behind are 

those who trust in their riches. Those who think 

spending for God will remove their sin or make 

God to turn the other side. Listen, when you 

spend for God, He will repay you. He does not 

owe anybody and remember what you sow is 

what you will reap. Paying your tithes and offer-

ing does not mean you love God or that you will 

be raptured at His second coming. God will 

rebuke the devourer for your sake and open the 

windows of heaven for you to receive the abun-

dance you are craving for but that does not under-

score the fact that you love him or that he has 

approved of you. He did not say give me your 

money; He requests for your life. Have you given 

your life to him? The fact that you spend money 

for him is not an indication that you have given 

him your life, just as it is clear that it is not all that 

pray that have given their lives to him. Even 

armed robbers pray to God for successful opera-

tions. So, the Bible says, the prayer of the wicked 

is an abomination to the Lord. The Bible went 
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further to state that the sacrifice of the wicked is 

also an abomination. The fact that something is 

popular does not make it right. Spending for God 

or paying tithes regularly if taken on a stand- 

alone basis, will not take anyone to His abode. 

Another group that are likely to be left behind 

are those that are dead. In John 11:38-44, the Bible 

recorded the comeback story of Lazarus. Lazarus 

was dead and needed to be awakened. There is 

only one major thing wrong with many people of 

the world today; they are dead. Many are dead 

and are still going about walking, not knowing 

that they are dead. It is a common sight to see 

dead men eating and drinking; it is a common 

sight to see dead men laughing and crying. Many 

dead people are getting married every Saturday. 

The Bible says, “I know thy works, that thou hast a 

name that thou livest, and art dead” (Revelation 3:1). 

In 1Timothy 2:5, the Bible says, “But she that liveth 

in pleasure is dead while she liveth.” 

This is saying that by the time we are carrying 

people to the burial ground, they were dead years 

ago. Many are physically alive but do not assume 

that they are also spiritually alive. The father of 

the prodigal son told the elder brother who was 

complaining, that “it is good that we make merry and 
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be glad for this thy brother was dead and is alive 

again.” As far as the boy was concerned, he was 

enjoying life but as far as the father was con-

cerned, the boy was dead. 

The first sign to a medical practitioner that a 

person is dead is that he loses the appetite for 

food. Dead men have no appetite, no feeling of 

hunger. No matter how delicious the food is, it is 

of no use because he is dead. So, one of the signs 

of spiritual death is lack of appetite. This does not 

include lack of appetite for Church or dancing in 

the church or singing.  

Lazarus had only one problem, but it was a big 

problem. Only one thing was wrong with Lazarus, 

he was dead. Popularity is irrelevant when a 

person is dead. Being handsome is irrelevant 

when a person is dead. Beauty has no value for a 

woman when she is dead. Academic qualification 

is irrelevant once a person is dead. In fact, to be 

quite honest, all things we hold dear lose their 

value when a person is dead. All those things that 

we count to be important lose their attraction 

when death comes. 

A man of God was ministering in a church and 

a highly educated man was there. When the 

preacher finished the sermon, the educated man 
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asked him a question; ‘Since the last one hour, you 

have been talking about load of sin, heavy load; 

load of sin; I do not feel any load on my head’. The 

preacher asked him, ‘if you put a heavy load on a 

person that is dead, would the dead man feel it?’ 

He replied, no. The preacher asked him why and 

he answered, ‘because he is dead’. He turned to 

him and said, likewise, the reason why you cannot 

feel the load of sin is because you are dead. 

Many are confusing church with God. Being in 

church is not the same as being in Christ. You can 

have an appetite for Church but without an appetite 

for God. Lack of appetite for God means no spiritual 

appetite and that means death.  Once you notice 

that the Bible is boring to you, though Jesus said it is 

more important than our daily bread, the smell of 

death is not far. There are people that are not 

interested in any form of Bible study; not even the 

daily guide. They have Bible but they do not read it. 

Many go to Church but they have no appetite for 

the word of God or prayer. To be dead does not 

imply not going to Church only. It is possible to be 

jumping up and say ‘preachers, preach it’ but if you 

cannot receive the kind of word that will change 

your life, that will make you go on your knees and 

cry for a change in your life, you are dead. 
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It is easy to know whether you are dead or 

alive. Check on your appetite for the word of God. 

When last did you sit down and you read ten 

chapters of the scriptures nonstop. Do you find it 

easy to read the Bible the same way you read your 

comic magazine? Some even go to Church without 

a Bible! Others come to church with their bible but 

they do not open it. They are dead. Thousands of 

people go to Church with no appetite for the God 

of the Church. 

When Lazarus was alive he was an active man; 

but the moment he died, the activity ceased. The 

same thing happens when a person is dead; they 

cannot point to one thing they are doing for Jesus. 

Once your life is not invested in doing something 

for Jesus, you are dead. Complete absence of activ-

ity is a signal of death. Once your life is not invested 

in the things of the Kingdom, you are dead. 

Lack of activity on your part is a sign of death, 

which means there are plenty of dead pastors, 

plenty of dead churches that are filled with 

corpses of human bones. Mary and Martha loved 

Lazarus but when he died, he was not aware of 

their love. Dead men are unmoved by tears; dead 

men are totally insensitive to what is going on 

around them. There is no awareness by a dead 



Walking with God 190 

man. Dead men are insensitive to what is going on 

around them. There is only one thing that a dead 

man needs and that singular thing is life. 

The place of your spiritual deadness can be 

discerned from your daily routine. You wake up 

in the morning no prayer, deadness; no quiet time, 

deadness; no communication with your Father, 

deadness. Your daily routine shows clearly 

whether you are dead or alive. The only time you 

pray is when you have a bad dream. So, we can 

tell your deadness by your daily routine. 

The first thing that Lazarus did when he heard 

‘come forth’ was that he stopped living among the 

dead. When you hear the voice of God now, what 

are you going to do? Many intelligent men and 

women are caught in the web of adultery and 

fornication and they are so intricately involved 

that they do not know the way out. Do you still 

keep a girl friend somewhere or are you associated 

with a strange woman who is bearing children for 

you secretly, you are a dead person. You may 

even be a regular church goer or leader in the 

church; if you are committing any kind of immor-

ality, you are a dead person. The Bible says,  

“....I discerned among the youths, a young 
man void of understanding, passing through 
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the street near her corner; and he went the 
way to her house, in the twilight, in the 
evening, in the black and dark night: and, 
behold, there met him a woman with the 
attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart. (She is 
loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her 
house: Now is she without, now in the 
streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.) So 
she caught him, and kissed him, and with an 
impudent face said unto him, I have peace 
offerings with me; this day have payed my 
vows. Therefore came I forth to meet thee, 
diligently to seek thy face, and I have found 
thee. I have decked my bed with coverings 
of tapestry, with carved works, with fine 
linen of Egypt. I have perfumed my bed with 
myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. Come, let us 
take our fill of love until the morning: let us 
solace ourselves with loves.” 

(Proverbs 7:7-18) 

It went on in Proverbs 7:21-27: 

“With her much fair speech she caused him 
to yield, with the flattering of her lips she 
forced him. He goeth after her straightaway, 
as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool 
to the correction of the stocks; till a dart 
strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to 
the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his 
life. Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye 
children, and attend to the words of my 
mouth. Let not thine heart decline to her 



Walking with God 192 

ways, go not astray in her paths. For she 
hath cast down many wounded: yea, many 
strong men have been slain by her. Her 
house is the way to hell, going down to the 
chambers of death”.  

(Proverbs 7:21-27) 

Any one patronizing prostitutes of any cate-

gory (educated, refined or crude) is a dead person. 

When you tell lies or you are stealing to get rich or 

you are engaged in the business of selling your 

body to get rich, you are a dead person. 

When you consult and patronize those with 

familiar spirits, witchcraft spirits or you are a 

Lodge member of an occult group, you are a dead 

person. In the book of Ephesians 5:14, Apostle 

Paul said, “Wherefore he saith awake thou that 

sleepeth and arise from the dead and Christ shall give 

you light” In 1 Timothy 5:6, the Bible says, “But she 

that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.” 

When you give your life to pleasure, leisure and 

entertainment, you are dead while you are living.  

In Romans 8:6, the Bible says, “For to be carnally 

minded is death but to be spiritually minded is life and 

peace” Carnal mind is deadness and if all you think 

about is how to get rich, how to make it quick, 

how to get houses and cars; you are a dead 

person. When your life is scattered and you 
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hanker after those things that the unbelievers run 

after, you are dead. Unfortunately, if the deadness 

is not arrested, this is where it will end up.  

 “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the books were opened: 
and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life: and the dead were judged out 
of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works. And the sea 
gave up the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered up the dead which 
were in them: and they were judged every 
man according to their works. And death 
and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is 
the second death. And whosoever (Pastor, 
Minister, Choir leader, worker), was not 
found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire.”  

(Revelation 20:12-15) 

Many living corpses are bound going straight 

for the second death. You need to sit down and 

ask yourself some question. Am I allowing the 

enemy to dictate the pace of my prayer or am I 

praying because I want the power of God in my 

life? Anyone who tells you to condone a sinful life-

style because there is mercy, is not telling you the 

whole truth. Mercy, as recognized in the Bible, is 

practical and not a woolly affair. God has stan-

dards and He will not vary it for anyone. Mercy is 
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not an arbitrary thing; it is based on certain 

unchangeable principles. 

There is a curious passage directly related to 

the coming of the Lord. It paints a picture of the 

coming judgement in an unusual way and chal-

lenged all believers to awake out of the slumber 

into which majority have fallen.  

In Ezekiel 9:1-6, the Prophet recorded the 

following conversation for our instruction. He 

said, 

“He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, 
saying, Cause them that have charge over 
the city to draw near, even every man with 
his destroying weapon in his hand. And 
behold, six men came from the way of the 
higher gate, which lieth toward the North, 
and every man a slaughter weapon in his 
hand; and one man among them was 
clothed with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by 
his side: and they went in and stood beside 
the brazen altar. And the glory of the God of 
Israel was gone up from the cherub, where 
upon he was, to the threshold of the house. 
And he called to the man with linen, which 
had the writer’s inkhorn by his side; and the 
Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of 
the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and 
set a mark upon the foreheads of the men 
that sigh and that cry for all the abomina-
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tions that be done that cry for all the abomi-
nation that be done in the midst thereof. 
And to the others he said in mine hearing, 
Go ye after him through the city, and smite: 
let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: 
slay utterly old and young, both maids, and 
little children, and women: but come not 
near any man upon whom is the mark; and 
begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at 
the ancient men which were before the 
house.” 

(Ezekiel 9:1-6) 

By this passage, it is not enough to be a church

-goer or leader; it is not enough to be reading your 

Bible; it is not enough to mind your business. You 

must be concerned with the lifestyle of the people 

in your environment. Those who choose to ignore 

the happenings around them and fail to give 

warning to those wallowing in sin will partake of 

the punishment of sinners. When sinners are 

comfortable around us and we make them feel nothing 

is amiss by their waywardness; it is counted against us. 

We must weep for their lawlessness; we must 

protest their lewdness; we must shout against 

corruption and weep, if necessary, to counter the 

insurgence of sin in our society. Sinners must no 

longer be at ease. We must speak against ungodli-

ness wherever it is found or practiced.  
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Many are eating, drinking and sharing ungodly 

jokes with those living in open sin. They are 

befriending the world and going to Church; all at 

the same time. They never preach to their sinner 

friends because they place a premium on their 

friendship and cannot afford to court their dis-

pleasure. They are laughing over a bottle of coke 

while their friends are drinking poison. Many 

allow their homes and their beds to be used by 

their sinner friends to commit iniquities. Many are 

covering up the sins of others. They are not prac-

tising the sinful habits themselves, but they have 

pleasure in them that do so.  

Believers are admonished “neither be partakers of 

other men’s sins: keep thyself pure” (1 Timothy 5:22). 

Many chose to ignore and condone the sinful 

habits of sinner friends, so that they will not be 

called fanatics. They are running with the hunters 

and playing with the hares. They are companion of 

fools and should not expect to escape the coming 

damnation. 

Christians are required to take a stand against 

virtual immorality or be condemned with the world. 

Only those shedding tears for the decadence of the 

world would escape the pending judgment. As 

carrier of light, darkness must give way once we 
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appear. It is a tragedy for darkness to overwhelm 

the light of God in our lives. 

The mantra therefore for believers in our own 

generation is to take heed. The Bible says, “wherefore 

let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he falls” (1 

Corinthians 10:13). It means that no matter how 

high you are, there is the possibility of crashing. No 

matter how anointed you are or how long you have 

been a Christian, there is a possibility that you 

might crash. The word take heed means ‘be careful’, 

‘be watchful’, ‘be cautious’, ‘be vigilant’, ‘be 

observant’. Twenty years of serving the Lord could 

be rubbished by the devil in a moment. And 

according to the Bible, all the good works done in 

those years would be wasted and vanish.  

Some people have a false sense of security that 

makes them to feel at ease and if the person is not 

careful he will gradually become familiar with sin 

and little by little such a person will become a 

habitual sinner. He will gradually go back to those 

things that he had forsaken. He would not be 

bothered by sin anymore. The Bible says “If I build 

again the things which I once destroyed I have become a 

transgressor” (Galatians 2:18). 

The way to a victorious Christian life is filled 

with valleys, mountains and thorns. Christianity is 
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not a one hundred metre dash. It is a marathon. 

There are different kinds of believers travelling on 

that road day and night, and many are failing. 

Failure, however is a gradual process. Before a 

person fails finally, he must have started failing 

little by little until the final failure overtakes him 

or her. When you start to miss your prayer time, 

quiet time, and fellowship hour there is a problem. 

When you go several days without fellowship, 

prayer and Bible studies, you are looking for trou-

ble. When you begin to watch what you should 

not be watching, going to places you should not be 

going to, reading what you should not read, copy-

ing a lifestyle that you should not copy, there will 

be problems. 

If you find that you are becoming proud and 

unteachable, take heed. When you begin to avoid 

all night prayer meetings and you are doing more 

of worrying instead of praying and standing in the 

presence of the Lord, take heed. When you find 

that your zeal is waning, take heed. When you are 

beginning to compromise your dressing, take 

heed. When you cannot maintain your stand 

because of what people will say, take heed. 

Temptation is not sin even our Lord Jesus was 

tempted but he did not fall. The Bible says, “For we 
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have not an high priest which cannot be touched with 

the feeling of our infirmities but was on all points 

tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 

4:15). Yielding to one temptation can alter your 

destiny forever. Every temptation that comes your 

way could be either an opportunity to get closer to 

God or go farther away from him. Our greatest 

temptation comes to us when we are off duty as 

Christians. Take heed! 

The question now is: are present-day Chris-

tians ready for the rapture? We have Christians 

dressing and copying the dance-steps of the 

world. Jerry-curled hair-styled brothers and men 

wearing earrings also preaching and dancing and 

singing melodious songs. In some churches, you 

cannot really say whether it is a disco hall or the 

house of God. Christians no longer have godly 

sorrow or shed tears when they commit sin. Many 

are committing abortion and taking bribes without 

even thinking about it. If you are in a Church 

where they do not tell you that a little sin could 

make you miss the rapture, then you are in the 

wrong church. The Bible says two will be on the 

bed, the trumpet will sound; one will be taken, the 

other left. Two people, walking in company, one 

will be taken and the other left. 
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One of the greatest tragedies is for somebody 

who claims to be serving the Lord not to hear the 

trumpet. If the Lord says time up, everybody come 

up. Are you ready? After the rapture takes place, 

reactions will be so terrible for the people on earth. 

It will be a terrible thing to be left behind after the 

rapture. Immediately, after the rapture, the posi-

tion of men would change so dramatically that the 

Bible says, “And in those days shall men seek death, 

and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death 

shall flee from them” (Revelation 9:6).  

The Bible says,  

“And the kings of the earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, 
and the mighty men, and every bondman, and 
every free man, hid themselves in the dens 
and in the rocks of the mountains; and said to 
the mountains and rocks, fall on us, and hide 
us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for 
the great day of his wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand?”  

(Revelation 6:15-17) 

It will be a great tragedy if at the end of the day 

you are nowhere to be found. If you do not wish to 

be left behind, you have to prepare for the Lord’s 

coming. The world is a sinking ship; if you do not 

caution yourself, it will eventually lead you to ruin. 
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Our period here on earth is like probation to 

prepare us for heaven where Jesus is the King. If 

we fail the test and allow our heart to be over-

charged with eating and drinking then we leave 

the Master with no other choice than to reject us. 

Let us take time and ponder this wonderful hymn: 

When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound, 

And time shall be no more,  

And the morning breaks, eternal, bright and 
fair; 

When the saved of earth shall gather; 

Over on the other shore, 

And the roll is called yonder, I’ll be there. 

 

When the roll..... is called up yonder 

When the roll.....is called up yonder 

When the roll...is called up yonder 

When the roll is called up yonder, I’ll be there. 

 

On that bright and cloudless morning, 

When the dead in Christ shall rise, 

And the glory of His resurrection share, 

When His chosen ones shall gather, 

To their homes beyond the skies, 

And the roll is called up yonder, I’ll be there. 
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Let us labour for the Master from, 

The dawn till setting sun, 

Let us talk of all His wondrous love and cares; 

Then when all of life is over, and 

Our work on earth is done, 

And the roll is called up yonder, I’ll be there. 

I know you can sing this hymn powerfully and 

wonderfully but now without pretence, answer for 

yourself, will you be there? 
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6 
 

BE PREPARED!  
 
 
 
 

“But of that day and that hour knoweth no 
man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father. Take ye 
heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when 
the time is. For the Son of man is as a man 
taking a far journey, who left his house, and 
gave authority to his servants, and to every 
man his work, and commanded the porter to 
watch. Watch ye therefore: for ye know not 
when the master of the house cometh, at 
even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, 
or in the morning. Lest coming suddenly he 
find you sleeping. And what I say unto you I 
say unto all, Watch.”  

(Mark 13:32-37) 

“And while they went to buy, the bride-
groom came; and they that were ready went 
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in with him to the marriage: and the door 
was shut.”  

(Matthew 25:10) 

T he emphasis here is on ‘and they that were 

ready went in with him’. Some are not ready for 

love. Some are not ready for opportunity. Some 

are not ready for life. Some are not ready for 

death. Some are not ready for eternity. I remember 

the story of the fisherman boy. Early in life his 

father had taught him how to swim like others. 

But unlike many of his colleagues, he was taught 

to do many styles in swimming. Particularly diffi-

cult for the boy was the art of swimming in circles. 

For many years the father continued the training 

unabated. And while, his other colleagues will be 

playing football and scrabble and cracking jokes, 

the boy will be put into water to perfect the art of 

swimming in a circle. He felt oppressed and he 

did not like it.  

One day, he confronted his father and 

complained bitterly of how he was being treated 

and not allowed to play like the others. The father 

answered him calmly; “I am preparing you for the 

storm.” The boy was not satisfied, he retorted, 

‘daddy, we have been fishing all these years and 
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there had never been a storm’. The father put his 

hands on his shoulder and said “My boy, my boy, 

there may be no storm for years but one day the 

storm will come and when it comes, those who 

are not prepared will pay the price. And there is 

only one price that the unprepared will pay and 

that is their lives” Grudgingly, the boy continued 

the practice. 

Many years passed and the fisherman boy had 

grown to become a man. His father has long since 

died. Then one day, he and his colleagues went on 

a fishing expedition and without warning, the 

cloud became dark and the storm came. Their 

boats were torpedoed and they all began to swim 

but the storm did not abate. 

When the storm finally abated, the villagers 

sent a rescue boat to the fishing expedition team at 

sea. When they arrived, they met only a man at 

sea, the fisher man boy, swimming; how, in a 

circle. As he climbed wearily into the rescue boat, 

he remembered his father’s immortal words “the 

storm may not come for years but one day it will 

come and when it comes, those who are not 

prepared will pay the price of unpreparedness and 

there is no other price to pay than with their 

lives.” The boy had seen how one by one, his other 
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colleagues could not survive the long hours of the 

storm, and he saw them dropped into the sea one 

after the other, dead.  

Jesus said, “so shall it be on the day that the Son of 

man will come.” Many will be eating and drinking, 

they will be getting married and having fun, then 

the end will come. Many would have forgotten all 

about his promise to return, but one day, the King 

of kings shall return and those who are not 

prepared will pay the price. They may be laughing 

at you now when they see you read your Bible, 

they may be laughing at you now when they see 

you praying, they may be laughing at you, when 

they see you going to worship but one day, they 

will regret their practice of forgetting God. The 

Bible says, “The wicked shall be turned to hell and all 

the nations that forget God” (Psalm 9:17). 

In Amos 4:12, the Bible says, “Therefore thus will 

I do unto thee, O Israel: and because I will do this unto 

thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Israel.” God always 

says what he will do and does what he says. And 

because he will do what he says, your part is to 

prepare. In Ezekiel 36:36, God said, “I the Lord have 

spoken it, and I will do it.”  

In Hebrews 12:25, Apostle Paul admonishes 

us:  
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“See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. 
For if they escaped not who refused him 
that speaketh on earth, much more shall we 
not escape, if we turn away from him that 
speaketh from heaven”  

(Hebrews 12:25) 

God is letting us know that we have opportu-

nity to prepare. The word, ‘prepare’, means to get 

ready. It means to foresee problem, and to prepare 

to meet it. It means to be properly equipped. God 

is wiser than us and he knows what he is going to 

do. Not all applicants for job are ready to attend 

an interview, now. Not everybody is ready to see 

the President of a country as they are now. Some 

will say give me time to change and be ready.  So 

when God says, “Prepare to meet me” we should 

take the invitation very seriously. 

Meeting God is an appointment you cannot 

cancel. It is an inevitable meeting. We are from 

God and we are going back to God. A day is 

coming when you will meet God, it may be soon, 

it may be later. But a day is coming when you will 

stand before God. We will not meet God as a 

group because we came differently. Whosoever 

you are and wherever you are going, a day is 

coming when you will honour this appointment. It 

is not you that fixes the date of the appointment. 
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God is the one that fixes the appointment. There is 

a day you will meet God and you cannot alter it or 

postpone it. God says prepare to meet me. God 

knows what he expects from you and he is saying 

get ready.  

Many people prepare for many things. Before 

going out each day, you wash your body and your 

mouth and you prepare for the event of the day. 

That is a good preparation but it is inferior 

compared to meeting God. Some people prepared 

to marry; they do a lot of things for marriage. They 

save money, they travel, and they buy clothes. 

What are they doing- preparing to get married. 

This also is an inferior preparation. Some prepare 

to buy cars. They save much as they prepare to 

buy a new car. Some prepare to buy a house and 

some are preparing for retirement. Some prepare 

for their children’s wedding. Some even prepare 

for death by writing their will. All of those are 

different kinds of preparation. The preparation we 

are talking about is a preparation to meet God and 

it is the highest preparation and you need to 

prepare for it because not all of us are ready. 

If God were to tell you to meet Him at a certain 

time, today, what will you tell him? John Wesley, 

was asked, ‘what will you do’? He replied ‘I will 
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just keep on doing what I have been doing’. In 

other words, he was ready. Not all, unfortunately, 

are ready. Many are not ready because they have 

not prepared to do what they should do.  

You need to know that as the day of His 

coming draws nearer, there shall be a general and 

pervasive unpreparedness to receive the king. The 

King is delaying in coming, therefore, many will 

sleep like the virgins, and many will be commit-

ting open sin and suddenly he will arrive. Jesus 

said, “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of 

many shall wax cold” (Matthew 24:12). 

I dare say that the essence of receiving advance 

information is in the preparation. A man that will 

not prepare though warned in advance, has done 

himself a disservice. In the book of Genesis 4:6, 

God warned Cain: 

“And the Lord said unto Cain, why art thou 
wroth? And why is thy countenance fallen? If 
thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? 
And if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the 
door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and 
thou shalt rule over him. And Cain talked 
with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, 
when they were in the field, that Cain rose 
up against Abel his brother, and slew him” 

(Genesis 4:6) 



Walking with God 210 

Cain was warned that sin was at the door and 

its desire was for him but Cain did not take the 

warning seriously. He later went ahead to kill his 

brother and became a vagabond. 

In Daniel 4:27, Daniel advised King Nebuchad-

nezzar. He gave him a preview of the judgment 

that was awaiting him because of his refusal to 

give glory to God. Daniel said,  

“Wherefore, O King, let my counsel be 
acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins 
by righteousness, and thine iniquities by 
shewing mercy to the poor; if it may be a 
lengthening of thy tranquilty.” 

(Daniel 4:27) 

King Nebuchadnezzar was adamant in his 

pride. The Bible says, 

“All this came upon the king Nebuchadnez-
zar. At the end of twelve months he walked 
in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. 
The king spake, and said, Is not this great 
Babylon, that I have built for the house of 
the kingdom by the might of my power, and 
for the honour of my majesty? While the 
word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a 
voice from heaven, saying, O King 
Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; the 
Kingdom is departed from thee. And they 
shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling 
shall be with the beasts of the field: they 
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shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and 
seven times shall pass over thee, until thou 
know that the most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will. The same hour was 
the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: 
and he was driven from men, and did eat 
grass as oxen, and his body was wet with 
the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown 
like eagles feathers, and his nails like the 
birds’ claws.” 

(Daniel 4:28-33) 

He was warned in a dream and by the prophet 

of God, Daniel, to desist from pride. He took the 

warning lightly and suffered the consequence. He 

became an animal and dwelt in the forest for 

seven years until he learnt his lessons in humility. 

In Mathew 26:31-34, the Bible says, 

“Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be 
offended because of me this night: for it is 
written, I will smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 
But after I am risen again, I will go before 
you into Galilee. Peter answered and said 
unto him, Though all men shall be offended 
because of thee, yet will I never be 
offended. Jesus said unto him, verily I say 
unto thee, that this night, before the cock 
crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. Peter said 
unto him, though I should die with thee, yet 
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will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the 
disciples.” 

(Matthew 26:31-35) 

The Lord told the disciples that they all shall 

be offended in him that night. He addressed Peter, 

in particular, and said unto Peter “Verily I say unto 

thee, that this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt 

deny me thrice.” Peter heard as well as the other 

disciples but they made light of it. They all 

chorused and said that it cannot happen, that they 

should deny their Master. Peter even added that 

he was ready to die rather than deny Him. But the 

Master was specific. He said, three times, Peter, 

not any other person, would deny him and that 

this would happen before the cock crew. 

The following verses spoke eloquently of what 

happened to Peter on account of his failure to take 

advantage of this advance warning, given to him 

in the presence of all the other disciples. 

“Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a 
damsel came unto him, saying, thou also 
wast with Jesus of Galilee. But he denied 
before them all, saying, I know not what thou 
sayest. And when he was gone out into the 
porch, another maid saw him, and said unto 
them that were there, this fellow was also 
with Jesus of Nazareth. And again he denied 
with an oath, I do not know the man. And 
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after awhile came unto him they that stood 
by, and said to Peter, surely thou also art one 
of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee. 
Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, 
I know not the man. And immediately the 
cock crew. And Peter remembered the word 
of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the 
cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he 
went out, and wept bitterly.” 

(Matthew 26:69-75) 

The bitter weeping could have been avoided, if 

Peter had taken heed unto the warning and 

prepared. Many have heard of the second coming of 

Christ and they are making light of it. They are in 

the same boat with Cain, with Nebuchadnezzar and 

Peter and are likely to weep bitterly on that day. 

In John 14:1-2, Jesus said, 

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go to prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.” 

(John 14:1-2) 

The Lord, conscious of his imminent depar-

ture, told the disciples that He is coming again. He 

told them that his mission for returning to base 
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was to prepare a place for them so that where He 

is; the faithful may be also. He is coming back to 

take with him a Church without spot or wrinkle, a 

spotless bride. It therefore behoves us, as the 

would-be bride, to prepare for His coming. The 

people of God must awake to righteousness and 

stop sinning. The Bible says, 

“And that, knowing the time, that now it is 
high time to awake out of sleep: for now is 
our salvation nearer than when we believed. 
The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let 
us therefore cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armour of light. Let us 
walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting 
and drunkenness, not in chambering and 
wantonness, not in strife and envying. But 
put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts 
thereof.” 

(Romans 13:11-14) 

Sin contaminates and makes us unacceptable 

in His presence. Sin, we must realize, degrades 

and disgraces everyone associated with it. It 

lowers our personality and sinks our reputation. 

It ruins our character and abases the nobles. 

None should cover his sin for everything is open 

unto him with whom we have to deal (Hebrews 

4:13). We are to confess and forsake our sins to be 
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acceptable to him. Those who have not benefited 

from his first coming, those who are not born 

again, cannot expect to benefit from his second 

coming. To benefit from His first coming, we 

must repent of our sin and accept Jesus Christ as 

our Lord and Saviour. We must accept Him as 

the only sure propitiation for our sins. Only those 

born again can expect to rapture or resurrect to 

righteousness when he comes. We are to prepare 

for the coming of the Lord. The unsaved are to 

accept him by confessing their sins and living for 

Him. Those who are already saved are to 

continue living right, if they want to end up well. 

A backsliden Christian has no inheritance with 

the Lord. 

Having instructed us in the certainty of the 

Lord’s return and of coming judgment (2 Peter 

3:10-14), Peter goes on to declare the effect this 

should have upon the lives of Christians. He said, 

“Seeing then, that all these things shall be dissolved, 

what manner of persons ought ye to be?” (2 Peter 

3:11). He was counselling diligence on the part of 

the hearers; diligence in preparation; for the 

coming of the Lord draws near. 

The first step in preparation for the coming of 

the Lord is self examination. In Matthew 26:20-23, 
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the Bible recorded the event preceding the cruci-

fixion of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

“Now when the even was come, he sat 
down with the twelve. And as they did eat, 
he said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you 
shall betray me. And they were exceeding 
sorrowful, and began every one of them to 
say unto him, Lord, is it I? And he answered 
and said, He that dippeth his hand with me 
in the dish, the same shall betray me.” 

(Matthew 26:20-23) 

They could have said to themselves; I think I 

know who Master Jesus is talking about. He must 

be addressing himself to Peter; that petulant fellow 

who is fond of always interjecting when Master is 

talking. Or possibly he is talking of Bartholomew 

or Simeon. Rather, they said individually, Master is 

it I? Could it be me? One of the greatest tasks 

before everyone is the issue of self-examination. 

The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 11:28-32, 

“But let a man examine himself, and so let 
him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, 
not discerning the Lord’s body. For this cause 
many are weak and sickly among you, and 
many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, 
we should not be judged. But when we are 
judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that 
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we should not be condemned with the 
world.”  

(1 Corinthians 11:28-32) 

An added advantage that Christians have is 

that when we come together to eat at the Lord’s 

Table, it affords us a great opportunity to do one 

thing: to examine ourselves; not others. In Gala-

tians 6:3-4, the Bible says,  

“For if a man think himself to be something, 
when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 
But let every man prove his own work, and 
then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, 
and not in another.” 

(Galatians 6:3-4) 

In Matthew 7:3-5, the task of self-examination 

was put in context by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

“And why beholdest thou the mote that is in 
thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the 
beam that is in thy own eye? Or how wilt 
thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the 
mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam 
is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first 
cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and 
then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the 
mote out of thy brother’s eye.” 

(Matthew 7:3-5) 

The first thing is self-examination; it is always 

the first thing to do. Before you embark on judging 
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others, the first thing to do is to examine yourself. 

Similarly, in 2 Corinthians 13:5, the Bible says, 

“Examine yourself, whether ye be in the faith; prove 

your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how 

that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates.” 

The first thing you need to learn to do is to 

examine yourself from time to time in many areas 

with reference to various things. You must learn 

how to examine yourself. The word ‘examine’ is a 

legal word, which denotes the preliminary investi-

gation for gathering evidence in a criminal proce-

dure. When you examine yourself, you are investi-

gating yourself because you want to gather evi-

dence that needs to be dealt with. 

To examine, means to investigate, to search, to 

inquire carefully, to prove, to test. You need to 

learn to examine yourself, if you will learn to deal 

with hindrances to success. Whatever you cannot 

identify, you cannot remove. Until you know it, you 

cannot deal with it. To deal with it, you have to 

discover it. To discover it, you have to examine it. 

Individually, we need to examine ourselves. There 

must be a careful sitting down to examine, so that 

we can gather vital evidence that indicate what is 

standing in the way of success. We must give self-

examination the prime of place in our lives 
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because the Bible says in Jeremiah 17:9-10, 

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it? I the 
Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even to 
give every man according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings.” 

(Jeremiah 17:9-10) 

A major reason for examination is because the 

coming of the Lord is near and we do not want to 

be caught unawares and napping on that day.  

Again, if you do not examine yourself from 

time to time, you are not obedient to the word of 

God. In Lamentations 3:40, the Bible says “Let us 

search and try our ways, and turn again to the 

LORD” So if you do not do it, you are not a doer of 

the word. If it is of no use, God will not command 

it. It is not the hearers of the word that are 

commended but he that doeth it. Self-examination 

is the Father’s will. It is the Father’s delight. 

More importantly, if we do not examine our-

selves, we give God no other choice than to exam-

ine us. The first choice of God is that we examine 

ourselves but if we fail to do this, then, He has to 

do it. There was a king named Belshazzar in Daniel 

5. A finger wrote on the wall declaring; ‘you have 

been weighed in the balance and found wanting’. 
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He did not examine himself and God has to do it. 

The Bible says, “Humble yourself in the sight of the 

Lord, that He may exalt you in due season” If you fail 

to humble yourself, God will humiliate you. 

Remember Nebuchadnezzar, he failed to humble 

himself and was thrown into the animal kingdom 

for seven years. In 1 Corinthians 11:28, the Bible 

says, “If we judge ourselves, we should not be judged.” 

If we do not examine ourselves, we give God no 

other option than to examine our lives.  

We need also to examine ourselves periodically. 

If we do not, others will begin to examine us 

because we did not examine ourselves. If you fail to 

look into the mirror early in the morning before 

going out and your tie is crooked, then people will 

have to point it out to you on the way. 

If we are going to succeed we need to program 

into our lives, process of self examination. When 

we identify it before it gets out of proportion then 

it is beneficial since you are able to help yourself 

before it gets out of hand. Even in the corporate 

world, a SWOT (an acronym for strength, weak-

ness, opportunities and threats) analysis is under-

taken from time to time. An analysis of the 

company’s strength and weaknesses along with 

the threats and opportunities would enable that 
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company to strengthen itself and take advantage 

of opportunities that abound in the environment. 

Many do not examine themselves because of 

what others are saying. Others may be saying you 

are doing well but remember, God does not see 

the way man sees. God told Samuel in 1 Samuel 

16:7, “But the Lord said unto Samuel, look not on his 

countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I 

have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; 

for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the 

Lord looketh on the heart.” 

Except what people are saying accord with 

what God is saying; it is of no use. The room for 

improvement is always there no matter what 

people are saying. There are some who do not 

know the gain of self-examination. They do not 

know the benefit of it.   

Listen, self-examination brings correction, re-

alignment, and re-focusing. In Psalm 119:59, the 

Bible says, “I thought on my ways and turned my feet 

to his testimony.” It does not allow things to degen-

erate. It does not allow the devil to take advantage 

of you. All these are vital things that come your 

way as a result of self-examination. We must 

always examine ourselves in the light of the scrip-

tures and ask pertinent question; such as, am I 
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ready for the coming of the Lord? Am I reading 

and studying my Bible as I should? Am I praying 

enough? Am I a true worshipper? Am I a foolish 

virgin? These are pertinent questions that a Chris-

tian must ask himself. 

Another reason why many do not examine 

themselves is because they are afraid of what they 

will discover when they do. There is nothing 

about us that God does not know already. The 

Psalmist says in 139:23-24, “Search me, O God, and 

know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see 

if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the 

way everlasting”. If God does not see anything in 

our lives that needs to be corrected, who else will? 

In Psalm 26:2, the Bible says, “Examine me, O Lord, 

and prove me; try my reins and my heart.” 

Some have certain strongly held beliefs about 

themselves which they do not want to be changed. I 

am a good church worker; I am a loyal person; but if 

you submit yourself to validation and examination 

you may not be as good as what you think you are. 

Your move can be right, your motive can be wrong. 

The eyes of God are too penetrating; it will percolate 

every area. The heart of man is deceitful above all 

things and desperately wicked only God can find it 

out. Others have their own way of knowing 
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whether they are doing well or not. They compare 

themselves with others. I am better than so and so. 

The Bible did not say we should compare ourselves 

with others. It says rather, 

“For we dare not make ourselves of the 
number, or compare ourselves with some 
that commend themselves: but they meas-
uring themselves by themselves, and com-
paring themselves among themselves, are 
not wise.”  

(2 Corinthians 10:12) 

The real benefit of self-examination is in the 

transformation it brings about in our lives if we 

choose to change. Beloved, we risk a repeat 

performance of the past except we change strat-

egy. If wishes were horses, even beggars would 

ride. Many of us have received enough good 

wishes to last us for a lifetime but listen, for those 

wishes to become horses you need to change strat-

egy. It has been said, that only an insane person 

will do the same thing over and over again and 

expect a different result. The simple answer to 

getting a different result from what you receive in 

the years gone by is a change in your strategy. We 

need to review our strategy and embrace new 

paradigms for our lives to bring us outstanding 

results. God’s strategy is still the same and simple; 
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Jesus said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and every other thing shall be added 

unto you” (Matthew 6:33). 

Our strategy should be to concentrate on the 

most important things in life. In Luke 10:41, Jesus 

said unto her, “Martha, Martha, one thing is needful 

and Mary has chosen that which shall not be taken from 

her.” It was a call for vigilant Christianity, a call to 

be serious and to wake up from slumber; to put 

first things first. What then are the most important 

things in life that we must accord priority, which if 

we neglect we risk failing.  

 Our Bible reading must take the prime of place 

(Joshua 1:8; Matthew 4:4, 2 Timothy 2:5). 

 Our prayer life must change. Jesus said, “Men 

ought always to pray and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). 

If Jesus had to pray, then we need to pray 

more. Prayer is the licence we give to heaven 

to intervene on our behalf. Jesus said, “Ask and 

ye shall be given, seek and ye shall find, knock and 

the door shall be open unto you” (Matthew 7:7). If 

you will pray one hour at night for one month 

you will be a different person. 

 Our fasting life must take priority - when you 

fast, you fast-track your life. Many Christian in 

our days now run away from fasting. Whether 
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we like it or not, we must live a fasted life. 

 Our acts of mercy or kindness must be 

doubled. Jesus said “Blessed are the merciful, for 

they shall obtain mercy” (Matthew 5:5). 

 Service to God, including evangelism, must 

take pre-eminence. The Bible says if they obey 

and serve him, “they shall spend their days in 

prosperity, and their years in pleasures” (Job 

36:11). 

 Obedience must be given priority (Isaiah 1:19, 

Jeremiah 11:4,7 and 1 Samuel 15:22-23). If there 

is anything that God values in our life, it is a 

life of total obedience in the things of God. 

 Lastly, we must live our lives with eternity in 

view. In whatever we do, the life hereafter 

must dictate the pace and the content. We 

must not live for now but for the future. 

The Psalmist cried “O God teach us to number 

our days that we may apply our hearts unto 

wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). If we want a new chapter 

in our life to open, we must begin to do those 

good things we have neglected in the past or that 

we have done half heartedly. We must pray mili-

tantly, live a fasted life and study the scriptures 

among other things. 
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The most important thing in life is not connec-

tions; the most important thing in life is not 

money; the most important thing in life is not 

beauty; the most important thing in life is not 

worldly achievements; the most important thing 

in life are those things you can take with you 

when in the end you die. If you continue in the old 

way, you will get the same result. It is highly rec-

ommended that we change our strategy for a 

better result.  

Human progress has always depended on the 

courage of one person to do things differently; one 

man who dared to be different from the rest. 

Daniel’s decision to be different brought him and 

his friends, fame and prominence. He acquired the 

spirit of excellence that qualified him to dine with 

kings and not mean men. 

We can theorize and say all manner of things 

about changing the world but the only way to 

change the world, is to change the men them-

selves. Listen, the price of progress is change. All 

that some people need to experience progress is a 

change in their lifestyle. May be, all you need is to 

stop complaining, stop backbiting, stop lazing 

around, break off some unprofitable associations 

and look up to God. May be all you need is to stop 
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that anger and change your attitude about people 

and about things. Probably, you do not need too 

much prayer to move forward but may be, you 

need to stop fighting and deal with the bitterness 

in your heart. 

History itself is a story of change. If everything 

just went on without change, no variation, it 

would be a one sentence word; “As it was in the 

beginning, so has it been; and forever will be.” Listen, 

we may not be able to alter the past but we can 

alter the future by changing the present. Yesterday 

is gone, its forgotten, tomorrow is just promissory 

note. It is today that you can change what will 

happen tomorrow. Anything that is not changing 

is not alive but dead. Change is the very essence of 

life. There are many that need to sit down, analyze 

their lives and choose to change. When you refuse 

to change, you are battling life itself.  

The law of change is the most powerful law of 

nature. When a life is changed, a world is 

changed. The sign of a good church is not the popula-

tion, but the number of those whose lives were changed. 

To get to where you have never been, physically, 

spiritually, financially, a change is needed. It is 

this lack of change in people that produced men 

that are talented but unsuccessful. If there is no 
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change in your life, there cannot be progress. The 

Bible says, “Moab hath been at ease from his youth, 

and he hath settled on his lees, and hath not been 

emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into 

captivity: therefore his taste remained in him, and his 

scent is not changed.”  

Here, we read the story of Moab. Moab has 

been at ease from his youth and has settled down 

on his lees. He has not been emptied from vessel to 

vessel; neither has he gone to captivity. Therefore, 

his taste remains in him and his scent is not 

changed. Moab has problems. He had lived a life of 

ease, he had settled on his lees, therefore his taste 

remained unchanged. His flavour remained unal-

tered. The long and short of the matter is that Moab 

has refused to change; therefore Moab stinks. 

Are you at ease, fully settled on your lees? 

Have your tastes changed or are you just the same 

year in, year out. When you do not cry out for 

change, it is like having an open wound and ap-

plying make-up to it. Jacob knew he needed a 

change, so he cried; “I will not let thee go, except 

thou bless me” (Genesis 32:26). The cry of Jabez was 

a cry for a change. He cried, “Oh that thou wouldest 

bless me indeed, that thou wouldest enlarge my coast, 

that thy hand might be with me, and keep me from evil 
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that it might not grieve me” (1 Chronicles 4:9-10). 

The cry of blind Bartimaeus was a cry for change. 

He shouted, “Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on 

me” (Mark 10:47). The cry of the widow in Luke 

18:1-8, was a cry for change. She kept on crying 

“Avenge me of mine adversaries” and though the 

judge would not for a while, afterwards he heark-

ened. Only you can cry for a change and the 

moment you have finished changing, it is finished. 

It is like someone bragging about her typing 

prowess in these days of computer. If you are not 

computer literate, your two hundred words per 

minute will not get you anywhere.  

Listen, tears and sweat taste alike, but whilst 

one attracts sympathy, the other leads to change. 

The gospel of Jesus is about change; translation 

from darkness to light. The Bible says, “Giving 

thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be 

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: who 

hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 

translated us into the kingdom of his dear 

Son” (Colossians 1:12-13). Abraham was called to 

move to a new location. Change was necessary 

because of the evil effect of negative environment. 

Elisha was a prosperous farmer but the day he 

heeded the call of Elijah, there was a change. 
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Your kind of friends reveals who you are. The 

way you speak to people tells us the kind of 

person you are. The way you spend your money 

tells us who you are. The kind of books you read 

tells us who you are. The kind of things you wear 

tells us who you are. Immediately you appear in a 

place, those who are spiritual will know who you 

are. When you dress in such a way to seduce 

others, it tells who you are. The kind of music you 

hear, the kind of television programmes you 

watch, tells us who you are. The kind of things 

you delight in, tells us who you are. Every life has 

a trumpet and that trumpet is blowing; if the 

trumpet of your life is uncertain, you will need to 

change. God’s message to you is this: change.  

It is not easy to be unselfish; that may be the 

area God wants you to change. It is not easy to 

admit that you are wrong; that may be the area 

God wants you to change. It is not easy to face 

mockery, with everybody laughing at you. Imme-

diately, the enemy discovers that what he is using 

against you is not working, he will back off. It is 

not easy to forgive and forget; that may be the 

change God is asking you to make now. Change is 

the very essence of life. You need to question those 

things you have been doing without change. The 
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person who never changes is a fool. Changing one 

thing about yourself per time will help you to 

reshape and re-focus your life. We cannot change 

our biological inheritance but we can change the 

kind of friends we keep. I know it is easy to cry 

than to change but the day you choose to change is 

the beginning of progress. 

A gentleman visiting a certain school gave out 

the information that he would give a prize to the 

student whose desk he found in the best order 

when he returned. “But when will you come?” 

some of them asked. That “I cannot tell,” was the 

answer. A little girl, who had been noted for her 

disorderly habits, announced that she meant to 

win the prize. “You,” her schoolmates laughed; 

“why your desk is always out of order.” “Oh! But I 

mean to clean it the first of every week.” “But 

suppose he should come at the end of the week?” 

someone asked. “Then I will clean it every morn-

ing.” “But he may come at the end of the day.” She 

said decidedly. “I’ll just keep it clean all the time.” 

So should it be with our conduct in relation to the 

promised return of our Lord.  

One of the great certainties taught in the Bible 

is that Christ is coming again, but we don’t know 

the exact time when it will take place. And thus, it 
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is important that we keep our lives clean and spot-

less. Apostle Peter stressed this as a pertinent 

issue. He said, 

“Nevertheless we, according to his promise, 
look for new heavens and new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, 
beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent that ye may be found of him in 
peace, without spot, and blameless.”  

(2 Peter 3:13-14) 

The account is given of a father whose busi-

ness took him away from home for weeks and 

months at a time. One day, as he was leaving, his 

little boy asked him, “when are you coming back, 

daddy?” the father replied, “When you see the 

green leaves of the trees running yellow and red 

and brown, you may know that I’m coming soon.” 

The little boy couldn’t understand dates, but he 

could see the trees put on their dresses of yellow 

and red and brown, he was very happy, for he 

knew his daddy’s coming was near.  

In a similar fashion, the Bible speaks of a 

number of conditions which will exist on earth 

preceding the return of the Lord, and surely these 

conditions are becoming more and more prevalent 

today. Jesus said, 
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“And there shall be signs in the sun, and in 
the moon, and in the stars; and upon the 
earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the 
sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts fail-
ing them for fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth: for 
the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And 
then shall they see the Son of man coming in 
a cloud with power and great glory. And 
when these things begin to come to pass, 
then look up, and lift up your heads; for your 
redemption draweth nigh.”  

(Luke 21:25-28) 

Dear friend, a day is coming when you will be 

all alone, no wife, no husband, no child, no friend, 

no colleague at work all alone. How fortunate you 

will be if you have Christ with you. He is the only 

one who promised to be with you always, even 

unto the end of the world (Matthew 28:20). If you 

are not intimate with him now that you have the 

opportunity, how lonely will you be on that day?  

Make no mistake about it; a time will come 

that you will be alone to face the truth about your-

self, devoid of all pretences and distractions of this 

world. Better get ready to confront yourself. A 

time is coming, how rapidly it approaches, that 

your friends, your wife, your husband, your other 

acquaintances and well wishers will be far away 
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from you; and you will be all alone. When such a 

time comes, only one person can offer you 

succour; His name is Jesus. He will be with you on 

condition that you were with him while you lived 

here on earth! 
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7 
 

GOING FORWARD 
 
 
 
 

I n Luke 13:22-23, the Bible says, “And he went 

through the cities and villages, teaching, and 

journeying toward Jerusalem. Then said one unto him, 

Lord, are there few that be saved?” 

This is a major question to address. The person 

who asked the question, whether male or female, 

we were not told. The name was not mentioned 

but the person asked a pertinent question. The 

person must have noted certain things in the 

teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ and became 

seriously troubled and agitated. So he or she 

asked, ‘Lord, are there few that be saved?’ The 

Master responded in unmistakeable term,  
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“And he said unto them, Strive to enter in at 
the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will 
seek to enter in, and shall not be able. When 
once the master of the house is risen up, and 
hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand 
without, and to knock at the door, saying, 
Lord, Lord, open to us; and he shall answer 
and say unto you, I know you not whence ye 
are. Then shall ye begin to say, We have 
eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou 
hast taught in our streets. But he shall say, I 
tell you, I know you not whence ye are; 
depart from me ye workers of iniquity.” 

(Luke 13:24-27) 

To strive is to struggle, to strive is to make 

every necessary effort, to strive is to try hard. It is 

apparent that many of those seeking to enter in 

and were not able, did not try enough. They did 

express a desire but it was not strong enough. 

They had a wish but that was all they had, a mere 

wish. They did not show enough commitment to 

enter. They know a little of the gospel to desire to 

enter. They go to church at least once a week. They 

dance and sing regularly in the church. They even 

invite others to come but it was still a wish. It 

could be they even preach but it was a mere wish 

to enter into the kingdom. The desire was not 

strong enough. They were like the five foolish 
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virgins. They made some preparations but it fell 

far short of ‘striving’ to enter into the kingdom. 

There was a school, which due to space 

constraints and limited training equipment, was 

compelled to enrol very few medical students. The 

school could therefore admit, not just a good 

student, but the best of the best. The students by 

every standard were good enough for admission 

but only the best of the best gained admission into 

this school. Not because the rest were not good 

enough but they were not the best. Not because 

they did not pass the qualifying examination, but 

they were not the best. A candidate could score 

98% and yet miss the admission. The facilities 

available in the school could support only twenty 

students and yet more than five hundred applied 

for the admission. It is therefore not a question of 

passing the entrance examination but passing so 

well that you will be among the very best.  

While heaven is not constrained by lack of 

facilities, the Master is saying gaining admission 

requires some measure of ‘striving’. You do not 

enter lackadaisically. You do not enter without 

meaning to enter. You do not enter by mistake. 

You enter by ‘striving’. A determination to enter 

must be present. Not every born again Christian 



Walking with God 238 

will make it to heaven. The trip to heaven is an 

individual journey requiring determination.  

Talking about the road to heaven, Jesus said, 

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the 
gate; and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat; because straight is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it.” 

(Matthew 7 13-14) 

This is why determination is required. Many 

mighty men have fallen by the way side. The road 

to life is narrow; it is not commodious. Even when 

your partner looks back like Lot’s wife, you have 

to get going. Holding of hands is not permitted on 

this journey. 

Noah was determined. The story of Noah is an 

interesting one. He dared to do the unthinkable in 

his own generation. He began to build an ark 

because God asked him to do so. The reason for 

building the ark was to enable men and women 

escape the coming damnation; for God was deter-

mined to destroy the earth and all that dwelleth 

therein because of their iniquity. Rain was to fall 

on earth and a mighty flood would overtake all. 

The message was strange and the people made fun 

of him. Only determination could have seen him 
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through. He was derided. He was paraded as an 

example of a mad man. He searched for the male 

and female of all animals and the people laughed 

him to scorn. But he persisted. He believed God 

that it would be just as he had spoken. The flood 

came and those who took him for a ride regretted 

their wasted opportunities. So shall it be in our 

own days. 

Lot was determined. He saw iniquities first 

hand in his place of abode. They came close to his 

dwelling place and wanted to commit abomination 

in his presence. He pleaded and asked them to 

spare the visitors and to take a more tolerable route 

of sleeping with his virgin daughters. The sinners 

would have none of this. They made desperate 

effort to satisfy their evil desires. The angels had to 

intervene and blindfold them. Even at this, they 

would not be deterred; they still tried to find the 

door. Apostle Peter wrote concerning Lot. He said,  

“And delivers just Lot, vexed with the filthy 
conversation of the wicked: For that right-
eous man dwelling among them, in seeing 
and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from 
day to day with their unlawful deeds.”  

(2 Peter 2:7-8) 

This is determination. He could easily have 

been swayed by the evil in his door mouth and be 
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carried away to do the same. After all, everybody 

is doing it, could have been his refrain. At the end 

he was spared. He escaped the damnation and the 

ungodly perished. 

Daniel was determined. He purposed in his 

heart not to defile himself with the wine and the 

meat of the king because they were first offered to 

idols. It was not so easy to let go of the king’s dain-

ties which were given for free. Only the determined 

would let go the offer of a free lunch, on account of their 

faith, particularly when hungry. But Daniel was 

determined and he became the better for it. He was 

rewarded with a better countenance and greater 

wisdom.  

Due to his determination, Daniel prayed 

regularly and was caught praying despite the 

decree forbidding such an act. He stood tall for 

God when it was dangerous to do so. He was 

thrown into the den of lions, to be an example for 

those who would not compromise their faith in 

God. God moved and shut the mouth of the lions. 

He withheld their appetite. The lions could endure 

the hunger for the promise of better meat. Daniel 

came out unscathed. The ungodly suffered the con-

sequence of belittling God and were consumed by 

the lions that could not eat Daniel.   
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The three Hebrew children were determined. 

They saw the fire and they refused to flinch. They 

counted not their lives dear unto them. They chose 

to honour God even when the threat of death was 

so real. They were determined to die if it would 

promote the cause of the kingdom. Inside the fire, 

they met God. The fire lost its power to hurt those 

who are committed to honouring God but for 

those willing to serve the earthly king at the 

expense of the King of kings, died in the inferno. 

Jesus was determined. He knew what lies 

ahead in Jerusalem. But the Bible says ‘he set his 

face like a flint’ and would not be deterred. He 

was determined to honour the Father. He said ‘not 

my will but thy will be done.’ He submitted to the 

will of God even when it means dying by the 

cross. The disciples tried to help him out by the 

sword. He questioned them “Thinkest thou that I 

cannot now pray to my father, and he shall presently 

give me more than twelve legions of angels? But how 

then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that it must 

be?” (Matthew 26:53-54). 

Paul was determined. He was told that the 

owner of the girdle, which was his, would be 

harassed and vilified in Jerusalem. He was begged 

and persuaded not to take such a dangerous 
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course. They did so weeping. How they loved 

him? He could preach elsewhere but not in Jerusa-

lem. He said unto them, 

“What mean ye to weep and to break mine 
heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, 
but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of 
the Lord Jesus. And when he would not be 
persuaded, we ceased, saying, The will of 
the Lord be done.”  

(Acts 21:13-14) 

We too must be determined. Jesus said a large 

number of believers would be dissuaded from 

going forward on account of riches and the cares 

of this life. These are those sown among thorns. 

They are the ones that the cares of this world and 

the deceitfulness of riches entangled and they 

missed the way.  

The saints gone ahead showed the way. In 

Hebrews 12:1, Apostle Paul said, “Wherefore seeing 

we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin that 

doth easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 

race that is set before us.” 

Beyond determination, we should be prepared 

to do more than what is required of us. Jesus said, 

“For I say unto you, that except your righteousness 

shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Phari-
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sees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 

heaven” (Matthew 5:20). 

The Pharisees are legalistic in their approach. 

They carefully find out what God requires of them 

and do it. They conduct a diligent search with 

respect to what the Law requires of them and they 

proceed to do it. They discovered that they are 

required to pay tithe, which is 10% of their 

income, and they pay it. They then come to God, 

and say, “I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all 

that I possess” (Luke 18:12). They were saying to 

God, in effect, “I have performed my own side of 

the contract, Father; it is your turn to perform your 

own side of the contract.” 

Jesus now said that it is not the way it will be 

henceforth; your righteousness must exceed the 

righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees, if 

you desire to enter into the joy of the Lord. You will 

need to do something extra that amounts to striving 

in order to enter. The five virgins that entered with 

the bridegroom did so because they carried extra 

oil. The five foolish virgins did not enter because 

they did only what was required of them and no 

more. You are an unprofitable servant if you do 

only what is required of you. Jesus said,  
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“So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those 

things which are commanded you, say, we are unprofit-

able servants: we have done that which was our duty to 

do” (Luke 17:10). 

Those who did what was required were called 

unprofitable servants. To enter into the joy of the 

Lord, would require, that we ‘labour more than 

them all’ (2 Corinthians 11:8); with the talent 

given to us. It is not enough to keep and return 

the talent given to us, we must profit with it. We 

must use it to bring souls into the kingdom. We 

must use it to show forth the glory and praise of 

Him that called us.  

Listen, until your offering exceeds your tithes 

you cannot breakthrough. Many will still pay their 

tithe even if it is defined to be 20% of their income. 

But because it is 10% they give no more than ten 

percent. It means also that if tithes had been 

defined to be 2% of their income that is all they 

will still give and no more. Jesus said, ‘except your 

righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 

Scribes and the Pharisees, ye shall in no way enter 

into the kingdom’. Tithe is paid usually once in a 

month but opportunity to give offering occurs 

more frequently for those who attend Church 

regularly.  
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For many, the addition of all their offerings in 

a month, is far less than their tithes. Why, because 

as they are coming to Church they leave the bigger 

denominations at home and come to the church 

with coins and the lower denominations. Payment 

of tithes shows your obedience, it is your offerings that 

show your love for God. This is the reason it is called 

a love offering and that is why the Apostles say 

God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

Tithe is what everybody is paying and the only 

way to distinguish yourself is through your 

offering. It does not matter that you are paying 

One million as tithes and the other person is pay-

ing One thousand as tithes, once it is 10% of your 

legitimate income, you are in the same class.  

Now, if it is posited that of the estimated 7.5 

billion people in the world, God would accept 

only a hundred million into his kingdom what 

will you be doing differently to be part of this 

people? I think it will be relevant if we choose to 

be nothing to the world, reject its accolade and 

praise and be everything to God in terms of 

dependability, availability, holiness, humility, ser-

vice and sacrifice. Is this price too costly? I think 

not, if viewed in the light of the eternal prize 

promised by God. 
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As the coming of the Lord draws near, several 

things would become more important and rele-

vant, while others would fade away for their insig-

nificance. 

First, what you do or refrain from doing for the 

sake of the kingdom will become more relevant 

and important than what God did through you or 

for you. Christianity is not in giving testimony of 

what the Lord has done through you or for you 

but in what you do or refrain from doing for the 

sake of the kingdom. These are things that reveal 

our love for God.  

God can use anybody and as long as God is 

using you irrespective of what your belief is, noth-

ing will be allowed to happen to you negatively, 

except when you cross the line like Samson did. 

This has misled many into thinking that they are 

children of God. God created all and is therefore 

entitled to use any of us to demonstrate his power 

and glory. The Bible says, “The Lord hath made all 

things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of 

evil” (Proverbs 16:4). He can use an atheist to fulfil 

his agenda. All are available for his use because 

the life we have is from him. He used Judas tre-

mendously in preaching the gospel but the heart 

of Judas was not with him. He was a thief. He 
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used Pharaoh tremendously to show forth his 

power but Pharaoh was not his friend. While 

using Pharaoh to show forth his power, nothing 

could happen to him. I perceive that the easiest 

thing for God would have been the removal of 

Pharaoh so that the children of Israel could depart, 

but he did not do that. Pharaoh was the only one 

that resisted the move of God. His servants were 

convinced of the involvement of God in the 

matter. They told Pharaoh ‘this is the finger of 

God’. His servants said ‘can’t you see that Egypt is 

being destroyed’. Left for the servants, the 

children of Israel would have since taken their 

exit. Only one man stood on their path – Pharaoh.  

For as long as God was using Pharaoh nobody 

could kill him; no sickness or disease, not even the 

devil could kill him because God was using him 

for his purpose, to show forth his power. Why is the 

devil still very much around because God is still using 

him. The Bible says, “What if God, willing to shew his 

wrath, and to make his power known, endured with 

much long suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to 

destruction: and that he might make known the riches 

of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 

prepared unto glory” (Romans 9:22-23). Yes, 

Pharaoh would die but only when the glory of 
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God had been shown. Pharaoh would die but not 

just yet. He would die a dramatic death that 

would further glorify God. He could have died of 

malaria or worm could have eaten him up, (as was 

the case with Herod - Acts 12), but no, he had to 

resist God to the point of absurdity. He entered 

the forbidden ground without removing his shoes. 

He jumped into the Red Sea not knowing who 

parted it and of course, perished; thereby further 

bringing glory to God.  

A Geography teacher once admonished his 

young pupil to stop praising God on account of the 

Red Sea miracle. He explained that what happened 

was not a miracle as was generally supposed but 

the occurrence of a tide which caused the Red Sea 

to ebb and therefore passable. He said with 

confidence that the water that the children of Israel 

crossed was nothing more than four-inch deep.  

The young boy was confused because what the 

Geography teacher told him was contrary to what 

his Sunday school teacher had communicated with 

gusto. He was downcast not knowing whom to 

believe. This lasted for a brief moment. Suddenly, 

with a louder voice he began to praise God all over 

again for the Red Sea miracle. His Geography 

teacher requested to know the reason despite his 
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explanation of what happened at the crossing of 

the Red Sea. The young boy with a smile explained 

to the teacher that initially he was praising God for 

a very small miracle of crossing the children of 

Israel through the Red Sea but that with the 

explanation of the Geography teacher he had now 

realised that God did a mighty miracle because he 

drowned the Egyptian army in a four-inch deep 

water! It was then the turn of the Geography 

teacher to be dumbfounded on account of his 

stupid explanation. 

What God does through us or for us shows his 

love for us; it is what we do for God or refrain 

from doing that shows our love for Him. Christi-

anity is not in giving testimony of what the Lord 

has done but in what you and I did or refrained 

from doing for the sake of the kingdom.  

Jesus was very clear, he said what will speak 

for a man on the day of judgment is not what God 

did through us but what we did or refrained from 

doing because of God. He said (Matthew 25:31-46) 

on the last day, people shall be divided into two. 

On the right were those who did something for 

God. When they saw him naked, they brought 

clothes and clothed him. When they saw him 

hungry they brought food and fed him, when they 
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saw him homeless they sheltered him. They did 

something. They were asked to enter into the joy 

of the Lord not on account of what God did 

through them but because of what they did for 

others on account of their love for God. The others 

were condemned not because of what God did or 

did not do through them but on account of what 

they refused to do. They saw the Lord hungry, 

they did not feed him, they saw the Lord naked, 

they did not clothe him, they saw the Lord in 

prison, they did not visit him. Apostle James was 

right. He said,  

“Pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep him-
self unspotted from the world.” 

(James 1:27) 

Christianity is not in saying God loves me; He 

loves the world (John 3:16). Christianity is not in 

saying God wrought miracles through me, he used 

an ass (Numbers 22:28), and even a raven (1 Kings 

17:4). Christianity is in knowing God, in living for 

God, in loving God and in serving God with a 

perfect heart. That God saved me from an accident, a 

near fatal one, is not evidence that I love God. Yes, 

it could pass as evidence that God loves me or that 

He is with me but the question is, am I with Him? 
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I may be preserved because I still have work to 

do for him or be enjoying the cover provided by 

my spiritual leader or even my parents. It could be 

part of his programme for rewarding me for a 

good deed that I did in the past. It could be that 

God still wants to demonstrate His power to the 

enemies through me. So, I could get up from the 

bed of a harlot and still carry the city gate by His 

power – ask Samson. He is just showing forth His 

majesty here on earth. That God wrought miracles 

through me is not evidence that I love God. What 

will eventually speak for every man on the day of 

reckoning is our love for God, the demonstration of 

it by way of holy sacrificial living. Our love for God 

is shown not through what God did through us or for us 

but in what we do or refrained from doing because of 

our love for God. This should be our testimonial for 

only these could speak on the day of reckoning.  

Joseph had a testimony. He refused the wife of 

Poti-phar because he loved God. He could have 

done it but he feared God and did not do it. These 

are things that will speak on a day when every 

mouth will be silent. If only Samson had a testi-

mony of this kind, it would have spoken for him 

on the day that the Philistines came calling. But 

nothing spoke in favour of Samson. Many things 
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spoke against him; his lifestyle of promiscuity, his 

rebellion and obstinacy to the parents and his 

eating of dead things despite God’s express 

command at his birth. All these spoke against him. 

Samson was a case in point. Nobody could 

defeat Samson for as long as God was willing to 

show forth his power through him and punish the 

Philistines. But when Samson wanted to prove 

that God condones iniquity and that though you 

rise up from the lap of Delilah and eat from the 

same plate with the devil, God is still with you; 

God relocated and abandoned Samson. We must 

be clear in our mind; it is not what God uses us to 

accomplish that will count since he could use any-

body for his work but what we do to reciprocate 

his love. 

It is no longer the man God uses that is impor-

tant; for God could use any man. He could use any 

man even Pharaoh, even Judas, even Samson.  So, 

it is no longer the man God uses but the man that 

loves God. The fact that God uses us is a demonstra-

tion of his love for us and his readiness to partner with 

us in a lifelong relationship. Judas was another case. 

He preached and cast out demon but greed was in 

his heart. God was with him, but he was not with 

God. God was with Samson but he was not with 
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God. He took the presence of God for granted and 

he suffered the consequence. 

What shows our Christianity is in our heart, 

our spirituality; the fruit of the spirit, not our 

carnality. When we are still carnally minded, the 

fruits will show, anointing notwithstanding. The 

fruits that we exhibit indicate on which side of the 

divide we are. The testimony of what God is doing 

through us is great; it is evidence of the anointing but 

not our spirituality. God can use wood and stones 

in place of men and has done so before. That we 

love God and love his presence is shown by our 

personal testimony of faithfulness and honesty. If 

all we can point to is what God is doing through 

us or for us, we are a disgrace to grace.  

I have known men who seemingly carried the 

power of God in their lives but who walk in the 

flesh. They are men of the flesh and so do not walk 

after the spirit (Romans 8:1). They manifest the 

traits of the flesh and are held captive by affections 

and lusts (Galatians 5:24). They are of the tribe of 

Samson and are likely to perish. They forgot the 

word of the Master in Matthew 7:21-23. 

They forget easily that God can use whatever 

and whoever since he created all for his glory. He 

does not need the permission of any of his 
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creature before he uses them. When he pleases, he 

can use an ass or a raven or an axe head or what-

ever as he chooses to accomplish his purpose. We 

all must realize that the fact of use or rendition of 

service does not confer approval or friendship 

which must be separately cultivated by whoever. 

You can work for God without walking with God. Of 

course, we can work and walk with God if we so 

desire, but it is only those who walk with God that 

will end well. 

In 2 Chronicles 25:1-3, the Bible says; 

“Amaziah was twenty five years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned twenty and 
nine years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s 
name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. And he 
did that which was right in the sight of the 
Lord, but not with a perfect heart.” 

(2 Chronicles 25:1-3) 

Our love for God is not wholly demonstrated 

by the money expended in the course of the gos-

pel. We can rend our garment without touching 

our heart. If we steal money and use it to finance 

the spread of the gospel it will not profit us. To 

what purpose is it, if we preach the gospel but 

practice iniquity secretly? The Psalmist asked 

“Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with thee, 

which frameth mischief by law?” (Psalm 94:20). If we 
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hate men whom God has created, then, we do not 

love God who created them. 

Christianity is not solely in what God is doing 

through you but also in what you are doing for 

God. Our lifestyle of holiness, the sacrificial 

giving, provided the source is not polluted, since 

we cannot bribe our way into His kingdom are the 

things that count in the presence of God. What 

will count at the appearing of Christ are the sacri-

fices of Dorcas, the giving of Cornelius and the 

worship of Mary Magdalene, who broke an 

alabaster box and poured it all out for him.  

All these are telling us that our spirituality will 

count more than our anointing in the day of 

reckoning. Many are blind; they think and assume 

that because the gift and calling of God are with-

out repentance (Romans 11:29), that they are 

accepted by God. The same gift can stand against 

you in the day of Judgment except you purify 

your heart and pursue righteousness. Remember, 

the kingdom of God is in “righteousness, and peace 

and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Romans 14:17). 

Jesus said in Matthew 7:21-23,  

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father 
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which is in heaven. Many will say to me in 
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
in thy name? and in thy name have cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonder-
ful works? And then will I profess unto them, 
I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity.” 

(Matthew 7:21-23) 

He was saying in effect that many will come on 

that day with testimonial of what the Lord did 

through them. That in his name, they cast out the 

devil (God did that, not you), that in His name 

they preached wonderful sermons (even Judas 

preached and yet he was a thief), but all these will 

not avail any man on that day. What a tragedy? 

What will speak for us on the day of judge-

ment is our faithfulness to God, our lifestyle of 

holy living and commitment to doing the will of 

God. The response of Jesus to those who worked 

for him but without a perfect heart was “depart 

from me, ye that work iniquity.” He said not all 

that call me Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of 

God, but those who do the will of my Father 

which is in heaven. 

Beloved, we must be ready for the coming of 

the Lord. The Bible says, “Let your loins be girded 

about, and your lights burning; and ye yourselves like 



The King Is Coming! 257 

unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return 

from the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, 

they may open unto him immediately” (Luke 12:35-40). 

In Luke 12:41-46, in response to Apostle Peter’s 

enquiry, Jesus said, 

“Who then is that faithful and wise steward, 
whom his lord shall make ruler over his 
household, to give them their portion of 
meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, 
whom his lord when he cometh shall find so 
doing. Of a truth I say unto you, that he will 
make him ruler over all that he hath. But and 
if that servant say in his heart, My Lord 
delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat 
the menservants and maidens, and to eat 
and drink, and be drunken; the lord of that 
servant will come in a day when he looketh 
not for him, and at an hour when he is not 
aware, and will cut him sunder, and will 
appoint him his portion with the unbeliev-
ers.” 

(Luke 12:41-46) 

In Luke 17:26-30, Jesus further stated, 

“And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it 
be also in the days of the Son of man. They 
did eat, they drank, they married wives, they 
were given in marriage, until, the day that 
Noe entered into the ark, and the flood 
came, and destroyed them all. Likewise also 
as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, 
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they drank, they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they builded; but the same day that 
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them 
all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the 
son of man is revealed.” 

(Luke 17:26-30) 

One singular event will trigger the end of this 

age. A singular event will herald the coming of the 

Lord, when that singular event happens then the 

end shall come unannounced and all eyes shall see 

it. The righteous shall rejoice but many shall 

bewail their unpreparedness but it will be too late. 

God wants a pure heart and clean hands 

(Psalm 15), because the heart is the problem. 

Prophet Jeremiah said, 

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it? I the 
Lord search the heart; I try the reins, even to 
give every man according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings.” 

(Jeremiah 17:9-10)  

Jesus said, 

“That which cometh out of the man, that 
defileth the man. For from within, out of the 
heart of man, proceed evil thoughts, adul-
teries, fornications, murders, thefts, covet-
ousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, 
an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all 
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these evil things come from within, and 
defile the man.” 

(Mark 7:20-23) 

Spirituality is better than anointing. Integrity and 

character are more needed than popularity. Apostle 

Peter wrote, “Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for 

such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in 

peace, without spot, and blameless” (2 Peter 3:14). 

The first thing therefore, in preparing for the 

coming of the Lord is for believers to be diligent in 

expectation. The Bible says, “Seest thou a man dili-

gent in his business he shall stand before kings and not 

before mean men”(Proverbs 29:22). Apostle Peter 

said, “Looking for the coming of the day of God” 

it means to await eagerly, expecting something to 

happen like the lame man at the beautiful gate. 

Looking, as used here, is an attitude of excitement 

and expectation which should characterise the 

child of God as he waits for the Lord’s return.  

It is something to wait for someone, but it is 

another thing to eagerly await and expect 

someone. If you grew up at home with a sister, 

you will easily recall with ease how she waited for 

a friend but not with particular excitement. But 

when the one of her heart’s desire was expected, 

she waited eagerly and you could tell the 
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difference several hours ahead of time. This is the 

type of waiting that should characterise the child 

of God as he waits for the glorious appearing of 

the Lord. To be lacking in the eager expectation of 

our Lord’s return, is to lose the most powerful 

force and inspiration for Holy living. 

We are to be diligent in purification, eagerly 

expecting our Lord’s return, and this ought to 

impact our personal conduct. In 2 Peter 3:11, 

Apostle Peter states, “What manner of persons ought 

ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness?” The 

word translated “manner” literally means “from 

what country.” Since we are strangers and pilgrims 

headed for a better world, the eternal City of God, 

we are called to take on the character of that king-

dom in all holy conversation and godliness. 

In Hebrews 9:28, the Bible spoke about those 

who will receive the Lord at his coming. It says, 

“...and unto them that look for him shall he appear the 

second time without sin unto salvation.” Those who 

do not love his appearing will not be able to 

receive him at his second coming. Those who are 

not looking forward to his second coming would 

be disappointed. 

The Master further threw in a warning to all 

who intends to enter into the kingdom. He said, 
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“And except those days be shortened; even the elect will 

be deceived” (Matthew 24:24). What will deceive the 

believers is not spirituality; it is not their prayer, it 

is not their reading of the Bible but the anointing. 

Many will follow miracles to the grave. They will 

pursue anointing to their detriment. They will love 

breakthrough and they will breakdown because 

they love the acts of God but not his ways. This 

will be their doom and gloom. There will be ram-

pant demonstration of miracles even by the 

enemies and not a few will be deceived.  

Genesis 19 conveyed one of the most tragic 

events in the Bible. It paints a very terrible picture 

of a town named Sodom and Gomorrah. Visitors 

from heaven came to see a man. Verse 4 says 

before the men of the city slept, both young and 

old, came to the place. It was as if the two cities 

were populated by strange people. God had given 

them a long rope. But the patience of God had an 

expiry date. In Genesis 18:20, “And the Lord said, 

because the cry of Sodom is great, and because their sin 

is very grievous; I will go down now, and see whether 

they have done altogether according to the cry of it, 

which is come unto me; and if not, I will know.” Every 

sin has a voice and the cry was too loud.  

Lot and his family lived among this people 
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and they saw these perversions day and night. 

God wanted Lot and his family delivered so he 

announced a great plan for their salvation.  

“And while he lingered the men (angels) laid 
hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of 
his wife, and upon the hand of his two 
daughters; the Lord being merciful unto him: 
and they brought him forth, and set him 
without the city.” and brought him forth. 
And it came to pass, when they had brought 
them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for 
thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay 
thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, 
lest thou be consumed.” 

(Genesis 19:16-17) 

It was a clear instruction: “run for your life!” 

The doomsday of Sodom was approaching and 

the perverse city sank. The wife was running but 

her heart did not run. She looked back and she 

became a pillar of salt. Why was she behind 

lingering; because she was still attached to Sodom. 

Pulling away from sin could be very difficult 

sometime because sin has an attraction for the 

flesh. The sodomites were probably mocking 

about the destruction but when it happened the 

scream was thunderous. What killed Lot’s wife? 

Why did Jesus say, “Remember Lot’s wife” (Luke 

17:32)? Why did she die? She died because she 
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saw no need to take God seriously. As far as she 

was concerned, the instruction of the angels was 

anything but serious. The idea of abandoning 

Sodom was fanatical; it does not make sense. Her 

thinking must be right. She looked behind at the 

fading glory of Sodom and Gomorrah and she 

became a pillar of salt. She knew what God said 

but did not take it seriously. She made a good start 

but she did not finish well. Angels tried to save 

her, yet she perished. The mercy of God was avail-

ing but deep inside her, she thought God could 

not be serious. She heard the word of God but she 

did not believe those words. 

A lot of people are not taking God seriously in 

our own days. Many do not believe God now; 

unfortunately it will cost them their lives. You 

may be living your life as if you do not care but at 

the end you will regret it. If Jesus should tarry in 

his coming, everybody will die one day. The ques-

tion is not whether you will die but when you die 

where are you going. Will you leave your foot-

print here on earth as a man of God or as a man of 

the world? The important thing is not death itself 

but what follows death. 

Many are not taking God seriously today. 

Adultery is ravaging the world today notwith-
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standing the deadly AIDS virus. Many are going 

to religious places where they are not talking 

about sin. There are only two people in the world; 

those that are saved and those that are lost, those 

that are ascended and those that are beneath. 

Either, you are a child of God headed for heaven 

or a child of the devil headed for hell fire. You are 

either a forgiven sinner or a forsaken sinner.  

Many are neglecting the great salvation story. 

But the Bible warns all and sundry asking ever so 

loudly; “How shall we escape; if we neglect so great 

salvation?” (Hebrews 2:3). 

Friend, you need to know that the best selling 

drug from satan’s pharmaceutical stock is the pro-

crastination tablet. Everyone is saying there is still 

time; time to repent, time to rethink, time to re-

strategise and plan well; so as to escape hell fire. 

There is still time. But alas those who plan to give 

their life to Christ at 11’Oclock died at 10.59. 

One winter day a carcass was floating down the 

Niagara River upon a cake of ice. An eagle soaring 

above spied it and dropped down upon it. He sat 

there leisurely devouring his easy prey. The swift 

current began bearing him rapidly downward to 

the fall. But was he not safe? Could he not leap in a 

moment into midair from his dangerous post? 
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Could he not stretch his great pinions and float off 

into safety at the very brink of the awful cataract? 

Had he not done that a thousand times before in his 

bird experience? So he floated on. But by and by 

came the thundering roar of the great cataract. The 

cloud of white mist that marked the fatal brink of 

the fall was towering almost above him. It was time 

to leave. So he stretched out his great wings for 

flight, but he could not rise. Unnoticed by him, his 

talons, sunken in the ice and the flesh of his prey, 

had frozen hard and fast in the bitter winter day, 

and his fate was sealed. He flapped his great wings. 

He struggled with all the power of muscle and 

sinew, but all in vain. In a few moments he was 

swept over into the abyss to his death. He had 

delayed too long. 

Suppose you are on top of a burning building. 

The flames have cut off every avenue of descent. A 

ladder is hastily run up by the firemen. It is your 

last and only hope of rescue from an awful death. 

How will you escape – if you neglect it? Suppose 

you have fallen overboard from a ship in a raging 

tempest. A rope is snatched and quickly thrown 

by a nearby friend. It falls within easy reach of 

your despairing clutch. It is your only hope of 

salvation. How will you escape – if you neglect it? 
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Suppose you rise at midnight sore athirst. You 

seized a nearby goblet and drink. But confused 

from sleep, you make a mistake and swallow a 

deadly poison. A friendly hand swiftly puts to 

your lip a sure antidote. It is your only hope. It 

must be taken quickly, for every second means life 

or death. How will you escape – if you neglect it? 

So it is with the salvation of your immortal 

soul. It is in instant and unceasing jeopardy of 

eternal death. God offers His Son, Jesus Christ, as 

your escape. It is a great salvation wrought out 

from the great heart of God Himself with tears, 

love and agony unspeakable. It is your ladder in 

the burning building; it is the rope in an awful 

storm; it is the antidote to the deadly poison of sin. 

How will you escape, if you neglect Him? 

Unsaved friend, there are souls in the awful 

place of the lost, who would give everything they 

ever owned in the world, for just one more chance 

to reconcile with the Lord. Just about everything 

precious to them while they were living, to have 

again, the opportunity that you and others are 

trampling upon with impunity. And when you see 

these trampled opportunities in the light of eternity, 

you too will weep with unspeakable agony in the 

realization that not one of them will ever return. 
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Delay becomes a disease. Once it was only 

functional. Now it is organic and malignant. There 

is only one remedy. It is to break the hardened 

heart crust by a definite acceptance of Jesus Christ 

whose blood alone can make atonement for the 

soul and bring peace to the heart, and whose 

resurrection life alone can fill your life with the 

precious fruitage of the Spirit and with power to 

love, to suffer and to serve. 

Another old fisherman narrated this tragic 

story. Years before, he said, when the village was 

but a hamlet, the mail was carried from the distant 

shore of the bay to the fishing village by an Indian 

and his son-in-law. One bitter day in midwinter 

they set out from the south shore for the long trip 

across the great lake. All day they travelled on the 

ice, skirting the frozen shore of the bay. As night 

came on, they pitched their tent and went ashore 

for firewood. Gathering what they needed, they 

started back from the mainland toward camp. Just 

as they stepped upon the ice, it broke loose from 

its moorings and began to drift out from the shore.  

The boy, quick-witted and alert, immediately 

dropped his bundle of wood and leaped ashore 

across the crevice in the ice. The Father-in-law 

hesitated for a moment, and in that moment the 
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gap widened too much to overleap. He paused in 

hesitation and uncertainty, for the waters were 

black and forbidding in their deadly chill. The boy 

shouted to the older man to leap in and swim to 

shore, as that was his only chance for life. But the 

man still delayed. Then the lad began to cry out in 

earnest entreaty for the father-in-law to leap, as it 

was his only chance to be saved from a dreadful 

death. But the older man seemed paralysed with 

fear and indecision. He began to call out farewell 

messages for his wife and children across the 

watery waste now rapidly widening as the wind 

kept driving the great ice floe out into the dark-

ness. The last the boy saw of him, he was standing 

with outstretched hands drifting to death in the 

bitter cold and darkness of the night. He was 

never heard from again. He perished a victim of 

deadly indecision. 

Heaven lies above us in our infancy, says the poet. 

And it surely does. It seems as though we could 

pluck down its nearby stars with our childish 

hands; toy with its silvery moon; play hide-and-

seek in its fleecy clouds. But that is not true today 

for you who have neglected. It has now receded 

like a faraway land till you no longer hear its 

music, dream its dreams, or see its angel’s faces in 
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your childish visions. In those sweet days of 

childhood, Christ seemed as close to you as the 

other side of the tiny pond where you play. Now 

he seems as distant as the unseen shore of a vast 

ocean, so far and so steadily have you drifted from 

Him with the swift flight of passing years.  

Is your heart conscious of this awful sense of 

aloofness from Christ? Do you seem to yourself to 

have drifted out into a weary waste of distance, 

darkness and death? Then remember the lonely 

figure drifting to his fate on the great ice floe. 

Remember too, that the one which would have 

saved him will save you. That one thing is a 

decision no longer to neglect this so great salvation. 

A lady, who was one of the survivors of the 

Titanic disaster, drew a graphic picture of the end 

of that awful tragedy. As the great ship reared 

herself in the air, about to take her last plunge into 

the deep, scores of dark figures could be seen 

falling from her decks into the icy waters. For a 

few terrible moments after she had taken her 

plunge, a wail of despair rose from the lips of 

these drowning men and women. One by one, the 

cries ceased until at last there was but one voice 

heard calling in the night over the watery waste. It 

was the voice of a man. In unspeakable agony of 
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soul he was crying out, “My God; my God!” 

fainter and fainter grew this last wailing cry of a 

departing soul, and then that too ceased, and all 

was still as death. 

You could picture what must have gone 

through the mind of that last man struggling in 

the darkness against a certain doom. Perhaps the 

sweet sound of the village church bell floated to 

him in the darkness, and he realized the many 

moments he had let the gospel call pass by, 

unheeded. Perhaps the tremulous voice of a 

mother’s prayer, as she bowed a thoughtless boy, 

at her knees, now rose up from the depths of 

memory, and he saw what God had meant him to 

be in all his wasted life. Perhaps, in the darkness 

of that awful night he felt again upon his shoulder 

the loving touch of his boyhood’s dearest friend, 

as a voice said, “My boy, why don’t you decide for 

Christ?” 

Perhaps some old scriptures text he had 

scoffed at and spurned seemed blazoned across 

the starlit sky above him, saying, ever so loudly, 

“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation.” 

But now it was too late. The icy waters were 

claiming their awful toll. In a moment the end had 

come. Every man is drifting swiftly toward the 
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inevitable moment when the curtain of life drops, 

when the drama ends, when the scene shifts from 

the follies of time to the tremendous realities of 

eternity. When that last crisis moment comes, it 

may be too late to get right with God with whom 

you have trifled all these passing years. When the 

wild crash of aircraft is done and you are pinned 

under the wreckage, it is too late. When the great 

ship is staggering and reeling from the deadly 

wound in her side and is settling down in the sea 

for her last awful plunge into the abyss of an 

ocean grave, it is too late. 

When the steel fetters of paralysis bind you 

hands and foot and all your dazed, beclouded 

brain can grasp is the low sobs of loved ones who 

gather about your bed in the agony of parting, it is 

too late.  

Then a broken hearted wife will steal in and 

stand alone by your side and looking down into 

your face, will cry out in agony, “O God, is it well 

with my husband?” And your dearest friends who 

would give their right hands if you had only 

decided, will walk by your bier with bowed head 

and go forth to whisper to themselves in bitter 

suffering, “There is no repentance beyond the 

grave.” 
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The golden bowl is broken; the silver thread is 

loosed; the mourners go about the streets; and 

once more has been enacted the solemn tragedy of 

a human soul lost through all eternity because it 

would not break the fatal spell of indecision. “How 

shall we escape, if we neglect the great salvation?”  

Finally, the great Apostle wrote: 

“But of the times and seasons, brethren, ye 
have no need that I write unto you. For your-
selves know perfectly that the day of the 
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For 
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then 
sudden destruction cometh upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child; and they 
shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in 
darkness, that that day should overtake you 
as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and 
the children of the day: we are not of the 
night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not 
sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be 
sober. For they that sleep, sleep in the night; 
and they that be druken are drunken in the 
night. But let us, who are of the day, be 
sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and 
love; and for an helmet, the hope of salva-
tion. For God hath not appointed us to 
wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, that, whether 
we wake or sleep, we should be with him.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:1-10) 
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My brother and my sister, will you also allow 

that day to come upon you unaware as a result of 

eating and drinking and the merriment, together 

with the loose style of living of this present 

generation? Will you allow the mad search for 

wealth and the search for the perishable laurels of 

this sinking world blindfold you as to his coming 

again? His coming is nearer than you could ever 

imagine. Let us remind ourselves again of that 

lovely awakening song: 

Arise, arise, o sleeper, o sleeper  

Arise, arise, o sleeper, o sleeper 

Arise, Seek for God  

It’s time to watch and pray. 

Let’s put off the works of darkness  

And put on the armour of light  

For now is our salvation nearer 

Than when we first believed.  

Can you really say that you are ready for the 

return of the Lord? The delay in the return of the 

Lord was deliberate, just because of you; to make 

you ready. To make the foolish virgins ready, to 

give the foolish virgins enough time to acquire the 

extra oil and save them from being locked outside; 

for the Bridegroom shall come. Are you really pre-
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pared for the coming of the Lord? Are you really 

ready to go with him to the prepared place-the 

golden city? Is your lamp burning still? Or has the 

oil finished without your knowing? Take time, my 

friend, while there is still time to replenish the oil 

and prepare for his coming. 

In closing, I will like to commend unto you the 

words of the Master in Revelation 3:1-3, 

“And unto the angel of the church in Sardis 
write; these things saith he that hath the 
seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I 
know thy works, that thou hast a name that 
thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, and 
strengthen the things which remain, that are 
ready to die: for I have not found thy works 
perfect before God. Remember therefore 
how thou hast received and heard, and hold 
fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not 
watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and 
thou shalt not know what hour I will come 
upon thee.” 

(Revelation 3:1-3) 
 


